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INTROUUCTUtN. 



NoTHiNo can be more various and oppouile than tlie 
opmiona of mankind, respecljng the influence and agency 
of infernal spirita Some continually throw the blame of 
their vices upon the poor deviL Take their word for it, and 
they are upon all occasions the innocent dupes to his subtilty 
and malice. They represent him as the prime agent in all 
their complicated schemes of wickedness; and would fein 
persuade us tJiat, so &r from being the objecls of our just 
aversion, they deserve all our commiseration and pity. From 
such repr^entations one would be tempted to think, that if 
malicious and busy devils did but stay in tlieir own country, 
mankind would be as harmless as lambs, and every species 
of wickedness be soon banished from our then agreeable 

Others there be, who fall into the opposite extreme, and 
with all their power endeavor to clear the devil of the slan- 
ders thrown upon him. Whether he hath retained them as his 
advocates I pretend not to say ; but they tell you that he has 
no hand in all the wickedness committed under the sun ; that 
it is impossible he should have any influence on the minds 
and manners of men. Nay, some go farther still, even doubt 
of his very existence, and are confident that all their wick- 
edness ariseth from another quarter, 

My mind, I must confess, was long agitated between these 
widely different opinions: now I verged towards the one, 
now towards the other extreme ; and for a long time con- 
tinued in such painful suspense, tliat I would have given a 
world to have been satisfied in a matter of such vast import- 
ance in human life. But at length I obtained a full and 
laoet convincing discovery of this very intricate aflair, and 
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let who will deny it, I am pertectly eatislicd that, however 
justly the guilt of men may be charged on their own cor- 
ruptions, infernal spirits do exist; and are fiiUy employed in 
forwarding their wicked designs and purposes. Yea, I Imve 
learned so much of the art and address of diabolical spirits 
in this matter, that as I ahaJl, I trust, avail myself much of 
tliB very singular discovery, so, from a principle of benevo- 
lence to mankind, I think myself fully justified, without 
fiirtlier apology, in communicating it to the public 

Know then, that not far from my humble cot, there is a 
widely extended, most tremendous, and gloomy Vale, first 
formed, as is supposed, by some dreadful earthquake, or some 
other remarkable convulsion in nature. The confines of this 
valley, on the outside, are everywhere nearly level with the 
aur&ce of the ground ; but the precipice witliin is to the last 
degree horrible, insomuch that few have had fortitude enough 
to approach it The ancient barda very justly called it 
HoRKiDA Vailis, and we, from them, the Vale of Horrors. 
This horrid vale has long- been supposed, by the credulous 
\ ulgar, (o be the haimt of infernal spirits ; and some people 
imagine that it is the only place on earth where Ihey freely 
converse about the dark designs of their mal-administration. 

My curiosity continually prompting me, at last conquered 
my native timidity, and I resolved, if possible, to find an en- 
trance into this unfrequented, unknown, and dreadful place. 

But many months, I may say some years, were spent in 
liiis fruitless search, and I despaired of success. At length, 
liowever, having entered a very large and unfrequented 
wood, one side of which led to the very edge of the preci 
pice, as I walked a few furlongs down a gradual descent, 
gloomy beyond whatever I had seen before, I came to a 
iuige rock, all overgrown with ivy and moss. It had tlifi 
iippearauce of an ancient ruin, somewhat in tlie forai of a 
pyramid ; the bottom occupied a considerable space, and the 
spiral top was hardly concealed by the highest brandies o* 
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NTBODUCT Off 1 

the tall and aged oalt. 1 I und d Near the 

ground, by chance, I i oc ed n penin almost choked 
up with baleful hemlock d hhd AfslI thought 
that this could he no other than the cave of some ancient 
Druid; but approaching it, and havmg, with much toil, 
cleared awajr the noxious weeds, I found what I had long 
Bouglit for, aji entrance into the dreadtiil cavity. 

Here my resolution almost failed me, and I was at tlie 
point of relinquishmg the Jong projected enterprise. Al 
length I recollected myself a little, and resolved to descend 
into the place^ though, as I thought, not much less horrible 
than hell. Tlie passage, ft little within tho entrance, led 
downwards almost in a perpendicular direction ■ but its strait- 
ness, and the natural unevenness of the roHli-i that formed 
it, rendered my descent more practicable and «afe than I ot 
first expected. Down, however, I went, ftthoms I know 
not how many, ere I found myself at the bottom, and fiom 
an easy openmg entered tlie Gloimy Vale. 

Looking up, I saw rocks upon rocks projecting over my 
timorous head ; and I perceived myself to be within the most 
hideous inclosure that sure ever mortal eyes beheld. 

The vale being solitary and gloomy as death itseh^ I said 
in my heart. Surely it' damned spirits are permitted to risit 
the earth, this must be their rendezvous, and two to one I 
shaU see some of them. I tlierefore observed carefully my 
retreat, and by several marks on the roclts which formed it, 
I hoped tliat, on any emergency, I might he directed to the 
entrance of the cave, by which alone I could return to the 
society of mortals. 

I soon found that my precautions were^ar from being un- 
necessary ; for I saw, by the feeble light, which glimmered 
in the place, a form most frightful, making directly towards 
me. My heart bounded in my breast with terror : and swift 
as a hare, pressed by sanguine hounds, I ran to my little 
sanc'uary. No sooner had I entered it, but the tiend stalked 
A2 
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up to the very door of it The hair of my head Blood up- 
right, the Hood ran down my hack as cold as Greenland ice, 
and I looked on myself as a dead man ; having- often heard 
of miserable wretches being torn in pieces by the talons of 
mercilera infernala. But, as the hideous form attempted not 
to penetrate into the cave, nor seemed at all conscious of 
my being there, I recoveied myself a little, and reviewed it 
with less apprehension of danger. At length he espied 
another of his clan, to whom he called, and wi(h whom he 
held the following dialogue, which made such an impression 
on my mind, that I afterwards recollected the most part of 
it ; and here present it to the worthy reader. The name of 
tliia devil, as I afterwards understood, was Avaho, and thai 
of tlie other Fa»w«<'b 
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DIALOGUES OF DEYILS. 



AvARo. So ho ! Fastosus, whither so fast at this lime of 
the morning! Be not in such a hurry: but let a kindred 
devil exchange a few words with you. Pray, how do joii 
do, uncle ] 

Fastosus. Hah ! my nephew Avaro ! I little thought of 
finding you in the vale at present But I am glud to see 
you. Pray, how do you do 1 

Avaro. I thank you, air, I am pretty well, only tired with 
nmch exercise. But pray where were you going in such 
a hurry ^ When I called to you, you seemed to outflythe 

PiSTOSus. Indeed, Avaro, I should not he willing to dis- 
cover my concerns lo every inquirer ; but I condescend to 
make free with you, on account of our near kindred ; and 
knowing you to be a true son of Beelzebub, I can trust you 
wilh any secret. As for my present hurry, the occasion of 
it is Ellis, The right honorable Madame de la Coquette hav- 
ing an inclination to a suit, of some fashion never before 
invented, was thrown into a violent fever, through the dull- 
ness of the mantua-makers, who could devise no cut suita- 
ble to her ladyship's desire. Finding her life to be in danger, 
unless she was gratified, I was last night dispatched lo hell, to 
procure anew pattern from the best artists there; and having 
got it, I waa going post lo France, to assist my lady's man- 
tua-maker in cuttuig and finishing it : which done, I suppose 
t shall have a trip to London, to accommodate the counter 
of Prudeland with a suit a^inst the next court-day. 

AvARo. What! the courtly Fastosus become mantua- 
raaker! I should never have thought of such an employ- 
ment, for my part You have now descended low, indeed 

Fastosi's. Indeed, Avaro, your ignorance alinoat pro- 
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vokca me to be angry wilJi you. But you need not be so 
much surprieed at my concerns with the mantua-makers ; 
for I assure you 1 am so uiuch admired for my ekill in dresa, 
by both sexca of the human race, that there is scarcely a 
suit of clothes msde, either ftr man or woman, without my 
diret tion. Nor sliall you Sad a peruke-maber hardy enough 
to venture a wig on the block, ere he has bad my opinion 
of it. In short, cousin, there is very little done, and in 
dress there is nothing- done, in high life or low, but I have 

AvARa If I have offended my honored uncle, 1 humbly 
beg your pardon. I assure you, I said nothing out of dis- 
respect to you. We all know that your spirit is princely, 
S)ur monarchy great, and your dominion very extensive, 
ut indeed I never thought of your being conversant with 
tailors, barbers, and mantua^makera. 

Fastosus. Nay, nephew, I am not angry. Nevertheless, 
ought to revere me as your elder and better, and not 



wholly by my dexterity ; and hut for my sovereignty over man, 
these transformations had never been introduced. Now the 
transfonnbg trade goes on so Boccefsfully, that there is rea- 
son to hope very many will be at last transformed into the 
likeness and nature of our sable fraternity. 

AvAKO. Pray, uncle, be not angry with me, if I do not 
speak altogether as you would have me ; (or you know 1 
never had any inclination to learning or politeness ; and 1 
cannot help expressing my wonder at some things you say. 
Besides, I am amazed to see you look so thin ; why you 
look like a skeleton ! What have you been doing, or where 
have you been? By your looks, you might have travelled 
barefooted to the holy land, or crept on your hands and feet 
to Medina, and wept forty days by the lomb of our dear 
friend Mahomet You have not been on pilgrimage, sure ! 

Pabtosus. I thought, from what I bad said, you might 
have known thai I have not been on pilgrimage very lately ; 
though I assure you, I have often travelled to Jerusalem and 
to Mecca as a guide to those holy pilgrbis. There is not 
one (fall the h^e-Iegged travellers, who will stir their foot 
from home, until their good friend Fastosus is equipped in 
palmerian habiliments, lo press forward in the van as theii 
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)r are these pilgrims my only vassals ; for the 
superstitious, of all denominations, have witii one consent 
devoted themselves to me. 

AVARO. Well, but, uncle, I am sure they worship me 
with sincere regard, as well as they do you; and I either 
attend them in person, or pour my innuencea upon every one 
of them, in aD their religious journeys to Jerusalem, Mecca, 
or elsewhere, 

Fastosus. It may be so, Avaro ; but tlieir prostitution to 
covetouaness hinders not their devotion to pride ; for I have 
conducted many of this fraternity to the supposed sepulchre 
of Jesua of Nazareth, who, in their own opmion, were made 
so holy thereby, that when they returned to their native 
country, they thought the eartli itself unworthy to bear the 
pressure of a foot, which had trod the threshold of the adored 
sepulchre. These religious adventurers, (especially if they 
obtain some precious relics, of which there are great store 
in Palestine) generally lift them so far above (heir fellow 
creatures that thenceSrward they can hold no intereoiuse 
with the common people, lest their supposed spotless gar- 
ments should be polluted with worldly filthinesa. Nor is 
it uncommon for these fontastical devotees to imagine, that 
by their journeys to Judea they have gained considerably 
above the price of heaven. So that when they come to die, 
tliey have holiness sufficient for themselves, and a handsome 
legacy to bequeath, as an help-out to some poor brother, 
who loves home better than the holy land. 

AvARO. Ay, Fastosus ; but then you may ihank my bro- 
ther Falax and me for your Jerusalem journeys ; none of 
them would have been mstituted but through felsehood, de- 
ceit, and covetousness. And I really think that we did ex- 
cellent service to the great Beelzebub and the sublime porte 
of hell, in imposing tlmt cheat upon mankind. Though, by 
the way, one would wonder that the reasonable mind should 
he so easily deceived, seeing there is nothing in any of these 
pilgrimages, that has so much as the appearance of rcli- 

Often have I laughed in my sleeve to see the poor pil- 
grims, with holy awe and profound reverence, approach a 
log of rotten wood, fully believing it to he part of the cross 
on which Immanuel was crucified. Oh ! how have I seen 
tlicm congratulate themselves on tlieir supposed happinen, 
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if by any means they bad procured a diminutive chip of an 
old gate-post, from tbs hand of a venerable priest, with his 
holy word upon it, that it was part of the crosal And, to 
speak the trutb, which you know I am not very fond of, 
these reverend gentlemen have words and wood equally 
plenty ; for when one log is sold ofij they immediately re- 
place it with another ; so that this market will not stop for 
want of merchandise, wbibt there is a tree left in tlie forest 
of Lebanon. I would not, on an; account, that the world 
EhouM know that the traffic in relics is all a cheat, by the 
help whereof my dear children, the Jerusalem piiests, gel 
more money for chips of rotten wood, than the greatest 
merchant in Norway gets for his masts, and yards, &c. 

Fastosos. By what you say, and I own it to he right, 
cousin, you and I must share the persons and divide the 
spoil betwixt us, on the day of reckoning. You and cousin 
Fahix have laid the snare very cratUh', and I, by my haughty 
influences, drive the ibols to it. Good Avaro, your game 
would not go well without my assistance ; and while you 
and I continue to play into each other's hand, we con readily 
bring Ihe two fix)ls to meet, each deceiving and being de- 
ceived. I mean, we can bring the covetous fool and the 
credulous fool together. The credulous deceives the covet- 
ous fool with his money, and the covetous deceives th(^ 
credulous fool with his rotten wood. Dear Avaro, bur work 
goes forward apace, and we shall have them both at last. 

AvARa No doubt of it, Fastosus; for both the covetous 
and over-credulous are ours, by common consent Our 
game could not well go belter than it doth at present; for 
all ranks and degrees of people are subjected to our potent 
sway. No doubt but you have heard of that noble piece 
of architecture called the Triple-Crown, which I and my 
brother Fak.x made fiir our worthy iriend and etedfist ally 
thepope of Rome. 

Fastosus. Heard of it I Surely I have. Was not I the 

Enncipal person concerned in the work? But, Avaro, you 
ave an ugiy way of denyii^ people the due honors of their 
labor. But for me, his Holiness would never have thought 
of such an invention. And as I had the principal hand in 
it, I aver, tiiat the best mathematician in hell could not have 
invented a more excellent piece. I have thought, ever sines, 
that the artful Falax acted his part witli as much desteritr 
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OF DEVILS. 11 

m t!ne formation of tmt capital ornament as, when he end 
we assisted our venerable friend, Mahomet, in composing' 
the Alcoran. But the chief beauty of it was, to see our 
hoary friend, the pope, with greater confidence than if he 
had been one of ourselves, exalt the papal chair above all 
tliat is called God. So that now, in the senee of tlie Romish 
imposlor, savinj and damning depend no longer on the jus- 
tice and mercy of the Eternw, but upon the will and plea- 
sure of him who fills the infallible chair. 

Were we any thing but Devils whose hatred to Truth i 
implacable, it would have grieved us 1o see how she sighed 
and sobbed, ss. if her heart would brOBk, when the impos- 
lors assumed the character of infeUibility. She knoclted 
with violence at the gates of the bishop's palace : but there 
waa no admission for her Oiere. She begged and prayed 
that the inferior ranks of the reverend clergy would re- 
ceive her ; but no one of them would sufTer her to come 
luider ther roof; so that the poor heaven-born lady swooned 
m the streets, and there was none to assist her. Her eyes 
became as fountains of briny tears, trickling down her radi- 
ant cleeks; her locks were dishevelled, and her apparel 
hu g dangling around her. In this mournful pLght she went 
through bU the streets of the mystic Babylon, uttering her 
lamentat ons in every public place, and in every concourse 
of the people. But, as in former times she Iwd piped to 
them and none of the worshippers of the Beast would dance ; 
«o now hhe mourned to them, but none of them would la- 
ment She stretched forth her hands all the day long, but 
Bonf of tliem would attend to her; the venerable pope, 
fether of ihe world, having published a decree that none of 
them fhould suffer her under their roof, nor adminis'.er the 
least comfort to her in her calamily, under pain of the Rack, 
the Gil bet, the Wheel, or Fire and FagoL Yea, more; 
when his Hohness saw the importunity of Divine Truth, 
and perceived that she would be a perpetual thorn in his 
side, if not timely and wisely prevented, by fiircin^ her out 
of the world, he clad himself in Vulcanian armor, sought 
for her in every corner of Babylon ; when he met with her, 
lanched his &tnl spear with papal force against her, that 
wounding her so deeply, she feinted and fell to the ground, 
and no doubt had died had she not been immortal. When 
the inost holy bishop had thus deprest her, he cried out in 
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devilish trinmpli, " I am the mccesaor of Peter, the vvia 
of Christ, thepitlar nf truth, theporter of lieaven, and the 
sitpreme head of the chttrch." At which words, Tntlh en- 
drely disappeared, and to this day has not Iwen suflered to 
set one foot within the limits of tie papacy. 

AvAEo. It was a noble enterprise ; notliing could eseeed 
it I am persuaded, tliat the man wlio was in-dwelt by our 
ittother Legion, and resided among the tombs, was never ca- 
pable of coining so near to us devils in cruelty, deceit, and 
felsohood, as that Barae venerable man, his infallible holi- 
ness, hatli upon every occasion. 

Fastosvs. Indeed, Avaro, Legion, though a many-viceil 
devil, is but a fool when compared to his holiness ; but it is 
higUy nece^ar^ tliat he should be well qualified in devil- 
ism, seeing he is appointed Beelzebub's great vicegerent in 
the Christian world. 

Avaro. Great are the abilities requisite to such a sta- 
tion; and his holiness possesseth them liberally. Did you 
ever hear, Fastosna, the manner in which our Italian suc- 
cess was received by Beelzebub the great, and his infernal 
nobility 1 

Pastoshs. I suppose I have ; hut I have so many things 
to think of, that at present it has escaped my memory ; 
therefore, if you remember it, I shall be obliged to you foi 
the recital. 

AvAHO. With all my heart I assure you it is well worth 
your hearing, for thereby it appeared that his infernal ma- 
jesty had the deepest sense of our services, ond conceived 
the strongest hope of the increase of his kingdom from the 
alliance formed betwixt the sublime porte of hell, and the 
apostolic chair at Rome. 

As soon as swift-winged Fame arrived at the gale, known 
by the name of earth-gate, she knocked violently, as you 
know is customary with her upon any emergent occasion. 
Our friend Cerberus, the porter, no sooner saw that it was 
Fame, but he immediately sent a messenger to court, to in- 
form his majesty and peers, that the ambassadress Fame was 
arrived. In shorter time tiian a lawyer could frame a lie, 
hell was all in an uproar, every inhabitant being big with 
expectation of some important news from our friends on 
earth. Fifty of the nobility were dispatched from court, la 
GongTatulat« Fame on her arrival, and to (xrnduct her in 
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state to the court-end of the city. The mighty Beelzebub 
ascended the Aiming throne, to receive the ambHssadress 
with unperial grandeur ; and as soon as she arrived, she was 
btioduced to Ills sublime presence, by Lucifer, prime min- 
ister of state, and in full court related all that had passed 
concerning the change at Rome in the system of rehgion : 
which desirable news was received with all the demonstra- 
tions of joy damned spirits are capable of. Fame having 
finished her relation, the mighty prince, who sat on the stu- 
pendous throne, arrayed in all the majesty becoming hia 
elevated station, liiled his warlike arm, waved tJie imperial 
sceptre for audience, and thus addressed his courtiers, his 
eyes blazing as burning furnaces, while he spate. 

" My lords, my breUiren in sovereignty, and. sharers of 
my glory ; from the just sense I iiave of your steady attach- 
ment to my interest and govemraei^ as hath always ap- 
peared from your unwearied study, as fat as possible, to 
destroy the creatures of oui arch-enemy, whcm, constrained, 
we call the Almighty ; and promotitig to the utmost our 
common interest among mankind. P^am such considera- 
tions, I cannot forbear congtatulatbg your highnesses on 
the happy turn our affdrs on the earth have taken, by the 
indefetigible poins and vigibmt endeavors of our worthy 
frienus and genuine descendants, Fastosiis, Avaro, Falax, 
Sic. &c. : as appears by tlie report you have just now heard 
from the mouth of our swift-winged amba^adress, Fame. 
By the industry of those worthy spirits, worms of the earth 
are wrought up to such a degree of pride and self-conceit, 
as to undertake enterprises that we, who ate of angelic tace, 
could not accomplish; yea, even to assume prerogatives, 
which never once came into our minds. My niAIe lorfs, 
there ^ reason to believe that this revolution will prove a 
leading step towards a very plentifiil harvest I signify 
therefore as my will and pleasure, that your highnesses take 
special care that the lodgings at the court-end of the ci^ 
are kept in due repair, as henceforth we may espect at every 
term, numerous shoals of popish priests of all ranks, to take 
up^heir residence with us; and you may be sure they will 
take it very ill, if they are not accommodated according to 
their qnaiity. 

" I think, ray lords, it is worthy of observation, that all 
the missionaries we ever dispatched araong tiie heathens, 
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could not preval with poor pagan priests to aspire to tli«t 
degree of impiety, wliicii the pope hath now assumed. I 
hope, my lords, tlmt trutli and holiness are in a fait way of 
being banished from the ftce of the earth; Ibr I am per- 
suaded, ttiat this universal felher, his cardinals, legates, and 
bishops, will exert ajl their influence to promote our interest 
in the suppression of our enemies." Having said this, a 
flaming billow rolled over the imperial seat, and so stunned 
the good old prince, that he could speak no more for n 

Fastosvs. All those things I well remember, now you 
have mentioned them. But I want to know what you hani 
jjot in that leather bag. You have not become nailer, sure ! 

AVARO. This bag, sir, contains a thousand pounds, which 
a certain attorney, a dear child of mine, wants to have de- 
posited in some place of security, as he has not at present 
an opportunity of putting it out to generate, an increasing 
feculty with which all his other cash is endued. This ssme 
gentleman ia a person of great worth, ready to assist the 
rich and great, provided always that his good deeds are 
handsomely rewarded. But so cautious and prudent is he, 
that he utterly abhors parting with even eo small a pittance 
as a guinea, to relieve a poor distressed tradesman ; and in- 
deed for this very sufficient reason, that he cannot, in such 
a case, obtain land security for his money; so that if the 
poor man is ever so honest and industrious, he must even 
reconcile his thoughts to a dungetm, or seek relief from an- 
other quarter; for our wortiiy lawyer would part with no 
money to deliver him from it. His present fear is, lest any 
of his poor neighbors, knowing that he has plenty of money 
by him, should, by their pressing solicitations, over-persuade 
him to part with a little to help them in their distresses ; 
for he, like many other honest men, is determined to keep 
■vhat he has got, if one half of the parish should die ibr want 

Fastosus. By your description of the worthy lawyer, 1 
may expect his children as my pupils aflcr his decease. I 
warrrant me, Avaro, before their lather is half consumed by 
the worms, I shall have them bowing and cringing to me aa 
their god. I have remarked, for some thousands of years, 
that when the parents have worshipped the god Avaro, by 
giving themselves up to covetousness, for the most pari. 
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artar their decease, the children have made choice of ma 
Biiil our cousin I'rofenity for their patrons. Surely, if cob- 
etous parents knew what courses children would follow 
when their heads are laid low in the grave, and their souls 
stii! lower in hell, they would quarrel with tlieir god Avaro, 
qr die with grief on the prospect 

Ataeo. Ay, uncle ; but there is not one of all ray nu- 
merous disciples, who knows me by my proper name; and 
I am by for too subtle for them to find out the client My 
Englisli vussals, for instance, commonly worship me under 
the false names of industry or frugality, prudence or lauda- 
ble care ; but there is not one of them who can be prevailed 
with to believe iiimself a worshipper of the devil Avaro, 
which is, you know, my true and proper name. 

Fahtobijs. Nothing equals our success; for you damn 
the parents by covetousness, and we damn the children by 
pride and prolanity. Good Avaro, we have them hip and 
thigh; it is but a fewof all the mundane race that we lose; 
and those also we should have, if they were not forcibly 
taken fcoui us : but Ihis is one comfort, that if we must 
have the mortification of seeing any of the human race get 
safe to heaven, we have also the pleasure of disturbing and 
distracting their minds on the journey; and many of them 
we bring to the stake or gibbet, under Che direction of our 
good friend Crudelis, who presides over those hells upon 
earth, known by the name of the holy inquisitions. 

AvABO. HelJs, did you sayl Right, hells indeed! One 
holy inquisitor goes beyond an hundred of ojir fraternity in 
the art of cruelty, whicn you know is the first of the learned 
sc'^nces at Btome. Such wonderful inventions of torturing, 
one would have thought, could never have been contrived. 
What ingenuity does the rack display ! How excellently 
formed for exquisite torture ! What an apt resemblance ot 
the infernal furnace is tiie dry-pan! A contrivance worthy 
the most skilful among the Beelzehubian artists. But their 
watery torment, the gag and pitcher, is what raises them 
rnost in my esteem. jOmost every blockhead hath some 
notion of a hell of fire ; but it is peculiar to the skill of an 
holy inquisitor to contrive a hell of water. In this, FWosus, 
we must all knock under to them, for mdeed Ihey are our 
betters. And, to enhance tlieir merit, their torments are 
hillicted upon t)ie unhappy wretches, who fell into their 
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hands, under a sliovv of the grealest sanctity towards God, 
and pity to the unhappy victim of tlieir cruelty. And ». 
very strictly do they and their assisting fimiliars observe 
the rules of inviolable secrecy, that the world coji never 
Ijnow tiie hundredth part of their villany. 

Fabtosus. Secrecy is indispensably necessary to a peo|ile 
SB much devoted to our interest as the wortliy uiquisitors 
and the re^t of the Romish clergy are. Were it known to 
tim world what methods they take to aggrandize IhemscUes 
and support the papal hierarchy, the choot would be discov- 
ered, the fabric would fall to tiie ground, the craft by whidi 
they have tlieir wealth would soon be at an end, and -their 
reverences be brought into contempt. 

Certainly the great Beelzebub will deal gratefully with 
the holy fiither at Rome, and his cardinals, inquisitors and 
bishops, when they arrive in hell. For my own port, I 
sledfastly believe that if our good friends the popes and in- 
quisitors are not served below their quality, they will be put 
in poesession of the seats on the right hand of his maje^ly'a 
throne, as oar friend Mahomet and his mufties were in those 
on the left And when their extraordinary merit is consid- 
ered, our inferiml nobility will have no reason to grumble at 
their advancement; for nothing less can be deemed ade- 
quate to their uncommon merit and usefulness in confirming 
our dominion over mankind. And so fervenlJy have they 
our interest at heart, that it would be very extraordinary 
indeed, if any of them should be lost, and fall short of our 
dreary abode. 

AvARO. The basest ingratitude to use tliem otherwise, 
Fastosus. For my own part, I shall always give place to a 
pope or inquisitor, and I think it is the duty of all our sabie 
fraternity so to do ; for when their mferior species is consid- 
ered, it will appear that they not only vie with, but even 
exceed the most dexterous among us in many things. 

Fiaroaus. 1 am thinkmg, Avaro, of the easy station you 
have got, in comparison of mine. You are concerned but 
with a few, I am concerned with every one. You chiefly 
serve the higher ranks of people, but I am hackneyed niglit 
and day by all sorts of men, from his holiness the pope to 
the hermit in his cell, from tlie queen on the throno (c 
Bndtret the firmer's maid But was it not that 1 find n j 
acrount in it, and bj tl at mi ins am adored as a divinity 
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my pnncely mind would never Eubmit to such conslant 
drudgery. 

AvARo. Good Fastosua, I speak it with reverence, but 
you are esceedingly mistaken in my buBiuess. I assure 
you, it increaaeth every day upon my hands, and requites 
very constant application; insomuch, that for these twelve 
years I have not had time to close my eyes for one refresli- 
iiig nap. Ah, uncle ! I am concerned with, and for many ; 
and witb none more than with the sons of the mystic whore. 
This old bawd, with the scarlet gowa, hath many children, 
who Bwarm as locusts along the face of many European 
countries, and eat up ttie good of the land before tfiem. 
And there is not one amongst them, who knowa how to 
spend a day wilhout my company. When I would gladly 
lay me down for a little rest, one or other of them conjorei 
me up to inquire after pay for this funeral mass, that dispen- 
sation, or the other pardon. For, you may know, that with 
them there is nothing to he done without ready casli; for 
thev never give credit. 

Fastosus. That old proverb, "Money answereth all 
things," seems well adapted to tlic tenets of your disciples, 
Avaro. 

AvAKO. Wonderfully adapted, sir ! very wonderfiiily 
adapted ; for money forwards their devotion vastly, and 
helps them strangely on, m their way to heaven. Dear 
children of mine I oivn them to be! for, notwithstanding 
their pretended love to devotion and the souls of their fellow 
crfatures; if a poor man travelling from earth to heaven, 
should happen to be arrested by any of the oflicers of pur- 
gatory, (who make it their business to waylay travellers) 
and be Inrned over tc the tormentors; if such a man has 
not left a sufficient sum for purgatorial masses, and no well- 
disposed lay person is found to supply the deficient assets 
of the prisoner, he may lie, if it be possible, until he is 
burned to tinder, ere any parson of the convent will put one 
hand to help him out of those dreary flames. But, on the 
other hand, if a sufficient sum is left for masses to be said to 
the lady of Loretto, St. Dominick, St, Dennis, or any other 
eloquent samt, all the parsons will apply as cheerfully aa 
young droi.iodaries, and put their shoulders to the work, like 
BO many bulls in a yoke, until they have cleared him of hia 
prison. You may always he sure that with them, according 
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to the well-known proverb, " It is money tliat makes the 

mare to go." 

Fastosus. I pray you, Avaro, wliere does this same pur- 
gatory slanill I nave often heard of it, but never could meet 
with it, either in this a the other world, notwithstanding 1 
have sought it with care. 

Avaro. Ymihavesought for it inthe wrong place, uncle; 
you ^oiiid liave ransacked the brains of the pope and his 
clergy ; for there, aad nowhere else, tlie chimera is to be 
found. Il is only ft scheme to get money, that I contrived 
for them ; and hitherto it has answered our highest expecta- 
tions ; for by this craft tJie parsons have great emolument. 

Fastoscs. This I do know, that nothing is more attrac- 
tive of the attention of their reverences, than brilliant gold; 
for the sake of which, systems the most ateurd are imposed 
upon mankind, with the sanction of priestly authority. In- 
deed, it is presumed that these holy men will authorize no- 
thing but what is lucrative. O the wondertul trade of priest- 
craft! Indeed, Avaro, I begin to think youadeviiot good 
abilities, and an honor to the race of Becl/ebub. 

AvAEO. I am highly lAliged to you for your good opinion, 
sir ; and assure you, that were you acquainted with the sys- 
tem of our government, I should go near to rivet myself in 
your esteem ; an honor which I much desire, and m order 
to which, I shall relate a certain aflair which wonderfully 
displays the genius of priestcraft, and gives the most just 
idea of the doctrme of purgatory. 

Fastosus. I shall be glad lo hear it another time, cousin ; 
but for the present T must be gone, to forward my lady's 
robes ; foe tjie mantua-makec dare not toucli them before my 
arrival at Paris. Exactly four hours hence I shall give you 
the meeting. 

Avaro. ' shall thinn of the apjjoinlment, uncle. Suc- 
cess lo your ;nte "prise. 
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Beiho acquainted witli tho appomlment, I chose to wnit 
for their coming; but was so alarmed at what I had heard 
and seen, that I lurked close in my retreat, not daring to 
attempt any discoveries. At the time appointed, I perceived 
them walking up the valley ; and as they drew near, 

Pastosus said, Yes, Avaro, I assure you there was great 
joy in the court of VersaiUes on account of my arrival, and 
that both amongst the French and English ladies; the lat- 
ter of whom are tlie humble servile imitators of the former; 
which tends so to chagrin some, and give pleasure to otiiers 
oftliem, that by this means contenticms run very high among 
the French ladies. One part complains of the fiiglish, aa 
no more than the apes of the French ; these are they who 
would monopolize all the finery to themselves; therefore 
their censure of the English ladies is not to be regarded. 
The others boast of their superiority, and are not a little 
proud of their dominion over the tair Anglicans; who, tliey 
suppose, dare not attempt to introduce so much as the pat- 
tern of an head-dress, until it hath the approbation of the 
French. But to drop this for the present, Avaro, I shall be 
glad to hear the story you mentioned before we parted. 

Avaro. It was this, sir. There was a gentleman in 
Provence, a steady member of the holy Roman Catholic 
church, u'ho died lately, and as soon as dead, hts pious re- 
lations made his death known to iJieir reverences the priests, 
in order to procuie their good offices, in behalf of their de- 
parted friend, whose soul, it was upon no ill grouno feared, 
was hardly white enough for heaven, and would therefore 
be obliged to call at purgatory, for an effectual cleansing, 
ere he could proceed further upon his journey. The vene- 
rable priests no sooner heard of the gentleman's death, than 
tliey prudently began to consult the good of the church, and 
what means appeared to them the most likely to feather 
their own nest; as this must needs be done, either by the 
life or death of the laity. This being their sole intent, it 
DUsIy agreed to refer themselves to my direc 
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iion, aiju an interview in the apartment of tJie principnJ tvai 
requested. Being; al that time in the neighborhood, 1 imme- 
diately granted meir petition, and presented myself among 
them in the principal's chamber ; a place very familiar to me. 
The reverend old father was no sooner aware of my arrival, 
than he arose from hi^ seat, fell prostrate belbre me, to do 
me humble greetmg, n ithnl expressing the most grateful 
eeiibe of my care aiw condescension, in coming so soon to 
their assislance 

Humble salutation past, the principal addressed me in 
the foUon mg Limed manner " Worshipful Prudence," 
for tjiat IS the name I am known by among them, " ive 
have an affair of great importance to lay before you ; and 
with the profoundest humility will we thank you for your 



the nature of it 

AvARO \ou need not be ofTtnded, sir; for the gentie- 
mf-n in question have ai little of that as your heart could 
wish for It is not the nature, but the mere name of humility 
which serves the purposes of priestcraft; and which he and 
his brethren so much admired. And you know, sir, that the 
name without the nature of humility, is nothing but pride in 

Fastosus. Well, I am glad they have no more of it ; tor 
UiatHumility isa fellow whom I abhor; but I thank my stars 
it is very seldom that I meet with him ; however, when he 
and I do meet, we as naturally quarrel as the elephant and 
the rhinoceros. 

AvAHO. I assured tliem of myasaistance, and the old par 
son went on with his story. "O! thou priest-governing 
spirit, («aid he,) thou must know, tliat about eleven of the 
clock, last night, a neighboring gentleman went out of this 
into the other world, leaving behind him an eslate, upwards 
of ten thousand pounds per annum, devolving \o an only 
son, and to this convent has left no more than fourscore 
crowns, for the salutary work of delivering his poor soul 
from the dreadful flames of purgatory. I do not know, in- 
deed, but our great lady, whom we serve, might be satisfied 
with half the sum ; but we thy sen-ants are not so easily 
pkased. It is our pious desire to procure asirmchof the young 
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man's ealate; as by any means we can, for out own private 
use ; as none of us can tell what we may want before we 
die. Besiiies, we do not hnow but so large an estate, de- 
volving; unencumbered upon him, may be the means of ruin- 
ing the soul ant! body of tdeinexpenenced youth. Now, we, 
as tJie holy guardians of his salv-ation, think it necessarv, 
for the good of his soul, to cut off as much as we caji of tlie 
fuel of hia lusts; well linowmg how dangerous riches are to 
the kity. Thus, great patron, I have revealed tiie pious intent 
of out venerable brotherhood ; and, lovely spirit, if tliou canst 
by thy advice serve us in this matter, we entreat thee to do 
it; for our eyes a,re to thee, and our hearts are open to re- 

Fastosijs. Who could have thought, Avaro, of any of 
your disciples being exposed to such exalted piety 1 How- 
ever, it was piety of the true Romish stamp, greatly admired 
by the venetable clergy. 

Avaro. Well, said I, most reverend fiither, let not your 
pious mind be afflicted about the young gentleman's soul. 
I^t you and your worthy brethren observe my instructions; 
and 1 shall underlake to put you in possession of the greutest 
part of his estate; which, as you justly observe, will greatly 
redound to the safety of his soul. 

Be sure that you bury the old gentleman, witli as much 
seeming sorrow and devotion as might be expected from a 
well-paid parson ; yea, with as much feigned courtesy to the 
heir, as if the deceased had left you five hundred pounda 
Then be sure to say mass for him to your lady, St Dominick, 
St. Francis, ot to tlie saint of yr^ir convent, as soon as pos- 
eible. That being done, let a suUful messenger from your 
reverences wait on the son and heir, to tell hun that, alas! 
his poor ftther has got much deeper into purgatory than was 
expected, on account of some sins which he had concealed 
ftom his confessor; which suia, because Uiey are liidden, 
will take a great deal of burning, unless expiated in time by 
frequent masses. Tell him that you are not certain, but you 
hope, about two hundred crowns, laid out in masses lo some 
favorite, loquacious saint, may go near to procure liis deliv- 
erance. This news will probably so surprise the youth, that 
the messenger will receive the money, and hia hearty pray- 
ers into the Ejargain : for if he is a good churcl man, it wtU 
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not bo easy to persuade him lliat your reverences oi.'y aim 
at picking his pockela. 

lla.ving received the money, you must take care not to go 
any more to the youug genlJeman, until the time that ail 
tlie niaseeg might huve been said : then go to hicn again, and 
tell him that by fervent application you have at last got his 
father's eoul within a few yards of the sur&ceof the flames, 
that you cannot possibly restore him an inch fiirther, until 
more masses are said &r him ; and that you think an hun- 
dred crowns' worth more may, in all probability, clear jiuii. 
This bemg received, take care not to visit him again too 
soon, but wait until another quantity of masses might liave 
been siid. At a proper time ^tohim tisiin: expatiate much 
upon tlie piety of your brethren : Tell him, that by their 
enileavors, h^ &ther was quite discharged from the court of 
purgatory, and was just going to be turned out at the head- 
end of the town, when it happened, most unluckily, that 
there came up the soul of a woman, whom he liad debauch- 
ed in his life-time ; that this malicious woman liad brought 
an action against him, the bill was found, and the poor olc 
gentleman condemned to fiercer burnings than before, whick 
may last for many years, unless a speedy supply of money 
ia granted, to procure friends in heaven to intercede for hi4 
release. Tliis scheme will procure you double the former 
sums. You know, father, hidden sins take a great deal of 
burning. 

Six or eight months afterwards, go to the young gentle- 
man again, and tell him that you laid out his last money to 
the best advantage, that with it you procured half a dozen of 
the best orators in heaven to plead his fether's cause ; who, 
by their fervent supplications, had at last prevailed; that 
the old gentleman was delivered from his torments, and was 
led in triumph to the gates, to be dispatclied immediately 
fbr glory. But, as his unlucky stars would have it, just as 
the porter opened the gate, there came up the soul of a 
mendicant friar, whom the old gentleman had in his lite-time 
unhappily beat, and now openly accused him of tliis almost 
unpardonable crime : on which account he was remanded 
back to more exquisite torments than ever. Tell the young 
gentleman that this unhappy accident caused such grief tn 
flie brethren, that there is hardly any one of (hem able to 
lay Ave-Maria ; and that some of them intend, as soon as 
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their strength will admit, to go to Jerosalem, ta try if by 
any means they can procure his deliverance at the holy cros? 
or sepulchre. 

You know very well, reverend fiither, in what tender «iid 
pious strain to tell your story ; and to make it penetrate the 
deeper, you can shed a few crocodile tears over it If you 
manage wisely, you may, in this case, sell your tears al 
more than a crown each. Be sure thus always to f Tjri out 
some impediment or oUier to the old man's release. You 
may bring him often to the gates, but if once you let ntm 
go throuch, all your hopes are over from this quarter. Care 
^ould also be taken to mforni the young hetr of thn tre- 
mendous curses the pope has denounced agamst those impi- 
ous children, who enjoy their wealth and ease, whilst they 
Bufier their poor unmippyjja rents t« lie roasting in purgato- 
ry, rather than pay the prcesta for delivering them. 

pASTOsva Ay, Avaro! But what if the young gentle- 
man should have sense enough to see through the villany 
of the parsons, and courage enough to refuse the money I 
How then, cousin .' 

AvARO. That was what 1 was going to tell yon, sir. 
For, continued I, if; sir, young 'squire Great-purse should 
have sagacity enough to see through your scheme, and deny 
you the money, let oneof your most devout bretliren assvime 
the ghost, from night to night haunt his dwcllins-, and, in an 
articulate manner, utter, in the name of tlie iuther deceas- 
ed, the most dreadful curses against his nndutifiil son, who 
poHsesseth a lai'^e estate in peace and pleasure, whilst his 
poor fether lies hroiiing in the flames of purgatory. By 
these means you may procure either all or most of tiie es- 
tate to yourselves. 

Fastosus. An excellent scheme ! and, from what I have 
known of those reverend worthies, exactly suited to their 
taste and principles. 

AvARO. It was so, as you shall hear ; For I had no sooner 
finished, but the aged fiither, who was not likely to live to 
say many more masses, arose, and, witli tears in his eyes, 
thanked me a thousand times for my cordial advice; pro- 
testing that nothing could be belter sjdapled to the end pro- 
posed, or more agreeable to the principles both of him and 
his brethren ; assuring me that they would follow my direo- 
tions, as invariably as Saturn does his ortit 
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Fastosus, By this aocoiint of Ih Ron h p st t ap. 

Ecars that they are at no loss for h d Pu ato ftl 

re, holy water, massp^ diapei sat pa d n &. a e 

commodities which do not require a e j la e cap tal qqi] 
yet are attended with considerable p ofits fh g eat par 
sons, over and ahove the tythe of the lands, have very ad- 
I'anlageous craft by this means. Bat between you and me, 
cousin, it is all the merchandise of the scarlet strumpet. 

AvABO. It would be dangerous lo our mterest, if the 
world should know the truth. Then our great vicegerent 
would be worshipped aa a god no more. The wondrous 
beast which ascended out rf the sea of ignorance and error, 
would be lorn iimb from limb, and his carcass given to tlie 
hawks and ravens. 

Fastosus. So then I find you are a papist aa well as ine. 
r myself have large concerns among the clergy, and with 
none more than hia holiness the pope, the ^reat parson at 
Rome; the parson of the parsons. This imiversal parson, 
though he pretends to be descended from Peter, my enemy, 
hath conceived such a good opinion of my abilities, that he 
will not make a decree, nor publish a bull, until I have put 
the finishing hand to it. You know, cousin, tliat 1 am none 
of those who are backward in showing theu' opinion, but 
readily dictate lo all who refer themselves lo my direction. 
As to his holiness, notwithstanding he is the father of the 
whole church, he is ray humble servant ; and, as I said be- 
fore, consults me upon all occasions. The advice that 1 
give, in general, is, that by all means he take care lo keep 
up his authority over the consciences and liberties of man- 
kmd ; and tlie same advice I give to the clergy in general 
Hence every parson attempts to reign within his own dis- 
trict, despotic and supreme over the consciences of tJie peo- 
ple, who are obliged, imder pain of damnation, to honor hiin 
as the plenipotentiary of heaven, and the arbitrary distribu- 
ter of blessmgs and curses. I advise his holiness at all 
events, lo support his in&llibility beyond the scriptures of 
truth, and his supremacy above the laws of God or man. 
This same advice I whisper in the ear of my clergy in gen- 
eral, who, to a man, agree that the scripture shall not pa^ 
with toleration, unless it is dres«ed in the garb of their 
mlerpretations. As such, and only as such, it is imposed on 
their parishioners. The good old vicar never contradicts 
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any thing I say, notwithstanding ho knoivs, at the same 
time, his prPtension'i to he a cheat; but to the utmost of hia 
power, follows tJie directiDiis of liia odored Fastosus; and 
never did mortal man show more implicit obedience to the 
monarch of darkness. 

AvARo, bo then the papists wordiip his holiness the 
pope, and he worships the devil Fastosus. Is not this the 
system of tlie popish divmily m a few words, uncle? 

F^rrosus It la so, and a system adhered to by many 
who are called Protestants. For, with such love to wealth 
and honor have yon and I inspired them, that although, as 
reasonable bemgs, they must know that tiie Almighty Ruler 
wi]l bring^ their ways into impartial scrutiny, and judge 
them for then: aUaciuus guile ; yel, far the sake of worldly 
riches and honor, at all events, they resolutely follow our 
directions. 

AvAHO. Ay, sir, that is the heaven of the priests. They 
both seek and have their reward. The fat of the land is in 
their possession, and they are honored aa the directors of 
conscience. And yet they are the successors of the apos- 
tles, who had neither silver nor gold ; and yet tiey are tlie 
ministers of Jesus, who would not receive honors from men. 
And yet they are the most humble creatures that ever lived ; 
and yet it is death to contradict them. 

Fastosus. Having made sure of tlie mighty fiither of 
the world, his holiness of Rome, to join issue witli us in 
promoting our interest among men ; I have an excellent de- 
vice to insure all the other ranks of his dependent clergy 
to our interest likewise. The patriarchs and cardinals are 
sure to prove loyal to the pope, and, of consequence, to us, 
from a hope, which I have inspired each of them with, of 
one day ascending the papal throne himself The loyalty 
of the archbishops is insured by the hope of a cardinal's 
hat, and their right reverences the bishops are sure to re- 
main inoffensive animals, in hope of attaining in some fu- 
ture period the archiepiscopal dignity. The same device 
nma through all the otiier ranks of the clergy, and thereby 
Jiey are all rendered my humble servants. By these things 
it appears that we are likely to have a very plentiful har- 

Ataro. Doubt it not, Fastosus. Beelzebub's regions will 
lie well provided with gentlemen in holy orders, who are at 
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de-~terous in managing the cheat, that it is carried ou, un 
perceived Iw their adorers. Look ye, Fasfosus! wlio comesl 
it isCrudelis! Where do you uiink that deformed spirit 
can be going now? 

Fastosus. He is on the scent of blood, I warrant hiro. 
By his nature he might have been got by a panther, and 
nursed by a mountain bear. 

AvARO. Let us call him, sir; perhaps we may learn 
some news of him. So, ho! Crudehs; what, not a word 
wilh you '! 

Ckcdelis. Hah, gentlemen! are you here] I did nol 
think of meeting with you, my dear friends and fellow de 
Btrojers. How do you do, Fastosus 1 And how do you do 

Both. We are pretty well, cousin; only jaded a little 
wiUi constant applicatiou to busmess. But pray, Cmdelis, 
how have you been employed of late ! 

Cbbdbus, Employed, do you sayl Never fear me. 1 
have not been idle, I assure you. Do you supposb that I 
can pick up no game in Britam, in this golden agel If you 
do, yon are greatly mistaken. It is true, that some of llie 
late kings of Engfend have been my avowed enemies, and 
aa fer as in them lay, have expelled me the kingdom. But 
be they as vigilant aa they will, I find opportunity of break- 
bg throua;h !ho fences which they have reared against me , 
when you may be sure, if I cannot get great, I pick up 
small game, of which I can only give you & very small 
spooimen at present. In one place I persuaded an ambitious 
child to poison, or otherwise kill, an old cumbersame parent, 
who wiD not die without violent measures. I prevailed 
with a rcgue, in another place, to dispatch h b woman, and 
her brat, (o preserve his own reputation and estate. In a 
third, I stir up an ambitious servant to kill and plunder his 
master. And frequently I can prevail with one gentleman 
to kill another in a duel, on some punctilio of iaise honor. 
And sometimes I persuade the despairing wretch to lay vio- 
lent liands on himself, destroy his own miserable life, and 
hy doing so, enter upon another infinitely more miserable. 
Then I take to my heels, and am followed with i hue and 
cry all over the nation. But thank you, I am too swift for 
them all, 1 never give tliem time to eay, " Cmdelis is 
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here." But they often say, "These arc tJie tricks of that 
horrid duvil CrudeliB." 

Yeeterday I was attending a duel, whicli I inyaelf stirred 
np, (as I suppose you know Uiat all duels are of my insli- 
galion.) so it was here; I persuaded the gentlemeo com- 
baiauts to fight with sword and pistol, hoping that both 
H'oiild have faJlen io the action. But though my design was 
good, as ili-luck would have it, it miscarried, and only one 
of tliem bit the ground. However, I am not without hope 
tint Ihe otlier will bi; hanged tor the murder, and, if so, then 
I have niy design. 1 assure you, gentlenien, I use my ut- 
most endeavors to throng the nether regions. 0, my brother 
destroyers! I could tell you such stories as would make you 
bless yourselves, ajid adore the prbce Crudelis. These are 
but trifling things, thrown in to whet your appetite against 
tlie next opportunity. Then you shall hear. But for Uiia 
time I must be going. Adieu, gentry, for I smell blood at 
a distance. 

Fastosus. It is amazing what power this deformed fiend 
hath obtained over mankind. What ills, so very different 
from the principles of humanity, he hath by hia barbarous 
insinuations introduced. What is very surprising, he hath 
made mankind more cruel to fHie another, than we infernal 
spirits are among ourselves. He stira them up to destroy 
and devour one another: but we are nerer known to quar- 
rel among ourselves, nor to make war upon our own race. 
Be that the part of foolish man: We devils are masters of 
better policy. This very Crudelis himself, sanguine as he 
is to devour blinded mortals, lays aside all his voracity, 
when he joins our Hack assembly, and is aa tame a devil aa 
any of us. Well may you and I destroy with success, when 
such a deformed lump of hell as Crudelis, is made welcome 
among them. 

AvABO. But with your leave, sir, as Cnidelis is gone, let 
us resume our discourse. I remember, before he interrupted 
us, you briefly hinted that you were somewhat addicted to 
religion, and that you are a papist too. I was never wont 
to consider you aa a religious devil ; much less did I think 
that you assumed to yourself any of tliose distinctions, which 
divide die professedly Christian world. I thought, formerly, 
that the great Fastosus had dwelt only in kings' courte, 
with people of soft raiment, and occasionally waited on the 
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nobility and gentry, at their country-seats. What! Iho 

devil Fastosiis a. papist too ! 

FAffTOsus. In reality, Avaro, {to make use of a Iiumah 
iJirase) your ignorance is enough to provoke the very dcvJL 
Do you not know jet, if I were not jack of all trades and 
religions, I could never maintain my sway over men as 1 
do. I have very great concern in religious matlfifs, I a& 
sure you, and that among more denominations tlian some 
people like to hear of! Sometimes I am aniong the Pagans 
worshipped as an arch-flamin, snd president of all tlicir re 
lijjious orders. Very frequently I have the honor of fiUmg 
the papal chair. Then 1 am adored under the venerable 
names of Pius, Innocent, Benedict, &c. accounted tiie uni- 
versal pastor, head of the church, and father of the whole 
world. Occasionally I ait as judge in the holy inquisitive 
tribunal, where Concupiscentia and I are adored as divini- 
ties. Now I am an holy mussulman, and styled his rever- 
ence mufti, Muly Alab. Then, before you are aware, I am 
shut up in a cloister with the nuns and iriars, whom I make 
more proud of their pretended chastity than a thousand 
sainfa are of their real graces. On such occasions, I am 
known by the name of the venerable matron Humility. It 
happens, also, that I am obliged to metamorphose myself 
into a capuchin, or a Palmerian friar, and in that show of 
self-denial I beg my bread from door to door. By these 
means I teach the fanUetical devotees to be more proud of 
(heir awkward form, and voluntary humility, than a wise 
eail would be of all his landgraviate. Anon, I change my 
station, and find myself an abbot of a convent, where my 
dependinff priests and brethren worship me under the name 
of the holy lather. Then, very soon after, you will find me 
attending the worthy confessor in hifl visitation ; when, to 
be sure, I persuade his self-conceited reverence that he is 
well-nigh as pure as the most holy mother pope Joan, a for- 
tunate lady, who, a few centuries ago, became head of the 
church, and mother of the whole world. The hermit, in 
his cell, on the mountains of Ararat, frequentlv offers his 
adoration to me, and, for my part, in return for his obsequi- 
ousness, I am in no wise spring of my exalting influence. 
I persuade the world-abdicating wretch that his solitary resi- 
dence in that holy asylum, far more than merits a mansion 
in heaven , and at his peri), that he slir not one fcx)t fnm 
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trience, to go down into nn ungodly world ; ihe niounUin. 
top, or B cell in ihe desert, being the best place imaginable, 
in wbich to merit everlasting glory. The worthy berniit 
admits my doctrine to be true, his Eivorite passion is gratified, 
and he obeys implicitly my directions. 

AvAHo. Then his eremitical reverence never questions 
the goodness of his heart, I perceive. He knows not fliat 
he carries a spring of iniqnity within himself even to tlie 
desert, or tlie mountain's top. 

Fasitosus. No, no, he fears no evil from within. If he 
gfits to a distance remote enough &om the rest of mankind, 
he can repose the greatest confidence in his own heart ; and 
thereby proclaims his fbli)' to all the world. I assure liim, 
that if he will remain dunng life in his cell, wlien he contes 
to die, he will have holiness sufficient for himself; and a 
large redundancy, by which he may help some poor friend 
out of purgatory. 

AvARO. Hey day! how different was Paul's doctrine 
from yours and Ihe hermit's, Fastosus! He asserted that 
by the works of the law no flesh living should be justified ; 
but you and he helieve that W the works of the law a man 
maybe more than justified. Yea,tiiatfayolffierv!ng of things 
nowhere commanded in the law, such as forsaking society, 
counting beads, and mumbling prayers, he may not only jus- 
tilj himselii but help another to justiflcatbn. 

Fastosus. Ay, Avaro, the hermit believes so; but for 
my part I believe no such thing. I know better, though I 
thus delude him. But to pass on with my story, I can tell 
you, I have a good deal of employment among your disci- 
ples, cousin, and with tliem I work wonders of compelled 
generosity. I meet with many, who never had the heart 
to perform one virtuous, benevolent action, whilst health 
continued ; who, when they perceive that they must come 
to a reckoning in the other world, are very assiduous to have 
tljeir accounts balanced aforehand. I persuade them to leave 
a massy sum to this hospital, to the other parish, or to eor- 
lain meeting-houses. When I thus direct the will of de- 
votees, one leaves gokl enough to build a chapel for our 
lady, a second doth the like for St. Peter, and a third for SL 
Dominick. But in general they are most fond of saints of 
their own rearing, the greatest part of whom are now made 
constellations in tlie nether sky, and courtiers to the prino* 
C3 
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Beelzebub. Ask you me, Avaro, what end the lesfator haa 
in those pious legaciesl I tell you, by tills time he sees tlml 
tlie maimer in which he got avid kept his money, hits not 
llie least tendency to save him from destruction; and ha 
knows hut one way lo avert the irapendmg judgraeat; that 
it^, to leave his so and so gotten money &r the good of tJie 
church; and that, he is \ald, never faik to sanctify every 
measure I« procure it Some of tiiose deluded testators are 
not without hope, that, in some future period, their names 
ivill be enrolled in the pope's bibla; and their shrines adored 
in the Christian pantJieon, at Rome, where all the gods of 
the papal hierarchy are enshrined. 

AvAHO. Good Fostosus, I really tliink, that, if the pa- 
pists would act in character, tliey should dedicate tiieir tem- 
ples to Si. Judas, SL Demas, St. Demetrius, St Alexuiider 
the coppersmith, &c. for they are the genuine ofEipring' of 
those celebrated heroes. 

Fasvosvs. Their very descendants, cousin. You and I, 
who know what we see, can discern no essentia! difference 
between the holy Roman Catholic religion, and that of llie 
ancient pagans. It was the most exceflent device imagina- 
ble to introduce p^atiism under the specious show of ortho- 
dox and infellible Christianity. And I can teU you, there 
is no essential difference between the popish religion, and 
that of some sects of very staunch Protestants; but these 
tilings we must keep to ourselves ; for 1 would not, for ever 
so much, our people should know that the popish religion is 
diabolic. 

AvARo. I should be glad to hear it made out, uncle, how 
tlte religion of some Protestants is much the same witJi that 
of the papists: this being well cleared up will yield me 

Fastobus. I can clear it up, Avaro. And shall, at a 
lime convenient; but not now. I must go and put the fin- 
ishing hand to my lady's robes. To-morrow I shall meet 
you here. Adieu. 

AvABo. Well, seeing my uncle is gone, I'll go and hide 
tlie lawyer's money in a place of safety, and return to eomp 
business which I promised to transact for my woriliy chil- 
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The way being clear by the departure of Faslosus and 
Avaro, I came out of my lurking place, in order to make 
what discoveries I could in the valley, which I now knew 
to be a rendezvous for those evil Bpirits, who so dreadfully 
have enslaved mankind. I had not gone far, before my 
alarmed imagination translbrmed every thing I saw into a 
devil; the croaking of tlie raven waa as dreadful as the 
voice of an hol^bljn ; and the shrieking of the owl as ter 
riUe as the roaring of ApoUyon. Every distant bush seem 
ed to bear the aspect of some devouring fiend, so powerful 
vras tlie influence of my imagination. Curiosity, however, 
had EtDl the ascendency over my fears; and I wandered 
from place lo place, seekbg for Eomediing new. At length 
I saw, at some distance, a tall gigantic tbrm. slowly moving 
towards me. A tbrm nearly aa huge as the steeple of SL 
Culhbert'a church, at Dulmensis. Every time he contract- 
ed his extensive chest, he darkened the air with the breath 
which issued from his expanded nostrils, as pillars of smoke 
from the chimney of a fire-engine : smaller streams of the 
same darkening vapor came curling forth from his armpits, 
and every pore of his skin, so that wherever he came he 
blackened the air around him. 

Now, thought I, my life is not worth two-pence, if yon- 
der demon lay hold on me. Therefore I ran with fitli speed 
to the clifF of the rock, where I had lurked so secure be- 
fore : and having taken sanctuary m tlie Eubterraneous cell, 
L gathered so much courage as to peep out, that I mi"lit 
learn what WRs become of 3ie terrible monster. 1 saw that 
he was got almost \o the door of my cave. Frightened 1 
waa, you may be sure; nevertheless, 1 comforted myself 
with the tJiought, Ihat sucha tremendous bulk could not en- 
ter my narrow retreat. lie said to himself (his voice as he 
spoke resembling hollow thunder) "I thought I had seen 
Ihe honorable Pastosus, and the carefiil Avaro, walking 
here just now; but I might be mistaken; or if they have 
been here, they are gone on our great father's business, no 
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doubt Well, seeing it is so, I will take a turn or two in 

the vole, and then return to my business again." 

Notwithstanding all the tremor of my mind, I was ea^rei 
to know what he was, and how he came hither ; but durst 
not discover mj^selC lest he should prove a devil of the can- 
nibal kind, which if he should, I thought thai he would 
scarce make one mouthful of my dirainutiye carcass. But 
when he mentioned gomg to business again, I queried 
whether he might not be one of Vulcan's smiths, come out 
of the forge to take a refreshing walk ; then I recollected, 
and asked myself, " If he is one of the cyclops, how cama 
he to be acquainted with the devils Fastoaus and Avaro!" 
I continued in this dreadful suspense for some time, until at 
last seeing one of his companions, he entered into discourse 
with him. I found that his name was Infidelis, and that 
of the other Tmpiatoh. 

Infideus. Impiator, my child, how do you dol I am 
glad to meet my son in the vale of horrors, in so lucky an 

Impiator, Hah, my worshipful father, Infidelis ! Am I 
Eo happy as to meet with you here 1 My venerable sire, 
how do you dol 

Infidelis. I thank you, son, very well. Notwithstand- 
ing my great age, and hurry of business, I do not find the 
least decay in my constitution, but rather seem to grow 
stronger ; and indeed there is a prediction on record, that I 
shall be strongest at the last 

What pleasure does it give mc, my dear Impiator, to 
hear (hat yon are bo successfiil, in ensnaring the minds and 
corrupting the morals of mankind, throughout every nation 
of the world. If what I hear of you be true, you approve 
yourself a right chip of the old Hock. I rejoice that some 
of all ranks and degrees of people are so subjected \o our 
Bway. I am told that many, even of the professors of reli- 
gion, fondly caress you, ray son. 

InpiATOH. Indeed, sir, it must not be denied that my 
kingdom is in a growing condition, all over the world. T 
think I was hardly ever so much, and never more caressed 
than I am now. Even in pagan nations, heretofore remark- 
able for uprightness and temperance, I have introduced the 
fiishionahle vices of the Christian world : so that an Indian 
will drink and swear even with an Englislmian; and lie 
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and cheat as fast, as a Gaul or an Hollander. Greatly am I 
beholden to a certain company for inslructiiig the eastern 
world in the learned atla of violence, rapine, and niur- 
lier. Not to dwell, however, on the conversion of Ihe pa- 
gans to the vices of nominal Christians, much improvement 
has been made even m Christendom itself, of which, take 
the following instancee out of many that might he given. 

It is not a vast number of years since your son Impiator 
was held in perfect disdain in Scotland; but now I have 
chosen many legions of the Caledonians ibr myself I think 
I ought rather to say, that being quite tired of the service 
of Sobriety, a prince of another fomily, they made choice 
of me for their ruler. But you know, fether, that I am no 
scholar, therefore improprieties in my speech are not at all 
to be wondered at. However, I have reduced the Scotch 
to such a veneration for my once hated person, that they 
have cordially embraced the ornamental vices of the Eng- 
lish nation; such as sabbath-breaking, whoring, ilrunken- 
ness, swearmg, gambling, &c. ; but whether they will be aa 
successful in obtaining pensions from the government, aAer 
they have gambled away (heir estates, is not so easy to de- 
termine. The conquest of the Scotch, sir, is the more 
agreeable k> me, because, as I said, there was a time, when 
those vices were hardly so much aa known in that country; 
now, who but Profenity in all their towns 1 Nor am I with- 
out my wor^ippers in the country, even among their Pres- 
byterian parsons themselves. 

Infidblib. Glad am I that my lovely child has subdued 
the stubborn Scotch, For I well know that the Presbyte- 
rians there resisted your influence long after I iiad erected 
my standard in the land ; yea, after multitudes flocked to it, 
and BWore allegiance to the great Infidelis. But how, my 
son, hast thou so happily accomplished this changel 

Ihpiator. Really, sir, I ob^ined he?p from a quarter 
whence tliere was not the least reason to expect it I mean 
from the parsons, the spiritual guides of the people. It hap 
peaed thus: The parsons of the kirk quarrelled among 
themselves, and divided into two parties ; one of which for- 
Book their mother kirk, and very solemnly delivered up the 
other party to the devil ; on the other hand, the reverend 
gentlemen, who abode in the kirk, in the like spirit of de- 
votion, delivered tip the schismatics, ptirson and people, Ic 
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Beelzebub. Beeliebub, who you know is never backward 
in receiving a gift of tliis kind, finding that all the presby- 
teriane in bcotland were thus in full tale made over to him, 
laid his handa upon as many of tliem as he could conveni- 
ently reach, and made such use of them as greatly assisted 
iny operations. Little was noiv to be heard in the pulpit, 
except railing, sculding, calling ill names, and tossing 
anathemas, from one party to the other. Thus while they 
went on bandying curses, we went on persuading the peo- 
ple tliat religion is a ^rce, and that true happiness consists 
m present gratification; and this doctrine, readily afiecting 
the heart and senses, was eagerly received, and my govern- 
ment established. 

Infidbus. It was a favorable juncture indeed ; and I 
have often remarked, that if there was any turn of reli- 
gious a&irs much in our favor, for the most part, we have 
parsons to thank for their assistance in it lifany instances 
of this might be given. But I pray thee, my son, didst thou 
ever hearof ray original, and the nature of my government J 

Impiator. No, not I, indeed. You know, sir, I was born 
with evident signs of stupidity, and therefore could never 
read ; and, to tell you the truth, all my cares are in the 
present tense, without inquiring into either originals or ter 



Infideus. All this I know, my child. But, as we are 
aecure from mortal auditors, being in Horrida Vallis, if you 
can spare a little time, I wiD give you some account of my 
rise and progress. Perhaps it may have a happy tendency 
to promote your destructive designs, and so strengthen the 
pillars of the elevated throne of great Profenity. What I 
relate you may depend upon Eir trutli: for, although wa 
aeldcHD fpeak any thing but lies to mankind, one devil may 
well enough depend upon the word of another. 

Ihpiatob. Yes, that we may, sir ; and I presume if man- 
kind were lo hear what passeth at our private conferences, 
they wuuld not continue long m fond of our service as they 
are at present. As to your story, sir, I am ready to hear it 
Perhaps, as you say, I may profit by it. 

jNPiMELis. Well then, my son, you will observe that lam 
of a very great age, well-nigh as old as the world, which 
voa see is worn quite threadbare, and will in a little time 
be folded up as an old garment of no use. As to my original 
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I can tell you that I am we!! descended ; of royal lineage, 
I assure you. Great Beelzebub himself begat me, and my 
sister Ignorantia, on Eve, the mother of all living on earth. 
When I came to years of maturity, he gave me Ignorantia, 
my fellow-twin, to wife ; and by her I had you, with your 
worthy brethren, Avaro, Falajt, Crudelifi, and your eisters, 
Perfidia, Concnpiscentia, &c. At the same time my elder 
brother Pastosus, who had Inscientia, a lady of remarkable 
beauty, given him to wife, begat on her Arabitiosiis, Contu- 
max, Discordans, and their sisters Malevolentia, Iracundia, 
and a large train of excellent worthies, femous in the aimala 
of the neiher regions. 

As soon as I was born, I stood up like a stupendous wall 
betwixt the Creator and the creature, so that blessings, of a 
spiritual kind, could not descend from God to man, nor 
could obedience ascend from man to God. One of the first 
things I did was to maim their moral powers, and accom- 
plish an union betwixt Ijiem and my great fether Beelzebub. 
Such an union I did establish, as nothing natural shall ever 
be able to dissolve. 

Impiator. Ha 1 mj sire, you Ijegan very early indeed. 
You spent little idle time in your infency; ™1 proved very 
successful in your first enterprise too! 

Infideus. I have no reason to complain for want of suc- 
cess, I assure you. But you shaD hear. The very moment 
I was brought forth, the great Beelzebub gazed upon me 
with all the admiration of a father infernal, and said, that I 
was the loveliest babe his eyes ever beheld. Multitudes of 
his sable menials, flocking together, were likewise aston- 
ished at my beauties. Such majestic grace displayed itself 
in my coimtenance, though then but an in&nt, that al! 
agreed "I was father's own child." Moreover, bucu were 
their hopes of my usefulness, that great Beelzebub, and his 
peers, did what they could, sparing neither pabs nor ex- 
pense, to have me transported to hell, to he nursed up at the 
infernal court; believmg that my presence would greatly 
a!leviat« their distress, and prevent their trembling on the 
thoughts of futurity. But my constitution being altogether 
earthy, it was found by experience that the infernal air was 
too hot for me, and that I could not live within the confines 
of the damned. Earth, my cliild, only earth is my habita- 
tion. Here I was bom, and liere I suppose I must die. 
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Impiator. With your leave, father, I tliink I have some- 
where heard, that all who are now the inhabitants of the 
deep are unbelievers. How comes this lo pass, if the greal 
Infidel is cannot live in those torrid regions. 

iNFtDEue. I perceive, child, that you are no great profi- 
cient in theology. As for me, I have dealt against divine 
matters all my days. It is your province to counteract 
moral principles, not interfering much with things divine; 
and my province to oppose truth, rather than promote im- 
morality; therefore I shall inform you how it comes to pass. 
Know Uien, that what a man is when he dies, such he is in 
the eye of the moral law to all eternity ; for death casts the 
die, and in the same pteture in which the tree &Ils it must 
lie for ever : but with infidelity they never more agree. For 
instance, many of them, whilst on earth, could not be pre- 
vailed on lo believe that there is a God ; but in hell they are 
feelingly convinced of the truth of this doctrine. Now they 
believe that there is a terrible God, and that they are taJlen 
into his dreadful hands. Search hell through all its comers, 
ransack every furnace in the fiery world, and you will find 
never an atheist therein. Others, whilst on earth, were not 
qnite BO Btupid as to ima^ne that this beautiful world, and 
all things therem, came into existence of themselves, and 
that the economy of nature is wholly effected by chance : 
therefore, they assented to the being of God ; but deemed 
it enthusiasm to suppose that this God should subject his 
creatures unto a written law. They sneered at the authority 
of the scriptures ; ridiculed eve^ part of mstituted worship ; 
and gloried in Uieir infidelity. But now, they are sentencpd 
to hell, and have had a specimen of eternal torment, they 
most sincerely believe t)ie veracity of the scriptures ; finding 
themselves to have been judged acccordiu^ to what is writ- 
ten m them. Others, wliilst health and str^n^.h continued 
with them, supposed God was only .lesting, when ne threat- 
ened thesinnerwilJi the vengeance of eternal fire; but now 
they are in heil, enduring that vengeance, they verily be- 
lieve that he was in earnest. In short, son, many of them 
disbelieved that there is either God or devil, heaven or hell ; 
but now, all these things are certain, even to demonstration, 
with them; they having been driven to associate with the 
peers of darkness. 

The very best of historical feith is to be found in helL 
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Theie are millions now inhabiting there, who, when on 
earlh, could boast Ihat they had good hearts, and believed 
well fil. their days, but who never began in roalily lo be- 
lieve the report of the bible, until they tasted the sulphur 
of the lake. Then they believed very eincereiy, though 
very much against their inclination. Now do yi/u unde> 
stand me, when I tell you that unbelief cannot live in hell! 

Impiitoh. Yes ; but you amaze me, ar ! I never heard 
60 much before. What a learned devil you ore ! The fe- 
moua pope Hellbrand himself could not have discussed the 
subject with greater accuracy. One may see from you 

what it is to he eonvereaut with popes, councils, c 

tions, and the clergy. But b our country all the ci 
lion runs upon horBe^JOursing, card-playing, cdck-tiguuiig, 
fox-hunting, whore-making, swearing, lying, cheating and 
drinking. Not a word about religion, unless it is to damn 
the parson foe a sanctified hypocrite. And more, sir, I never 
knew that I had so many brethren and sisters before. Right 
well I knew that i was begotten by you ; but I looked on 
myself as your only son by IgnorantJa, my mother. Those 
honorable spirits, whom you mention as my brethren, I al- 
ways took to We been sons of Beelzebub, your brethren 
and ray uncles. I should never have thought of a fraternal 
relation subsisting between them and myself, in any other 
way than co-operatbn. 

Inhdelis.' You have been greatly mistaken, Impiator; 
for Beelzebub never begat a son besides myself, and my 
brother Fastosus, who is something older than L I am aware 
that there are some who allege that Contomax, Cnideiis, 
Discordans, &c, are the natural children of the great Beel- 
zebub ; but it is a mistake ; for they are cmly his grandchU- 
dren, sons to my brother Fastosos. The very moment that 
Contumajt was brought forth, our great fiither Beelzebub, 
with all his adherents, were cast down from the inefiable 
heights of primeval glory, to the depths of bottomless perdi- 
tion; and, according to a certain historian, were nine natu- 
ral days in felling. Now, mj- dear Impiator, by this ac- 
count, Contumas is your cousin, and my nephew. So that 
you are not only a brother in government wilh those illus- 
trious princes; but sprung from the same famous ancestoM 
with them. 

Ihpiatoe. Indeed, sir, I am astonished at your story; 
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but you know that I am no scholar, and that ought toescuse 
for my ignorance of matters bo profound. Besides, such 
things very seldom make a great impression on my mind, 
being quite out of my latitude. However, T should be plaii 
to know how your extensive government was established. 

Ikfideus. How it elates my mind, to hear my dear Ini- 
piator express desire after instruction 1 I will inform yoii as 
tar as I myself have known. My kingdom, which is indeed 
extensive, was established as follows. As soon as I was 
born, I began to call in question the truth, goodness, and 
auihortty of the Almichty ; and in every respect set myself 
to oppose the Eternal, by contradicting every word which 
he spake to man. 

For instance, when God said toman, "Thou slialt not eat 
of the fruit of such and such a tree;" altlioogh then in my 
infancy, I stepped up to man, and thus interrogated him; 
Hath God indeed said sol are you sure of it ! are you not 
mistaken, think you 1 You must needs have misuniferatood 
him; for it cannot be consistent with the goodness of such a 
being as God is, to forbid your eating the fruit of such a di- 
vine tree. And as God had said, " In the day you eat 
thereof you shall surely die," I addressed myself to man 
after this manner. Die too ! nay, ye shall not die. That 
is only an empty threatening, to keep your conscience in 
nwe ; for God doth very well know, that if you eat of that 

trecioua fruit ye shall be Gods, like himself, having know- 
idge of good and evil. For this it is that he hath prohibited 
the use of Ibis divine tree. My brother, Pastosos, also per- 
formed wonders on this occasion. By these means I brought 
over man to my obedience. Thus I established my interest 
upon earth, and hitherto I have maintained it With safety 
may 1 say that my good friends, both parsons and people, to 
this day, love me as their lives, and at any time sooner take 
the bare word of the adored Infidelis, than the word and oath 
of the God of Heaven. 

luplATOR. Why sir, you began from a child to work the 
delightful works of darkness. 

Infidelis. Yes, I am ihe eldest of all the Beelzebubian 
oflspr'n^, Faatosus alone excepted ; and I yield in paint of 

Eivemraent to none of the princes. Fastojus and I, indeed, 
Lve a dispute between us, concemiiig the extent of our 
earthly territories. I can freely allow him the pre-eminence 
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ff itn tespect to his angelic dominions ; but I can never be 
broi^ht to own that his sway over mankind is more exten- 
sive than mine, nor yet more sovereign. I yielJ to none in 
this debate ; for all men are included under my govern- 
ment : and what nialiea greatly for ray interest is, that the 
far greater part of them cannot be persuaded that I have 
any real existence. Thus it ia, my dear Irapiator, I reign 
almost universally over mankind, and they perceive it not 
Many thousands of those good people, who believe nothing 
of my existence, and who, in tlieir own imagination, liad be- 
lieved well all their days, have I conducted very safely down 
to the dark abodes of ever^nawing anguish; within which 
they were no sooner entered and began to taste of the en- 
tertainment, than they were fully convinced they had never 
believed aright. It is the unparalleled dexterity of our ad- 
ministration, that all our works are performed in obscurity. 
And, let me tell thee, child, it will require a better light, 
than any natural ray of the human understand ii^, to trace 
and detect our deep intrigues. Thus far, with respect to 
myself and government. I shall take it kind if you will, in 
your turn, oblige me with some account of yours, my son. 

Ihpiatok. Yea, sir, your command shall be instantly 
obeyed; yet upon this condition only, tliat yon excuse my 
inaccuracies; becauselknowmyselftobe the most illiterate 
devil of the fraternity, and cannot speak like the courtly 
Fastoaus, the reverend Infidelis, or the intelligent Rilax. 

Infidgus. No apologies, Impialor, We all know that 
neithef you, nor your disciples, have any taste for iearaing. 
Therefore, we expect not to hear you speak as an orator, 
but as a plain, illiterate devil. 

Ihpiator. Then I proceed. My kingdom doth not consist 
of ail the land known by the name of Impiety-Real, as some 
geographers allege, several provinces being made over, b^ 
treaty, to mv uncle Faslosus; such as the provinces of Ci- 
vility, Legality, Presumption and Formality. I reign openly 
only over the land called Impiety Enormous; and in our 
country the laws are as black as the bottomless pit; for 
there Iniquity :s established hy authority. As to the rest of 
my kingdom, it was, like all the branches of Beelzebub's 
government, acconrplished by subtiltyand guile. For man, 
considered simply as a creature, could never have been sub- 
jecti'd to my sway ; lor this reason I was put to my shifts. 
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U> find out some praper method for introducing my regm 

So violent wa. tlio opposition toil, that mybTain was pul 
to the utmost torture; and after all I should have been 
obliged to return to my native country, with my finger in 
juth, had it not been for the timely as ' ' 



lift, by means peculiar to herself kicke<l up such a dust as 
slmost put out the eyes of one of the mcst vigilant and tbr- 
miiiable of my numerous adversaries: a captain, from whose 
band I had much to fear. His name was Intellectus. From 
that time to tliis, he hath been incapable of discerning my 
deibrmities, and tlie danger to which men are exposed by 
my dominion. And what makes very much for me, the old 
gentleman can hardly be persuaded but his eyesight is now 
fts good aa ever it was. I need not tell you the advantages 
that resulted to me from this his deception. At the same 
time my worthy uncle Fastosus came up to tlie second, a 
sturdy chief, whose name was Volens, as tradition says, and 
he gave his back a most dreadful wrench, insomuch that he 
has never recovered his former posture. I myself took a 
poisonous, or rather an intoxicating apple, and having gilded 
it over with leaf-gold, presented it to the IJiird, whose name, 
if I remember rignt, was Rationalis. It answered my expect- 
ation. He swailowed the bait, and ever since has called 
bitter sweet, and sweet he hath called bitter. 

This triumvirate being thus disabled, I found my conquest 



in the ditTerent parts of my extended territories, where tT 
are as content as possible with Iheir condition, many of them 
believing they are still in the garden of paradise. 

Infideus. Indeed, learned or unlearned, you display un- 
common merit. Great is my honor and happiness in having 
such a son. The potent Impiator will do honor to the vene- 
rable name of Infidelis to the end of the world. Well, my 
son, will you tdease to proceed f 

Impiatob. Perhaps you have heard that my kingdom is 
divided into several cantons, according to the dispositions of 
my aufgects, each canton having its proper employments. 

1. There is a canton of drunkards, out of which I seleel 
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«11 my courtiera, ajid officers in genetoK This canton haa 
seiernl commimications with all the other parts of my di>- 
minions; and this we call the royal canton. 

3. Tliere is a swearer's canton, a set of people the most 
unaccountably foolish of all my Bubjecta; but a people very 
profitable bD our government. 

3. Tliere is a canton of thieves, to which all pilferers, 
robbers, gamesters, and deceiltbl dealers belong. A very 
populous and splendid canton this is. 

i. There is the liars' canton. These arc a people possess- 
ed of two tongues ; a people who have very much of tlie 
features of great Beelzebub; and a very populous and polite 

5. There is the canton of Sabbath-breakers, Here there 
is hardly room enough for tiie inhabitants, they are so ex- 
eeedingly numerous. 

6. There is the adulterers' canton. I'his Is a very dark 
place ; seldom visited by the rays of the sun. The fornica- 
tors cohabit with them. 

7. 'There is the murderers' canton, the darkest and the 
most miserable place in all my dominions; yet for all that, 
it is very well peopled. For here are ranked not only those 
who cut one another's throats, like the Alexanders, Tamer- 
lanes, Philips, Louises, &c. but also oppressors of every 
sort, cruel husbands and wires, disobedient children, who 
break their parents' hearts, false friends, backbiters, and 
calumniators. Indeed all who wanton in the unhappiness 
of their fellow creatures, like com factors and carcass butch- 
ers: so that you see here are many inhabitants, and that tao 
of considerable flgore. It is worthy of observation, that all 
the cantons have easy passages fixijn one another; so that 
although the employment in each is difierent from that ot 
tlie rest, they all hold communication with one another, at 
subjects of the same prince, and heirs of the same inherit- 
Yea, so numerous are the roa^ that lead from one lo tht 

other, that if a man gets into any one of my cantons, it re- 
quires no less power than omnipotent power, and wisdom 
equal to omniscient, to extricate him from a labyrinth so dan- 
gerous. And it is well for me that it is so ; for some of my 
subjects are frequently terrified, especially those that work 
in tlip deep mines, lest they dig themselves tJirough the 
1)2 
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eartli. and tumUe into lieli. But a little time dispovers that 
iheii efforta to deliver tiiemEelves are all inetlectual; tbc 
tlie road liy wliich tliey escape from one canton, lea^s them 
into another equally dangerous. Many ways there are to 
throw a man down into my mmes; but, believe me, if ever 
any one conies up again, it must ctet the Almighty an errand 
from heaven to rescue him. I assure you, sir, that by the 
help of these subtle passages and intricate turnbgB, I keep 
my subjects enslaved, with as little trouble to myself as any 
master devil that ever ascended out of Ihe bottomless pit. 
But, by the way, I am constantly employed in planning out 
fresh measures for the slaves to pursne. Oh ! sir, the end 
will show that I give ample demonstration of my fidelity to 
my royal grandfather, Beelzebub, of whom I hold my lands 
by fief 

Infidglis. My dear son, how it rejoiceth my aged heart 
to hear of your wise administration '. However infatuated 
your foolish subjects may be, the great Impialor lacketh not 
crafliness. By you, my son, shall my name be perpetuated 
when I am dead and gone. For I must die, my child. As 
soon as the m'ghty angel shall sound the dead-awakening 
trumpet, the great, the far-femed Infldelis must resign his 
breath. Yet, be not you discouraged, Impiator; for you 
shall live for ever. You know how I fostered you in my bo- 
som, and endued you with qualifications to sit on the throns 
of Profanity, where so successfully you reign. — Permit me 
now to tMI you, tliat knowing that I must die, I have, like 
all other wise people, made my will, and, ftr your encour- 
agement, I have appointed you, my son, with your uncle 
Faslosiis, your highly honored brother Desperando, and your 
cousins Contuinax and Discordans, the joint executors there- 
of, and sole heirs unto all my dominions and subjects, who, 
at my decease, are to be transported lo tlie land of torment ; 
there you shall reign in eternal triumph over them. Then 
it will be, and not liefbre, tliat great Impiator sliall arrive at 
the zenith of his glory. 

lupiATOB. I suppose so, sir ; for I am told that, about that 
time, the provinces of Civility, Formality, Presumption, Le- 
gality and HiTMcrisy, so famous in the empire of Fastosue, 
are alt to be annexed to my dominions, which will then be 
very extensive, and the government of Pro&nity very ra> 
spectable. 
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IsFiDEi.is. T would ask you now, my son, for a descrip- 
tioJi of tlioso fiimous cantons you mentioiied; but as a&irs 
of importance call me hence, could not you fjvor me wilh 
an interview for this purpose, to-morrow, precisely at twelve 
o'clock? 
Ihpiatob. I will, sir. Fare you weU. 



DIALOGUE IV. 



Befno privy to the appointment betwixt Fastosus ^nd 
Avaro, I look cnre to arrive iu tlie valley time enough to 
hear all that pas^. For now my businesg was leil to shift 
for itself, and every thing gave place to the force of curiosi- 
ty, which bore down, like an inundation, every thing before 
it If my wile coneulted me in any thing, I would answer, 
"Fastoeue." If my children t«id me of their progress at 
school, I would abruptly reply, "horrida Vallis!" When 
my journeymen, or apprentices, talked to me about the shop 
business, my answer was, " the great Avara" And if they 
said any thing about my good friend, the parson, I would say, 
" Oh ! the wonderful InBdelisl" In fact, I could think about 
nothing but the devils in the valley. Therefore, I took care 
10 provide myself with every thing necessary, and away I 
went to the vale of horrors, and had not long been there ere 
I SEW Fastosus arid Avaro come travellit^ towards me. And 
thus tliey began their discourse. 

AvAEo. Iamglad,veTy£;lad,sir, that you are here so soon. 
] was afraid tliat you would find much business at Paris, be- 
sides finishing m^ lady's robes. 

Fastoscs. I did find more than I expected, cousin ; ibr I 
had no sooner finished with the mantua-maker, than I was 
waited upon by a hatter, who begged to be informed, whether 
it was most genteel to fix the loops of a hat an inch and a 
half, or only one bare inch in depth ; and whether a gentle ■ 
man ia most of a cavalier with his hat cocked in right angles, 
or with one obtuse and two acute angles. Before I had well 
satisfied the hatter, in came a gentleman peruke-maker, who 
humbly asked mo wlietlicr a nobleman looks most like a 
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hero when he has one, or when lie has two curls bobbing 
over his ears. Provoked that the gentlemen mechanics 
should suppose I had nothing to do but to coclt hats, and 
adjust wiffs, I wrinkled my forehead iVito a most majestic 
frown, and made the following answer : "Get hence, thou 
slirinking cur. I have known a lord before now that bad 
his eaiB so covered with tiersof curls, that he could not hear 
the commands of his superiors. The brave princes Ferdi- 
nand and Frederick of Brunswick, and the noble marquis 
of Grunby, will soon break through all the redoubts of a 
barber's fortifications."* The words were no sooner out of 
my mouth, than I was sent for by his grace the d — e of 

C 11, to inform him whether it was most graceful for a 

courtier to wear his hat with the front declining on the right 
or the left side of the brow. To whom I said, " Good my 
brd, you may soon resolve this difficulty, without seelting 
to the devil for advice. If your grace will only mark weD 
to which side of the block tlie hats of the vu%ar incline; 
then be sure to lot the bats of the courtiers turn always con- 
trary to the vulgar method." No sooner had I atisfied his 
grace, than L — s desired to know which was his best way to 
keep up his character, and support his dignity in Europe, on 
the loss of bis dominions in America. For answer, I refer- 
red him to good Mr. Maubert, of Brussels, who kith as good 
a hand at a dead lift, as if he had been bred a priest. And 
BO, cousin, with no small difficulty, I broke loose, and am 
come hither according to appointment 

AvARO. By what you soy, honored sir, I perceive that, 
wheresoever idleness prevails, it is not among us; for we 
have no rest day or night, but go about plotting the destruc- 
tion of mankind. 

For my own part, I assure you, I have had but little rest 
since I saw you last ; and so very fond are mankind of my 
counsels, that I expect but very little rest for the time to 
come. You kno v I was gomtr to secrete a bag of money 
m the valley, \hen you and 1 met. This was no sooner 
done than Iwaswated o bv a parson, who had his eyes 
upon a good 1 " th a ew to receive directions about 
obtaining it. And he a foil wed Iw a tradesman, who 
bad a desire to n ake a \ rofitable break of it ; but begged 
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directions how he r.iight lio it honorjjily. 1 referred Iiim lo 
the goddetises Perfidia and Fullacia. 1br instruction^ as thoy 
more immediately preside in tiat department. This honor- 
ahle gentlemaii dispatched, I was attended by a certain cu- 
rate, who having never had inclination nor opportunity lo 
examine the cunons of a certain church, came to consult 
me whether it was kwfiil to christen a child, if the parents 
had not money enongh to pay the fees. I told him, by no 
means; for if you once begin to officiate gratis, you will 
have enough of it, and the parson's trade will be worse than 
an attorney's clerkship. The gentleman took my advice, 
being determined to seek the g«)d of thechurch; and truly, 
because the mother had not two shiUingB and sixpence to 
Kiy the parson, she could not have her son made a child of 
God, and an heir of the kingdom of heaven. 
PAsroaus. Well, but cousin, is that matter of fiictl 
AvAKO. Indeed, sir, it is what actually happened not five 
hundred miles trom London bridge ; and there is a certain 
gentleman alive who could avouch the truth of it, if he 
thought proper. 

Having dispatched the journeyman parson, I was sent foi. 
in all haste, by my good friend the attorney. He, worthy 
ffendeman, has undertaken a cause which, he very well 
Snows, can never he defended upon principles of honor and 
honesty ; but his client is a rich man, can well bear Beccuig, 
and therefore he could not in conscience put him aside. He 
Icnows exceeding well how to turn the rich man's cause to 
his own emolument, if he could but manase it so as not to 
injure his own credit That was the perplexity which he 
begged me to clear up. Said he, within himself^ " Can J 
but get this cause to depend in chancery for a few years, 
(which by the way is the highest point in law for a despe- 
rate cause) I shall gain some hundreds of pounds by it," As 
soon as he had done his duty to me, he very humbly laid tiie 
matter without reserve befiJre me. Then said I, My good 
air, let not the suit disturb you. I will manage it both for 
your honor and profit; never fear me. Who is he that is 
employed against you 1 To which he replied, " Oh ! a very 
skilful man. No less a person than the f^eat Mr. False- 
hood, — a very eminent attorney indeed !"' Come, said I, let 
him he sent for. This was done, and the lawyer Falsehor*. 
attended accordingly. 
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Being lioih seated in my client's great parlor, tlie good 
man addreesed Mr. Falseliood, tiiua, "My best friend Mr, 
Falsehood, yoa and I are engaged aa opponent3 in 4is suit ; 
both of the ^ntlemen are resolute, and will bear a good 
deal of fleecing; you know what 1 mean, sir. Now all is 
as yet uncertain, and the issue will greatly depend upon 
the measures to be taken by you and me. I would lliere- 
fore, good sir, that we make it certain. If right take place, 
it wiU be speedily over, and we shall make biit a poor job 
of it; but if it is well managed, it may produce some hun- 
dreds a-piece. My advice is, sir, that it slioll hang in chan- 
cery, like a poor man's sonl in purgatory. What do yon say, 
Mr. Falsehood V 

Mr. Falsehood replied, " It will never do, good sir, it will 
never do, to bring it to a speedy issue ; that is certain. But 
I'll tell you what we will do. You know that you have tlie 
worst side of the cause, and if I act the part of an honest 
man, you will soon be obliged to give up; but I shall act 
the part of a skilful lawyer, which will suit hoth of our pui-- 

Kes much better. I shall give you all the advantages thi 
m, in order to keep the cause depending, until tlie pi 
tience of our clients is quite exhausted, and they agree t 
put the matter to arbitration. As they are both men of reso 
lution, by that time it will be a job worth gathering." 

So having set the two worthy lawyers to drink a botth 
to the good luck of it, I left them, took wing and come 
hither. But 1 can lell you, if I had not soared aloft I had 
not been here so soon; for I saw a great number of parsons^ 
lawyers, and formers watching for me. I gave them the 
slip, however, and artfully dropt my influences upon them. 
Surely they may allow their master sometimes to converse 
with his friends. 

Pastosus. Ahl Avaro, when we subjected man to our 
powers, we planned out a great deal of employment for 
ourselves: for so fond are they of us, that they will do no- 
thing, unless one or other of our fraternity preside over 
every action,- 

Av-ARo. Str, if it would not be offensive to you, I should 
be glad to hear some account of your origin, and of the na- 
ture of your government. 

Pastosus. Avaro, a spirit earth-bom, as you are, must be 
too gioveliing in bis genius to understand much of my his- 
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tory, dominion, and operations; otherwise, I would with al! 
my heart favor you witli the relation you desire. 



AvARo. Well, sir, but I am willmg to learn of yoii, if 
you will condescend to instruct me. However untractable 
I am among mankind, you shall find me teachable enough 
with you. 

Fabtosus. You promise fair, cousin. I love your sub- 
misEion, and therefore shall b^ia Observe then, I am of 
high parentage, as well as of heroic deeds. I was born 
in heaven, cousin. It was there that Satan the great arch- 
angel begat me, upon himself; and as soon as I was begot- 
ten, I in return begat him ; and the very moment I was be- 
gotten I was brought forth, and instantly killed my father. 

AvAKO. Indeed, uncle, you start high. You tcfd me that 
I could not understand you, and now I perceive the truth 
of it; for really I understand not one word of all you have 
said. I hope, sir, you will condescend to explain your par- 

Fastosus. Well, if you understand me not, I shall de- 
scend lower, though indeed, 1 hate to speak of my own 
affiiirs in a vulgar style, so as to be understood by every 
petty spirit But as you, Avaro, are of excellent use to my 
operations, I shall stand upon no distance, hut avoid all cere- 
monies with you. Understand me then. When God Al- 
mighty had created ail the hosts of heaven, every angel was 
pertetly pleased with his station ; the most solid and joy- 
ous contentinent reigned among them, and united the ethe- 
rial inhabitants, who were, in those days, very numerous. 
Noone 60 much as wished his station altered. No one thought 
himself capable of higher felicity and preferment than he 
enjoyed. The adventurous Satan himself, though he has 
not been hlest with one moment's rest ever since I was bom, 
bcfiire that time possessed all the sublime and refined plea- 
sures bis exalted capacity was capable of And well might 
he he pleased with his station, seeing he was a mighty prince 
among the angels, nest in greatneBs to the Son of God, who 
was appointed lord-lieutenant of the creation. And a mighty 
prince a heaven he would have continued, had he not after- 
wards become a candidate for omnipotence. As for me I 
was not bom tlien, but I have heard old Satan, my ftther, 
with flames of malice and indignation darting from his eyes, 
tell how the most perfect harmony existed among the hosta 
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of paradise ; uotil it happened that a declaration was niad« 
ftom the lofty throne, that the Son of God was predestinated, 
at a time appointed, to assume a nature inferior to that of 
angels ; and the Most High commanded that, in that nature, 
all the angels of God shwild worship the Son, even as they 
worship the Father, and that all should submit to the gov- 
ernment of the man whotn God delighted to honor. 

At this instant I was begotten in Satan's alarmed breast, 
and cried out, 'Tis enough that such exalted spirits as we 
submit to him in his present unincamate state. But wor* 
ship and submit to him in an inferior nature, let who will, 
1 will not. What does he mean ] will tile Almighty de- 
base his first and best, and make us subject to an inferior 
nature] No, it shall never be said, that Satan the arclv- 
angel stooped so low 1 The great archangel's voice woa 
heard, his resolution was approved of, the standard of re- 
bellion set up in heaven, and many millions of angels, 
whose natures I had changed, joined in that day, and fell 
into the depths of bottomless perdition. Now do you under- 

AvASO. I understand you pretty well when you say thai 
Satan begat you; but you say, that you begat him, and mil- 
lions of devils besides. It ran always inmy head that God 
had made every devil in the bottomless pit; but If I under- 
stand you aright, you jay you made them all. 

Fastosub. True, I do say so, and I will not quit an hair's 
breadth of my just pren^tive, God never did, nor ever 
could, make any sinner, either angelic or human. Mind 
well what I say ; for I perceive you are dull of apprehen- 
sion, and but of a shallow judgment. It was not I, but God, 
who made them creatures. God created Ihem in a holy, 
pure, and glorious state, and endued them with powers to 
preserve ^eir primitive station, in the upper skies : but tt 
was L not God, who, from angels of light transformed them 
into devils of darkness. The very moment I was conceived, 
I changed them from light to darkness; from holiness lo 
sin ; from glory lo dishonor ; and thus, though not as crea^ 
tores, yet as devils they are wholly of my formation. Do 
you understand me now! 

AvARO. Yes, sir, I understand yoij as to that ; but you 
raid just now, that the moment you were brought forth you 
killed your father. Great sir, these are dark sayings. 
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Fastosus, Ay, Avaro, to Euch as you they are dark; 
but I'll explain them. I did not mean that I annihilated hia 
angelic nature; no, he is an angel still, although a black 
one. But I meant tJiat I slew all his primitive ciispoeition 
to goodness, killed the life of holiness that once was in him ; 
deprived him of the favor of God, which some people prefrr 
even unto life. I made him that crooked, perverse monster, 
which you see he now is. I opened the overflowing sluices 
of divine indignation, which continually pour down upon 
him, whatever he is douig or wherever he flies, and not 
upon him only, but upon all his adherents. Was not Ihic 
killmg him to purpose, think you 1 

Ataro. Indeed it was. You had not hurt hmi half so 
much, uncle, if you had deprived him of being. I wonder 
that he can endure the sight of you, after all tliat has be- 
fellen him on your account! You have deprived him of 
every good, and brought every evil uuon him ; and yet he 
Joves you as he does his own soul. "Fis strange! wondrous 
strange, Fastosus ! 

Fastosus. You'll think it stranger still, when I tell you 
that he is so fiu: from hating me, that he will do nothinn;, 
either in earth or hell, amongst men or devils, but as he la 
directed and prompted to it by me. And bo &r is he from 
repentmg of what he hath done, that he hath told me a 
thousand times, if it were to do again he would do it. No- 
thmg grieves the heart of old Satan so much as this,— tlie 
very man whose exaltation he opposed, whose sway he re- 
sisted, and whose person he hatJi still in the most perfect 
abhorrence, is dignified, not only by a personal union with 
Jehovah ; but by all judgment being committed into his 
hand, and the public administration of all the affiiirs of hea- 
Ten, earth, and hell devolving upon him. Great is his tor- 
ment, from the consideration that he, with ail his adherents, 
must receive their final sentence from the same person, who, 
of all beings, he hates with the most consummate hatred, 
and on whose account he hates and seeks the destruction of 
all the creatures of God. 

'Tis a perpetual hell to him, that the object of his j^reatr 
est aversion sitteth on the circle of heaven, and holdeth him 
continually as with bit and bridle ; Uraiteth his operations at 
pleasure, and sovereignly appoints his license by an unal- 
terable determination. When, through confirmed malice 
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and ilesperate resolution, Salan elriiggles for larger scope, 
Immanuel gives him a check, saying, " Hitherto thou may- 
est go, bul no farther." And sometimeB bo severe is the 
chuch, that the prince of darkness is quite overtnrned ; and 
wiiilst sprawling on his back, for very vexation tliat he can 
go no forther, he rngelh, and roareth louder timn a thousand 
lions, so that all the arches of gioomy Tartarus resound, 
Tiien in the anguish of horrid despair, he bites his adaman- 
tine chains, foams at his mouth, and utters such dreadful 
blasphemies as none but himself can utter. What is the 
most remarkable of all is, ILat the more rapidly tlie torrent 
nf the Almighty's wrath pours in upon liim, the fonder he 
is of me, the cause of all his misery. 

Atabo, Sir, you say that Beelzebub will do nothing with- 
out your direction. If I understand this right, it is not he, 
but you who are governor of helL Pray, sir, where are all 
his princely prerogatives theni 

Fastosds. It is not fitting, Avaro, that you should criti- 
cise ijpwi my doctrine. You ought io embrace it implicitly 
BB I deliver it to you. 

AvABfl. Pardon me, great sir; you put me in mind of 
some of the modern parsons ; for that is the very way that 
tliey want lieir doctrine to be embraced, implicitly, without 
questioning its currency. 'Tis merry enough to hear them 
eshort tlieir hearers, to search the scriptures, to try ths 
sjiirits, to Inke heed what tliey hear, &c. and yet after all, 
il any of their hearers attempt to bring the jiarson's own 
sermon to trial by tlie scriptures,. he is deemed a trouble- 
some, self<»nceited fellow, and if he happens to disprove 
his doctrine by the scripture, he is presently dealt with, and 
eKcomraunicated as troubler of IsraeL For the parson 
w-ould have other people's doctrine tried, and, if felse, re- 
ftited ; but it is impious to do so by his onii. Brave days^ 
Pastosus, are these ! It is quite laughable to hear the modem 
clet^men tell their heaters, that they have a rig^t to pri- 
vate judgment, and to know the mind of God for them- 
selves ; end at the same time obliging them implicitly to 
abide by the confession of feith alremiy authenticated. That 
IS, uncle, the clergy will allow you to controvert the scrip- 
tures if you choose it; but their own articles must hav8 
your implicit submission. 

Fasttosits. Well, cousin, you have ftirly laughed me out 
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of my resnntmptit, by the droll conduct of your parsons, 
blowever, what I auA, AvKro, I will maintain. It siiall 
never be said that the devil, I'^stosus, did at any time eal 
his words; but I will condescend to explain myself With- 
out me, Beelzebub would be none other than an angel; but 
uilxing niysclT with bia angelic fiicultics, 1 render him a 
perluot devil. The same Tdo with all the rest of my In- 
fomal BubjectB. BeelKsbub himself is but a titular prince. 
"Pis I who instigate him, that am the jfreat devil of all. To 
tell you more, it is I who formed hell itselfi as a place of 
punishment. Such is the rectitude and equity of bis nit- 
uire, that God never would, uot could, inflict any puniaii- 
ment without my intervention. He was ever guided in all 
his works by his own perfections, and therefore could never 
have punished sinless beings. All beings would have re- 
mauied sinless, but lor me. So in making sin, I made the 
punishment of it. For if once sin is introduced, punishment 
Mows of course ; it being as natural for sin to bring forth 
punisliment, as it is for the sun to send forth light a:^ heat 
No being possibly can he a devil, but the being who is 
possessed and governed by rae. Every being thus possess- 
ed and governed, whether angel or man, is a devil. But for 
disUnction's sake, we ascribe only the plain name of fiends, 
to the angels whom I govern, and to men and women under 
my dominion, we give the names of devils incarnate, be- 
cause they inb.ibit bodies of flesh. The difference in the 
stature of devils is not, that one is less devilish than the 
other, but their being possessed of more noble endowraenis, 
and more extensive qualities than others. So you see the 
devils of quality among us, are more intelligent, more sut>- 
Le and crafty (ban devils of a vulgar race. The reason 
wliy Beelzebub is hexd over all the infernal tribes also, is 
net because he is more depraved than his adherents ; but 
because he was origmally created in a more glorious sin.- 
tion, possessed of endowments more exalted, and blest with 
more extensive natural powers. As such, being once de- 
praved, he is capable of excelling his fellows as far, in dia- 
iwiical achievements, as at iirst he excelled them in tlieir 
heavenly station. The same rule holds good, through the 
vnrious ranks of my subjects. Were you to ask me, why il 
is that devils witJiout a boiiy, are capable of exceeding in 
Bweet rebellion, those spirits who are embodied^ I would 
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die following two very good and substantial reasons. 

1. Althougli I rei^n aod rule in the heart of every one 
cf them, yet whilst tliey ore in the hody, they arc laid un- 
der particular restrictions by the Almighty ; so that tliey can- 
not do all tlie evil which in their hearts I prompt them to 
do; and therefore tliey cannot be 60 much like Beelzebubi 
in their actions, aa they would be. Fear and shame very 
often prevent people fom gratifying their impious and un- 
clean inclinations, when a love of virtue, and tlie fear of 
God, are absolutely out of the question. 

2. Because the naturaJ powers of man are very far infe- 
rior to tlie powers of Infernal spirits. The more extensive 
a man's natural capacity, the nearer he may arrive to the 
statute of Satan, if unrestrained by the grace of God. 
Hence a crafty and learned pope, is by fkr more like the 
devil than an ignorsnl, sweg-bellied friar. Yea, Avaro, the 
more enlarged the capacity of either man or devil may he, 
89 it makes him cap^e of the higher degrees of wicked- 
ness, even so in proportion to the natural abilities of both 
shall tlie punishment inflicted be. No wicked being is so 
capable of being wicked as the crafty and understanding 
person ; who, if he is not truly virtuous and holy, must be 
truly wicked and devilish. Hence one Hume, one Voltaire, 
is an hundred times more capable of being useful to us, 
tiian fifty H — w — ds, or even five times Sie number of 
popish priests. You may take this as a general maxim, that 
t)je most enlarged soul must be the most tormented, if not 

Avaro. One may see by your learning, sir, what if 
• ■■ Why, : " ■ 



be born among spirits. Why, you converse as freely and 
fliiently about the nature of angels and men, as I can do 
al;out gold and silver coin. Great, great, sir, is your merit. 
FiSTosos. How should it be otherwise, Avaro, when you 
consider the subtility of my nature 1 I am the very soul of 
Ileolzebub, and ali his vassals. Petty spirits may boast of 
th>?ir conquests one to another, but they must ali be silent 
»i lien courtly Fastosus opens his mouth. You, Avaro, Im- 
piator, Difcordans, &c, have all of you made as great in- 
roads upon mankind as can possibly be exTXicted from such 
unseemly spirits ss you be ; but as Ibr me, you see I am > 
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apirit of a comely deportment, end caressed by all. Indeed 
many people are now a days of opinion, that a spice of riiy 
nature is absolutely necessary, in order to inake tlieni re- 
spectable in the world, and prevent the injnriea wliicli other- 
wise might ])e ofiered to them. Nor ia there any who cnn 
discern the fetal consequences of being under my direction, 
escept, those who are enlightened triSn above, by him who 
waa giiea for a light to the Gentiles. 1 lodge securely in 
the secret caverns of the heart, and from thence I convoy 
my influence so imperceptibly tiirough all the words of tke 
mouth, and actions of Ulc lite, that you rarely meet with a 
man or woman, who will own that they have the least iic- 
qnaiHtance witli me; though willi many of tliem, (he jii(!i- 
cious beholder will easily perceive, that I am deeply coii- 
cemed in all they do or say. 

AvARC. Indeed I have often heard people declare, that 
tliey never saw the devil Fasttsus, nor had the least sc- 
quainlance with pride. Yei, Ihey said, a little spirit on;-lii 
to be shown, that every one might know hia proper pluce. 
But I perceive now, that pride itself is that same spirit 
which they deem so necessary, notwithstanding their sup- 
posed freedom from it, and aversion to it. 

FAffTOaus. Tlie very same spirit, Avaro, though they do 
not know it; for I deceive them at every turn, being ca- 
pable of transforming myself into so many different shapis, 
and bearing a name so suitable to each, that even when J 
lord it over them with the grmtest power, they remain ut- 
terly ignorant of their subjection to me. Sometimes I u^ 
suiue the appearance and bear the name of my avowed en- 
emy, HumUity. Then you will see people of flishion, or 
tiiose who think themselves such, descending lower tli.'>n 
their station, for no otlier reason than to get a good name. 
At another time yon may see me transformed into the likis 
ness of Chaiily, and I prompt my slaves to bestow tiieir 
alms, in order to he esteemed benevolent and generous. I 
have seen a man of wealtli and industry, perform eucli ac- 
tions with tliis and no other view. And he has made hi?- 
poor belly to suffer for it many days to come, wlien at the 
same time be had his thousands out at use. Then I taki? 
upon me the name of Decency, and am greatly employed 
in regulating domestic affairs, depcendmg even so low, os to 
take cofTiizance of meat and drink, dress and company 
E2 
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■e tna^lttm estremelydilisent in perMiadin* 
li Miss Ktiif not to be seen in the company of 



those of an inferior station. Bre you are aware, I liave gol 
Ilie pride of gocd breeding; and oh! what wonders of 
^jsliiouable civilities 1 work, and lurward the great designs 
of hell. At this time you'll see my lady, who havirg fbr- 
yotten the ftshiona prevailing about twenty years ago, 
when she was under forty, is as careful as p<Bsible not to 
deviate in the least from the customs of tlievn who were 
horn smce she was a wife and mother. Sometimes I bear 
the name of a spirit of honor. Under this name I prevailed 
m ancient Kome, and now reign over many of onr Europe- 
an cavaliers. In tliis character I do great exocutJon among 
tlie British gods at the west end of I/iniion, where the 
greatest enormities are deemed excusttble, but the putting 
ujj with an afiont an unpardonable evil. 

AvARO. There would be nothing done, in comparison of 
what there is, among mankind, if we appearoil in our own 
likeness, and went by our proper names : for there are thou- 
sands that love us extremely while in d'^uise, who would 
be ashamed of us, if we went by our proper names of Covet- 
tiusness and Pride, As for ray part, 1 am fein to perforin all 
ly works in disguise ; bearing the feigned nimics of Indus- 
j, Frugality, &c. But, sir, will it please you to give me 
some account how you first made your entrance good amongst 
mankind. 

pASTOana. I have already told you, tliat as soon ne I was 
born, I obtained full dominion over the adherents of Beelze- 
bub; this taught the angels of the deep that the only way 
to seduce innocent beinifs, was to inject my nature into them ; 
and that the seeds of pride being once sokti, tliey could not 
f:iil oF most abundant fniitflilness. Man was originally cre- 
ated in a holy and happy estate, a perfect stranger to those 
evils which now prevail over, and reign predominant in tlie 
latural and moral world. You could not have seen so much 
as one symptom of pride or oovetousnesa, or other vice, either 
in Adam or Eve, in their primitive stale. They loved wilh- 
oQi unohastity, and enjoyed without uncleanliness; nor were 
[Jiey in the least acquainted with the racking torments of 
jealousy. No anxious thouf[hts, perplexing fears, nor dis- 
tracting cares, disturbed their peaceflil hearts. Envy, anger, 
siiame, and resenljnent, were strangers to the new-cieated 
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pair, and never set foot in paradise before my arrival there 
fhcir Bole delight was to contemplate the beneficence of 
their God. 

Our eagle-eyed angels, when they saw llie noble deport 
nient of man, soon perceived that he ivaa of the enme na- 
ture whic)i the son of God wa^ predestined to assume, (for 
as TOmc tliink, he niiglit, out of love to tlie human nature, 
appear occasionally to the heaveulj hosts in the form of 
man*) for the resting of which decree, they were damned 
U> the dcptljs of ever-burning belL The first discovery Eeel- 
7cbuli made of the blessed situation in wliidi man n~Ds cre- 
□toil, tilled hia noble mind with such violent agitations of 
tage, envy, malice, and pride, that hia fury burst beyond all 
buuiiJri. lie stamped and raged in a most tempestuous man- 
ner; iiiaonuich that he shook the sable firmament of bell, 
anil brought Iiis confederates to inquire the cause of his an- 
guish. A council tlius convened, after the prbce had a little 
recovered from the first shock of transporting rage, he related 
to them what he had discovered, concerning the inhabitants 
of Eden, and asked advice of his senators, who, to a devil, 
voived speedy destiiiction to man. Some demur there was 
respecting the plan of their operations : for the impolitic 
port of tlie assembly, finding the smaliness of tlieir number, 
were for having man assaulted by storm ; but the more sage 
politicians voted for craft, as the likeliest metliod to seduce 
them. At last the august assembly came to this nnanimoiis 
resolution, " That tiie ^at Beelzebub should, by certain 
means, by him to be devised, inspire them with tny nature, 
nothing doubting, hut if that could be done, they would soon 
declare in fiivor of the devil's government, 

Alier he had well weighed every circumstance, the arch- 
apostate undertook the enterprise; butdid not judge it prop- 
er toe.iercise force against them, knowning well ttiat if their 
resistance proved equal to their power, aJi his destructive 
mnasiiros must unavoidably be broken, and the ciit"r]>rise 
miocaiTy. Therefore, like a wise bero and consun;ijiata 

* Snine may think that Ihia patonthCTia ia an imjipaelimeiil of Ihn 
Ihn P,.n ^Sf'Ooil did or did not aaamue the fiirai of man in hia Inlnrcoiirsa 
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politician, he resolved to acoornplish, by craft and sulitilty, 
what was not to be done by open assault ; nor did he tliin'k 
it advisable to address thera in iiis own Ibrm, lest he diould 
frig;htenlhein at hia first appearance.and by that means render 
tiieir seduction for ever dter impracticaUe: but judiciously 
concluded that the most promising method was, to assume 
tlie body of one of their familiar domestic animals, which 
were diiily under their observation. Accordingly, after long 
consultation with himself, and strictly examining the brutd 
tribes, he posseased a beauteous serpent, perceiving that it 
was head of tlie reptile world, and best fitted for converse 
with man, with whom also it ivas more fimiJiar than all the 
beasts beside. Tims equipped for executing the deep pro- 
jected scheme, he still acted with caution heSoming the most 
consummate experience. He cared not to attack them both 
at once, lest by any means liiey should see through his dis- 
guise, and he should occasion his own repulse; therefore 
he craftily lurked near them, and overheard their discourse, 
that he might better learn which of them was the weaker 

Being a spirit of great penetration, he soon found that the 
woman was not o^y the weakest but the youngest; and 
what greatly encouraged his hope was, that the man loved 
the woman with the most tender atJection, a circumstance 
verj; painful for him to behold. Peace being now a stranger 
to his own bosom, it was grievous ftr him to see the felleity 
of the human pair. In consequence of these discoveries, he 
made no attempts upon the man ; but bent all his endeavors 
to seduce the woman, not doubtmg, but if that could be ef- 
fected, the man would come of course, so strongly was he 
attached to his yoke-fellow. 

I would tell you the whole now, cousin, but I must go 
and assist my lady Gaiety to dress ; for she is to dine with 
my lord Frolic to-day. About four o'clock Pi! meet you 
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FASToaua and Avaro had not been long gone, before I saw 
Iiifidelia and Impialor, stalking up to the rendezvous, and aa 
they walked, thus conversing ; 

biFUTOs. But is it poraible, sir, that the papists should 
ascribe an eqnal, if not a greater glory to the blessed virgin, 
than to tlie Son of God. 

Inpidelis, It is not only possible, but certain ; and, as a 
proof of it, I shiill repeat lo you one of their prayers to her; 
a prayer which can by no means ho offensive to any of our 
people. "O Mary! the star of the sea; the heaven of health; 
the learned advocate of the guilty; the only hope of the 
desperate ; the saviour of sinners. Thou callest thyself tlie 
handmaid of Jesus Christ, but art his lady ; for right and 
reason willeth that the mother be above the son. Pray him, 
and command him from aExive, that he lead us to his king- 
dom, at the world's end." Here, you see, child, that althon^ 
he was believed by his apostles to be God over all ; the papists 
have foimd out a way to put him under the command of his 
rirgm mother. Not only so, but they have put him under 
the command of St. Ann, reputed bjr them lo have been his 
grandmother, as may be seen in that fiimous prayer, approved 
and authorized by Ihe doctors of the Sorbonne, in Paris. I'll 
repeat the passao^, being the fourth pan^aph in the prayer. 
" In homage of 3ie right and power (of mother) which you 
had over your daughter, (Mary) and of grandmother over 
her son, and of their (Mary's and Jesus's) submission, which 
they render you." Here you see he is supposed to submit 
to bis grandmother Ann, as well us to be under the govern- 
ment of his mother Mary. I could tell you strange things, 
son, about the popish religion, and I intend it ere long ; bol, 
fcr the present, I would beg of you to give me some furtjier 
o!ount of the different cantons of your devotees. I think 
jven in number. 
I shall describe them lo you, sir. And it 
would be proper to begin with the canton of drimkards, be- 
e that ia the royal canton, where I keep ray court, but 
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wilh yoar good leave, I shall dufer (lie description of it tr 
the last. 

Imfideiis. Son, your will is your law in this particular 
take whatever method your thoughts suggest as best. 

Ibfutor. Then I begin with the canton of swearers, 
the most foolish and unaccountable set of people, upon the 
face of the earth. This canton is divided into two prov- 
inces, ijolh which are full of people. In the first province 
dwell the false swearers, and the profane swearers in the 
second. 

The province of fiilae swearers is divided into three dis- 
tricts, the first of which is inhabited by knights of the post, 
a set of gentry who get their living by giving evidence in 
causes to which they are perfect straneers. These knights 
commonly make their court to the c— k of arr-igns, whom, 
they know, is best capable of finding them employment. It 
ia not a great many years since, a gentleman, walking in 
the sessions-house, in the Old Bailey, was accosted by one 
of these knighls with, " Pray, sir, do you want a witness 1 
Sit, I'll serve you as cheap and as well as any man." Gar- 
diner, bishop of Winchester, formerly was a mighty pro- 
tector of this order of knights : and, at this day, our good 
friend, the fether of the world, his worthy inq^uisitors, and 
not a few right reverend prelates, are head meti in the dis- 
trict of ialse swearers. Many a good Christian has been 
brought to Ibe slake, or gallows, by their assiduity, both 
among papists and jwgana ; and more especially the former 
who are lax from being so honest as the latter ; and not by 
half so consistent. 

The second district is inhabited by Ihe mercenaij swear- 
ers. This is a race supposed to be descended from the 
knights of the post, and to be sure there is great likeness 
betwixt ihe two. The mercenary swearers will buy a piece 
of goods for five shillings, and as soon as a buyer presents 
himself tells him that, upon his lifo and soul, it cost him siic 
shillingE. When he meets with another seller of the same 
commodity, in order to obtain a good pennyworth, he shows 
him the good; ibr which he paid live shillings, and tells the 
stranger, tiiat, "As he hopes to 'be saved, he gave no more 
than four and sixpence for it" The dealers in horses, dro- 
vers, and butchers, are singularly dexterous in this kind of 
awearing In this district, it is a prevalent opiniM, ttat a 
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man is not fit to live in the wotU, ui.lsss he can swear to 

The third division is inliabited by the fbolisJi swearers, a 
people the most remarkablv stupid of any under the gov- 
ernment of hell. Some of them are eo accugtomed to it 
from their infency, that they do not so much aa know when 
they swear, and are as destitute of design in the practice 
as the parrot when it scolds the chambermaid, or as many 
good people when they say their prayers at church. Othe. 
seem to have such a low opinion of their own probity, Ihat 
they imagine no one will believe what they say, unless 
every sentence is ushered in with an oath in the van, and 
confirmed by another ir die rear. Gendemen of family 
fortune, and fashbn, are stationed in tliis class, and are ex- 
tremely dexterous here. Nor are the officers of the fleet 
and army less learned, or devoid of those embellishments. 
The greatest part of the English officers, indeed, marine 
and military, esteem a man not fit to carry a musket, unless 
he can swear a hundred oaths in a quarter of an hour, with- 
out any qualms of conscience. 

The British army so (ki excels in this fine art, that they 
can lairlj' curse llie French off the field of battle, without 
ever strikmg a blow : so terrified are the French at the 
oaths of the English. Ay, feUier, I assure you, that this 
heroic practice is now so prevalent among the basest of the 
muititnde, that I could pick you out a low-Iited boatswain, 
who Will vie with an admu-al ; and a dwarfish drummer, 
who will swear with a ]ieutenan^general, for any money. 
Vea, I could pick you out a fellow, who cannot procure whole 
shoes to his feet, that yet will match any nobleman or 
esquire m the land at swearing. And, su-, if honor consists 
m toeing adapts here, the vilest pedkr may vie with the best 
ol the gentry, and the very footpad may chaHenge a peer 
of the realm. The canton of swearers is a very populous 
and very honorable place. Here are dukes, knighls of all 
orders, mwjmses, and earls. And a very worshipful canton 
it IS too ; for numbers of very respectable corporations, and 
many justices of the peace reside in it 

I have often laughed to see a delinquent brought before 
a magistrate, and by him be obliged to pay two shillings for 
every attested oath, when the magistrate himself bad no, 
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without being- guilty ol 

IwiDEua. Pray thee, luy son, what are ihe qualifications 
requisite to a jualice of the peace in thy country? 

Impiator, Two qualifications, sir, oaly are requisite. Tha 
first is, that the gentleman be pretty well to live in the 
world, and the second, that he shall be an obsequious tool to 
administratbn. As to knowledge of the law, love to tlje 
people, regard to moral principles, and all such stufi; tiiej 
are altogether out of the question. 

I was going to say, it is a very religious canton, tco, be- 
cause here you may End a considerable number of reverend 
parsons, both Papists and Protestanta As for (heir oaths in 
use, they are various, aa the fency of the swearers inclines 
them. Some swear hj' heaven, others by the God of heaven ; 
some swear by Christ, others by his blood and wounds; 
some by 8L Peter, others by St Paul; some by St. Mary, 
others by her vii^nity ; some swear by the pope, otiiera by 
his holiness, and by ills infallibility; some by the life of 
their sovereign; some by the life of the devil, and some by 
their own lives. Some there are who swear by the church; 
others by the liturgy and mass; and some, for want of a 
better epithet, swear by their own eyes and limbs. 

Infidei.is. Indeed, son, these are a set of as tbolir;h peo- 
ple as one would wish to meet with. The devil iiims(;lf 
would not wish them to he more foolish. One would won- 
der to see men of distinction, who disdain to conform to the 
vulgar, in other particulars, rank themselves with gypsies 
and sturdy beggars, in the most abject and unmanly prac- 
tice. Sensible people, and some there are still among men 
do not esteem a man the more for his acres or pension, but 
for his virtue and good sense ; and hence a swearing gypsy 
and a swearing gentleman are held as equally dislionorable. 
But no more of this ; I intend not to become a moralist at 
this time. 

luPiATOa. I assure you, profitable as they are to me, I 
am ready to crack my sides with laughing, to sec how fool- 
ishly they fi^t and broil, curse and damn each other, and 
how ready they are tc forward the devil's interest, notwith- 
etonding it is to their own everlasting ruin. 

The second canton is that of thieves ; and a very flourish- 
ing canton it is, notwithstanding we ever; session send a 
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freight over the Stygian Me,* who no more return to their 
native country. This canton being very extensive, is like- 
wise divided into several lesser cantons. The first of which 
contains the gentlemen thieves, A very courtly, polite, and 
feshionaUe set of people. Gentlemen fiiieves are such who 
enjoy places of honor and trust, and are not careful of their 
Uuty-to their king and country. It is obsetvahle of them, 
that when they are out of place, they are the greatest ene- 
mies to corruption, and the staunchest friends to liberty in 
the world. They are capable of no influence, but that of 
patriotism, so long as unprovided for ; but Uie moment their 
happy ^rs maie them placemen, they forget their patriot- 
ism, drop their enmity to venality, and seek nolliing so much 
as their own emolument, leaving the public to shift for it- 
self It is thought that not a fow gentlemen thieves live 
within a hundred miles of famous Tjburn ; and some peo- 
ple farther think, it is great pity that solemn tree is not 
more frequently graced with them: but in modem times it 
is quite uniashionable to hang any but the little thieves.t 
Those gentlemen having no principles, above ambition and 
avarice, to influence them, being once in place, are capable 
of being more injurious to the commonwealth, each of them, 
than an hundred highwaymen; and yet Tyburn is not hon- 
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(vred with a gentleman thief, above once in a century, much 

to the grief of real patriots. 

Anoftierclassof gentlemen thieves, are our officers by sea 
an;! land, who irapoae upon their king and country by false 
musters : and in a very peculiar manner those who make 
their own fortunes, (no matter whether in the East o W t 
Indies) by the fiitigue of their men, who are ieft to rema n 
ill their original penury. These, together nth tte co 
missiries for the army, agents for regiments &c a e all 
stationed here. 

The second subdivision is peopled by what v call tl e 
(li'jhionable thieves. A prodigious populous placf s tl 
Here dwell legions of attorneys; vermin, wlio fo fi e sh 1 
iiri;Js' worth of labor, will charge their clients near the same 
number of pounds; and very conscientiously take pay, for 
wilfully perverting and defeating a just cause. Here you 
miy find gentlemen, who can procure witnesses to swear 
just as you would have tliem, and pack a jury that can give 
a clear verdict, over the belly of the most consistent evi- 
dence. Such a jury hath, ere now, saved a nobJe neck from 
the deserved cord, through the all-subduingpower of money. 
To this famous division belongs the tradesman, who wi'l 
take more from an unskilful buyer, than he knows in his 
conscience his goods ate worth : a thing very common 
among dealers. Also, the wealthy gentleman, who, in buy- 
ing, will take advantsige of the indigence of the seller, and 
pay, if he can, less than the real worUi of what he buys. This 
practice is now so very near to universal, that tradesmen deal 
with one another, for the most part, as if they were all known 
tn be rogues and cheats; mmI he is the best tradesman, that 
can best guard awauist the villany of his neighbors. 

Hero oivells the careful tradesman, who, if a man once 
owes him five pounds, would write down five pounds ten 
sliillings. This method is so much in vomo, that many 
people dare not trust Iheir names on the tradesmen's books. 
As for my friend. Sir Roger Latepay, he has had such ex- 
perience of it, that his wom is in danger. In this fiishionable 
division dwells the tradesman, who, conscious that his own 
capital is expended, supports his luxury and grandeur at the 
expense of his dealers; and many such there be in town and 
country. The avaricious farmers, menufiictnrers and house- 
holders, who make their servants and mechanics work under 
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their usual wages, from the pretence of deadness of trade, &c. 
The buyer, who is conscious of his present inability, and 
spends without any probable view of bemg hereafter able to 
pay, dwells in the very heart of this division ; and hard by 
him dwells the fether, who, to gratify a depraved taste, 
squanders away his estate, to the defrauding of his wife and 
ciiildrca Ail of these, sir, are very feshionable people. 

Tiie third division is that of holy thieves. That is, men 
whose theft is in holy things. By holy thieves, I mean un- 
holy men, sustaining holy offices. Such is he, who enters 
into orders, merely for the eake of a good living. All who 
climb over the wall, and come not in by the door, are thieves 
and robbers. Thieves, because they steal the portion of the 
priests ; for, having no ri^ht to the sacerdotal function, their 
participation of the altar is sacrilegious theft. Robbers, be- 
cause they make havoc of the church, and deprive God's 
children of the food allowed them by their heavenly fether. 
Here dwell shoals of popish priests, and very considemhle 
numbers of protestant clergy, of various denominations, as 
well as the total sum of pagan and mahometan mufties. 
His holiness, the pope of Rome, is indeed president in this 
division, for he steals the prerogatives of God and applies 
tbeni to his own private use. 

The fourth division in the canton of tliieves, are those 
whom we call the sporting thieves. Such are card-players, 
cock-fighters, horse-coursers, and gamblers of all sorts. I 
know of none of my sportmg subjects, but what will win if 
they can, either by upright, or inequitable means. There- 
fore, with us it is an established maxim, tiiat the true gam- 
bler is the certam thief. Here too you may find princes, 
nobles, spiritual and temporal, and judges of every rank, 
lla ! ha ! ha 1 how have I been ready to split my sides with 
laughing, to see an archbishop lay aside his milre, and take 
up a pack of cards; and the sacred jud^e, after naving 
passed sentence on a criminal, lay aside all his solemnity, 
and put on the sprightly sportsman ! Then cried I, O! thn 
Oench I O ! the pulpit ! O ! the gambler ! 

The fifth division in the canton of thieves, is inhabited by 
what we call fantastic thieves. A very contemptible can- 
ton this is with sensible people. Vet foolish as they are with 
their nostrums, they make it appear, that there are people 
more fijolish than ttemselves ; for tl ny pick the pockets of 
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liie neiglitoring Cftntons very cleverly. Here dwell your 
Duffies, Godfries, Stoughtone, Fluggers, Lowthers, Jameses, 
Turlingtons, &c. Here the famous Mr. Mountebank is 
president, and Mr. Andrew Arches is his deputy. In this 
division nothing- is heard of but pills, lozenges, troches, bal- 
Mms, elixirs, drops, cordials, and the ready coin ; for the 
fantastical thieves can give no credit 

The sixth divisbn consists of plain honest highwaymen. 
Honest, when compared with many of the others; for when 
(lie thievesare about to rob a man, they very honestly tel 
him their design, and stake hut a few high words, and the 
mouth of the pistol, against the purse and all that is in it, 
which, notwithstanding the odds he greatly on the traveller's 
side, the hi^wayman carries lightly off, with the watch 
into the bw^in. Whereas many of the gentlemen thieves 
carry on their work so slily, that you know not their inten- 
tion of robhing: you, until lonn' after the robbery is committed. 
O ! Tyburn, lyburn, thou nast long groaned for such men 

Here too are many venerable prieela, who, by pretended 
pardons, dispensations, &c. play the pick-pocket lo great ad- 
vanta^. Much could I say about this class of veterans in 
the thieving trade, were I not afraid of exciting their re- 
sentment, which would be very detrimental to my designs, 
as thev lead the consciences of the laity just which way 
lliey please. 

Infidblis. Indeed, my son, by your account of them, tlie 
hiifhwayman and pick-pockets are less prejudicial to society, 
than many who are held to he men of great renown. 

Impiatob. Ay, sir, a tliousand times, and I can te!l you 
that some of the greatest names are enrolled 'ii the annale 
of this canton of thieves. There are the Grecian and Roman 
lieroes, almost in general, particularly great Alexander, 
and Julius Casar. There is Tamerlane, there is Kouli 

Khan, there is Philip of Spdn, and there is L s of JVance, 

who has as good an inclination to thieving as any body. 
Poor gentleman '. it is not half a century since he put forth 
liis hand to pick the pocket of George king of Britain ; but 
lie got his fuigeia most wofulJy bitten, before he could pull 
them in again. But what is btei in the bones will never be 
out of the flesh ; tJierefore, as the English did not take care 
eiSectually to secure themselves when they had it in their 
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power, they must expect furtlwr experience of French 
theft- 

Infidblis. One would have thought that the EngUsh have 
had so many instances of royal Iheft, from that quarter, that 
they would have effectually prevented future danger from 
tlienoe. Nor are our good friends the Spaniards less in- 
clined to the thievish practice than their neighbora Wit- 
ness Peru and Mexico, those once ojwlent and populous 
kingdoms, which now belong to them, in the same manner 
as tiie purse of gold belonga to the highwayman, who took 
it from the gentleman whwa he murdered. 

Impiatob. Ay, sir, great thieves are abundantly more 
hurtful to mankind, than thieves of a dwarfisli size ; though 
fiunous Tyburn, and the places akm to it, seldom have-tho 
honor of ushering them into the other world. 

The third canton is the liars' canton, a people with double 
tongues, and of the nature of an otter, amphibious. The 
great Beelzebub is grand president here, but is represented 
by two fiunous deputies, namely, the artful Mahomet, and 
the good old gentleman at Rome. Of the two, tlie latter 
is most in favor at court, because Beelzebub says, he is so 
very much of his own image ; although, it must be owned, 
Mahomet bears a very great resemblance. All the holy 
fethers, my lords the inquisitors, with their asistant flimil- 
iars. All the venerable patriarchs, and princely cardinals, 
reside in the metropolis, near the exchange, in the principal 
street, which is a sUaiwIit thoroughfare to hell The bishops, 
of both ranbi, are stationed next to them, and greatly facili- 
tate the journey of pa^engera, The very populous suburbs 
are inhabited by the sons of St. Ignatius; than whwn, none 
are more excellent at the arts of lying and evasion. And 
hsre toe are abundance of friars, of every order, who, though 
leas crafty than tiie Jesuits, are very diligent in the great 
work or deceit. In this conutry, politeness and learning 
have arnved at the greatest perfection. Here are abundance 
of courtiers, and statesmen, besides atheists and deists, 
hirrhly esteemed by our people, for their learning and sense. 

The fiimous court liars are like a dead fish. They al- 
ways swim with the stream of power. They are for or 
against stamp^cta, and general warrants, just as the senti- 
ments of Hieir superiors direct. They are Protestants, or 
intolerant papists, or neither, just as their prince is inclined. 
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or as iheif own interests require. Their a 
leniier 38 a w lllow, and will turn luiy way witli the appli 
cition of a purse nf gold, a place, a pension, or a peero^. 
W hen It serves their low and base purposes, you will find 
them patriots, but if the good of the nation clsshes with 
tliPir sinister views, you may find them traitors either to 
clmrch or etate, or to both. Of this class were Bouner nikl 
(larilinor, zealous Protestants in the days of JEdward tJic 
bath, and bloody papists in the reign of his sister of scarlol 
memory. To this class also belonged Sharp, the archbithoii 
of St. Andrew's; for it was not conviction, but gold, tliat 
cliinn;ed his sentiments trom presbytery to prelacy. All tiie 
-j-guments which my lords, the bi^opa of England, hod ad- 
vanced, made no more impression upon him, than an arrow 
woLild hive made npcm a rock of flint; bnt when his nuije?- 
ty came, in a rhetorical manner, to press him home willi a 
heaiy purse of gold, a coach and six, and a bishopric, he 
«'aa quite confounded, and had not a word to say for mother 
kirk of Scotland. Such court arguments as this, sir, stop 

the mouths of many a patriot; lyird C m is a recent 

proof of Ibis. Such was the force of his elocution that it 
could gain battles, subdue states, reverse laws, and make 
placemen tremble, until he was unhappily confounded by a 
place, a pension, and a peerage; and now, poor gentleman, 
he has nothing left to grati^ his ambition, but the melan- 
choly reflectinn of what he once was. 

There is another herd of court liars, (excuse the phrase, 
sir, because it is the common opinion, that of all vermin, 
court liars are the most detestable) who fiiwn like a spaniel 
upon every prmce that ascends tie thione, in order to in- 
gratiate themselves mto his favor, thereby to make sure of 
their o«n emolunicnL If the manners of the prince are 
ever =o dissolute, they caress him as their most wise and 
unliable monarch Though he were as much of a dastard 
as Sardanipalus, they will persuade him that he will vie 
with Hertor for magnanimity. If he is a drunkard, or glut- 
ton, they will flatter him with his temperance ; or represent 
his luxury as a princely virtue, very becoming a royal pe.r- 
sonaaie; even if one half of his subjects be feniisbin^ for 
want of brend. Some of those court liars will tell their 
prince, that it is no crime at all for him to enter his neigh- 
■ies, and murder twenty or thirty thousind of 
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nis subjects, though there is really no cause given on their 
Dart, for the hostile invasion. Some such villians precipi- 
tated I,ewis of France into a war witli Britain, which would 
iniallibly have proved his ruin, had he not been well be- 
friended by some people near St. James's. 

A truly patriotic courtier is a strong pillar to the throne ; 
but court liars are the destruction of (hat prince whose ear 

It 18 my opinion, that a prince hna need either to be a 
very wise man himself, or to have very honest men about 
him. Happy is that nation, who has a wise and prudent 
king, and at Ihe same time honest and faithful ministers. 
Earthly thrones are so infested with fewning flatterers! 
that if the prince is not very well acquainted with his Bible, 
it is difficult for hun to know, whether he is virtuous or 

tiFiDELis, That is a book in little esteem. Great men 
are for the most part too polite to trouble themselves with 
its contents, because they are go unfavorable to their prac- 

iMPtATOR, True, and by those means princes are the 
more readily deceived. For a mitred courtier may, per- 
haps, tell his prmce, that it is lawftil for a royal personage, 
to debauch the wife or daughter of one of an mferior rank, 
but unlawful for a plebeian; notwithstanding his spiritual 
lordship knows very well, that when God said, "Whore- 
mongers and adulterers 1 will judge," he exempted not the 
prince any more than the peasant; for with hun there is no 
respect of pe."sons on account of their worldly dignity. 

Another right reverend courtier tells his prince, that it is 
allowable enough in him, on the Sabbath, after the irksome 
si^rvice is over at church, to divert himself with a quiet, 
civil game at chess, quadrille, or whatever his pious incli- 
nation leads him to ; and that it may he lawtiil for some fi- 
vorite nobility to assist at the eport; but, says he, it is utter- 
ly unlavriiil for the husbandman and low mechanic; though 
the downy doctor knows well enough, that when the Al- 
mighty sanctified the Sabbath, it was not a part only, bi't 
the whole Sabbath he intended. 

iNnDELia. Well, Impiator, whatever license the right 
reverends allow at court, their sable brethren in the coun- 
try are not less indubent; for in most parishes in England. 
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the people may swear or pray, get drunk or communicate, 
go to oliurcli or slay at home, get to heaven or heil, just as 
their inclination leads them, for any concern hia reverence 
the parson gives himself, provided always he is not cheated 
of his dues. 

IiiPiATOR. I know I am well befriended by many clergy- 
men. But to return to the prince, I assure you I have often 
tliought that, of all men, it is the greatest difficulty for him 
to bo a good man, and get saie to heaven : he has so many 
about him, who are base enough to commend even his vices, 
and but very few who love him well enough to correct hia 
errors. But if I become a moralist now, you'll suppose I 
act out of character. However, ihough many have exhaust- 
ed all their wit and good nature upon the court liars, they 
are still the same, they lie as fast as ever Ibr the sake of 
money, estates, high places, &c : therefore some people cali 
Ihem mercenary liars. 

But many of the iahahitants of this canton are less arnbi- 
tious,and will very freely tell lies for a penny gain; amongst 
those are the travelling tradesmen, who carry their sliopa 
upon their backa Them we call the petty dealers, and the 
humble liars. But we have others more generous still, who 
will give you a lie fresh from (he mint, with no other view 
but to raise a laugh. These we call the merry liars, be- 
cause they go laughing to hell. Others we have, who stand 
in the capacity of god-fethers and god-mothers, who very 
roundly promise and vow to do, for the child, what thev 
never intend to perform. Some people call them the foot- 
hardy iiars. Next to them reside a ve^ venerable tribe, 
called by the name of reverend liars. Reverend, because 
in holy orders ; and liars, because they tell my lord bishop 
that they are moved by the Holy Ghost, to take upon them 
the office of a deacon, whereas they are moved by the hope 
of a good livbg, not knowing that there is such a being as 
the Holy Ghost ; and deeming it enthosiftsm to profess to be 
moved by him. When once put into orders, and a benefice, 
those worthy gentlemen rave against all who profess to be 
influenced in their devotion, by the Holy Spirit, as fanatics, 
enthusiasts, and madmen. Now, either my good friend the 
parson lies to my lord bishop, or his congregation ; but the 
truth is, he lies to both. 

The fourth canton is, tliat of sabbatli-breakers, which is a 
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greater imrt of the nobility, and other gentlemen of rank 
and fortune, reside here. They are too well-bred to ivor- 
Bhip God oa Sunday, in public or private. They scorn to 
suppose themseh'es indebted to the -Aimighly for life, and 
breath, and all things; or to be accountabie to him Ibr the 
use Uiey make of 3ieir time, estates, and talenta They 
leave it to the low-lifed mechanics, ta go to church or meet- 
ing, or when there, to be devout, and take notice of what 
they are about. Let the parson talk about heaven, or hell, 
or what they will, they are unconcerned, never once sup- 
posing themselves endued with immortal souls. 

There is my good friend, my lord Tlmelagg, a nobleman 
of the first distinction; he is so taken up tlirough the week, 
with contriving how to provide for himself and his creatures, 
that he is in no condition to go to church on Sunday, but 
chooses some convenient part of it for an ailing, either in 
the eoaeli with my lady, or on horseback with hia cousin, 
'squire Idle. Mrs. Housekeeper also is veiy closely em- 

Sloyed in preparing tea and chocolate against their return. 
Ir. Steward is very busy in preparing his rent-rolls, studi- 
ously contriving how to eMract an estate for himself, out of 
his master's, so that be cannot go to church at any rate. 
The footman, and my lady's woman must needs attend their 
master and mistress; the coacimian and postilion must 
guide the machine ; the butJer and groora must be within 
call, one to take care of the horses, and the other to furnish 
with claret or champaign ; so that the minister is very little 
obliged to his lordship for finding iiim an auditory to preach 

The London tradesmen come up as near to his lordship's 
example as their circumstances will admit of Their spirits 
are quite exhausted with the fatigues of weekly business; 
therefore, instead of leading their femilies duly to church, 
you may meet squadrons of them every Saturday night and 
Sunday morning, going to regale themselves vrith a Sun- 
day's pleasure, which consists in eating, carousing and 

Then there is your sabbath-day visitors; very genteel 
peopl" The tea-table gossips are much concerned here: 
yoii may find hundreds of tables, the conversation of which 
is sujiporteri at Uio expense of the reputation of some absent 
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For it mast be oteervcd tliat our gossips are so absolutely 
destitute of innate iJeas, and are sucii perfect etrangers to 
the affiiirs of civil life, that they cannot support conversa- 
tion five minutes at a sitting, but Ire- the help of slander. 
Hence Eome people have said, t!mt slander is the very soul 
of conversatioiL And sure enough, if you pick out all the 
slanderous expressions from the conversation of our gossips, 
you will have but a very scanty fragment remaining. 

There are others so given up to indolence, that they keep 
great part of the Sabbatli in bed, on a couch, or in the easy 
chair. These people are iso exceedingly opprest witli the 
weight of their own bodies that they can attend at neither 
church nor chapel, although active enough the other parts 
of the week : and yet they are good Christians, and hope to 
go tfl heaven when they die. ^d yet they seldom thmk of 
any thing but livmg for ever ; in order to which they eat, 
dnnk, and sleep away Ihe sabbath. These go by the name 
of lazy sabbath-breakers; and all who are employed the 
whole morning, in preparing superfluities for dinner, live 
along with them. 

Another class of sabbath-breakers consists of the petty 
dealers, who buy or sell commodities, for back or belly, on 
the sabbath day. We call them the mistrustful sabtiith- 
breakers, because they cannot trust God with tlieir customers ; 
and slotliful sabbath-breakers, because they do not provide 
for their lamilics, on the six days appointed for labor. Eng- 
land, with all its bravery, is horribly disgraced by a set of 
profane people, such as grocers, chandlers, butchers, barbers 
and bakers, who will not miss Ihe taking a penny on the 
sabbath, any more than another day. Besides them, there 
are tailors, mantua and shoemakers, who, with their late fin- 
ishes, make great encroachments on the sabbath, and lliat in 
the most open manner. 

iNriBEMS. I thought in England, the law had made prey- 
vision against such enormous breaches of the sabbath. 

Impiatak. Yes/ the laws do indeed make provision for 
the suppreabn of such vices; but I have the pleasure of 
seeing the enforcing of those laws, very often left with peo- 
[ds who are entirsly devoted to my interest; so the Inwa 
are frequently asleep, when I am awake and upon my toniids. 

But there is another tribe against whom there is no hu 
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mm law. I mean llie thinking sabbath-brealiers ; a careful 
industrious set ot' people, esteemed by all and known but to 
few. Tliay are constantly employed through the week, and 
are glad of the sabbath's approach, tiiat they may repair 
their bodily fetigue, and give a free scope to their plodding 
minds. When they awake on the Sabbath morning, they 
are deeply contemplating some transBctions of the past week, 
or concerting measures proper lo be followed in the ensuing. 
Nor does the man alter his subject when he goes to church. 
No, he is quite uniform, Ti'y him, and you will "ind him 
ail of a piece. Let the parson choose what subject he will, 
the other sticks to his text; so that it often happens when 
the minister thinks his auditory is collected, and the hulk of 
his parish appear at church, he is mistaken ; for the greatfc.'t 
part of those whom he thinks to be present, are only there 
in appearance ; their minds, their hetter part, being absent 

For instance, the parson sometimes thinks that he sees 
'squire Folly and madam his lady, in the front pew of the 
right-hand gallery : but he ia mistaken; for only tlieir bodies 
ate there; their minds are absent. As for the 'squire, he is 
busy chasing the hare or fox, over all the hedges and ditciies 
in his manor; and his lady is menially at this bal], or the 
other assembly; or at this play or tlie other opera; or per- 
haps she is cheapening silks, at Mr. Cwit's, silk-mercer, on 
Ludgate-hill. 

Sometimes the merchant seems to be at church : however, 
he is only there in body, his soul having sailed in the good 
fillip Bonadventure, to buy slaves on the coast of Guinea, or 
barter goods at Bengal or Malabar. The mercer, draper, 
anil grocer, seem sometimes to be there ; but frequently it is 
an imposition ; for although their bodies may indeed be pres- 
ent, tlieir souls are gone on a journey, to visit their custom 
era. or left at home, in the counting-house, balancing their 
books, or cxamming their tradesmen's bills, that they may 
know with whom they can deal to the greatest advantage ; 
perhaps issuing forth a capias against 'squire Latepay, a 
gcnileman well known to those dealers; or it may be, the 
soul is busy, entering protests ugainst certain extravagant 
manufacturers. 

As fur the industrious farmer, you may well think ha 



Ho.-«b,Coogle 



73 DIALOGUES 

has something else to employ his mind, than either sermon 
or prayers; for it must needs require much thought and 
fcrecast to determine right, where to sow his wheat, where 
his clover, and what land to set apart for hemp, how to dis- 
pose of his young colt, and the gray horse, who is in dajiger 
d" losing his eyes. And he, good man, hath found from long 
esperience, that he can conlrive better at church than any- 
where else; and being willing to thrive in the world, he 
will let slip no opportunity proper for advantagieous consid- 
eration. 

But I can tell yon, sir, if the people so frequently put the 
cheat upon their parson, he in his turn retaliates upon them; 
and many times when the congregation flatter themselves 
that they see the parson in, and hear his voice from tlie 
pulpit, they are mistaken ; for it is only his body, his soul 
being attending the levee of this nobleman, or the other 
bishop, making his court for a fetter benefice. These, sir, 
are some of the thinking sabbath-breakers. 

Then there are the mad sabbath-breakers, a set of the 
TCrjr dregs of humanity; and yet by some means or otlier 
their impious practices are connived at, notwithstanding In- 
terdicted by all laws divine and human. Such are our pel- 
let throwers in Yorkshire and Durham ; our fixit-lall tossers, 
who are found all over the nation; our leapers, ruuners, 
tavern-haunters, and all of every denomination, who exer- 
cise themselves in any sport on the sabbath, aie stationed 
along with the mad sabbalh-breakers. 

Last of all these are our religious sabbatli-breakers, a dis- 
trict that is formed of party zealots and selfseekers, both 
preachers and hearers. As for the former, their doctrine is 
various. One man preaches the pope, another preaches the 
councila One preaches St, Domimck, another SL Francis. 
One preaches episcopacy like the great Sacheverel, another 
preaches presbytery, as the only way of salvation. One 
preaches up mankmd in general, and another preaches his 
own personal endowments in particulars; but as for preach- 
ing Jesus Christ, that is quite foreign to their purpose, and 
is therefore lefl; to he performed by otiiers. Thus, sire, you 
have had a view of the canton of sabbatli-hreakers. 

IiwiDBLis. And ft nohle canton it is, my sou, both rich 
and populous, of great service to us, and vast enlargemen 
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;a of Beelzebub. How i11us;rious is the throne 
of great Impiator ! I long to have a descripiion of tiie rest 
of jour kuigdom, but for the present I must be gone, my 
son. Will you please to give me the meeting here to-moi 

Ihpiatoh. I Will, sir. Adieu. 



DIALOGUE \1. 



Pftivt to the appointment betwixt Faeloaus and Avato, 1 
resolved to stay their coming, and had not been long before 
I saw them at a distance, walking up the valley towards 
me. Arrived at the usual place of conference, Fastosiis 
etnicfc twice with his rod on the eartli, and instantly there 
arose two thrones of Ihe blackest ebony, one of which he 
occupied himself, and the other was filled by his cousin, 
Avaro. Thus enthroned, Fastosus opened the conversation, 
whilst I seized my pen, and sat eager to catch tho fleeting 
sound. 

FASTOSua You know, Avaro, when we parted in the 
morning, I was going to assist my lady Gaiety, to dresB far 
her visit to my good lord Frolic. I went accordingly, and 
liard work I assure you we had of it. As soon as I appear- 
>jd before the toilet, I received orders to render myself in- 
visible, and not to depart the room, that I might be m readi- 
ness to adjust the head-dress, and bosom ornaments. Yes, 
madam, said I, I will give your ladyship due attendance. 
With that I rendered myself invisible to her, but continued 
visible to all other beholders. So to dressing we went. 
First we ornamented the feet, which was attended witli 
very considerable difficulty. It (.ost us several tyings and 
untymgs before her ladyship was pleased with her owd 
Swt. At last, having finished the feet, and my lady viewed 
them several times in every position, we proceeded to other 
parts of the important work. First we did and then we 
undid every part of the finery. But our hardest work about 
the head and bosom was, how to put one as much as possible 
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out of ita native form, and to expose the other so na to moke 
Bure of attracting the eyes of beholders. Monsieur Fris. 
aeur, who was our assistant, gave it as hia opinion, that to 
come up to the very zenith of the mode, it was necessary 
she should bear an head as much as possible in resemblance 
to a ram without horns ; and Mrs. Prude, my lady's woman, 
told us plably, that Mrs. Pander, whose province it is to 
establisli female customs, had expressly deciared, every lady 
worlh above one hundred a year, ought, in a full dress, to 
wear her bosom quite naked. My lady is adorned with ex- 
cellent hair ; but it will not serve her except it bear a look 
the most unnatural possible. Her skin, fiiir as alabaster, we 
were cJvliged to daub with patches, the color of Beelzebub's 
coat, as a token of her loyalty to the black prince of the 
nether regions. But how to place these patches was a ques- 
tion of no ordinary concern, and hardly resolved at last. 
First we tried one large patch on her chin; but my lady 
Boon perceived, tiiai it hid the beauteous dimple, which na- 
ture had there impreesed, and therefore it was presently re- 
moved. Then we tried how the cheek would answer ; but 
alas ! it obscured the lively rose, which is a native there, 
and which my lady takes great delight to view in her glass; 
on this account we exempted llie cheek from the burden. 
At last, after much anxiety, and very serious consideration, 
it was resolved that we should fix it on the middle of her 
forehead, resembling the eye of a cyclops, and put a little 
one, on the left side of her chin, bearing the likeness of a 
mole. However, it cost several trials with tliem in both 
places, ere the patches would lie agreeably to her ladyship's 

AvABO. Ah ! Faslosus, if the ladies only knew how ridic- 
ulous they make themselves look in the eyes of the judi- 
cious, they would be very loth thus to deform their native 
■beauty. What delicate beauty! what perfect comeliness do 
we see rendered disagreeable and ridiculous, by these tran* 
formations ! And how can they be but disagreeable and ri- 
diculous, when all the decorations of nature lie concealed, 
and nothing appears but the manufeclory of ait, that great 
BUpplnnter of nature? Such ladies are certainly greatly de- 
ceived by you, Fastosus ; for the end proposed by all those 
metamorphoses is to render themselves agreeable to the 
gentlemen, whereas they produce the contrary effect. Arl 
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ean never beget love. This is nature's work alone. Art 
may indeed excite lust; but nature done begets that love 
which a virtuous lady would strive to oblaiii. It is slrange, 
Fastosus, tliat nature bas so little, and atTectatioti such great 
concern among people of fiishion as at this day. Well, 1 
hope you pleased her at last^ , 

Fastosiis. Ves, yes, I hope I did ; but my work did not 
end witii madam: for Mrs. Prude, her womau, who waa 
aasisting us in the equijHnent of her laiiy, and often put her 
tongue into her cheek, and bit her lip, to prevent her laugh- 
ing'^out, and when she saw her mistress's vanity, as soon us 
t had done with her lady, beseeched me that I would put a 
few pins into her clolhes, because she was to attend her 
mistress to lord Frolic's ; and, notwithstanding my patience 
was aJmost spent before, I was obliged to stay ever so long, 
pinning and unpinnmg her; for Mrs. Prude aiiected the fine 
gentlewoman, almost as much aa her mistress. 

But what vexed me worse than all Ihe test was, just as t 
got t« the bottom of the stairs, to make my escape, the cook 
maid caught me in her greasy arms, and begged me to as- 
sist her to dress herself in her balf-hojiday clothes, as her 
sweetheart was to take the advantage of her lady's absence 
to come and visit her. I could not deny the girl, because I 
thought she really had need of considerable amendment, be- 
fore she present^ herself to her lover. So after we had 
pinned and unpinned a considerable time, I burst through 
the casement, lo avoid the importunity of the laundry and 
chamber maids, whom I saw coming. Thus I ^ve them 
the slip; for those ladies and their female attendants, would 
drudge any devil in hell off his feel, might they have their 
own way. But X am right glad that I am come hither from 
among them. 

AvABO. Then, sir, I perceive with all your greatness, you 
have no objections to assisting a waiting woman or a cook- 
maid occasionally. 

Fastobub. No objection at all, cousin. The soul of a 
waitiuf' woman will fill a vacancy in hell, as well as that 
of her lady. The difference is this ; the lady of honor is ca- 
pable of drawing more to hell along witJi her, than her 
waiting woman can ; therefore I choose to make sure of the 
mistress, and for the most part the maid comes along by her 
CKample. But as soon as we get them safely inclosed with- 
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m our flaming prison, we let them see we are no respeclera 
t£ persons; for the mistress and her maids, my lord and his 
valet, the 'squire and his groom, have all the same apart- 
ment allotted to them, feed all at the same table, drink ot 
the same cup, and are served by the same devil, whom they 
never find to be sparing of his liquor; but to serve tlK.m 
plenteously, though much contrary to their inclinations. 

AvARa That doctrine you unpreach when you attend 
upon them, Fastosus. Yoa wisely keep your thumb upi>n 
that And indeed it is well a> to do ; for comely as your 
appearance is, they would discard you else. Serious thoughts 
of futurity would spoil all our sport, uncle. 

Fastosvs. Indeed, Avaro, I am not such an half-wit bb 
to tell my lord, that his riches and grandeur, if notduly im- 
proved, will sink him lower in the bottomless abyas than 
the rustic plebeian ; nor am I such an inconsiderafe devil, 
as to (ell hun that his hunting-, hawking, horse-coursing, 
cock-lighting, card-playing, drmkin^, swearing, whoring, 
&c. are the broad way to never-enduig torment Neither 
do 1 foolishly tell my lady, that balls, Bssemblies, plays, &c. 
are the rosy paths which lead most infallibly to ruin. No, 
no, let me alone fiir that; I warrant me 1 can keep my 
counsel well enough; and as for (hem Ihey will find aU out 
at last, without any instruction. 

AvARo. If I remember right, Fastosus, when we parted 
lost, you were relating the manner in which you made your 
entrance good amongst men. I should he glad, sir, if you 
will be so obliging as to finish Ibat account 

Fastosus. I purpose it, Avaro. You may remember I 
told youthst great Beelzebub, havingdiacovered (he woman 
to be the weaker vessel, he made no attempts upon the vir- 
tue of the man, but resolved, by all means, to seduce in« 
woman ; not doubtmg but she would bring over her husband 
to our interest along with her. It happened one night that 
Adam had a dream, ominous of our conquest, which made 
him very fearful, lest any part of his, or his wife's conduct, 
should promote the dire event; therefore he reasoned with 
her, concerning their duty to their Creator, gave her the 
strictest charge to keep out of the way of tflmptation, and 
withai informed her, that he was not without his fears, even 
upon her account. But she, for her part, just as the devil 
would have it, resolved to Eecarate hei-self from her bus- 
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band that da.y, wliich she had never done before. Wliether 
she thought to endear herself more to him, by letting him 
see how well she would resist temptation, if any should ol- 
fer, or took it rather ill to be under hia tutorage, 1 pretend 
not lo say; but, inaugre «1! his entteatieg, ^e would go 
forth, by herself, iuto a distant walk, to gather some deli- 
cious berries, for an innocent repast for her and her lord, at 

This w»a an opportunity just to Beelzebub's wish, and ha 
twjk care to improve it to advantage. I told you before, that 
previous to this, he had possessed the body of a boautifiil 
snake, in those days man's familiar domestic ; and now find- 
ing Eve at a distance from her husband, the serpent discov- 
ered himself to her, and with more than animal gestures 
attracted her eye. Captivated with its unusual motion, she 
stood ravished with its beauties, and admiring its agility. 
As it drew near to her, she put forth her gentle hand, stroked 
its skin, and the subtle animal, afler its manner, returned 
the compliment, by laying its shining head on her lap. Their 
station was near to the tree of knowledge of good and evil, 
upon which the forbidden fruit luxuriantly himg. To this 



man observed it. " lie still, thou pretty creataire, said she, 
{stroking i^) what makes thee look so earnestly at that pro- 
hibited fruiti" "Ah! thou fair goddess, returned the ser- 
pent, I have good reason to admire the sovereign virtue of 
that delicious tree : for I was created only in a brutal stft- 
tion, wiChoutconseiousnessof mind, or the use of my tongue; 
until, being on my thoughtless ramble yesterday, I chanced 
tn espy this amazing tree, whose fruit hangs in such luxi>- 
lianiie. After a short pause, such as a brute may be capa- 
ble of, I climbed up the tree, and began to feast on the mosi, 
d^'licious fruit that ever was eaten. Joyful at my happy 
liito, 1 soon became sensible of a self-conscious raind, capa- 
ble of discerning between good and evil Soon my tongue, 
which before cleaver! to the roof of my mouth, was untied, 
anJ I could express sentiments of joy in the most rational 
manner. Atid now, when I met with you, I was gobg to 
renew my repast on the fruit of that. sovereign tree." 
AvABo. Oh, Paslosus ! The most subtlt scheme that ever 



Ho.-«b,Coogle 



78 DlALOfiUES 

was heard of! Welt, tliis mny lie apoken to &c iionor of 

Beelzebub, when I am dead and gone. 

FiSTOSus. Well, but Satan 3iiJ not tiien kaovi of the 
happy consequences Ihat have since arisen from this ai&ir, 
to eome purt of the human race. However, having laid his 
anare vnth all the subtilty he was master of, he thought it 
weit to assault the pure mind of Eve with unbelieE* Wa 
asked her, if the reason why she was eo divinely beautiflil, 
was not her feeding often upon the fruit of that eo sovereigii 
a treel The woman answered, "No, we have never to 
mach as once tasted of it, but invariably observed (lie com- 
mand of our Creator, who hath put us into this parden, and 
said unto ua, Of every tree of the garden ye may freely 
eat, but the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil, ye may not eat; for in the day ye eat thereof ye 
shall Burciy die." To whom the serpent " Indeed ! Did 
he really say so! Are you not mistaken, tliink you? Die 
too! Why am not I dead then, I who have eaten of it so 
plenteouslyl No, no, you shall not die. That is only an 
empty threatening, to keep you in subjection to him ; ftr he 
vetj well knows, that the moment you ent thereof you shall 
be like himself, knowing good and evil; no longer be man 
and woman, hut become gods." 

The woman replied, "Ay, but my pretty creature, how 
shall I know that I shall he a goddess, if 1 should venture 
to eat of that desirable fruit V ** Know ! said the serpent ; 
you may easily know it, if you consider that, if I, who was 
created only a brute beast, am by eating the fruit of this 
tree, exalted to humanity, you, who are more than half a 
God already, shall certainly, by so doing, be exalted to real 
divinity." With these words he injected into her bosom 
some seeds of my nature, which fermented to that degree, 
tliat nothinjr would now serve her turn but to be deified. 
Sagacious Beelzebub, perceiving the uproar I had made in 
her mind, introduced all the tram of real vices, which now 
infect the human species: subjected her wholly to his sway; 
and she, as his instrument, could have no rest until she got 
her husband's neck also fest in BeekebuVs yoke. 

Thus was pride first introduced into the terrene creation ; 
and thus was man subjected to my powerful sway. Being 
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b jht forth in the heart of man, I arrivetl insla/itly at full 
g *th; involved Iheni in sorrow; enveloped Ihein in blind- 
ness and ignorance ; and instead of that happiness and dig- 
nity which Beelzehub had promised them, of becoming gods, 
I brought forth m them trusty Shame, the elder bom ot my 
earthly feraily, and he, as a spirit of great power, made 
Adam and Eve fly to a thicket, to hide themselves from tiie 
presence of an offended God. Instead of becoramg gods, I 
transformed tliem into the image and likeness of father 
Beelzebub, in which image Ihey begat and brought forth 
their children. It wns now that I begat tlie lovely Dis- 
cordans; to us the more love!y because he is anlijuatural. 
No sooner was he bom, but he sounded a trumpet, and cried, 
"To arms! to arms!" Then you might have seen the rhino- 
ceros anil elephant, the et^le and dragon, the lion, panther, 
and wolf, appear in all the fury of martial spirit, and pro- 
claim an eternal war against one another : nor were Adam 
and Eve exempted trom domestic uneasiness themselves. 

AvABO. All this worked just as the devil would have it ; 

and greatly enlarged the territories of hell, by annexing 

earth to tlie infernal crown. Weil, uncle, I perceive, by 

-^uT account, that you are the fether of sin, in the mind of 

ith angels and men. 

FASTOBua. True, Avaro, I am ; and so well is my power 
established, that I »rn the very last that shall he subdued, 
and rooted out of tlie hearts, even of those that hate me, 
and who at last shall be delivered from my yoke. This ia 
true, cousin, whether yon believe it or not; and I assure 
you, that I have the pleasure of giving many a painful heart- 
pang, even to those who curse my name and nature. But 
to my story, cousin. I manifested my powerful sway over 
man, in tlie case of my fiiithful servant Cain; not only hi 
his bloody revenge against his brother Abel, who had re- 
volted trom our government, but in making him despair un- 
der his punishment. 

I triumphed gloriously over the inhabitants of the ant&- 
diluvian world, who, for my sake, scorned to submit to the 
commandments of God, resolving to be gnided by the 
thoughts of their own hearts, all of which were inspired 
by me; therefore every thought and imagination of the 
heart was only evil continually. I wrought them up to 6i:ch 
a degree of rebellion, that the Almighty resolved to heal 
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with UiBin no longer, but to sweep tliem away with the lie 
eoni of destruction ; yet he would not do it without giving 
them proper warning, and calling tfiera to repentiince and 
reibrniation. One Noah, a famous preacher of righteous- 
ness, was the instrument raised up, on this occasion ; and to 
ne sure the man preached iaith fully and fervently; but I 
had the pleasure of hardening the people's henrla to that 
degree, thit he met with nothmg but abuse for his pains. 
Every body accounted him to be a frantic enthusiast, fanatic, 
or Methodist ; until the divine patience was quite worn out, 
and their destruction came upon them by a deluire, which 
swept thf-m all from the fnce of tJie earth, except this same 
Noah artd his family ; and for my purt I do not remember 
a time, on wliicli hell liad so many visitants at once as then. 

Ataro, But how could Noah and his fiimily be saved, 
when the deluge came upon all the eartJi 1 

PAsrosus. Why, Avaro, it was by the help of a ship, 
which he was taught to build. For this same Noah was the 
first ship-carpenter in the world ; and although a prince, he 
was not above laboring with his hands. But it galls me to 
tliink how the Ahnighty mixes mercy with judgment; for 
in tills d^trnctioii, which he brought upon the old world, 
be taught the new world the most necessary and useful art 
of navijration, by means of which he will spread the know- 
lodge of himself over all tiie earth. 

After this I set up my lofty standard on the plains of 
Shinar. Multitudes flocked to it, and became my humble 
servants. It was now I projected a scheme of erecting a 
tower, equal in altitude to Jacob's ladder. Two special ad- 
vantages, 1 alleged to them, would accrue from it when fin- 
ished. The first, to perpetuate their name to the latest pos- 
terity. The second and greatest advantage would be, that 
thereby they might bid defiance to the Almighty. Such 
provision being made for their safety, that, on the first ap- 
pearances of judgment begun, th^ might retire lo lie 
tower, where the waters could not follow them. But here, 
you may observe, I played the devil with the children of 
men; for although I flattered them with such advantages, I 
believed in my heart that such a presumptuous, daring un- 
dertaking', woulil have provoked the Almighty utterly to 
have destroyed them rotit and branch. And, indeed, at one 
time I fbougiit I hid gained my point ; for bo did come down 
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and eonfoond their language, in such a manner that tha 
great design misciirried. It was diverting to hear ilic lirick- 
hjet call for raortar, and, Lo ! a box of brick was brought 
him. Anotlier calls for bricks, and the server runs for a 
board of mortar. One calls out for a level, and he receives 
a plumb-line. Another asks for a square, and a level is brought 
him. The bricklayers, provoked to see themselves mocked 
bj tljeir servants, not as yet knowing their language to be 
confounded, began to lay their resentment jpon the bones 
of their laborers; and the laborers, considering themselves 
aa very ill used, returned the abuse upon the builders ; aod 
tlnis they quarrelled and bickered, until they were fein to 
leave off the work, and betake themselves to other employ- 
ments. 

But, alas! cousin, in thisafiair the devil was outwitted; 
for we ail thought that this haughty attempt would have 
provoked God utterly to destroy them. But he made use 
of our project only to send tliem abroad to people the earth, 
the more widely to make his glories known. And to the 
deep mortification of all our black fraternity, especially 
fether Beelzebub, upon the ruins of the tower was written, 
in everlastmg characters, the following motto: "Here the 
devil overshot himself." But this was a trifling disappoint- 
ment in comparison of many others, some of which I may 
perhaps give you an account of 

Wherever the sons of Noah went, I went along with 
them ; and not * great number of years had the earth been 
dry, before I persuaded them to forge, found, and carve to 
themselves objects of religious adoration, more agreeable to 
their fimcy, than the God who made them. And by this 
means it was, that pagan idolatry was introduced, wliich, 
strictly speaking, is tlie religion ot^ pride alone ; even as the 
present Roman Catholic religion is that of pride and covet- 

I will tell you strange things, of my government, Avaro, 
at a time convenient; but as we were coming along, you 
mentioned somewhat about tlie clergy of France. Pray, 
what of them, cousin 1 

AvAHO. I We often, sir, made honorable mention of the 
dutiful disposition of my dear children, the French parsons. 
But I had, some years ago, occasion to try an experiment, 
which greatly quickened tlieir devotion, and clothed the 
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face of all the country with poignant sorrow. By thei un- 
wearied pursuit of the interest of the cliiircli, that is t& say, 
by their coaxing, wheedlingv and threateninjr of people, out 
</ their goods and chattels, tor the benefit of the clerg-y, they 
were grown so fiit and purse-proud, they were not able to 
say lialf of the masses they were paid tor, nor to attend 
upon the duties of their pretended devotion; which, persist- 
ing in, they themselves would have contributed to the open- 
ing of people's eyes to discover the cheat- 

1 imagined that nothing- could be more suitable, tiian 
physic, to purge off some of their grossness. I went straight 
to Versailles, demanded an interview with the most Chris, 
tian Louis, and accordmgly was introduced by one of the 
loids of his bed-chamber. As soon as he had done me 
greeting alter the royal manner, proportionahle to liis very 
great esteem for me, I opened the conversation in the follow- 
ing manner; " My royal friend, said I, perceiving that yon 
have been ransacking the world lately, m quest of gold, to 
supply your pressing and growing wants, I am come bD in- 
fimn yon where you may meet with store of moidores, yea, 
treasures in abundance, without travelling out of your own 
dominions." "Is it possible I said he. I pray thee, lovely 
spirit, where are the golden heaps to be founds" 1 replied, 
" The clergy, the clergy, sir, are so overgrown in riches, 
that they are hardly able to say an hospitable mass tor the 
dead, or even to go about to cheat and defraud people out of 
their money and souls as hetetolbre." " Ungrateful villainy 
said he, to hoard up their money to lie by them useless, when 
I, their king, am just at the point of becoming bankrupL I 
will ease them of their burden, I warrant you. 1 will let 
them for once know, that they have another master besides 
the pope, and leave it to them to replace their stores the 
nearest way they can." I was not afraid but my scheme 
would work to my mind ; for I took him at tlie very nick of 
time, when the king of England had emptied his coffers, by 
destroying his naval force and trade ; and, poor gentleman, 
he knew not well how to fill them again. 

Glad of such an opportunity, he assembled the heads of 
tho jlergy, and demanded of them an exorbitant sum, in the 
way of a free gift. A very genteel way of robbing the 
church indeed ! The holy gownsmen, like dear children of 
their good Avaro, sbowsd themselves as tenacious of theii 
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gold aE the paw of a lion is of its prey. They used every 
arimment which priestly siihtilty could invent ; they lugged 
in"" both heaven and earth as protectors of their property. 
Yea, they even told him that to command them to part wilfc 
their money, was no less than robbing the Almighty; juai 
as if the Almighty and them were partners in the liade ot 
nriestcraft. &it clergymen have the advant^ of aM 
princes, in that their cause is always iJie cause of God ; al- 
though God has, in reality, nothing to do with them or it. 
They held both with teeth and hands, rather than generously 
to assist their sovereign, though now become almost insol- 
vent But you know the proverb, "The wealter goes to 
Ihe walL" And so it was with them. He, being sttongei 
than they, prevailed ; and, although their money came from 
their coffers like blood troni their hearts, tjiey were obliged 
to comply. But I can assure you, the parting with it cost 
them more real distress of sonl, than ever the selling of their 
(OTisciences to obtain it had done. The sorrow of the priests 
is, for the most part, a farce ; but their sorrow on (his occa- 
sion, was deep and unfeigned. 

•It was not a great while after, that moiilores failed a sec- 
ond time, and other resources being drained, he again haa 
recourse to the sons of the clergy ; and did by them as they 
commonly do by the laity. I mean, their money being gone, 
he was content with stripping them of their plate ; so that 
were you now to see the caliinet of a French priest, you 
would find it as empty of plate as Glaud the shepherd's 
pantry. And 1 am ofopinion that Louis, having once found 
the way to Iheir nest, he will take care they be no more 
over<i;rown in riches. But to repair their late losses, they 
can now look out for a prey, with as much penetration as an 
eagle, and are as rapid as a panther in seizing on it 

pASTOSua. It ia my opinion, cousin, iJiat, if princes wera 
to take care that tJie church shouH not become loo rich, 
there would not be so many religions as there are. But 
who wonld not be a priest or a nun, when they may roS 
amidst the blessings of both worlds, and under the pretence 
of religious retirement, enjoy every thing grateful to the 
flesh, m the greatest luxuriance, without any labor or toil 
of their ownl I assure you, cousin, if I were not a devil, I 
would choose to be a priest myself! 
AvAKO. Being a priest is not such a great privilege now 
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as it has imna ; though it is still proferaUe to any trade oi 
the lay kind The aipulsion of the J^uits lias been very 
injurious to priestcraft. The church is sure to thrive in the 
reign of a prince, who is under the direction of a Jesuitical 
contessor; aud the priesthood will always find in him a 
powerful protector. But I fear much that the princes of 
Europe, from their kte advances, will at last throw off the 
yoke of eccleaiastical tyranny. 

FisrOBUH. In feet, cousin, it is not a little strange, thai 
they have not done it ere now. Nothing- can be more 
preposterouB, than for a prince who hatli sovereign sway 
over extensive dominions, to be under tfie control of an arro- 
gant priest, as if it were by him that kings rei^ and princes 
decree judgment; or as if he were the prince of the kings 
of the earth. 

However, cousin, you forget that it is time for us to go 
on our nocturnal circuits. Mine is very e:>ttensive; I must, 
therefore, bid you adieu. To-morrow morning let us meet 
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From what I had heard and seen, you may think I took 
care not to be too late, in attending the sable gentry in Ilor- 
rida Vallis, where I was hid before any of Ihem arrived, and 
prepared for taking down their discourse ; the first of which, 
that I heard, was by Infidelis to Impiator. 

ImiDBLis. How illustrious is thy tlirone ! How extensive 
arethy dominionsl Oh, great Impiator, my son ! Before yoti, 
the greatest grandees oi the earth do bow. Will you please, 
my son, to finish your account of the remaining part of your 
twritories ] 



divided into literal and mystical The class of literal adul- 
terers aud fornicators are so fashionable and notorious a peo- 
ple, that a description of them seems unnecessary; and so 
very disagreeable, that it woidd be offensive to you. I shall 



Ho.-«b,Coogle 



or DEVILS. 8& 

therefore do do more than describe their dwellbg, and as- 
sure you, sire, that eveir indiviilual of them is a very hum- 
ble servant to your son impiator. Their dwelUng is on the 
banks of a river, the source of which is ia the court, which 
runs through every part of the king's dominions, carrying 
the inhabiiants along with it; and at last disembogues itseh' 
into hell, where all adulterers and fornicators shafl infallibly 
be tormented, as a proper counterbalance for their fleshly 
pleasures; where, instead of women, they shall have devils-, 
instead of wine, the sulphurous liquid ; and instead of beds 
of down, the boisterous billows of Phlegethon. 

Next to them ace the mystical adulterers and fomicatorB, 

7" whom I mean all that have any commerce wilh the whore 
Rome, that old bawil with the scarlet gown : or, in other 
words, all who have the mark of the b^t, either on their 
foreheads, or their right hands, and such who have this mark 
npon both. 

By those who have the mark of the beast upon their fore- 
heads, I mean the worthy preachers and hearers of the Ar- 
menian doctrine of the church of Rome ; as also the strait- 
hooped gentlemen, who believe with the charitable Italians, 
that there can be no true fiiith but that which they profess, 
nor salTation hut in their community. The Sir greater part 
of the clergy belong to the former, and the good Sandema- 
nians belong to the latter class of doctrinal priests, or mys- 
tical adulterers. 

S those who have the mark of the beast upon their right 
, I mean the practical papists, the whole bulk of the 
holy Catholic church ; and besides them, all that do the works 
irf the beast, ailer the example of that orthodox church. By 
the works of the beast some understand every part of re- 
ligion, which is not founded upon scripture institution. Such, 
say they, are consecrating of churches, and baptizing of bells ; 
d^ication of meeting-houses to certain saints or angels, as 
the patrons of parishes ; the worshipping of saints and angels, 
hj celebrating an annual festival tn honor of tiieir name ; 
such are your observers of high festivals, abstinences from 
meatat certain seasons of the year; wor^ippingtowardsdie 
ea^ as if God were not everywhere present ; bowing at the 
name of Jesus, as if it was more august than that of Jeho- 
vah, &c. Such, sir, with many more whom I might name, 
are the mystical adulterers and fornicators. 
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Inpidbus. Ay, but my son, you have not told me which 
are the fornicators, and which the adulterers, I want to 
hear that; forthe one is usually diatingnished from the other, 

Impiator. Yes, sir, they are distinguishahle enough; for 
Ihe practical professed papists, who profess not the least de- 
gree of relation to Jesus Christ, as the head of the Christian 
church; but own themselves lo be tlie adorers of the whore, 
who sits on many waters, are held to be the fomicutors; 
whereas nominal Protestants profess themselves married to 
Jesiis Christ, as the great head of the Christian church, and 
notwithstanding this pretended marriage with him, maintain 
a iloctrinal commerce with the whore of Rome; on which 
account they are to he held as the adulterers. 

The sixth canton is the murderers' habitation, which is 
divided into two grand divisions. In the first are murderers 
of otjiers. These are subdivided into petty cantons. In the 
first of which live the mental murderers, just upon the fron- 
tiers of the country. They are a people who, without just 
cause, are angry with Iheir neighbors. This lambent fiame 
they inwardly dierish, until revenge is begotten along with 
hatred, envv, and malice. With (hem, therefore, nothing 
is wanting but opportunity to destroy the reputation and life 
of the object of their hatred, with safety to themselves ; but 
very often it happens that their hatred and revenge destroy 
their subjects ere they have an opportunity of avenging tliem- 
selves. The verbal murderers live next to them, in a very 
spacious country, because they are very numerous. By the 
verbal murderers I mean those who withhold from the chat- 
actor of others the good which they do deserve, and speak 
of lliem the evil which they do not deserve, or even the evil 
which they do deserve, in a way in which they would not 
wish others to speak of themselves, in like circumstance. I 
attend, for my part, in many companies, where the convex 
aation cannot possibly be supportM for a quarter of an hour 
but at the expense of some absent acquaintance. And a> 
fashionable is this in polite life, that it is become a proverl^ 
" Thai scandal is the very life and soul of conversation." 
To this petty canton belong all talebe^i'ars, backbiters, rail- 
ers, evil surmisers, and particularly the very obliging gentry, 
who tack but to the end of all their encomiums on others- 
as, " He is a good sort of a gentleman, but — " or, " She is an 
agreeable lady enough, but — " wbe-c you may observe that 
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(iWJe unintelligible word but, stabs the gentleman and lady's 
reputation through and throiigli. 

Having passed through tins, you come into tiie country 
of those wlio murder with their looks. In this country you 
may see an eye to curse a man to hell and damnation, and 
an eyebrow call a man a scoundrel, and Itnock him down 
1'he Rev. Mr. Adam Gib, primate of the associHte synod in 
Scotland, has lately had hia heart wounded eo deeply, by the 
looks of some of his elders, that it is tliought he cannot re- 
cover the stroke as long as he lives: but, for the good of the 
public, he hath prosecuted them before the presbytery, who, 
without inquiring into feels, sentenced the reputation of the 
irreverend elders to be hanged, drawn, and quartered, to the 
great consolation of the pious sufferer. As soon as you get 
out of this country, you come, 

Fourthly, into a very extensive plain, inhabited by wliat 
may bf called domestic murderers; aaet of beings who mur- 
der without impunity, no suitable laws being provided against 

Here dwells the parent, who spends wostefully what 
should regularly support his feraily, so that hia children are 
brought u^ in the moat dissolute and irreligioiis manner, as 
a preparative to the m(»t vicious practices: hence, whether 
the children prove virtuous or vicious, strict equity ac- 
counts the profuse and careless parent the murderer. Near 
to those murderous parents Jives the lascivious husband, who 
esttangeth himself from his lawful consort, and frequenteth 
the company of lewd women. Many you may find here, 
who, as the very worst of felons, rob their wives and chil- 
dren of their legal properly, to support the most infamous 
strumpets, who, like the horseleech, are continually saying, 
Give, give. Such men are sure to find tiie truth of that say- 
ing, " A whjre is a deep ditch." Here it is a very common 
thing to see the most virtuous women, so ill used by their 
murdomua husbands, that they languish and grieve under 
their affliction, until at last they die of a broken heart. No 
assasBin ever better deserved the gallows, than such hus- 
bands ; for no assassin ever put the person whom he mur- 
dered to equal torture. The very same may be said of the 
lascivious s'rumpet, of high or low degree, who is talse to 
her husband. 
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Among domestic murderere live the parents, who, for the 
naJi; of an agreeable eetOemenl^ oblige tieir children to 
irinrry wiUi persons, whom they cmnol jjossihly love. This 
lays B sure foundation for certain raunier, and brings the 
party to the grave in the moat diat«ssing manner. 

But if covetous parents would only consider, that a com- 
pellod matriage is worse llian a poisoned dag'ger plunged 
into the bosom of their oflspring, they would certainly have 
more compassion than to persist in the iniqnitous nieosure. 
Here likewise live those, who restrain their children from 
marrying the objects of their choice, merely hocatise there 
18 a deficiency of a few hundreds, or thousands, in the for- 
tune. Parents who can relish nothing but money, and hare 
a wrong notion of honor, maie no scruple of conscience, to 
render their children miserable all their days, rather than 
suffer them to marry a degree and a half below themselves. 
It is very strange, that the laws of nations should make no 
provision against this murder ; and stranger still, that those 
of Britain countenance and encourage it. 

However, marriages are seldom nappy, where the aiTec- 
ticins are not joined, prior to the matrimonial ceremony. 
Money may unite the persons, but it cannot unite the affec- 
tions, as appears m numberless instances : of which discon- 
solate, dull, and heavy husbands, broken-hearted wive^ 
frequent divorces, elopements, domestic quarrels, and di- 
vided families, the natural effect of forced marriages, are 
evidences. 

Thore is yet another species of domestic murderers, con- 
rived at by the law. They are such who not only train up 
t!ieir children in idleness, but in luxuir and wnntonnesa, 
!iy tJiese meaiw their spendthrift sons, if of high birth, are 
Ptted to become robbers of the nation, when their own fia- 
Hinps are spent; and if of middle life, they are fitted for the 
hi^ihway, and consequently for tlie halter. Nor is this method 
of training up less ftital in its influence on the female sex ; 
fnr it prepares them tor the stews, or the suburbs of tile 
irtpws, where gentlemen's courtesansdwell, perhaps for theft 
and tJien for the Efallows. Idleness and luxury are as rank 
pnison to the nMud, as arsenic is to the body. Many people, 
indeed, kment the young- gentleman's unhappy fete, when 
hu is going to Tyburn ; but very few censure his parents, 
as the first cause of his untimely end, by tlie manner in 
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wLich Ihey brought him op. This is some comftrt to us, 
however, that though such domestic murderers act with rni- 
punitj from man, the law of God will take such Dtice of 
them as to bring them to hell, if their crimes are not repent- 
ed of. To be sitre it would be more agreeable to us, to see 
them enter hell by way of Tyburn: but tbe devil cajinol 
always have his will. 

Another sort are very careful to preserve the bodies of 
their childceu, by providing diligently for tliom the nece»- 
sariea and conveniences of life ; aa tiiey grow up, are ;erj 
careful to preserve tham from the highway and the stews, 
by putting bto their hands a business by which to obtain a 
comiiirtable livelihood; and, after all, prove the murderers 
of tbeu- children. For, on the one hand, lliey restrain them 
not from bad company, which leads to destruction ; Kornpany 
that corrupts the principles, vitiates the conduct, and leads 
into bad practices, such as sabbath-breaking, gaming, lying, 
swearing, &c Nor on the other hand, do they take any 
paina to°cultivate their infiint minds, fiirlher than to know 
how, when, and to whom, they should make a genteel bow, 
and courtesy, and how to express the modish compliments 
in a graceful manner. They never once deem it neces- 
sary to instil into their minds an early sense of religion anJ 

Many parents, if their children learn a little polite heh..- 
vior, do not much care whether they read Ihe Bible at all. 

In this country too dwell duellers, boxers, boasters, an..l 
provokers ; all the bands of assa^ins, and intriguers against 
men's lives. His hoary holiness is captain general of this 
band, and bis cardinals and inquisitors are nest to him in 
hon;r. Here dwell persecutors, of every name, popish, 
episeopnl or presbyterian ; all who impose religion on men's 
couMicnces by the power of the sword. 

The second division is that of self-murderers; and I as- 
sure you, sir, this is a very populous place, more crowded 
Jinn the former. Here dwell gluttons, drunkards, and m- 
te'upcrato persons in general ; for there are more who eat 
and drink themselves to death, than the fever, the consump- 
tion, and the sword destroy. Idle, lazy, and slothful persons, 
live here, under Hie character of second-hand murderers; 
their idle habits introducins diseases of the most fetal na- 
ture. The immoderately careful, also, kill themselves with 



-. ^,0001^10 



fiO DIALOGUES 

[jiere anxiety. In the next town the envious are stationed , 
(liose who are as mortally woundeJ, by the prosperity of 
tliL'ir neighbor, as any man can be by a dagger. In the 
suburbs live tliose whom we call the impatient; for trouble 
is not so very deathly ae impatience under it. Over the 
bridge live the ambitious, a people of lofty views, who 
crack their heart-strings by climbing. Li the neighborhood 
of the latter live the lascivious, who Jtiil themselves by little 
and little, and parboil their desh ere they present it to the 
worms. I might add to this list a prodigious number be- 
sides, known among us by the name 5 soul-murderers. 
But as I was never remarkable for knowledge in caaaisticol 
divinity, I ehall leave this lo oUiera, ajid proceed to, 

The seventh and royal canton of drunkanls ; which is di- 
vided into two very grand divisions, the first of wliich is 
inhabited by the sot, and the second by merry companions. 
The soaking sots are a well-seasoned race, who seem as if 
some of their ancestors had been of the bristly kind. They 
are a swinish set of people, always grunting, mit when their 
lips are in the cup; unless it may be that the unlf mounts 
thorn in tJie morning, and rides them until half past two, 
then dismounts just in tjie middle of dinner, and the eager 
swain vaults into the saddle, and rides them until tiiey are 
lame. The ensign of the sota' division is a long tcfeicco- 
pipe, and greasy fore-breasts of a coat; and if any man have 
business with them, he would do well to wait on them in 
the morninff, before the calf dismounts; for after that they 
can do noming but gnml, until sleep dismocints the pie 
an;ain. Thus tiiey are ridden alternately by the calf and 
the pig. The sots drmk merely for the Kike of liquor ; and 
in process of time their blood becomes so inflamed, that 
they carry the arms of their company upon their laces, 
which are dyed into a kind of bastard scarlet color, and 
grow as rough as the skin of a shark, with preternatural 
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d division is tliat of merry companions, or, ac- 
cording to men of learning, good-fellows. They abhor the 
najne, yet love the practice of drunkards. You could not 
affront them worse, than by telling them they are in love 
With the landlady, for the sake of her liquor. Were you to 
ask them their reasons tor irequenting the tavern, they 
would soon tell you, that it is not for any love they have to 
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Ihe honor, *ml they go there merely for the salie of good 
company. By the way, sire, they go to the wrong place ^D 
seek for it; for no good company hauiila taverns unJ ale- 
houses. Good company is most likely to be found in good 
places; but taverns and ale-houses are quite of another 
cast, being public portals, through which many pass to the 
nether regions. Yea, such a good opinion has Beehebnh 
conceived of them, that many of the landladies, and their 
daughters, are appointed hia ftclors and agents upon earth. 

It is the practice of merry companions to meet at tlie 
iavem, or some other place of public resort, as many even^ 
in;.rg in the week as business will admit of, to read and ex- 
pound the newspapers, give their opinion of the proceedings 
oS' the ministry, of commercial transactions, or to comment 
an the operations of war. Sometimes they meet to play 
what tiiey call a civil game of cards, backgammon, &c. or 
it may be to reproach some neighboring Presbyterian par- 
son for his aifectfid sanctity ; for you must know, that Uiey 
not only hate sanctity itselt^ but its very appearance. Often 
you may hear tliem deride Ihe fenatic, fiir what they call 
bis narrow and bigoted spirit, and, at the same time, ap- 
plaud the roTerend Mr. Ijveloose, for an affiilde, free, and 
SenerouB soul. Many of those merry companions, who will 
by no means bear the name of drunkard, 1 can pick you out, 
who will drink a bottle or two at a sitting, and go home be- 
twixt one and two in the morning, with eyes as fierce as 
ibose of an hyena. 

In short, sir, if you were to go through my canton of 
drunkards, when our men are all at work, you would hear 
d great noise as if Vulcan with his cyclops were there, 
hammering thunderbolts for Jupiter. And would certainly 
inLagine, that hell had burst its belly, and poured out its en- 
trails amongst us, on account of the hideous cursing, swear- 
inff, damning^. Binding, scolding and bawling, tearing and 
lighting, boastiug, lying, cheating, and unclean words, looks, 
and gestures, whicli tiiere abound. This, sir, is the royal 
canton, out of which I choose all my principal men ; which 
you must own to be sound policy ; for if ever I can get a 
man to become a drunkard, I can cause him to commit 
what wickedness I please ; and I must tell yon, that this 
canton is inhabited by men of all ranks, occupations, and 
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Thiia, reverend lather, I have given you a brief account 
of my dominions; but if you were to pass through the seve- 
ral cantons, and see them all yourself, you would say, that 
the liundredth put has not been told you. 

IsFiDBLis. Oh, my child! my dear Impiator, how my 
aged heart is filled with joy, on hearing your pleasing sto- 
ry 1 Illustrious indeed is the kingdom of Profanity ! You 
honor me, my son ! Your success does great honor to the 
nuiiie of InSdelis. But, I pray, do you know any thing of a 
set of people whom they caJl Nazarenes 1 They are the 
only paople in the world who have oust off my yoke. Oh ! 
how it would rejoice me to hear that your craftiness bad en- 
gao«d them in your service I 

Imputor. I know them very well. A small body of de- 
spised, precise creiiturcs, hated by all the world. I assure 



have never been able to conquer one of them. Immanuel 
hath published very strict laws in his kingdom, absolutely 
prohibiting his subiects from touching, tasting, or handling 
any thing that belongs to us, or so much as visiting our 
cantons; and they are so firmly attached to his government, 
that it is with the greatest difficulty, now and ttien, we get 
one of them down into our mines. But when such a thing 
does happen, my subjects have a good day of feasting und 
mirth; send gifts lo one another, of such things as tliey 
have ; and the shouts of joy, " So we would have it," may 
he heard in all the cantons of our dominions. 

For instance, it happened once that Noah, who was, in 
the main, an utter enemy to our government, was induced 
to make a visit to the drunkards country, which caused 
much gladnera tlirougli all the land. The triumphal flag 
was displayed upon the tents of Ham, wherever the news 
was spread ; and every man reported lo his neighbor, say- 
mg, " Behold, he is become like one of us." At the same 
time, the confederates of Sheni covered themselves with 
sackcloth, put ashes on tiieir heads, exchanged their plea- 
sant songs fer lamentations, mourning, and woe; until the 
patriarch was safely returned to his own country again. 

It happened also, on a certain time, that I was happy 
enough to inveigle David the great, within the borders of 
tiie aSulterers' canton ; who, to cover the infamy of such an 
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expedition, rushed, with violent precipitation, into (he verj 
heart of the canton of mutiicrera. The monarch's arrival 
ivas Boon proclaimed among all the murderers and adulter- 
ers, who made a grand entertainment on the occasion, and 
invited the blasphemers to partake with them. Oh ! Infi- 
delie, if you were there, certainly you would liave tired 
your sides with laughing, to see how they footed tlie treble 
dance, whilst the music played, "The best of them arc as 
bad as ourselves," And ail jouied together in this chorus — 

Tbe dilfereuca is onJy'iii bIuw." 

Then ihey clapped llieir hands, and shouted, " So, )io ! brave 
boys. Now we are all on one side. The man after God's 
own heart hath joined our communion. The psalmist of 
Israel is now one of ourselves. Hypocrites, altogether, who 
pretend to more religion than others." Thns, sire, from the 
fell of one, our people concluded that all were bai 

The like fell out in the case of Peter, the apostle, who, 
cm a very dark night, missing his way, was first trapped in 
the liar's snare, and then in the swearer's gin, so that he 
denied the Lord who bought him, and cursed ant! swore that 
he did not so much as know Jesus of Nazareth. I can tell 
you, when such a thing does happen, that we entrap one of 
the Nazarenes, it greatly increasefh the industry of my sub- 

J'ects, and bends them more than ever under my yoke. In- 
eed, as there is no other way to Zion, but what lies di- 
rectly through the very heart of my dominbns, there is now 
and then one of them tumbles into our mines, especially in 
the dark and long nights of winter. 

Iniidelis. Now and then, child ! \ thought you had oHen 
companies of them at cmce in your dominrons. 

Impi&tor. No, sir, I cannot say sa I will tell you how 
the mistake happens. We fiequently have companies of 
those who are called Nazarenes, it ia true ; hut then the 
name and the nature are two different things all the world 
over. In order to bring true Christianity into disgrace, the 
great and wise Beelzebub stirs up some of our country peo- 
ple to put on the outward habit of the Nazarenes, join Iheir 
company, and travel with them, almost to ilie borders of 
the kingdom of Profenity ; but not one of them can be per- 
«iHded to set a foot o'lt of their own country. As those peo- 
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pic pass along the toad, in their own country, it is not much 
to Iw wondered at, if tliey do occasionally try llieir hnnon 
at tiieir old eniployments. But as for the real Nazareiies, I 
nasure ycu, I very seldom meet with one, who has curiojiity 
Eo much as to view our land ae he passes through iL Even 
when our subtle emissaries do entrap one, let me and my 
ciiivalry do what we can, we never detain him beyond a 
certain time ; when some powerful messenger is dispatclicd 
from the skies, to deliver him out of our tenacious hands. 
But we have the satisfaction of often procuring them an 
ijearty drubbing, so that many of them go halting lo their 
grave. I, myself, have seen Immanuel meet them, in the 
very midst of our kingdom, seize, bind, and chastise them, 
until with blurred feces, they humbly submitted to kiss the 
rod, and heartily blessed God that ever the birch tree was 
planted. 

IiswDBLia Ay, child, they are made to kiss the rod, thai 
is the plague of it; for then they hid fiirewell to the plea- 
sures of pro&nity. Oh ! wore it but possible by any means 
to harden them against the rod, what advantages might we 
reap from it '. Or, indeed, could we, as I have often strove 
to do, make them feint under it, it would answer the same 
end. But, beyond all onr power to hinder, Immanuel does 
Bomehow, alon^ with the stroke, convey sustaining strength. 
Yea, sometimes even makes the rod itselfi in some respects, 
pleasant, and at all times profitable to them. Ah ! my son, 
we shall never be able to rob him of one of his own , for 
when he chastiseth them with a visible hand, he sustaineth 
and comforteth them with a hand invisible. 

But let us not be discouraged, nor yi..-ld tlie contest Let 
us destroy whom we can, and let ub disturb and distract the 
minds of those whom we cannot destroy. Let us think of 
the great Beelzebub, what achievements he is daily jwr- 
forming, notwithstanding he groans in the yoke of eternaj 
despair. And for your encouragement, my dear Impiator, 
let me tell you, such is your care lo mamtain a despotic 
sway over your subjects, and such is their attachment to 
your person and government, that both you and they may 
be assured of warm lodgings in the palace of great Beelze- 
bub, as soon as this world ceaseth to be the stnge of action. 

Imwator. Yes, sir, such is the flourishing state of my 
Kingdom at present : but I have my shocks at one lime and 
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nnolher. It is but a few years since I was terribly afraid, 
lest 1 siiould have lost mv British subjects. 

Infidelis. Lost your British subjecti^ my sor ! Wiio, or 
what ia he, who dared to attempt any tliiiig against the 
great Profanity? 

I»f liTOB. Ah '. sire, a powerful enemy ; no less a person 
than George UI. He was an enemy to my powerful sway 
when he was only prince of Wales ; and as soon as he as- 
cended the throne, he more openly showed his dislike 
tne; published an edict &r banishing me from his domin- 
ions ; enjoined his officers to apprehend me wherever I was 
to be found ; and, under the penalty of his displeasure, pro- 
hibited his subjects from entertaining me at any time, espe- 
cially upon the sabbath-day ; a. day on which I am used Im 
get above double business done for Beelzebub. Had I not 
been wel! be&iended by the British nobility, as well as by 
the commons of the land, bad days had come upon me ; for 
what will not precepl, enforced by example, be able to ac- 
complish 1 

Had he, like many princes before him, only enacted laws 
against me, and still continued to correspond witii me him- 
self^ I should have hod little to fear; but would you think 
it, sir, he actuuliy attempted to clear the court of me ; will 
Buffer no swearing in his presence, nor gaming on the Sab- 
bath evenings in his palace, and even discourageth drunk- 
enness and debauchery. Indeed, sir, if infisrior magistrates 
iiad all been of the same disposition with their king, poor 
Impiator had been obliged to quit the realm, and live in ex- 
ile, like the devil Crudelis, 

Infideus. That the king of England ia a sober and vir- 
tuous prince, will admit of no dispute ; but the caee of Im- 
piator can never be desperate, whilst you and I are in such 
high esteem with so many magistrates and placemen. We 
eliall be regarded much sooner than he. So long as inferior 
magistrates can be kept in subjection to us, there is no fear 
of our interest, lot the prince he ever so virtuous. I, as an 
old stander in the world, have seen much of mankind, and 
out of my consummate experience shall offer some things 
fiir your encouragement. 

A good king may enact good laws ; but it is impossible 
he should execute them, without the assiftance of his snb- 
jecta ; therefore your kingdom, my son, can never sufiei, 
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until a law be made, which sliall render all common drui.k- 
aids, swearers, sabbath-breakere, whoremongers, extortion- 
era, dec incapable of the office of a magistrate. Whi]st 
magistrates can suffer buying and selling on the sabbath- 
day ; whoredom, drunkenness, and swearing to abound in 
the streets, with impunity, what hath Impiator to fear ? Doth 
It not demonstratively prove, that such magistrates are firmly 
attached to the devil Impiator! No danger, my son, no dan. 
gor at all ! Let the king and queen both abhor you ever so 
much, unless they can get men of vu'toous diepositions es- 
tablished in places of trust, the devil Impiator sliall reign, 
in spite of all they can do to prevent it 

Do j'ou think that a magialrate, who is himself a drunk- 
ard, will ever strive !o suppress the beastly sin of drunken- 
ness in others? Or that he, who is a profane swearer, Mid 
tolerates the practice of swearmg in his own household, will 
ever exert his power to suppress it in others] Can it be 
thou^t, that a man who keeps his woman, insteaii of his 
wife, will be very assiduous to suppress the reigning sin of 
whoredom 1 Or, that he who can, without conscience, grind 
the faces of the poor, will ever be a promoter of pielj-1 
Never fear it, Impiator. AH you have to do is to debauch 
the minds of as many magislratea aa you can ; then you will 
have the vulgar of course, when they see vice reign with 
impunity.* 

Impiator. After all, sir, I think there is reason for some 
fear, when we consider the power of example. You remem- 
ber how, according to tradition, it turned the heads of all 
the Macedonian armj-, to the one shoulder, in the days of 
Alexander, and how it raised a hump upon most of the gen- 
teel backs in England, in the days of king Richard the 
third, of bloody memory. Now, sir, if example were to 
have the like effect at present, Impiator could not live in 
England 

Ihfidelis I am sensible, son, that a virtuous example ii 

• Thi= aecond Bi^hled rievil Bfrems to have jiij?eil righUy of ihe case; 

ent reiga, nolwitlialiiiidiiiK the virtue of Ihe sovereign. Divonna, eon- 
•equsnt npan comugBl infidelity, were neverso rife. Bin™ England lie- 

lenance in tome ftomer reigna, in this, meet with sil lliil tbe raineat 
hsut Mn wish for. Tliai liiis is tlie case, M (^nnelly^ the panilicon 
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not without its proper inflaence b t th I ! 1 y 

seen, people are more easily dm b pi fo 

or even into things indifferent, tl in t At 

yourself it will require a strong p< th h pi 

of the best and wisest of men, to dra p rso t 

the love of virtue. 

Should the virtuous example f p in 1 fl 

ence upon others, you must take t It th m 

get them pointed and hissed at, ddpsed rlUwll 
go on very quietly. 

l*t us now go in quest of our kindred, my son. I expect- 
ed to have seen some of them here this morning. 



DIALOGUE Vin. 



Infidelis and Impiator had but just done talking togeth 
er, and were about departing, when Faatosus, Avaro, and 
Discordans came up the valley, and saluted each hie kin- 
dred ; in which salutation Infidelis thus began : 

InFiDELis. Honor and renown, to tlie great Fastosus! 
Furious contentions, to restless Discordans ! and heaps of 
glittering wealth, to the careful Avaro ! To which infernal 
salutation, 

Fastosob replied. Darkness and confusion surround my 
brother Infidelis! Lewdness and debauchery attend my 
cousin Impiator! I am glad to see so many of our family in 
the valley at once. 

Infidelis. I pray you, cousm Discordans, how do you do! 
These many weeks liave paesed since I raw you. 

DisooitDANS. Even Jaded out of breath, uncle. How do 
you do, most Rev. sir ! and how do you, my worthy cousin ? 

Infidelis. Having, with great care, caused our influ- 
ences to rest upon our subjects, we came hither to tho val- 
ley to regale ourselves with a dish of sweet conversation, 
which we hope will now be more agreeable, on the arrival 
of so many celebrated worthies. But I would Itnow, cou- 
sin, where you have been so longi 

DiBCOKDANS. Been ! I have been busy, wandering to and 
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fro, on the lace of Ihe earth, as usual, promoting' the inte- 
rests of greit Beelzebub. So diligent have I been, that I 
have haif no licne, since I sa.w you last, so much as to take 
a nap. But, as you observed just now, having left my in- 
fluences upon mankind, I hope to enjoy the pleashre of my 
uncle's company for a season. 

isFiDELia. How, cousin! Are you bo close at it? I 
thought yotir aSiira had been urgent only upon certain oc- 

DjscoBDANS. Indeed, sir, mankind are fond of me, almost 
to distraction. I believe I have as much business, now-a- 
days, as any devil of the clufa ; and I manage my aftkira 
With as much dexterity toa 

Infidgus. What is that atat^ you have in your hand, 
cousin? And what is that looking-glass, that hangs by your 
eidel By your looks you are loo vigorous to need a staff 
to lean upon ; and to judge by the appearance of your per- 
son and dress, I should have tiiought you hiid as little need 
of a looking-glaBs. 

DiscoRQANS. You are pleased to banter a little, sir: but 
that which is well received, is never ill delivered. This you 
cali a staff, air, is my telescope. And this glass is my in- 
verting mirror. The two chosen uistruments by which I 
carry on all my operations. 

Impiatob. I thought, consb, we devils have no need of 
glasses, eitlier perspective or visual. What ! is your sight 
bad, Discordansl 

DiscOBnANS. No, no, my sight is as piercmg as tlie eye 
of an cagie ; but piercing as it is, I cannot do without my 

Impiatob. Tlien, I suppose, the glasses are for the use 
of your subjects. Indeed, cousin, I never took you to be a 
friendly devil before. 

DiscoaoANs. Not so friendly as you imagine, coz, nor 
are the glasses for their use but for their abuse. For there 
is not one who makes use of either glass, but he is abused, 
as sure as ever he uses it This is no very great friendship, 

iNFiDBua. No, coAisin, if so you approve yourself the 
offspring of great Beehebub. I should be glad to hear 
something of their uses, and the manner of your operation 
bv them. 
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DiscORBANS, I am ready to oblige you, sir, ii' the grent 
Fastosus is pleased to permit me. 

Fastosus. Vou do me honor, my Eon. 1 permit you, with 
all ray heart. 

DiscoEDANs. Then, sir, if you please, yon shall try my 
telescope firaL Take it in your hand, sir, and put it to your 
eye. Now, sir, what do you see ) 

Infidells. See ! I see the greatest ntountain Ihat ever I 
beheM ! The top of it reachelh even to ihe slars. Strani^e ! 
I did not thmk there had been such a thing in the world! 
Why, tiie highest mountain in Aimenia is but a Iiillock, 
when compared to thisl 

DiBcottnAwa. Now, sir, be pleased to take down the 
glass; look the same way with your naked eye, and try 
what you can discover. 

Infidelis. Nay, now I can see nothing at all, but a mole- 
hill, about a scofe of yards from us. But what is gone with 
the mountain, think you 1 

DiBCORBANa. That very molehill, sir, is the mouniain 
which you saw. To convince you of it, Impiator shall make 
the trial likewise. Now, Impiator, what do you see? 

Impiator, See ! why I see the wondrous mouniain ; and 
I see a prodigious number of monsters, ten times as big as 
an elephant, travelling up the sides of it! 

Discordant. Now, sir, the molehill is the mountain, and 
the ants are the roonstera that inhabit it 

Infidelis, Amazing! that any instrument can change 
the appearance of things, so much from the reality. Indeed, 
DiscoMans, I can hardly believe ray own eyes. 

DiscoitDANS. Sir, you shall have full conviction. Put the 
glass to your eye, end mind wei!, when I roll this ball on 
the green, and tell me what it appears to you to be. — Now, 
sir, you have seen it, what do you say? 

Infideus. I am more astonished man ever. It appeared 
to be well-nigh as huge as the body of Saturn, and seemed 
to roll through immeasurable space. Now I am convinced, 
incredulous as lam. 

DiscoBDANS. Al! ia well so fiir. Now you shall try the 
other end of the telescope, and learn the wonders of minia- 
ture. Let us look towards the other side of the valley. You 
see a very large oak, whose arms are extended at least two 
hundred feet in breadth. Do you not see it, ea 1 
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Inpibehs. Bee it! How you talk! I might see (hat tree 
without spectacles, if I were three-fourtha blind. 

DiBcORDAKS. Be not too positive, sir. Take a good view 
of it now, lest you should not readily apprehend it with the 

Infidems. Why, cousin, I cannot &il seeing this tree at 
the firet trial, it is such a large one, and just at hand too ! 

DiscoRDANS. Well then, please to put the glass to your 
oye, the contrary way to what you did before. — Now, sir 
what do you see ] 

Inftoelis. 1 can see nothing at all. What is become of 
[he tree think you 7 

DiscoBDANS. Ijxik better, 63r. The tree stands just where 
it did, I assure you. 

Impiator, I suppose my father has not the glass right at 
his eye; haahe, cousinl 

DiscORDABS. Yes, yea, it is very right Do you discover 
any thing of the tree yeil 

Inwibblis. No, nothing at all. Is not the glass fallen out, 
think you I 

DisooitnANa. No, sir, the glass is all right. But tell me, 
do you see nothing of any kuid? 

Inmbelis. Yes, I see, at a prodigious distance, some kind 
of a shrub, about the size of a common tiiistle. To me it 
appears to be about fifteen inches high. 

DiBcORDANS. Look stedfastly at it, sir, and see if you can 
find out what species it is ofl 

Infidelis. I take it (o be a small oak plant ; but at such 
a distance, it is not easy to distinguish the species of such a 
diminutive shrub. 

DiscORDANS. Now, bW, I peTceive you discern it right' 
if you please, you may take down the glass. You see, sir, 
llie oak tree stands just where it did ; and now you discover 
nothing of the shrut Believe me, sir, the plant which you 
saw, is none other than that stalely oak, magically dimin- 
ished in its appearance, by the power of the glass. The 
oak itself has undergone no ctemge, neither did the ball, 
nor the molehill. All the change is only in appearance. 

InfideIisl I am amazed at the astonishmg powers of this 
instrument When it is used one way, it majrnifies a mole- 
hill to a stupendous mountain, and a tennis-bdl to a world; 
Knd when used the contrary way, it reduceth an oak of the 
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nwBt gigantic stature, into one of the most dwarfi^ ehrubs. 
1 pray you, cousin, what is the name of tiiis instiument, and 
where was it invented '! 

DiscoRD&ss. Sir, tlie name of this amazing instrument, 
IB Projudice ; it was invented by Lucifer, the most femoua 
mathematician in hell ; and is «f excellent use, in forward- 
ing- die delightful works of darkness, and securing the do- 
minion of Beelzebub, over mankind, upon earth. 

Infideus. Dear cousin, I am quite impatient to have a. 
description of its uses. It cannot fiul of being of excellent 
service, if skilfully managed, as I doubt not it is, in the hand 
of Discordane. 

DiscoRDANS. Sir, having already seen something of its 
amazing efiects, you may well believe it is very useful to 
me. By this partial glass it is 1 soiv contention, strife and 
discord, wherever I come. It is my custom when I begin 
tny opemtions, and intend to set people together by the ears, 
to visit each of them separately; apply my glass to his eye, 
in the magnifying way ; and, »s you see it is so constructed 
that it will turn any way, I turn it towards himsetf, by which 
he obtains a partial view of bis own virtue and merit. Then 
I apply the glass the contrary way, and direct my dupe to 
consider his vices in the dimmisiiing medium, by which he 
almost, if not wholly, loseth sight of them. liaving had such 
a partial view of his own virtuos and vices, the fool takes the 
ibrmer to be a thousand times greater, and the latter a thou- 



sand times less, than they really i 



that he is ready lo quarrel 



far, that eocli looks upon himseff as most worthy of general 
regard. From this it is, that you may meet with a drummer, 
who looks upon himself as more able to command well, than 
his colonel: or a catchpole, who deems himself fit for an 
alderman; and a scurvy attorney, who flatters himself that 
he knows more than the lord chancellor of the realm. 

But for this prejudice m their own favor, you should never 
hear of revolutions of state, destructive wars, cruel assassi- 
nations, and domestic broils, among mankind, so cratefiil (o 
us internal spirits. It is by tiiis device, you will find one 
fool wiser m his own conceit than ten men who can render 
t, reason. Yea, gentlemen, it is from the good opinion almost 
12 
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every man hath of himself originally dorived from the usa 
of mj partial telescope, that ali divisions and animosities of 
every kind, and amonpt every people, in church and slate, 
do flow. Though, indeed, the gentlemen concerned in re- 
ligious contentions would persuade tjie world thai it is Uie 
glory of God, and the furtiierance of the gospel, they have in 
view, in all their curaes and anathemas, which thoy toss and 
rotoas against one another. The vulgar take it ibr granted 
to be so, and therefore readily join witli Ihelr reverend 
leaders. 

In the mean while, man being sufficiently prejudiced in 
hia own fiivor, I betake me to (he following opetationjs from 
whence all jealousies, backbithigs, murmurings, evil sur- 
misings, &c. spring, t put the diminisliing end of my tele- 
scope to the eye of my dnpe, and direct him thus, to behold 
the virtues of his neighbor. The insfance of the oak, re- 
duced to the most diminutive shrub, will convmce you that 
a man's virtues will appear little enough, if at all discernible, 
when viewed with my partial gl^s. So when the man with 
it examines llie virtue of his neighbors, he is put to his wit's 
end to find any virtue at all, just as you were to find out the 
oak : but he sees, as he thinks, too much cause to conclude, 
that his neighbor is a very bad man. And if such a thing 
should be, that a man's virtue is so strong that it fbtceth 
evidence, even over the belly of prejudice, by its own native 
lustre, its appearance is changed from its reality, as the oalt 
to the shrub, in the fore^ing experiment 

Then I direct my disciple to apply the magniiying end of 
the telescope, and to take an ample view of his neighbor's 
vices and deformity; and this he doth to the greatest ad- 
vantage. The two instances of a molehill transformed to a 
mountain, and a rolling ball to a revolving world, will con- 
vince you how glaring a man's vices will be, when viewed 
witii the magnifying end of my valuable telescope, preju- 

On obtaining this discovery, says my dupe. Ah >. how 
glaring his vices appear! When 1 sought for virtue, I could 
not discern so much as the smallest of her traces in him ; 
but now I seek for his vices, truly there is nothing else to 
lie seen. Can he be a Christian! No, sarely! If this be 
(^iirislianity, I will for ever renounce it." Thus, my rever- 
end irt.cle, I frequently persuade peoplf who are reall? 
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worthless, to despise, revile, and contemn Ihose who ai 
chaiBc 

Infidbus. Now, nephew, you delight my ear indeed ; 
and I freely own you ot my illustrious kindred ; nor are you 
less dexterous in pursuit of your caOing, than the greatest 
of aJl our fraternity; the gi'eat Fustosns and 1 only ex- 
cepted. 

Impiator. Gentlemen, I have been silent a long time, 
which I believe I am as little given to as any; but now, 
wonder unbraces my tongue, arS I cannot hut admne the 
art and industry of my cousin Discordans. 

UiscoRnAKs. Although I am no way remarkable for grati- 
tude, I thank you, cousin Impiator, for your complunent 
There is this glass, which likewise demands your attention. 
Will you please to examine it, gentlemen? 

Infidblis. Come, cousin, I will. Please U> let mo look 
at it. 

DiBCOBD&NS. Now for a fi^sh surprise. Do you please 
to place the mirror, and look mto iL 

Infidelis. I will, cousin. But what is the matter, think 
you? I see nothing but gross darkness. How comes this to 
pass, Discordans? 

DiscoBDANS. It is the nature of the instrument. Be 
pleased lo turn yourself so as to look upon eilher, or all of 
us, in it. Now, sir, what do you see ? 

Incideus. Stranffe '. you all appear as angels of light 
Did I not perfectly knqw the contrary, I could have sworn 
upon the alcoran, or the mass book, that Impiator had been 
Uriel ; Avaro had been the genius of benevolence ; that 
Fastosus had been humility ; and you, Discordans, the angel 
of peace. 

This glass is really more wonderful than the former. 
What an amazing power of inversion it hath, cousin ! Why 
it transformeth light into darkness, and darkness into light; 
changeth the appearance of devils into that of angeS of 
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of the true Luciferian construction, and most admiralily 
adapted to my dividing purposes. It is the oracle at which, 
for the most part, mankind inquire after the truth of any 
raattHr, But, from what you have seen, you will readily 
believe that there is no truth in it; therefore, its discove- 
ries, if the truth were Itnown, would be deemed absolute 
■alsehood. But I am very careful to keep up its honor with 
ne people, as I could do but little business without it 

Fastosus. Right, ray son, and it proves to be in high es- 
j5em: for the ancients were not more fond of our brother 
"ipoUo, who kept hia court at Delphos, than the moderns are 
jf the inverting mirror of false reasonmg, 

Infidelis. CSod cousin, a word or two concernine its uses ; 
yea, make an oration of it, if you please; for it w3lbe very 
agreeable, even to Impiator himself, I dare say. 

Impiator. No danMr of me, I assure you ! I begin now 
to have some taste ftr information, all that 1 have heard 
being so very agreeable. Cousin Discordans, you may freely 
proceed without any fear of being too hard upon my pa- 
tience. 

DfscoRDANS. But for this inverting mirror, gentlemen, I 
could do but little against the children of men; for excel- 
lent as my telescope of prejudice is, it would be altogether 
useless, but for the mirror : but, by the help of this, the 
telescope performeth mighty deeds in tavor of our govern- 
By this mirror it is, I cause offence to be taken when none 
is offered nor designed; yea, even when the good of the 
party is sought after; and thus I foment differences, amidst 
the most ferven*. solicitations for unity. A certain great man, 
some thousand years since, had such a proof of tJiis, that he 
complained bitterly against our people, saying, " When I am 
for peace, they are tor war." 

By this mirror it is, that public or private reproof is not 
only rendered useless, but even hurtfiil to the party reproved, 
ancl frequently prejudicial to society. So very much are 
people given to examine all matters in our famous mirror, 
tliat it is almM* impossible to point out one man in a whole 
county, who hath wisdom enough to bear reproof willi be~ 
commg patience. So that if it is an argument of folly, to 
turn away the ear from reproof, or to harden the heart against 
•ebuke, these are brave days for folly. 
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By this wonderful mirror, I make even the prtached word, 
not only U-seleas to nmny, but oiienaive to Eome. For in- 
Btance, it sometimes happens, that the preacher, as it is hia 
duty, exclaims against drunkenness. At that instant I step 
jpto thedrunkiSd, and hold the mirror before his eyes; ira- 
mediately he begins to view the parson's conduct in a very 
uncharitable light ; and, as a guilty conscience needs no ac- 
cuser, he concludes it is himself tliat is aimed at "Well, 
Bays he, I see how it is; some spitefiil person hath told him 
that I was drunk the other night, and he is wicked enough 
to expose me to all tlie congregatioa Has he no &ulfs of 
his own, that he can be so free in trumping upother people's 
ftilingsl Cannot he preach the gospel without railing against 
individuals? 

Infidelis. I have often seen it to he dangerous to our in- 
terests, for a person to go with a guilty conscience to where 
there is a faithful ministry. 

DiscOEOANS. By this time, I clap my telescope to his eye, 
and direct him to view the parson with it; which is no 
sooner done, than he exclaims, "Ay, ay, his vices are as 
great as mine, and greater too. If he is not a drunkard, he 
is something as bad ; he is covetous ; all know that : and he 
is uncharitable and spiteful." Then I turn the end of my 
telescope towards himself " Well, saith he, the parson him- 
self is more wicked hy one half than I am. I meddle with 
no man's character. I ain in charity with all mea I am 
just and honest in all my dealings. If I hurt anybody, it 
13 mysell^ and what can the meddling fellow have to do with 
that?" 

Thus doth this wonderfiJ instrument invert the nature of 
things, so as to turn a well-meant admonition into a piece 
of envious raillery ; what is really in itself a virtue, is changed 
in its appearance to a vice; and if the least degree of zeal 
appears in the delivery of reproof, it is traduced as passioD 
and ill-nature. By the use of these two femous instruments, 
I set one great man to pull the ears of another, at tlie vari- 
ous courts of earthly princes; where, by my management, 
the truly worthy are frequently disgraced, and the worthleai 
advanced to power. What ups and downs succeeded each 
other in the court of Versailles, in the days of madame Pom- 
paaour, when not the merit of the hero, but his attachment 
to that lady, was considered ! If he was a true Pom;Midorian, 
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he was sure to be advanced, however much of the calf tii 
disposition had imbibed ; but if an anti-pompadorinn, down ho 
came, though he were i --m 

son of Thetis. And sc 
c;tiS3 in the late war. 

FAsrosoa. Isuppoae the public would never object to their 
prince enjoying the common privilege of man, m having a 
fevorite friend near his person, were it not lliat the party se- 
lected for that person is apt, insolently and inconsiderately, 
to crowd his own dependants, qualified or unqualified, into 
places under the government But what France suffered 
ftr such misconduct in the last war, will be a warning to 
neighboring nations. 

IsFiDBLis. I should like to have the history of your glasses, 
cousin. And I imagine a few instances of ycur operations 
by them will be exceedingly agreeable to all the company, 
if you will be so obliging as to fevor us with them. 

DiHcoiiDANS. WM all my heart, sir. The first instance 
1 remember, was in the case of Cain and Abel. As for Abel, 
you know he was a rebel against our government, enlisted 
under the banner of Iinmanuel, and bore arms against the 
monarch of darkness, to whom trusty Cain was firmly at^ 
tached. Abe! was well acquainted with the acceplable atone- 
ment, then to be made by Jesus of Nazareth, and had respect 
to it, in all the services which he offered to Deity. His sac- 
rifices and services were therefore the fruits of ftith, and 
consequently acceptable to God, whom he served. On the 
other hand, oar friend Cain had no respect for the mediation 
irf Immanuel, but considered his services as well deserving 
acceptance with Deity, in virtue of their own intrinsic ex- 
cellence. Of course, both him and his services were reject- 
ed. For you know whatever Is not of faith, is sin, and con- 
sequently detestable to the Almiqihty. Abel offered his sac- 
rifice, and Cain presented his gift, the one in faith, and the 
other without faith ; the result was, Abel was accepted and 
C^in rejected. 

As soon as I was aware of this, and saw discontent visible 
upon his countenance, I went up to Cain, and began to ply 
him with my instrument. " l«t my lord Cain," said I, " try 
nis brother's conduct in this faithful mirror." 

Accordingly he viewed it, and as he viewed, he said, 
"Ah ! nowl see how it is- He knew that ^ lamb or kid 
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would be raore acceptable to God than com ; but he would 
Dot inform me, 1 suppose, Jest I should share in the blessinz 
-B this acting- tlie part of a brother 1 I see now through eSi 
lis pretended love, his whining advices and hypocritical 

This 'Wrought jnst as I would have it Then I desired him 
M view liimself with my telescope, which he did, and tlius 
exclaimed, " Why, I am a thousand timca better than my 
orother Abel ! I have as much ri^bteou^ess in my one hand, 
ts be hath in his whole perBcm." Said I, " Now take a full 
view of your brother with this glass." He did, and as he 
looked, he said, " My brother is the most coutemptible crea- 
ture 1 ever beheld. I wonder not now to hear him complain 
if hia unworthine^ as he does in his whining way." " Look 
i^ij," I said. Then said Cain, " Why, Abel is so swelled 
with pride, that he cannot contain himself." "Look farther," 
taid 1 : " Ay, replied he, I see what he aims at. He thinks 
I sliall be bis servant, and no longer his superior as elder 
tptother." 

You know it is usual for my worthy friends, Envy, Re- 
venge, and Cruelty, to follow me in most of my enterprises. 
It so fell out, at Uiis time, that those throe diabolians were 
present; hut none of them attempted to speak a word, until 
Cain had viewed Ids brother Abel with my instruments, in 
a light the most disadvantaseous to him that could be. But 
Cain having obtained this view of Abel, up comes Envy, and 
thus addressed him: "Friend Cain, I am heartily sorry for 
jTout disgrace, and am grieved when I observe to you, tliat, 
It is my opinion you will never be able to endure your 
Brother's greatness and prosperity, now he is accepted, and 
you are rejected. I am much mistaken, if his ambition 
ceasGth to operate, until he enslaves you entirely under hia 
yoke. I much fear that it is wliat tie aims at Now, my 
friend, as you are the eider bom, it Is but reasonable titat 
you should be ruler; but for the elder to be subject to the 
younger, is what I would advise you never to submit ta" 
Then, said Revenge, if honest Cain will be ruled by me, he 
will maKc himself amends for all the grief he has siistamed. 
To whom Cain: "I pray Uieethou sweet spirit, which way 
shall I do if. Shall I bum his ten's, or destroy his flocks! 
Whatshallldotomakci^elf amendsl" Do, smd Crudelie^ 
what should yoa do^ luiock him cm the head at once* 
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" else, said Envj, he wU be an eye-sore to yon, all the daya 



"C 



IS the matter was determined, and, accordingly, Caio 
took an opportunity one day in tlie (ield to mnrder him. 
this instiuice, Abel'B virtue and feith v 



IB eraftinesa ; his sincere aiming at the glory of Gal, 
and his selfdenia!, v — '• ■ '-- 



teipreted pride and ambition. Deluded Cain revenged him- 
BcV, not according to reality, but accordbg to his own jealous 
suspicions and groundless surmises. 

Infideus. Realities seldom appear, Discordans, where 
you reign, or your operations would not be so successful as 
th^ are in common. 

Discordans. True, sir, there is no possibility of main- 
taining strife and contention, but by inspiring one man with 
mistalien notions of another, and each with a good opinion 
of himself This is the spring of all contention. 

I remember I made rude work between Jacob's wives; 1 
think their names were Leah and Rachel, tlie daughters of 
your friend Laban, Avaro; and that too, for what neither 
one nor Ihe other could possibly help. Rachel was plump, 
fiiir, and beautiiiil, but withal for many years barren. Le»b 
was less beaulifiil, being afflicted with tender eyes. And 
from these two sonrces I let the world see the inconvcniency 
of polygamy or bigamy. But to pass from the discord of 
the women, I come to their sons, amongst whom I made a 
pretty sort of on inroad, which for a season yielded me ex- 
quisite pleasure. 

You must know it is always more pleasure to me to stir 
up discord amcai^ the good and virtuous, than any people 
whatever; although, Iw tlie way, it is much more irrational 
in them to quarrel with one another, than for those who are 
strangers to equal privileges. Yet, such is my dexterity, 
that, whilst they are in this world, I can make them very 
often behave to one another, more like enemies than friends 
and brethren. However, they escape my t]TBnny tlie mo- 
ment they forsake their clay, and I am for ever banished 
from their peaceful mansions in the other world. 

To return to my story. Young Joseph, son of deceased 
Rachel, was his fathers favorite; and the fend patriarch, 
to evince his distinguishing regard to him, clothed him in 
Suments of many colors. This badge of alfect^ sat very 
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uneaBj on the minds of liie brethren, who, to a man, r»> 
Bolveii to teach future parents the fb!!y of partiality to- 
ward? 'Juiir cliildreti; yet had conduct enough to bridle 
their rpsentaient until a ftvorable opportuiilty should ofifer. 
Itivaa not ciRny years before an opportunity oliered; for 
Joseph hod a dream divinely inspired, of which I niade very 
suitable improvenieat. He dreamed "that tie and his bretn- 
ren were all reaping together in the field, and lo ! ere he 
was aware, his sheaf st«)d upright in the midst, and all his 
bretliren's sheaves stood round and made obeisance to it" 

Young Joseph, suspecting no harm, in his siziiplicity, told 
his dream to hia brethren. Kot long after, he dreamed that 
the sun, moon, and eleven stars, made obeisance to him ; 
and, in the same simplicity of heart, told his brelliren this 
dream also, never once suspecting that they would comment 
upon it to his injury. 

At this time I happened to make a visit to tliem; and 
having the matter witliout reserve kid before me, I re- 
quested them to examine it with my instrumenls, as you 
Imow I am never backward when there is any hope of busi- 
ness. As they examined it, they were unanimoufly of opin- 
ion, that the haughty boy was but too sensible of his fiitlier's 
over-esteem for him. "Vain youtii, said they, he can think 
of nothing but being lord over his brethren: it is evident, 
from his repeated dreams, bis mind runs upon it through the 
day; ftr what people rucninate in the day, they are apt to 
dream of at night." Such was the sense my mirror gave 
uf the affiiir. Then, said I, gentlemen, be pleaiicd to sur- 
vey the matter wi'Ji this telescope, meaning prejudice. They 
did so, and said, " Did ever any body see such a haughty, 
presumptuous youth as this stripUngof a brother of ours is! 
It may be, the young ambitious wretch feigned his dreoms, 
the more easily to introduce his supremacy ! He he our lord ! 
Must hel His pride is boundless. It is not enousrh that he 
hopes to lord it over his brethren, but his old fether must, it 
seems, mate obeisance to his arrogance." 

It was now I called on my brother Revenge to appear, 
to whom I willed tiiem to make their case known. Tliia 
Uiey did ; and he, without hesitation, (as you know he is a 
ready-witted spirit) gave them his advice. " Gentlemen, said 
he, the feet is evident; bnt why do you peiples youteelvesl 
yon have it in vour power to prevent his aggrandizement 
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Yonder h<. comes, and here is a pit hard by: drown hin> in 
it, and see what will become nf his dreams." " By all 
means, said Envy ; for you see the old man is so dotiiigly 
fond of him, that he is ready to take his dreams to be di- 
vinely inspired; and the more foolishly the youth can dream, 
the fonder his fether is of him ; so that it is now, if Joseph 
is well, he cares little what becomes of the rest of his chil- 

The sons of Jacob, in part, followed our advice. They 
cast Joseph into the pit, which happened to be dry : bat the 
engel of compassion wrought so far upon tbem, that they 
spared his life, and sold him to a band of Ishmaelites, who 
were to take care to dispose of iiim in a foreign market, fi.r 
enough from home. So you see it was by the Iie1p of my 
mcomparablo instruments, Joseph was separated from his 
brethren. 

Infidelis. If right reason had been director, they would 
have allowed it posaiWe that God might speak in a riream, 
or in a vision of the night, to the lad ; and that it was time 
enough to punish him, when he actually became guilty of 
hsurpation. But in your way, right reason is quite out of 
the question, cousin. 

If agreeable to the great Pastosus, I hold it good we dis- 
perse fir the present, that our affiiirs on earth be not neg- 
lected; and let us meet here to-morrow morning for fresh 
conversation. 

Fastosus. It is very agreeable to me, sir. 



DIALOGUE IX. 

IHPIATOB, DISCORSANS, AND ATAKO. 

It was my business to mind the appointment, and give 
due attendance; which I resolved to do, whatever should 
be the consequence: accordingly I was there ere the arri- 
val of the infernal gentry, whom ! waited for with impa- 
tience. At last, they all came up the valley to the place 
bI conference ; where five sable thrones were ready tc re- 
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ceive them. As soon as seated, the following converse be- 

InFUiBLia. Indeed i is il possible that my lovely Impiator 
hath so JHF prevailed, aa to make a reverend victr drink 
until he is fuddled 1 Such a conquest as this makes greatly 
for our interest; for when the parishioners know that the 

Kreon himself was drunk in the week, they will pay very 
tie regard to his sermon the enauui^ sabbath. I^t him 
preach repentance and reformation, wiui all the zea.! he may 
assume, every hearer will lay in his heart, " Physician, 
heal tliyself " 1 always knew that you, Avaro. had large 
dealings with many of the clergy ; but not until noiv, that 
my son Impiator had obtained such great power over them. 
What ! and swear too ! To see a parson get drunk, or to 
hear him profenely swear, would give joy to the devil hm> 
self, amidst all his disappointments. I assure you, in the 
days of the Puritans, I would have crept forty miles on my 
hands and knees to have jicard the one, or seen the other. 

But thou, my son 

Impiator. Indeed, sire, you may depend on what I say. 
Great and formidable are my enterprises. These eyes of 
mme have seen tlie foot-ball thrown down at the cliurcli- 
door, on Sunday after service, in the presence of the par- 
son; who, like the fiither of his people, gathered up his 
gown, and stood patiently to see which of his flock could 
with greatest dexterity make it skim the sky. This, you 
will say, was a pretty sort of transit, made by the holy man, 
ftom worshipping the God of heaven to serve the fiunous 
devil Impiator. Ah, gentlemen, were I but an eloquent 
spirit, I could tell you such wonders about the profeneness 
of both priest and people, as would rejoice your hearts, and 
make you confess ^at few devils have more ascendency over 
mankind than myself O ! the youn^; students who are train- 
ing up for the ministry, are charming lads. It is but a few 
years since, a nymph, who had been under the tuition of 
some of those young clergymen, came to an overseer of the 
poor of the parish, near a certain university, and desired to 
speak with him. What is your will 1 said he. I am with 
child, said site. I see that, returned he ; hut who is its la- 

therl Three gentlemen of Hall, said she. What 

do you talk of three for, said he ; only one of them can be 
its fiither. Indeed, sir, thev are all three the fathers of inv 
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drilil, aiid are all willing to give security to Uie paiifih : ana 
three very civil gentlemen they are, I assure yoii. I think, 
Baid the overseer, they have not behaved very civilly to you, 
seeing you are with .child by them. O I sir, said she, they 
behaved very civilly to me. They got me to their room, 
and kept me ihere for above a fortnight, and all the while 1 
ate with them, and slept with them at free cost. 

AvARO. Well, but, brother, can jou assert that as Sict 
upon your own knowledge '! 

Impiator. Yes, Avaro, I cm ; and more than that, the 
overseer is yet alive, and can at any time attest the truth 

Infidelis. Well, I think they are hopeful gentlemen of 
which to make ministers of the gospel ; gentlemen who 
may be of great service to our government. 

Impiator, It is on that account I mention the affair. 
And I could tell you a hundred such pretty little stories. 

Fastosus. Supposing my reverend brother Inlidelis, for 
the information of these yomiger devils, were lo relate part 
of his history, might it not be well? 

Infidelis. T am ready to do any thing that tends to the 
prosperity of our common cause : with a view to this, I have 
already given Impiator some account of my birth, and first 
enterprises ; and now, for common instructitm, shall proceed. 
Having ascended the throne of Infidelity, the first thing I 
attempted was, to lull men into a persuasion, that I did not 
at aS exist, and that there is no such devil as unbelief m 
being. When I could not so universally prevail in this aa 
I wished, I endeavored to persuade each of them separate- 
ly, that however Infidelis might reign over others, for their 
part, he had no dominion over them. For, said I, you have 
a good heart, and have believed well all your days. A!- 
tliougl), as I said before, I have conducted many of those, 
who ftncicd they had believed so well in their life-time, 
very safely down to the chambers of horrible despair 
where ihey were soon convinced, they never believed at al 
ari"'hL 

Then I endeavored to persuade the people, that the 
ttircatenings of God's law, against sin, ought to be consid- 
ered as a fancy; and, to strengthen this doctrine, I thus 
preached ; (for you must know I have been a great preacher 
in my time,) " Look you, you timorous-minded mortals : von 
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mav clearly see tiiat God hatli created you, with all the 
passt IBS and appetites that attend you ; aiid can you believe 
that he did tbis with a design to prohibit the graTificatioti 
of them? No, sorely! Could it be consistent with the 
character of liiat God, whose goodness is unto all, ond 
whose tender mercies are over all his works, to endue you 
with these pafisions wid appetites, and then damn you 
for gratiiying them 1 No, no, those threatenings are exhib- 
ited only to keep your consciences in awe ; but never de- 
signed to be rigorously executed. The law will make largo 
allowances, for the inclinations, passions, and infirmities of 
the human nature; never fear it. The soul that siimeth 
need not to fear dying, as the scripture has threatened ; and 
man sliall not be cursed, thougli he contmue not in all 
things written in the law to do them," 

Here, gentlemen, you may see my fellacy, m dealing 
with mortals; for although all the faculties and passions of 
the soul were indeed essential to its created state, none of 
them were then irregular; none acted from improper influ- 
ence; for every passion centred in its lawful and proper 
object. Besides, ail sinful motions and desires of the heart 
are tlie effects of my dominion over man. 

■ Then I proceeded to persuade them that God had for- 
saken the earth, and took now no notice of the deeds of 
men, so that every man might, with the greatest safety, 
gratify his peculiar inclinatioa By these means it was, the 
great Impiator was brought into existence, whose dominion 
has increased, every year, with great rapidity. 

I persuaded men, that this world is the most certain 
eiood. A bu^ in the hand, said I, is worth two in the bush. 
Make sure of this world, and never fear for the other. Do 
you consider this as your abiding place, and build your nest 
in its highest branches, if possible. In this I succeeded so 
well, that 'every man by nature, and almost a.l by practice, 
look upon the present world as the chiefest good. Then it 
was tlmt Avaro waa born in our family, and Ambitiosus waa 
born in the ftmily of Fdstosus. 

All this, you must observe, I did in disguise, or rather in a 
state of invisibility. I dare not teil a man, when I wait upon 
htm, that my name is InHdelis : for, although they ar^ Send 
of my nature, even to distraction, there is not one of them 
fjut wnat hates to be told that he is concerned with nie. 
K3 
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Indeed you cannot afl'ront any of my siibjecls worse, than 
by naming him niter me, and calling liim Infidel. 

Impiator. Thai is the vovy case witii my sabjects; fijr, 
ftltliough they love my service with all their hearts, Uiey 
hate to be tuid of it If a man should at any time reprove 
one of them for hia enormities, ^ou would soon hear him 
damn the reprover, for a methodist, a puritan, or a sanctifi- 
ed hypocrite. 

Infideus. It is no manner of difficully for me to lurk, 
nnperceived by them, in the comers of their liwellinifs; but 
I cannot possibly hide myself from Moses, the vicegereat 
of the Highest He is a person of a most piercing eye, and 
can trace all the motions of spirit; therrfore it comes to 
pass, that he and I have frequent bickerings. Moses being 
the perfection of light, and I the most consummate darlt- 
ness, there is an etemal war proclaimed betwixt us, and we 
never meet but we are «t daggers' drawing. 

Sometimes he comes, knocking with a tremendous ham- 
mer at the doors and windows of my lodging, as if he 
would Jay the house b a heap of ruins; whHst the people 
within start and tremble at every thunder-clap of his ham- 
mer. Amidst their consternation, you may hear him, from 
without, call to them within, witli a voice louder than many 
thund3rs, in the name of his august Master, to bring forth 
the devit Infidelis, and all his train, to public execution. 
But I am always well befriended by the people of the bouse, 
who, for the most part, tell him that neither Infidelis, nor 
any of his train, live with them, and that his excellency 
must needs have mistaken the door. They tell him he 
would do better to inquire at the house of Tom Drunkard, 
or Jack the swearer, where, very probably, say they, tliat 
evil spirit may dwelL 

This is often the beginning of a rupture betwixt him and 
them ; for he is not to be so easily deceived. He shooteth 
his burning arrows with deatlily vengiance in at the win- 
dows, agamst the people of the bouse, whom I exhort, by 
all possible means, to resist to the last extremity. Never 
did you see the warlike Corsicans cxort themselves with 
such f rdor in defence of Iheir liberties, as my subjects in 
defence of my government. 

Sometimes they so besmear his heavenly face, with the 
filth they throw upon him, calling him severe tyrant, covet- 



OO'^lc 



OF DEVILS. 115 

:, unjust villam, aud the like, that he givpa 
over tlie assault, imd leaves them to i.iy quiet poHseEsion. 
Then I take my seal, and seal them to destruction. For ycu 
must know, tt is but in some places he exerts Jiis unfrua- 
trable influence. 

It is likewise observable, that although my subjects will 
give Moses a good character, while he keeps at a distance 
&om them, every one will fight to the knees in blood, when 
assaulted by hiro, ere they submit ; so fond are lliey of my 
person and eovemment. Sometimes it hath happened, that 
by irresistiwe force, he hath broken open the doors, seized 
the people of the house by the collar, dragged them to 
the brink of a pit called Despondency, into which he tum- 
bled them headlong, and left them shut up in that dreary 

M soon as he is departed, 1 go to work, and tarn some 
neighboring brook into the pit, with a design lo drown 
them, or throw down earth, stones. Sic on purptse to 
smother them; and so I continue to pester and disturb 
them, until I am frightened away by the sound of Imraanu- 
el's trumpet, as he himself approaches for their deliverance; 
for you must know, I cannot stand my ground, but take to 
my heels, when he appears. Many a time do I hear myself 
cursed for an hellish brat, even by those who, but very late- 
ly, would have risked life and fortune, and, with the-great- 
est bravery, fought in the cause of prince Infidelis. But as 
soon as they oMain a glimpse of Immanuel's glory, they 
have done with ray yoke, and I lose their affection for ever. 

However, aa I cannot endure that rational scripture light 
should shine into the hearts of men, I have often been puz- 
zled tofind out propermethods to resist the power of Moses; 
for he is excessively turbulent sometimes, and frighteneth 
my subjects into a pretended service of his Lord. In order 
to appease him, the sons of men agreed to build a temple, 
and dedicate it to the Most High ; rather choosing fj) wor- 
rfiip him, than be destroyed by the artillery of Sinai. Ac- 
coiijingly, to work they went, and built a sumptuous dome 
for divme worship, in rader Id stop the mouth of that never- 
ceasmg accuser. Now, thought J, tilings are likely to take 
an awkward turn with me ; ifthis worship is not interrupted, 
1 sliall lose many of my present slaves. So I put my plod- 
ding brain to the torture, in order to find cut proper meljiods 
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nf prevention ; and I can tell you, gentlemen, I went wiaelj 

to work. Yoii reineniber tliat, Avaro, for you were my 

The case was tliis. We prepared the linage of a woman, 
fair and beautiful to the eye ; she was inwardly made of 
clay, and outwardly adorned with (he appearance of bur- 
nished gold. In her rj^ht hand was a regal scepire, titles 
of state, and plumes of honor, Sic In her left she carried 
a heavy purse of money, and a casket of oriental jewels. 
Upon her head was an Lnperial crown, studded with spark- 
ling gems, whicli dazzled the eyes of beholders, whilst they 
read the following motto, which was written in all kn- 
gu^es on her forehead, "1 am the mistress of tiie whole 
world." We secretly conveyed this image into one corner 
of the temple, and pkced it m such a manner as to be eeen 
of all who entered. 

I soon perceived, that the bait was suitably drost, and our 
idolhadcharmsenough to attract the attention of the people. 
Ha, Im, ha, you would have laughed, until your sides were 
tired, had you been there, to see how the slaves lookeil 
asquint upon the idol, as they approached tlie altar of God. 
Ay, and, in the midst of their devotion, how they cast Uie 
tad of their eye towards the place where she stood. After 
their worship was over, O how they bowed and cringed be- 
fore her ladyship '. The very parson himself did her humble 
revererice, and many times embraced her in the most afiec- 
tionate marmer. Then said I, " A fig for Moses and all his 
threatening. 1 have the slaves as fest as ever." 

Impiatob. Indeed, sire, you played the devil with them 
tlien. But what said Moses? Did he calmly yield the de- 

Infideus. No, no, he is none of your easy tempered 
people, I assure you. His eai;ie eye eoon discovered the 
cheat, and as soon did he resolve on vengeance, as appeared 
by the event Laden with burning fagots, he came to the 
temple, and, roaring like many thunders, he said, the Sashes 
of lightning biusting as he spake, "This people draweth 
near to me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me 
Put away from among you that accursed evil, and worship 
the Lord with your souls, as well as your bodies, with your 
hearts as well as your voices, or look for destrrction, even 
in the embraces of your idol." 
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This said, he hurled his brands amongst the people, and 
terribly diaturbeJ iiiajiy of tlicm. Indeed it was something 
alarming to see them look so ghastly, and tremble at hia 
fearful menaces. In their first alarm, tliey were for re- 
moving llie goddess out of the temple, for fear of immediate 
destruction; htit being a little recovered from their fright, 
liie &r greater part found such relentinga towards her Itidy- 
ship, tliat they could not bear the thoughts of parting with 
her ; believing still, in despite of Moses, that her comeJy 
presence was highly necessary, to render religion tolerable; 
and rather than part with her, they resolved to part with the 
teJnple of God itaelt; 

Some few of them, indeed, were resolute for her removal, 
deeming the urgent command of the heavenly accuser not 
at all mireasonifljle ; biit their company was very inconsid- 
erable, and their strength inadequate to the enterprise. 
When they attempted to remove her, Ihey could not so 
much as move her feet off from the pedestal; and notwith- 
etanding Ihe command was urgent, Ihe fer greater part of 
the people could iwt help, even in the midst of their devo- 
tion, looking towards the idol, with an approving counte- 
nance ; and there she stands to this day, adored by most, 
and a snare even to the virtuous and good. 

AvAito. Great and manifold are the services which that 
ornamented idol had done to oitr government, among both 
preachers and others; for many of the sacerdotal tribe have 
not the least view in Uieir preaching, beyond a genteel liv- 
ing, and further preferment ; to which end, adulation and 
flattery is more studied than the gospel. If they can but 

git the world to smile upon them, they desire no more, 
ive them riches and honor, they may preach Ihe gospel 
who will, for them. Let the people only pay their dues 
punctually, they may choose, for the parson, whether they 
will serve God or the devil, whether they will go lo heaven 
or hell. Brave days, gentlemen ! 

Infidbus. Yes, Avaro, Ihe times are not to be f ompiamed 
of; nor indeed have they been bad for many hundreds of 
years, if circumstances are duly attended to. But to my 
story. In process of time, men became sensible, that un- 
less the heart were fixed upon God, in acts of religious 
wor^ip, their services could not be ac«?ptable ; but how to 
fix them they could not find. Being afraid the result of 
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thsir inquiries might prove dangerous to my interest, if not 
interrupted, I advised them to make to lliemselves repra- 
sentations of God, in wood, stone, brass, or iron, but rather 
of silver or gold, alleging that, the more valua.ble the metai, 
the more acceptable the sacrifice would be. 

The sons of mea no sooner heard, than approved of my 
scheme, and resolved forthwith to put it in execution. Then, 
ere you were aware, every village was furnished with one oi 
two god-makers; a set of artificers, fi'om whom our present 
saint-makers in Italy, Spam, Portugal, &c. are descended; 
for modern times have not changed, but only given a dif- 
ferent name to this craft, by which the popish parsons get 
their wealth. 

But, alas! having never seen the shape of God, at any 
time, they were obliged to form their images in the mouW 
of their own fancies, which bemg various, it came to pasi 
that in one place the invisible Deity was likened to an olc 
man with a venerable long beard, grasping a bunch of reeds 
which they called thunder. Li another place he was reprp- 
sented as half man and half beast; yea, so various were the 
Ikncies of the artisla, that in one place God Almighty was 
made like a fish, in another like an eagle or hawk, and in 
another like a log of wood, and mdeed sometimes like i 
beast with four feet. So very briskly was this trade carried 
on, that all who were able to buy, had, in a few years, one 
or more god almighties, of man's making, in their own 
houses. The very same as our good friends the papists, 
have got almost every one a savior in his pocket or chamber. 
In the holy Roman church, you may find in every house, a 
Jesus Christ of one kind or another; for there be many 
eorts of Jesus Christs, as golden Jesus Christs, silver Jesus 
Christa, wooden, and even paper Jesus Christa, all made 
with as much craft as the ancient pagan gods. 

AvARO. That trade of shrine-making among the papists, 
is a good sort of trade; but I can tell you, it Ms far short 
of the craft of saint- worshipping, by which the priests get 
their wealth. Many a wooden samt there is in the holy 
church, which hath brought into the priests' treasury above 
nx times its weight m gold. And indeed the pagan pnesta 
reaped equal benefit from their gods ; from whence we learn 
that priesfcrflft hath been the same m all ages. 

Infidblis. Some people iliere were, of more refined 



Ho.-«b,Coogle 



OF UEVILS. 11!) 

Unowiedge than their aeiahbors, who advised against thn 
trade of gixl-making, saying, " We must not bow down to 
eraven nor molten images, nor in any wise worship them." — 
My priests, according to my directions, answered as fel- 
lows ; " It is not the image which yon worship, nor do you 
at all bow your knee to it ; but being emblematic of the 
divine presence, it greatly aasiata you in your devotion." 
This learned reasoning calmed the consciences of most of 
the dissenters, won them over to the religion by law estab- 
lished, and greatly wrought for the good of tlie church. 

DiscoHBAss. Why, sir, that is the very apology which 
the papists make for image worship, relic adoration, &«, 
but indeed it is no wonder, seeing their religion is one and 
the same with that of the pagans. 

Infidelis. Some few there were, rigid nonconformists, 
who insisted that God must be worshipped in spirit and in 
truth ; insisted that all idolatrous lumber should be cast out 
of the temple; by which the worthy clergymen, rf that 
age, were so grievously galled, that they were forced, in 
a pious and tender manner, first to give up the heretics to 
the devil and then put the flesh to death for the salvation 
of the sou!: in the very same manner (and for much tiie 
same cause) as the holy Eomisli fothers excmnmunicated 
and bomed the Protestants. But the devil knows, by his 
experience, that the church has not half the power she pre- 
tends to; for out of tlie vast numbers, which she hath gen- 
erously given to him, it is but a very few he hath been able 
to receive. Notwithstanding, both the pagan, ppal, and 
other churches, have hereby shown the good will, whicli, 
all along, they have borne lo him and his interest. 

Having fairly introduced idolatry, I tried, if possible, to 
lead men fiirther off from their Maker still; and for this 
end, 1 brought in gods and goddesses, a numerous train. 
Pot instance, if any man was more remarkable than others^ 
for murdering his neighbors, or for givinjr large gifts to the 
church, that is, the clei^, 1 not him deified as soon as he 
died, and had worship oliOTeii to him, in the same degree 
with saint-worship in the church of Rome; for saint-wor- 
ship and hero-worahip, ditler only in name. 

Indeed, it is but doing justice to salntB, in the Romish 
calendar, to observe, that the greatest part of them obtain 
ed iJieir saintship for murdermg of princes, massacnny 
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Protestants, robbing their heirs for the good of the church, 
or for raving mad enthuaiasm. Well, 1 went on and pros- 
pered, until 1 had brought all the world, a few individuals 
excepted, to worship the works of the mason, carpenter, 
blacksmith, or founder. Encourage but any trade, and it is 
sure to prosper ; the god-making trade, being universally 
encouraged, prospered exceedingly ; for in a little time 
there were national gods, much the same with the seven- 
champions of Christendom; provincial gods; county gods 
parish gods ; and even household gods, to the great emolu- 
ment oi the clergy. I think, gentlemen, you must all allow, 
that I have not spent ray time in idleness among mankind. 

Fabtosus. No, no; brother, idleness don't suit you and 
rae. We will leave it to foolish men and women so to 
spend their lives ; but we will fulfil the old proverb used 
among them, viz. The devil is never idle. Let them enjoy 
their idleness in this world ; we shall very likely find them 
enough to do in the next > 

Infidelis. X think it is somelliing more than eeventeei; 
hundred and sixty years ago that I had a trial of a very ex- 
traordinary nature to grapple with, such as I never had h'>- 
fore then, nor ever shall encounter while I breathe tiie sul- 
phurous s:noke of the pit. Oh, it was a sore trial, gentle- 
men. Immanuel, a very dear lover of men, having sat on 
the circle of heaven for near four thousand years, with 
much relentmg of mind, and longings for human happinesn, 
from thence beheld the dreadful havoc I made in the world, 
rendering the whole posterity of Adam the children of 
wrath. Often did he call to the inhabitants of the earth tij 
take me up, and burn me for a witch; but tliey were too 
much my friends to regard his advice: and, indeed, had 
they regarded it, it would have been an undertaking such 
as they could not execute without auxiliary strength. He 
sat long, and long he wondered that there was no friend, to 
help against bo potent an advcrsaij; when at last he saw 
there were none to help, he arose from his jasper seat, and 
in a transport of love, declared that his own arm should 
bring salvation. According to tJiis high determination, ha 
dismantled himself of the robes of manifest glory, laid asidu 
his imperial diadem, which irradiates all the coasts of tight, 
posted down to this world, on the wings of compassion, re- 
solved to encounter me by d^ing 



Ho.-«b,Coogle 



OF DEVILS. 121 

Alarmed at such an unprecedented enterprise, I dispatch- 
ed our swift-winged courier, with all possible speed, to hell, 
to intbrm lay great lather, and the internal divan, of the as- 
tonishing event. As soon as Fame reported her story, tht 
monarch summoned his peers, to meet him in the fiaming 
council chamber, there to deliberate on the matter; and 
having maturely weighed every circumstance of it, it Wius 
resolved to dispatch the devil Malevolus to Faatosus and 
me, with directions suitable to the occasion. That he, with 
Ambilioaus, Perfidia, FaiaJf, and me, should take up our 
residence at Jerusalem, with the scribes, pharisees, and 
doctors of tlie law. We immediately obeyed our instruc- 
tiona, and succeeded admirably in our embassy. At tlie 
same tune, Cnidelis and Concupiscentia were appointed 
plenipotentiaries to the tetrarchical court of Galilee, where 
they received in&lllble testimonies of Herod's esteem. 

Against the time that Iramanuel was to be revealed, 
Herod admitted our cousin Suspiciosus to frequent audi- 
ences, of which the devil Crudelis, to his everlasting honor, 
greatly availed himselE He persuaded the tetrarch, thai, 
Kir his own safety, it was highly necessary he should kill, 
destroy, and cause to perish, all the children in Bethlehem, 
from two years old, and under, in order timt yowng Imman- 
uel, who was Ibrmerly called the Ancient of Days, mij^ht 
be involved in tlie general massacre. This was tlie opening 
of our evangelic campaign; since which time, we have 
caused the shedding of as much Christian blooii, ss, if cul- 
lected into one mas^, would moke a tide as deep bs ever was 
Been at London-bridge. 

At tliis time there appeared one John Baptist, a zealous 
Nazarene, and harbinger to Iminanuel. He was likely to 
do great injury to our interest; therefore it was tliought 
best to have him destroyed, which, by thy means, DisL-or- 
dans, we happily accomplished in pari- Perhaps, Discordans, 
you can give a better account of that affiiir than T, as you 
were more deepiv concerned in it 

DiscoRDANs. I do not know tliat, uncle ; but I am ready 
to tell you what hand I had in it. You all know the man, 
and a trusty friend of ours he was, as any in his day. You 
imow he most inordinately loved Herodias, his own brother 
Philip's wife; and by the direction of our friend Concupis- 
eentut, he added ioceat to his adultery, by taking her to hia 
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bed. It was about this time, tliat tliif famous Baptist, the 
founder of !he sect called by his name, began his public 
ministry ; and, fearless of maji, exclaimed against all manner 
af uncleaiiliness ; tor he was faitliful to his commissiou. 
Well, this same austere Baptist took occasion one day, in 
tlie following manner, to reprove the telrarch for his lewd- 
ness; "Herod, said he, tlie God who made tiiee, halh, for 
Ills own glory, exalted tiiee to the tetrarchical dignity ; Inil, 
fer from studying his honor, thou actest most unworthily, 
and turneat hjs goodncs to thee into wantonness. Dost nut 
tliou know, tliat tfje same God who made thee ruler in Gal- 
ilee, littLli said, " Tiiou 3ludt not commit aduitery," Put her 
therefore away from thee ; if tliou dust not, thou must ex- 
pect, tliat tlie Most High will mingle for Uiee the cup of 
hie indignation." 

I was then at the court of Galilee, and did not fiiil to im- 
prove the Baptist's admonition to the most fatal purposes. I 
transformed myijelf into the likenesa of a grave courtier, a 
iiina very femilinr to me, went up to the king, and held my 
inverting mirror before his eyes, bidding him to take a full 
view of tlie matter thus. As my humble servant he did as 
[ directed, and immediately said, "I perceive this field- 
preacher, this same Baptist, is an enemy to the Roman go- 
vernment, and, because I am a friend to Caesar, he hath 
taken this advantage against me doubtlcaa to prejudice the 
minds of the people, either to the divesting me of the te- 
trarchical power, or to the subversion of Cssar's goveai- 

When I had brought him thus to misconstrue the honest 
designs of tlie Baptist, I held my partial telescope to his 
eye, through which he looked with great attention, and ae 
he looked said, • What a presumptuous wretch is this, to 
take upon him Ic reprove me! Me, who am his lord and 
master, and can soon destroy both him and his fether'a 
house. Must Herod be reproved by this despicable fellow 
with the rough garment? Is it now so low with CiESRr's 
deputy, tlie tetrarch of Galilee, that he must mildly hear 
the insolence of every snarlmg peasant! No, it is mconsis- 
tent with our dignity, to let such daring boldness pass with 
impunity. If a courtier, or nobleman clotlied in soft lai- 
ment, had taken a little liberty with me, it might hnve been 
iome. But for this field-preacher ! This Baptist, hah !" 
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By this time the jfreat Revenge, thai fiimoiis aevil, 
whose hifitory is 30 tragical, thought it time for him to ap- 
pear at court, and as soon as he judged it convenient, thus 
accosted ths offended king. " My lord the king, if your 
highness suffers such insolence as this to go unpunished, 
jour nobles will contemn you; every paltry priest will say, 
VoLidor goes the incestuous Herod; ay, the very publicans 
ami llDroilians will allege, that you are unworthy of tlie 
oignity you sustain, and all will censure your pusillanimity, 
in letting such daring insolence pass with impunity. R&- 
mcrnber, my lord, that if wide-moHthed ftme should, as is 
vpry likely, report the matter in Ctesar's ear, it is ten to 
line but he will cashiei you, either for your reputed incest, 
iir your want of magnanimity. Sir, ibr your honor's sake, 
<\iit John into prisoiL" Herod was easily persuaded, and 
John was committed to jail. 

Un mature deliberation, however, he was afraid of put- 
ting him to death, for he knew that the people had a good 
opinion of the renowned Baptist; therefore he lived in 
prison, notwitlistanding Revenge made daily solicitation for 
his blooii. On every occasion when he met with Herod, he 
thus accosted him, "Well, sir, is the Baptist dead yet? 
What ! not yet, sir 1 What do you mean by sparing him so 
long, sir 1 I assure you, sir, he ought to die for his inso- 
lence. Sir, his crime is no less than high treason against 
your person." Thus he plied him daily. 

It happened, at a certain time, tJiat Herod made a great 
festival in honor of his own name, which festival proved 
fatal to the innocent Baptist; for, ever since he had given 
offence, the devil Revenge had taken up his lodgings with 
Herodias the tetrarchcss. She very well knew how fool- 
ishly precipitate Herod was wont to be in his wine, and 
how much his eye was to be allured with a well-perftrmed 
dance, esppcittify if performed by a handsome young lady. 
Not at all doubting but Herodina her daughter, would cap- 
tivate the kinjr, so far as to bring about the much desired 
death of John Baptist, she decked her in superb array, in- 
Btmcted her wiiat to ask, if he slionld be pleafed with her, 
then l-^d her into the hall, where Herod and his nobles were 
carousing. There she footed the hornpipe with such ex- 
actness, tiat the mjstakpji eye of the tetrarch took her for 
a divinity, and swore that he would offer a great sacrificB 
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to her, to the value of one-half of his kingdom, if her high- 
ness would only deign to iiitbnji him what sacrilicos were 
most acceptable to her. She replied, "iiamau sacriflcesare 
liiy delighL Give me then the Baptist's head in a cliarger." 

Now there began a horrid scuffle in tlie tetrarch's bi'east 
If he fulfilled not his oulb, he thought he lost his reputation 
with his nobles, who sat at table with him ; and if he did 
iiohead John Baptist, according to his oath, he exposed him- 
self to the resentment of the people. 

in the midst of this scuffle, in came Revenge, and ad- 
liressed the king — "I assure you, sir, .lolin deserves a thou- 
iiand deaUis, for liis msolence to your highness." " Besides, 
said Fastosue, who was then at court, the great tetrarch 
liath no way left but this to preserve his own cliaracter un- 
blamed." Then cried Herod, " Who will <'o for us to prison, 
and behead the Baptist." To which Crudelis replied, "Here 
am 1, send me." Accordingly, having obtained Herod's con- 
sent, (for we can do nothing against mankind hut by their 
own conseni,) he went and neheaded Immanuel's harbinger. 

Thus, gentlemen, you see, that by my fcmous instru- 
ments, felse reasoning and prejudice, 1 cause offence to be 
taken where there is none intended. John only fiiUilled his 
divine mission, and sought the good of the tetrarch, by call- 
ing him to repentance ; but my mirror interpreted his hon- 
esty into treachery and insolence ; which clearly sliows that 
it changeth the appearance, quite contrary to the nature of 
things. But, reverend uncle, I prevent your proceeding with 
your story. 

IsFiDBUB. The cumbersome Baptist thus dispatched, we 
united ail our forces against Immaauel himself, who was by 
ihe Jews called Jesus of Nazareth. Many were the con- 
ferences which we had with the Jewish rabbins, doctors, 
priests, scribes, and Pharisees, in which all our debates turned 
upon that object of our common hatred. The high-priest, 
Pastflsus, Molovolus, and me, were always placed at the 
head of the assembly, and every article was finaUy referred 
to us for decision. The venerable high-priest addressing 
himself to me, asked what I thought concerning the pre- 
tensions of this Galilean] To whom 1 replied, "If it please 
your reverence, I tliink he is an arrant impostor; for bis 
fether you know, and his mother you know, his brethren 
and sisters are they not all with you T But, contmued I, when 
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MflBsiah shall come, no man can tell whence he cometh, 
nor whither he goelh." Gentlemen, you will always know 
my style by its elegnuce, wiierever you meet with it, should 
it he even in the volume of revelation. 

Fastobds. I well remember tliese things, and the learned 
oration which, at that time, I made in the Sanhedrim ; and 
now we arc aeeociated in such a friendly manner, I hare a 
good mind to repeat it to yon. You have it in the ibllow- 
jnir manner; "Hearken to me, ve righteous teachers of the 
kw, the virtuous goTemors of the Lord's inheritance, and 
I will unfold to you a just state of the matter. You all know 
that the expected Messiah shalL descend from a virgin prin- 
cess, of the lineage of David ; but is tiiis the son of a prin- 
cess! Is his momer a virgin, being the wil,i of a catpRn- 
ler?" Here you will observe how I led them off from the 
truth, by attending to appearances rather than reality; for 
Mftty, the mother of Jraus, was actually a princess of tlie 
line of David, tiiough obscure, and actually a vlrgm when 
he was conceived, tlioiigh after that the wife of a carpen- 
ter. Every circumriaiico attending his birth, corresponded 
exactly with ancient predictions recorded in the Bible ; 
though, by the way, it was by no means suited to the ex- 
pectation of the Jews. But, to my great mortification, i 
most confess, that although the great men of the earlh re- 
jected him, the an'^eis of heaven descended to hymn their 
new-bom Lord. The constellntionsof the firmament ^owed 
forth the birth of Messiah. Eastern sages heard the pn> 
chniation of the stars, and came to the city of Belilehem, 
to ot&r oblatbns to tlie incHmatc source of life. 

So very clear indeed are the Old Testament prophecies, 
concerning tJiia a^ir, tliat the generality of the Jews were, 
at that time, in full expectation of the coming of Messiah ■ 
therefore it required jreat address sufficiently to blind thiili 
eyes, that they sliould not see and Imow him when he came 
to which purpose my speech was wonderfully adapted 
" You knaw, and ali the holy rabbins know, continued 1 
that Messiah shall come in power and great glory ; shal 
break tho iron yoke of Roman servitude from olT your necks 
anii exalt the throne of David, his illustrious ancestor, high 
above the thrones of the kings of the earth, giving to his 
nappy subjects dominion and ^reat glory, subjecting to youi 
Eovernment all thoie who wish your destruction, Wortlij 
L2 
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dssembly, said I, you have chosen the great FastosuE as youl 
prisident and director. Hearken, tliorefore, to me, and [ 
\uiil allow you my opinion, concerning your expected Mes- 
siah, and hia appearance among' you. It is most prolnble, 
that when he comes, he will bo horn of illustrious parents, 
ia the femijy of David, and when nrown maturo in years, 
you may expect to see meet in him, a combination of all 
great and good qualities. By his wisdom and prowess, he 
will rekindle tlie martial spirit of the Jewisli warriors, lead- 
ing the armies of Israel to glory and conquest, and his throne 
shall be e-mlted above all the kbgdoms of the earth. You 
niny therefore expect that when Messii;h slmll coin" to your 
ilohverimce, joa shall see an illustrious prince, jL:t( mli'd by 
a warlike retinue, breathing vengeance agiiiusl vu:ir ciio- 
mieis. But cnn tills be him? coidd the Metsiali, iii;ij;; yoti, 
find nobody but poor sliepherds In he tJie piihii»heri= of bis 
birth ] More likely, if Jesus had iiidead been tlio Jfessiab, 
he would liave made choice of your reverences fiir his her- 
alds. Can it ever be supposed, my renernblo rabbins, that 
an obscure person, attended by a fe-" de.«picn.ble fuilmrmen, 
can have any lecal pretensions to the vacant throne of illus- 
trious David ? Or can it ever be thoiijTJit, liiat tlie son of a 
Galilean carpenter, atWuded by a few pf the ri.'f-rali' of the 
people, is likely to restore the kingdoni »o Israel t 

Besides, continued I. let him he what lie may, it ivould 
bring dishonor on the princes of Israel, aSould they t ibmit 
to be governed hy the son of a mechanic 

Who knows but the coming of JVlessiali r\B.y be yei nore 
olorioua, and ye shall see the heavens opeo over your i Jads. 
lie shall appear in the firraament, guarded op right nnj left 
by innumerable battalions of armed seraphs, i":th whoj. he 
indy descend and stand upon the mount of Olives, before he 
sliall make his triumphant entir into (he holy metropolis 
of Jewry. Then shall he dispatch his flaming so'dieru, with 
full commission to kill, destroy, and cause to peHeh all such 
stubborn Gentiles, who refuse to submit to the Jewish em- 
pire, now become universal. Your enemies all destroyed, 
great shall be your felicity and glory, for he sIibU reign 
among you in righteousness, peace, and glorious prosTerily, 
unto all generations. 

To whom, my worthy rabbins, will he come, but to e""Ji 
generation ofrighteoua men as yourselves? YeyourselFea 
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sa of your own nghtciiUBneEs aiid ilevotion, Kone 
say loLi:jer prayers ; none give alms more publitly than you 
da Ko great is your zeal for religion, that ye rob widoiva' 
houees for Ibo gooil of die cliurch. So pioua your examine, 
tlmt tav life for it, it will be imitated by the clergy in attei 
ages. YourwickedancestorsfeU very fer short of your piety; 
for tliey Itilled the prophets, and stoned them wlio were sent 
unto tliein ; but your reverences so £ir abominate their mur- 
d.irnas deeds, that you build and beautify their sepulchresi 
Vou may Bati;ly conclude, that you are the righteous gene- 
ration to whom the Messinii will come." Thus I swelled 
thvir L'.'cpect.itioiis no very great, (hat, when the real Mes- 
siah was actually amou" them, they reviled liim as the woffit 
of im;>ostora. 

iNPiBBLis. The great Fastosus and me, having showed 
our opinion, the devil Malevolus was humbly requested to 
speak his mind. And he, by this time, was in a transjiort 
of rago i boialerouBlj cried out, "Away with him for an im- 
posing villain 1 If he were the Messiah, would you ever 
find him comin? out of Galilee? Search, and you will see 
thit out of Galilee ariseth no prophet ; neither can any good 
thing come from thence. Were I in your places, I would 
rather be subject to the Romans for ever, than suffer this 
fellow to reign over me. I hate his person; I hate his at- 
tendants; I hftte his laws and doctrmes; and, above all, I 
hato his pretensions to the crown of Israel It were low 
times with you indeed, if an obscure carpenter should be 
einlted to the throne, to reign over the Lord's mheritance." 

Fastosus. It is time for us to attend our industrious sub- 
jeels. Siiall we meet here to-morrow, at nooo, ae usual i 

All. Agreed, sir. We will meet 
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As axin as the infernal gentry decamped, I went home, 
anil found our parish priest at niy house. I thought tliii a 
good opportuuity of acquainting him with my adveoturK 
but he concluded, willi the rest of my neighbors, that mj 
'jraffl was disturbed, and that thiise imaginary gentry wero 
onl^ the fruits of detraction. However, as 1 thouirht itiy. 
Beit capable of judging between imagination and reaUiy, I left 
the parson to his mistake ; went to my closet to correct what 
I had Uken down ill tlie former part of the dey; and got all 
ready by the next day at noon, to listen to tlio sable gentry. 
Exactly at noon lliey caino; for 1 found them exceedingly 
punctual one with another. As soon as they were seated on 
their ebon thrones, they resumed their discourse ; and Inlide- 
lis thus began. 

I^FID£U8. It happened tliat the venerable rabbins held 
another council, to assist at which, the devils, Falax and 
Perfidiosua were invited. In tliis august assembly, tlie main 
thing to be considered was, by what possible means, right or 
wrong, they might peis^cute and destroy Jesus of Nazareth 
from the feco of the earth. The great rabbins and doctors, 
by this time, began to fear that if some decisive step was 
not speedily taken, all the country would become Nnzarenea. 
This induced them to apply to tiiose wortliy spirits, (who are 
known to be excellent contrivers) and fervently solicit their 
assistance. And, as they are by no means baahftil, they very 
soon euve the high sanhedrim satisGuition, 

" Venerable rabbins, said they, we are apprehensive that 
it will be very difficnlt to accomplish any tiling against this 
Jesus of Nazareth, unless we can stir up enemies against 
him, among those of his own household, and cause son- s, 
who eat bread at his table, to lift up their heel ai^inst 
liiin ; for you all know his conduct is perfectly unhkmnhle. 
Now we have, at no great distance, a notable limb of the 
devil, trained up in all the mazes of deep deceit and treach. 
ery, litte;! for such perdition. Him will we persu.ide to in- 
eratiate himself intc the lavor of Jesus, and lo become one 
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of his train. When this is done, lie Ehall act thn traitor, and 
betray him into your hands, notiiing doubling but you will 
then lake care to destroy his life, how innocent soever he 
niay bo." 

"Certainly wo will, rejoined the high priest; for it is ex- 
jredient that one should die for the people." Accordingly 
the devil was dispatched to tliis son of treachery, whose name 
was Judas Igcariot, who, being a plodding covetous man, in 
hope of getting a bag of monej;, took hia instructions from 
Perfidiosus, went and joined himself to the train of Jesus, 
and obtained a part iii the apostolic ministry. In the mean 
time, we, and the auxiliary Jews, did al! in our power to pre- 
vent the advancement of his evangelic kingdom, by bring- 
ing the person and ministry of Jesus mto as much contempt 
as possible. We represented him as a glutton, a drunkard, a 
Samaritan, a wizard ; and, in short, every thing that was 
bad. Ilis doctrine we represented as subversive of the law ; 
notwithstanding we know him to be holy, harmless, and un- 
defiled, separate from anners ; that he came to magnify the 
law, and make it honorable. Because his works were such 
as carried their own evidence with them, and which could 
in no means be contested, we persuaded many of the Jews^ 
that rtiey were performed by the power of Beelzebub. 
Others, who were hotter informed, being stirred up by the 
devil Malevolus, out of pure malice, fell in witli tie com- 
mon cry, and drfamed him as one who had intercourse with 
Satan; and thus they sealed themselves ours; as we need 
never fear losing a man atler he is capable of such transac- 

Jmpiator. And who were they chiefly, latlier, who thus 
atied the devilfe part so perfectly ae to sin onprdonablyl 

iNFiBELia. Not the vulgar, who knew not the law, I assure 
you; but men of priestly reverence, gentlemen in holy or- 
ders, gentlemen venerable for their erudition and literature; 
the doctors in divinity, the scribes of the law, the religious 
Pharisees were the inen, and their descendants have jn evenr 
age been their humble imitators. It is unknown how much 
the devil has been obliged to gentlemen of tlie gown, and 
fei scholiasts in ^neral. 

It happened, in process of time, our friend Judas found 
an opportunity to betray Iiim into the hands of the principal 
priests, for the aoodlv reward of thirJy pieces of silver ; fi» 
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even Judas would not serve the devU for nothing. At the 
same time my son Slavish Fear, who is a spirit of g'igantic 
sUiHite, fell upon and routed all his followers, so tliat none 
III* them remaineil with him in his last temptations, As soon 
as Immanuel was seized and fettered, thoy led him in tri- 
umph (o prison and judgment, where our steady friends. 
Hatred and Falshood, were appointed witnesses aguinst him 
In behalf of the commonwealth. So very h:\rd did they 
gwear against him, tliat he was ijrought in goilty of death, 
as iiad been agreed on beforehand. As soon as the jury of 
priests brought in their verdict, the devil Cnidelis, and Pi- 
late, who sat judge, arose and gave sentence against him ; 
which, for its singularity, I shall repeat 

1. That the Jewish plowers should make their furrows 
king and deep in his devoted flesh. 

2. That his lace should be marred wilh shame and spit- 
tintr. 

3. That his check should be bruised by the slavish hand 
of the barbarous smiter. 

4. That he should be delivered over, for furtlier torment, 
to those who pluck off the hair. 

■5. That, in mark of the greatest contempt, his temples 
should be torn with a mock crown of piercing thorns. 

6. That he should bo crushed to the earth beneath the 
weight of the cross, to which he was to he nailed for exe- 

7. That, b his eTrtreme torture, he should have no drink, 
6ut the sourest vinegar mixed with gall. 

3. That, in the most barbarous manner which devils, prin?ts, 
and soldiers could devise, his mangled body should he stretch- 
ed upon and nailed to the accursed wood. And, 

i). As unworthy of either, that he should be lifted up be- 
LwixC heaven and earth, a spectacle to devils and men, and 
Ihere hang till he was dead. 

As soon as the sentence was denounced, the devil Malev- 
dIus cried out, " Awny with him ! soldiera, away with him ! 
Co-ne, let uscri ^"-'-^ "' ' •> - ■- -■" 

Away with the 
to crucifixion. 

At the same time our infernal nobility were struck with 
amazement, at the seeming power which man had gained 
over Imraanuel; and great Beelzebub, in the m'dst of hii 
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astonishment, thus addressed his senators : ' Once was ths 
memorable time tliat we made such an alti-;n>pt to Eiibvetl 
the government of God, by resisting the power of Immauuel ; 
but great \¥as our defeat, and dismal our uuerthrow. Our 
designs were not onlj frastrated, but we ourselves, in the 
height of our confusion, fiercely hurled from the resplen- 
dent summit of primeift! glory, into the yawning gulf of un- 
fathomable perdition, where we are slill jeserved in these 
horrible chains, to the judgment of the great and terrihl 
day: — a day, the very thoughts of which make ihis noble 
frame of mine to tremble as the quaking asp. But how it 
comes to pass I know not, these earth-born sons of ours seem 
exceedingly to surpass us in power: for I saw tmmanuel 
stand fettered at their bar ; dumb as a sheep before her 
Ehearors, heopened not his mouth. I am much afraid there 

is some hidden mystery in it. What is this? My 

undaunted mind is not wont to misgive me thus! 

What can this unusual tremor, which now invades my heart, 
portend ! — I hate timidity, and yet I cannot help fearing, 
that this commotion of my intellects is ominous of some 
event, fiital to our interest 

" I cannot deem it possible that the God of heaven and 
earth would patiently submit to such indignities, hod he not 
some ends lo answer by it, to which we at present are 
strangers. Often have I prophesied true; but O may my 
prophetic mind be mistaken in its present timorous fore- 
bodings! Meanwhile, let us, my infernal brethren, harden 
onrseives in despair; for it is now long since hope took 
wing and fled from these dreary mansions. Strong in fury, 
and firod with revenge, let us quit ourselves like dei'ils and 
avowed enemies of righteousness. As forme, I hold it good 
that we instanOy fly to the assistance of our devoted friends 
the Jews, Having this unexpected opportunity, let us not 
foil to improve it to the best advantage -, let it not be owing 
to our nogligence, if the state of Immaniiel be not o\(:t- 
tomed. I*t us not have the hell to reflect, that we omitted 
any thing which might tend to promote the interest of datk- 

Great Beelzebub finishing here, and his motion being 
•iniversally approved of, all the legions of reprobate angels, 
a few excepted, who were left fo look after the afairs of the 
damned, took wing for earth, to assist at so very amazing an 
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execution. Arrived at Calvary, they ftitmcd themselves 
iiito an invisible ring- around the elevated cross, where, to 
their unspeakable astonishment and wonder, hung Immanuel, 
the maker of the world; and you may be assured they did 
not fail, as fer as it was in the power of fellen spirits, to 
lorment his oppressed souL Ay, ay, so successful were we 
(ievils, priests, and soldiers that day, that no less was lioped 
for than a decisive victory over the Son of God. 

But, how shall I speak it 1 to the everlasting mortifica 
tioii of the infernal peers, just aa Immanuel was, to all ap- 
pearance, ready to expire, on a sudden he exerted his mighty 
power, seized old Beelzebub and dashed him against the 
cross, then casting him to the earth, he so bruised the head 
of the serpent with his heel, that there is great reason tc 
believe he will never recover as long as he lives. It would 
have grieved the heart of the very Crudelis himself, to see 
the abuse which our great and vcnerahle parent received 
on that occasion. 

luPii-roR. Well, sire, I cannot but think how truly the 
prophetic mind of Beekebub foreboded his misfortune. But 
what were the rest of the chiefe a-doing 1 Why did not all 
the veterans flee to his assistance? 

Ineidblis. a pertinent question, indeed, considering by 
whom it is made, my son. But I assure you, we were never 
BO greatly mistaken in our days as at that time. For when 
we thought ourselves sure of the victory, to our sad expe- 
rience we learned, that Immanuel was the stroneest in 
deatii. For even when he was dying, he laid us all under 
Ihe most perfect arrest; none ot us could take one Bte|i, 
eitlier backward or forward, but as he gave permission ; so 
that, bemg spoiled of all our power, we could not help our- 
selves, much less the afflicted prince. This done, he cried 
out with a voice which siiook the very foundations of hoth 
earth and hell, " It is finished," and was then conveyed by 
deaUi into an invisible state. 

This done, once more we thought the day our own. But 
here, I cannot omit that fearful stagnation of nature which 
happened then, and the setof new preachers which were in- 
troduced. For, when all under our influence liad forsaken 
Immanuel, who was betrayed by one, denied by another, 
and forsaken by all his preachers, the indignant sun could 
not endure that sight; as if angry and ashamed at the pn> 
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j;Bof the sons of men, he covtred his face with asa. 
ble cloud, and denied one soniling ray to delinquent earth 
whilst his Lord was ignominiously crucified. As if it had 
been seized with uncommon tremor, the earth itself fell 
into a tit of violent convulsions, the mountains reeled, the 
rocks rent, the graves opened, the dead a os and all to 
preach the sufferings of the God of natur An n bl 
hand rent the veil of the temple, that clotli f t dma y 
texture, in twain, from the top to the bottt rt 

was heard to say, " The glory is departed fr ra Isn I d 
now the most holy place is laid open." 

Death having conveyed Ironianuel to its I I m n ona 
the resolute, though maimed Beelzebub, ou gr t p n e 
recovered himself as much as was p<B3il)le, his head beuig 
incurably broken ; mustered his maimed forces and went to 
the assistance of Death, if possible, to keep Immanuel &it 
prisoner in the silent tomh. Kothing doubting, but if this 
could be, we should render all that he had heretofore done 
and suffered, null and void. The better to succeed in this 
important enterprise, we sealed the door of the sepulchre 
and set a watch of faithful soldiers, instructed by the chief 
ofthe Jewish priests; and still to make the security stronger, 
every fiend did his utmost to impose weights on the buried 
body of Immanuel, to prevent his resurtection from the soli- 
tary grave. 

But, to our eternal confusion, on the third day of his in- 
visible state, he arose, shook himself from the dust, came to 
the door of the sepulchre, burst it open, and laid hold on 
Death, who stood as sentinel next to the door of the tomh, 
trampled him under his feet, and, by main force, wrenched 
from him his poisonous sting, that sad repository of all his 
strength. This done he said, "Henceforth, monster, hast 
thou no power over the people for whom I have died." Then 
he broke impetuously through all the lines of martial infer- 
nals, who stood in firm phaknx around the tomb, and seized 
the lately wounded chief, who was very ill with a fever in 
his mind, arising from his disaster upon Mount Calvary. 
He took the fiend, the great Beelzebub, chained him to the 
axle of his chariot, mounted his seat, and rode triumphantly 
thnugh the gathering crowds of joyfiil saints, who on ;^lden 
puiions descended from heaven, in solemn strains, to hymn 
their all-conquering and triumphant Redeemer. 
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O my friends, tiiy dear infernals, it must have pierced 
vour hearts with the most poignant sorrow, to see iiim drag- 
ged in triumph through all Oie hosts of saints and angels, 
who feaclras stood in blazing ranks to see the longed foi 
jolemnity ; and, at the same time, to see our beloved friend 
Deathliegaspingfor life at tlie door of the sepulchre. Great 
"»as tJie confusiou of the uifernal brigades, when they saw 
their principalities spoiled, and Death and Satan so terribly 
liandled : yea, so tremendous was their amazement, that to 
sscape the avenging band of risen Immanuel, they retreated 
even to tlie nethermost depths of hell, and his scattered dis- 
ciples again resorted to his erected standard. But tlie 
greatest disappointment and consternation was, when we 
understood that after all our diiigence and hazardous exploits, 
we, with our auxiliary priests, &c. had done nolliing, hut 
what the hand and counsel of Giod had predetermined should 
be done; that by our seeming victory over Immanue), he 
had forever subdued us under his feet; and that all our 
hatred, envy and cruelly, was fiilly recompensed into our 
own bosoms ; now deeper damned than ever. 

AvABo. IJ& '. father, these were troubles indeed, such aa 
do not happen every day : but it is not for us to desist from 
tempting when our designs miscarry; then should we not 
act the part of desperadoes, such as we are. 

Infiqeus. Ah, gentiemen, great was the cause of my 
dismay ; for Immanuel gave such demonstration of hi? 
Messiaiiship, that all which was written in the prophet? 
concerning him, was exactly fiilBUed in his life and death. 
Vea, so very striking was the evidence, that many cried, 
"Truly this is a just man;" and others, "Truly tliis is the 
Son of God." Therefore I greatly feared that all the world 
would become believers in him, and consequently shake off 
my yoke. But I was much obliged to my good friends, the 
Jewish clergymen; for Iheir reverences greatly befriended 
me, and warmly espoused my interest ; exerted their ulinoit 
power to establish the throne of great Infidelis, and to de- 
stroy the early seeds of Christianity, sown by Immanuel, and 
now beginning to grow. 

Immanuel having, in opposition toall the powers of dark- 
ness, finished the work for which he came down to the earth, 
he ttiumiihantly ascended to his native heaven, to the pri 
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meval embraces of his Eternal Father, and assumed all tJw 
ensigns of empyrean fflory. 

Soon after this, the high festival of pentecost drew on, and 
1, as formerly, attended at Jeroialem, in the midst of many 
tlioosands, whd, according to the kw, came up lo worship 
upon that occasion, not only from Judea, but from nations 
very remote. I dreaded no harm at the hands of a few illit- 
(■r!itc fishermen, having not been informed that any of the 
rulers, or of the scribes and phariaees, had believed in J^us; 
and therefore was at no pains to prevent the multitude 
coming up to the solemnity as usual. But here was another 
shocit ray kingdom eustabed ; for Peter, Uie fisherman, wh:^ 
eo very lately, like a dastard, impiously denied his Lord with 
profane oaths, now filled with the Holy Ghost, stood up in 
the midst, and clearly proved that Jesus was the very Mes- 
siah ; and upon this occasion played off the heavy artillery 
of Sinai on the consciences of my people, whicli was attended 
with success bo fiital to ine, that no less than three tliousand 
were pierced through the lieart at once, and fi?ll on the ficli 
of action. Kow it was tliat my ei-il apprehensions went 
again alarmed, plainly perceiving, that the artillery of the 
word was Jevelled against my person, and that the first end 
of the gospel was Ine subversbn of my diabolical govern- 
ment. However, I drew up all the forces which I possibly 
coald, in the hurry of that surprise, my soldiers crying out 
as they gave the volley, "These men are drunken with new 
wine." It was but a poor opposition to doctrine so powerful, 
1 allow ; but it was the best that could at tliat time be made ; 
for we were obliged to retreat in much confusion, and leave 
the Christian fishermen maaters of the field. 

As soon as we were a little recovered from the disorder 
into which that unexpected misfortune had plunged us, I 
summoned a council of war, in which the self-righteous 
Jews were the principal, next to our infernal train. I my- 
self gave special orders, tliat some metliod should be con- 
certed effectually to destroy the name of Jesus ; for, said 1, 
" If we let Ihem alone, all the people will believe in their 
doctrine," In this council it was resolved, to raise an army 
of those who were the greatest adversaries to the name of 
Jesus, to whom orders Siould be given to kill, destroy, and 
cause to perish, all who believed in this way, until the 
Christian religion should be banished from the face of the 
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earth. This army was raised, and tlie command given to 
Saul of Tarsus; at tliat time a mighty zealot for us, and 
who, for a season, made dreadful havoc of ail that believed 
i;ontrary to the faith of the priesla For it ought to he oli- 
sorved, that the opinion of the priests has been esteemed 
true orthodoxy, and the only feich, in all ages and countries 
But here another sad disappointment and loss befell me ; 
for as thU same captain Saul was on his march to Damas- 
cus, to fight a pitched battle with the Christians, it so fel 
out tliat Immanuel himaelf was taking a tour in the vallev 
to see how the pomegranates budded, and falling in with 
trustj? Saul on his journey, unveiled his own personal excel- 
lencies to him, and laid him under an Immediate arrest As 
soon as he saw the beauties of Immanuel, he felt the most 
sincere esteem for his person, and conceived the most ex- 
alted sentiments of his friendship and love. Yea, be was 
even so much grieved thai ever he had drawn his sword 
against him, that he renounced the service of Infidelis on 
the spot, took the oath of ancgiance to Jesus, and thence- 
forward hated my person and government with the most 
perfect liatred, and did what he could to overturn our slate 
and subvert our government. 

Immanuel having the most tender regard for Saul, gave 
him a new name written upon a white stone, appointed him 
one of his prime ministers, and sent him on an embassy to 
my subjects to negotiate a revolt from me. 

You cannot conceive the astonishment the Jewish clergy 
were in, when swift-winged fame arrived and hlowed abroad 
in every street, that Saul, who was formerly so zealous for 
our interest, was now become a ringleader of the sect of 
^a^arelles, and was likely to do us more mischief than all 
who had gone before him. 

By this time several of the Jewish rabbins rebelled 
against me, and joined themselves to the Nasarenes, who 
now made it their whole business to go from place to placo 
exhorting my subjects to revolt, exposing my deformity an 
devilishnesB, to all they met with. O ! those were trying 
times; for notwithstanding we had forces out agamst them 
m every quarter of the world, to impede tlieir progress, tl* 
word of God by their means prevailed in ?ueh a manner, 
that it was beyond our poiver to suppress it: for, if we 
iJurned one Nazamnc, two more presently sprang up out of 
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bis aslies. Eve RoniP itself, then the mclropolis of the 
world and seat i>t pa^d.n virtue, and Athens, where Miner- 
va was said to have been trained up, were soon infested 
with this new doctrine, and very considerable numbers in 
them, durst oppose our government and dispute our title to 
empire ; even aUeging that tlie wisdom of this world is 
foolishness witii God, and that all pagan virtue is but dross 
and dung- in comparison of the gospel of Christ Jesus. 

ilowever, to cut my story aa short as may be, after many 
hundred tliousanda of the Nazarenes were slain, my sub- 
jects became weary of the war. By this time they saw 
clearly tliat persecuting them to death only served to in- 
are;i¥C their number and strenrth : so tliat if those restless 
devils, MalevoJus and Crudefis, would have been tjuiet, 
they would gladly have dropped their weapon, and agreed 
to a cessation of hostilities with the Christians. 

lupiATOR. Little judgment as I an> allowed to have of 
historical aflairs, I myself have seen what effect op|>osit:on 
usually hath upon that class of people ; for if in any place 
where my standard is more eminently elevated, there hap- 
pened to be any of that sect, you siiali find them more fer- 
vent in their study of virtue, and zealous in tlieir opposi- 
tion to me, than in lliose provinces where Morality or Ci- 
vility preside. Ah ! gentlemen, we have had trying times 

Intidelis. Trying times indeed. For notwithstanding 
the fervent zeal of Malevolus and Crudelis, the many sore 
campaigns they had served so enervated their arms, that, 
although their principles remained implacable, they were 
even oblifred to sit down in despair of ever being able to 
extirpate the religion of Jesus from tlie world. 

But my fertile brain soon produced fresh devices. Seeing 
many of my temples forsaken, and my idols without mer- 
cy throwTi to the pavement, I began to think of other expe- 
liienls to impede the progress of Christianity. 1 labo>ed to 
introduce Ease, and her handmaid Prosperity, among the 
Christians, not without hope, that when they were fuJIthey 
would forest their God. The better (o favor this deep con- 
trivance, 1 persuaded the valiant Crudelis lo scabbard his 
eword for a season, and leave the people of our heart to the 
possession of their tranquillity. 

It was not ion^r that this scheme had been put in prac 
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tice, ere I began lo reap the frait of tny wisdom ; for Ease 
and Prosperity wrought more to my advantage, tiian all the 
exciirfiions of the devii Cmdelis. When they were at ease 
froiii the lash of persecution, they were foolish enough to 
quarrel among themselves, grievously bit and devoured one 
another, the cause of their strife for the most part being, 
who should be the greatest 

Fastosus. a very important question, much canvassed, 
but never as yet resolved. Had I been a clergyman instead 
cif a devil, I had certainly been a great cusuist in this part 
of school theoIcCT Never was a point of doctrine more 
helaiwred certainly than this, and never were people more 
divided in aentimunts than about this resolution, even frum 
tlie groat church of Turkey down In the smalleflt disspnt- 
ing congregation. The divmes of the established church in 
Turkey stand stiffly to it, that Mahomet and themselves 
oiiirlit to preside over iil) the bolievhin- world. The doctors 
of France, Spain and Italy, are as Ermly persuaded that 
pre-eminence is due to none but his holiness and them- 
selves , and that all who are not of the same opinion, are 
certainly in a state of damnation. 

As for their reverences in England, though they will 
deny no honor to his popeship, which really is his due, they 
will submit to none as the leading priest hut his Grace of 
Canterbury, and consider that church which they are the 
pillars of, as tlie purest establishment that the lower world 
can boast of Others indeed there are who greatly question 
his Grace's right to preside, and therefore refuse to bow to 
his mitre, and therefore resolving to be enslaved in their 
own way. Hence, although the reverend members of the 
associate synod cannot in conscience submit to the cor- 
rupt governors of the kirk of Scotland, all of whom they 
have long since recommended to the care of the devil, 
much less can they bow to a metropolitan, whom they call 
the image of the pope, they can very cordially submit to 
[he government of the reverend Blr. Adam Gibb; because 
tliey tliemselves had the pleasure of choosing him. That 
Qoes a groat way. And hence it is, every society has its 

Pope. The venerable of at submit for the 

same reason to the great ; and the of to the 

rev. ; so that, it is not submission itself tliat is object- 
ed lo, so much as the mode of it : for gentlemen will be 
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Bubraisave enough, may they but choose a pope for them- 
selves. But remember this, whoever ia chosen the pope of 
H. party, is by hie partisans always deemed the greatest. 
For instance, at the foundary, none is so great as the Rev. 
Mr. John Wesley, sometime fellow of Lincoln, Ojton.' And 

It tlie none ever preaclied or wrote like the great 

, D, D. author of , and of , and of , &r 

Ac &c. But amongst them all, a very few are found, who 
consider Jeeus Christ as the greatest, and who properly call 
nim Master. 

AvARo. I thought Immanuel had settled that point 'ong 
aga Did he not establish this rule for the observance of 
bis disciples, " Whosoever will be great among you, let him 
he your minister ; and whosoever will be chief among you, 
let him he your servant" Did not Uie divmes abide by his 
determination ? 

FiSTOsue. No, Avaro. Quite the reverse : for the school- 
men will have it, that he who is chief shall be lord over his 
brethren. By these means they have annexed a certain de- 
gree of nobility to their religion, which Jesus never intended 
to be joined with his. But we hinder the reverend Infidelis 
proceeding with his story. 

Infidelis. Those female fiends, the ladies Prosperity and 
Ease, as plenipotentiaries for Beelzebub, made great propo- 
sals to them; and indeed they soon established kingdoms, 
principalities, and powers, of the Christian name. 

Then were the Christians able to maintain themselves 
against their pagan neighbors, my professed subjects. This 
1 patiently bore, believing that the martial spirit o'^ '' " 



kingilora. 

Those reverend ladies, Piosperity and Ease, hiid not been 
long amongst them, ere many who bore the Christian name 
were desirous of coming to terms of agreement with me ; 
nut upon this express condition, " That in the treaty of 
amity bctwi^ct them and me, it should be stipulated that 
they still be called by the name of Christ, d^r it was now 
hecome scandalous lo bear the name of anotlier." This 
request I thought reasonable enough, and that to grant it 
would be no very great concession on my part; therefore I 
readily agreed, and tiie treaty was conlirnieii. It is an in- 
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variable rnle with me, that it is not very mati rial wliethe" 
a man is called a Christian or not, provided I have but safe 
possession of his heart ; tor names do not change the nature 
of things. 

This amiable fiend, lady Prosperity, rested not in iief 
pleasing operations, until she had quite reduced the oriental 
nations to such a degree of reason, tliat they petitioned my 
personal return among Ihem ; and, as my loving subjects, 
returned to their allegiance. Having now secured the ori- 
ental, the splendid lady and me undertook tl)e conquest of 
the occidental church; and, the better to succeed in our 
enterprise, we fised our abode at Rome, fiimous both for an- 
cient and modern paganism. As for me, I knew it was ne- 
cessary I should remain incognito, until a fair opportunity 
should offer for my emerging out of darkness; but my lady 
Prosperity decked herself in her richest attire and openly 
resided among the Christians, who were bo ravished with 
her excellent beauties, that he was deemed the most happy 
man who could prevail with her excellency to take up her 
lodging in his house. Her ladyship, you know, is not to be 
won by every one who addresses her. Here she acted ac- 
cording to previous instructions, and made free with the 
bishops house as best suited to our purpose. 

Wonderful were the works which she performed there; 
for, at her first arrival, the bishop was no more than a plain, 
honest man, having but one congregation in his diocese; 
but £rst she created him Reverend ; tiien his lordship; then 
his grace ; and after that, his holiness, &c. Indeed, the (-a^ 
Uominion and immense revenues which she conferred on 
him, so swelled the haughty prelate, that, not contented with 
the honors then possessed, he claimed dominion over all as 
the fether of the whole world. Even this was short of giv- 
ing content, unless he should also reign over heaven and 
hell; therefore he hath seized the gates of both, and lets 
in and out just whom he pleases. Nothing short of arro- 
gating (o himself the prerogatives of the Almiiriity could 
salis^ his ambition, such as his holiness, inFaliibility, su- 
premacy, &c. The devil himself never aimed at higher 
things. In the meanwhile, her ladyship, at her leisure hours, 
wmted on those who were of any account among the Chris- 
tians, who, for the most part, had nothing of Christianity bul 
(lie name. Some, indeed, were firmly attached to tmmanuel, 
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who could nut be bribed evpn by her lar^Pst offers ; but 
their number was compBratiiely email Seeing the pro- 
gress whi_h I'rTaperitv made, thej went abuut the streeU 
tompkining- ii some such nords as these "This harlot, 
Protpenty, will be the ruin of Christianity," 

In proceea of time, I was sent for to the bishop's court, he 
heing entirely reconciled to me. The worthy prelate re- 
ceived me witli all the reverence due to my person, and laid 
before me a beloved scheme, which he had designed, and 
of which he desired my opinion. 

Having maturely digested his plan, I replied, "Worthy 
and self-adoring sir, has your holiness power sufficient to 
defend your dei^ship, providing your divinity should be 
called in question?" To which his holiness said: "Yes,ye£^ 
yes, I have, I have. There are several potent princes, who 
will conspire to make me omnipotent. They will spend 
their substance, depopulate their dominions, destroy theuf 
bodies, damn their own souls, and the souls of their sub- 
jects, m defence of my godhead. There are many wise 
priests also, who will contribute all their wisdom, for their 
own emolument, to make me omniscient or infallible." Hav- 
ing such an agreeable account of his holiness's afiairs, I re- 
solved all his scruples at once, for thus I addressed him: 
" Most subtle of all the priests, if thus you are supported, I 
think all things go very fevorably. Therefore lose no time 
in publishing to the world your excellent scheme of di- 
vinity; let it be proclaimed that henceforth you are no longer 

Impiator. His holiness was in the right of it to disclaim 
humanity. What mortal man was ever endowed with such 
qualities as are hisl What mere man was ever intallible? 
Not Peter, he fell low euou^. Infellibility is an essential 
attribute of Godhead, and his holiness being possessed of 
that, must needs be God, What man ever did, or ever will 
reign with despotic power over all the priests and princes 
of "the earth, putting down one and exalting another at his 
pleasure, like his holiness. It is by him that kings reign, 
and princes decree judgment; and not by the Almighty, at 
formerly. Therefore his holiness can be no mortal man 
And yet a mortal god is a strange sort of character. 

Infideus. The great priest thanked me for my good ad- 
vice, secretly renunced the name of Jesus, aiid swore alle- 
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giance to me; called for FaUx, whom he chose fia: hi* 
scrivener, and I'trddiosus, whom he appum^d secretary. 
Then, with ali convenient speed, issued forth an edict, in 
which it was declared — 

1. That the word of God is no longer of any force, Ut 
decide religious controversies; but that the hare word of 
his holiness at Rome should determine m every case. 

3. Tliat no man, henceforward, should dare to seajcl: the 
scriptures, contrary to the resolution of the apostolic chair; 
the Bible being condemned as a book foil of heresy and Pro- 
testant tenets; containing many things pernicious to the 
souls of men, and very derogatory frran the honor of hoiy 
mollier church. 

3. That tlie pope's Bible, or canons, decrees, and legends, 
aie Ifi be held as the only role of tiiith and practice, ex- 
clusive of all others, under pain of eternal damnation. 

•1. That God, who made heaven and earth, liatli no longer 
power t« save or damn any man, without the pope's permis- 
eioii ; and that the infiillibie bishop of Rome would save ajid 
damn whom he should think proper. 

5. Notice wai given to all whorn it mi"ht concern, thai 
tlie free pardons were already all expended. So that a for- 
mer proclamation, made from another quarter, which held 
forth nothing but free pardons, is to be held null and void ; 
and that, in future, no man may expect pardon, unless the 
full price is paid into the hand of a iaithful priest, as dele- 
gate of his holinesa 

a That the Holy Ghost is to be deemed incapable of the 
work of aanctification; all the souls he hath undeitaken^ to 
cleanse having be< 
fore they passed tl 
be named. 

7. Advertisement: That his holiness the pope has, at 
great expense, obtained a very large quantity of the most 
purifying fire in hell, t(^gether with a battalion of the most 
skilful furies of tlie pit to work tlie flames, both of which 
he hath placed in limbo, alias purgatory, where, for a pro- 
portionable sum promptly paid unto one of his holiness's vas- 
sals, or priests, any Catholic spectre shall be burned as white 
Bs a bishop's hand. 

8. The bntter to encourage this branch of priestcraft, it 
wa& declared, that no case is quite desperate, but that of 
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those who abide tiy the Bible as the onlj rul&of taith aad 
practice. 

9. It was declared, that the Almighty hits no longer any 
power to support princes in their sovereignty, thut power 
having devolved upon his popeshipj wlio, for the future, 
would exalt or debase princes, as they proved steady or un- 
steady (0 liis interest. 

10. It was enacted, that no man shonld in the least call 
in question the pope's divinity, his supremacy, and infalli- 
bility; and every person thus ofiending, should be deemed 
an atheist, an heretic and traitor, and as such should be de- 

Now, my brother, having thus 6r carried on my history, 
let mo beg you to recite some part of yours. 

Fastosus. With ail my heart, brother; but it must he to- 
morrow niornjr - Our time is now spent BusinoHs must 
be attended, or it will wither and decay. 



DIALOGUE Xl. 



P.iSTosrB. Pray, Crudelia, what is this mighty afeir, that 
so highly tickles your fancy] Let your kindred share in 
jour mirfli, I beseech you. 

CftusEus. Yesterday afternoon I was conjured up by 
'Squire Broadfield, to assist in the whipping of a poor man, 
who, being ready to perish with hunger, unluckily begged a 
morsel of bread at his door. But, before I give you an ac- 
count of the whipping, 1 shall first give you a spicimen of 
the^ntleinan's character. 

'Squire Broadfield is a gentlemnn, and justice of peace. 
He is worth five thousand pounds a year; and that is enough 
to miike him a gentleman, even if his fether had beenaheg- 
gar; to make lum wise, though born a fool; learned, aitiiough 
a very dunce. Indeed it must be owned, the principal part 
of his worship's education was had under Dr. RingwooJ and 
Dr. Jowler, the celebrated tutors of his kennel. Their max- 
ims he perfectly understuids, and tlieir virtues he has adopt 
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ed. But, five thousand a year, you know, makes the study 

of the kennel truly classical. 

Talk you of Orphejs to him, his^^worship proposes Uie 
Tirtoe of Rin^wood to your consideratioa Do you admire 
the ardor which flames in Uie Iliads, his worship says, no 
music like the voice of Jowler. Tel] him of the majesty 
of Virgil, he will tid you mind well the gait of his horse, 
what a majestic creature he is. An emperor, says he, 
might be proud to ride such another. Do you recommend 
tlie pleasures of sdid learning- to him, he is in raptures 
about the diversions of the chase. As yet he hath avoided 
the yoke of matrimony ; not that he was ever an admirer 
of continence, 'few gentlemen being more conversant with 
the fur sex than his worship. He keeps in his house a 
wanton train of over-fed servants, the superfluities of whose 
table would comfort the bowels of many indigent ; besides 
a pack of hounds, which devour more than serves to main- 
tain all the poor in the parish workhouse. But this miserable 
wretch, who cannot work, because he is lame, and having 
no panah to flee to for relief, ehooseth to beg rather than 
steal, for which his worship ordered him to be severely 
whipt by my good son tlie beadle, until he shall be made 
willmg, either to steal for a living, or to die of hunger. 

Impiator. I am not certain that John Ketch, jEiq. of 
fital character, had any hand in procuring the law for whip- 
ping heg^rs ; but certainly it adds greatly to his revenue. 
Nor am I certain tliat it was made on purpose to drive 
vagrants from begging to stealing, in order more speedily 
to ease Ihe nation of such a burden; but certain I am, it 
greatly helps to fill up the Tyburn Chronicle. But what 

Crudgus. As the poor lame fellow was confronted by tht 
beadle, and was convinced of tlie reality of his woreiiip'a 
benevolent intention to have him well fli^ged, he fell on bra 
knees, and implored mercy fyr God's sake, and for Christ's 
sake, &c promising that if he might be forgiven Oiia 
once, he would never return to these parts any more. He 
rieadcd his indigence, his hungry belly, his lameness, his 
belonging to no parish, and every thing his fear could de- 
Tise; but all served only to harden tlie justice's heart the 
raore. He ordered the beadle to take him away, and to do 
his duty immediately. The beadle signified Co hijn, as they 
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drew near tu the whipping-post, that he felt some rekntingB 
of heart towards him ; and that if he could only give hirp a 
handsome fee, he would 6vor him as much as his reputation 
would admit of Bui, upon inquiry, finding that Ihe old fel- 
low was so wicked as to have no money, his htart became 
like braaa, and he resolved to ply him thoroughly, to the sat- 
is&ction of his worship. Accoroingly, when 'Squire Btoad- 
field and me arrived in company to see the sport, there was 
the poor rascal, whose poverty was his principal crime, tied 
to tlie post, and mangled with the cord, which the lusty beadk 
plied with nervous arm. 

Oh r how his worship and me did laugh to see the villain, 
whose poverty was otetinite, leaping, as his lameness would 
let him, and writhing his bloody back, as the whip waa lustily 
played about him by the sturdy beadle; who, for his par', 
would rob, and steal, and do any thing, rather than be whip, 
ped by a trusty brother of the trade ; yea, would act ten 
thousand villanies, rather than die of hunger. This fellow 
must be a most incorrigible rogue, to be sure, if he is not 
willing, by this tune, either (o steal and be hanged, or pa- 
tiently to die of an empty belly. 

Imfiator. What, Crudelis, have they made a law to whip 
all beggars that infest your country 1 

Crudelis. No, no, Impiator. I heartily wish there were 
such a law; for then t would even quit my devilship to be- 
come kmg of the beadles. If all the be^ars were to be 
punished at the whipping-post, (as I know no reason why 
they should not) perhaps his worehip himself, and his rever- 
ence the parson of the parish, would not escape a thorough 
drubbing. And yet, Crudelis as my name is, T think the 
whip-beggar-law is very partial and unjust, as it lays hold on 
none but poor petty beggars, who would be content with 
bread, shins of beef, and table-beer; whilst others may, with 
impunity, beg and obtain some thousands a year of the na- 
tion's money. 

What are all the ranksof mankind, but so many beggars! 
Does not his reverence, the inferior clergyman, beg a living 
from my lord bishop, or some neighbormg nobleman 1 and 
do not their lordships beg of the king! Do not the very 
members of parliament come, hat in Imnd, and meanly beg 
of the corporation, having no consciousness of worth in them- 
selves] Do not the pliant courtiers sue to tlie &vorite, for 
N 
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places of trust for sake of the profit! — Beggars all, except 
the stern patriot, a pelican which does not nppear once in a 
century. But if their lordships, the noble beggars, anj their 
honors, the gentlemen beggars, are to in; considered as au- 
tliors of the whipping law, I should have wondered indeed, 
if care had not been taken to exempt themselves from its 
penalty. 

The case stands exactly thus. If a gentleman, extrava- 
gant beyond liis revenue, hega for a thousand or two per an- 
num, he shall not only escape with nnpunity, but obtain hia 
suit; provided always he would be the hum''le pliant crea- 
ture of the minister; but if a poor, helpless, low-born wretch, 
pinched with hunger, happens to beg a piece of bread in an 
mterdicted place, he shall be eicercised at tlie whipping- 

IiwniELia 1 think, brother Fastosus, you a^eed to give 
us some account of your affairs. We should hold ourselves 
much honored by the lavor. But for this, I would beg the 
history of my son Crudelis, who makes himself so merry at 
the expense of foolish vicious mortals. 

Fastosus, His history might be entertaining enough, I 
euppose; but doubtless mine must be much more elegant and 
instructive, as my concerns have been mostly with vener- 
able gentlemen, and with none more than thosw of the sac- 
erdoUl function. 

Notwithstanding I prevailed with the Jews, almost unani- 
mously, to contemn the person and testimony of Jesus of 
Nazareth, the Christian religion gained ground in the world. 
Yea, the word of God grew mightily, and prevailed over 
the traditions of both Pagan and Jewish sages ; therefore, from 
thenceforward I found it necessary to deal deep in the things 
of religion. 

I b^an my trade with ecclesiastical titles, which wcro 
altogether unknown in the days of Christ end his apostles ; 
a set of goods very venerable with the populace, and wholly 
of mymanulacture; — an assortment of trifles, which greatly 
pleased the lords of religion, and forwarded tlie deep designs 
of priest-craft, 

Impiator. With your leave, sir, I Lave heard that all 
the lord bishops are descended in a rigbt line from the apos- 
tles; must it not then follow, tliat the convocation at Jeru 
ealem consisted of tlie most reverend fathers in God, their 
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graces, my lord Peter, my lord Paul,&c.&c. metropolitans; 
and tlie right reverend fathers in Ciod, my lord Steplien, my 
lord Philip, tny lord Timothy, my lord Barnabas, &c dioce- 

Infidblis. Son, you ought not to interrupt your honor- 
able uncle. You may remember that tliese titles are all of 

Fastosl-s. My nephew shall hear, if he will but have a 
little patience. The famous lady Prosperity and you, bro- 
ther, had not been a very great while at Rome, before I 
found sufficient encouragement to erect my office for vend- 
ins sacerdotal titles there, and I must own that for many 

{ears I had a brisk run of trade, until in fact tlie church 
ad rooin for no more, ftora the great infiJIible priest at 
Rome down to a CumberlMnd curate. The first production 
of tliis kind was a very brilliant medal, inscribed with tliese 
five capita] letters, P. A. T. E. R. which having finished, I 
presented at a general convocation of bishops, who os yet 
were not become reverend. They were highly pleased with 
the device, having never seen such a thing before. The 
worthies examined it, one after another, and all found that 
the venerable letters, well put together, and properly m- 
terpreted, signified Father. And certainly the event has 
proved, that great is the magical power of this medal. 

Every one said to his fellow, " What can be more agree- 
able to our functjon than this venerable title ! Are not we 
the lathers of the people?" They forgot that One is the 
felher of the people, even God. I was therefore desired, 
with ali speed, to procure a like medal for every member 
of this auirust assembly. Soon after this, I provided medals 
more highly finished, and inscribed, 

P, A, T, E, I, A, R, C. H, A, 
one of which I bestowal on the holy liisbop of Rome ; a 
■second I gave to the bishop of Alexandria; a third to that 
of Constantinople, a fourth to that of Jerusalem ; and a fifth 
to hitn who presided in the church of Antioch. In all which 
places my medals were jnore highly valued than the finest 
ruby ; and he who could by any means obtain one of tliem, 
was supposed to be elevated far above the common rank ot 
mortals. 
Long and very successfully had I followed that raedallioD 
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trade, when a famous and worthy prelate of Rome, who waa 
a great admirer of my productions, came into my office. Af 
ter doing- oheisaiice to me, and turning over my pretty de- 
vices, he asked me, " If ! thought, with all my ingenuity, I 
could produce a genuine medal with this inscription, 
P, A, P, A, S, : S, U, P, R, E, M, U, S. 
EPISCOPUS UNIVERSAL! S." 
I told him, that if all the artists in hell were to unite their 
wisdom in one mechanical head, it would be utterly impos- 
sible; for, said I, the whole creation doth not furnish suffi- 
cient materials. But if it please your holiness, I can make 
you a sham medal of that sort, which may perhaps answer 
all the ends you have in view, as well as if it were reaL 
Oh ! said he, I care not, for my part, whether it is real or 
counterfeit, if I can only, by your assistance, my worthy 
Fastosus, impose upon the credulity of mankind, and make 
the world believe that I am supreme pope and universal 
bishop; then I should reign with despotic power over the 
estates and consciences of a!l Christians. My good friend, 
please you to make me the medal, and I will cause the 
world to believe that I had it from the Almighty, with let- 
icra patent under the broad seal of heaven, for the sole use 
of it to me and my successors for ever. " I well know, re- 
turned I, that your holiness means no more, than in a piotis 
manner to impose the cheat upon the world, the better to 
fill your coffers, and aggrandize your name ; in which laud- 
able undertaking your adored Fastosus shall be ever ready 
to direct and assist." 

To work I went, having called in the assistance of seve- 
ral of our friends, and made a counterfeit medal, in the 
likeness of a treble crown, with certain inscriptions of the 
cabalistic kind upon it. They were short but pithy sen- 
tences, as you shall hear. 

On the one side of the first crown was inscribed. He thai 
is honored as the wearer of this modal, is possessed of infal- 
lible knowledge. Opposite to that was carved, in line Ital- 
ian, He is supreme over all laws, divine and human. On 
the right side of the second crown, were these words, in 
large capitals. This is the head of the Church. On the left 
were these. This is the vicar of Christ, and iiiccesaor ol 
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Peter. On the third and uppermost crown were ttie follow- 
ing, The keys of heaven, hell, and pargatory, are in his pos- 
BCEsion, and used only at his pleasure. Round the edge wa? 
this writing. He reigneth supreme over all the kin^ of the 
earth, putleth down one, and exalteth another at his plea- 

When finished, 1 presented it to the arch-prelate, who re- 
ceived it with all imaginahle thankfulnesa, viewed it with 
the most exquiate delight, and oflener than once, protested 
by his intallibility that he had never seen anything contri- 
ved with equal art, nor bo suitably adapted to his aspirmg 
nriociples. Transported with joy, be cried out, " O thou in- 
genious spirit I bless thee for thy assistance ! This precious 
medal will exalt my name above all that is called God ; all 
the European princes will now become my vassals, and the 
adorers of my priestly ranjesty. But, to complete the work, 
I pray thee, good Fastosua, think of some suitable device 
for me, by which I may bind all the various ranks of the 
clergy to my interest ; for I shall never dare to show my 
miraculous medal, nor divulge the delightful inscriptions on 
it, unless I have something of the like nature lo present to 
their reverences; for this alone will excite them to favor 
the cheat. As for laymen, the scum of nature, I regard 
not them. Tliey are asses, upon whom we diall ride with 
pleasure and profit; and if at any time they ride restif, we 
will tame them with the rod of discipline, and so belabor 
them with the cudgel of excommunication, that with gkd- 
nasa tliey shall submit implicitly to our decisions. Could 
not tiie "reat Fastosus strike me a variety of medals, of dif- 
ferent worth and designs, and lodge them safely in my pos- 
session, tlial I may have the sole distribution of them among 
my depending clergy ; for unless they cleave as close to nie, 
as the scales to the back of Leviathui, I shall never be able 
to support my pretensions to infallibility and supremacy. 

To which I replied, " Great priest, in order to bind the 
clerCT inviolably to your interest, let me advise you to lake 
care" that your decisions be always in their favor: place 
your own grandeur in front of all your proceedings, and let 
theirs immediately follow it." Which advice the good man 
cordiallv embraced, and ever since has invariably followed 
il with the utmost precision. 

From henceforth, continued T, I give you fiill power and 
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authority to preside over all those medals which I have al- 
ready issued forth ; and for the future, the disposal of them 
shall be at your holiness' pleasure. I will moreover add to 
the number, and you shall have more than sufficient to sain 
all the clergy to your party. But observe, you must receive 
this power at the hand of great Fastosus ; for it is by me 
alone that you can lord it over the estates and consciences 
of men. The great prelate heard with attention, and then 
rejoined, "Mighty Fastosus, if you will oblige me in this, 
you may depend upon me and all my successors as faithful 
subjects; implicitly obedient servants to your highneps, and 
your father Beelzebub. Nor do I doul)t but the rest of the 
pnests, for the sake of power, will be equally loyal to you, 
and implacable enemies to Iraraanuel ; therefore your kind- 
nesses shall be gratefully retHmed on our parts." 

" Very well, said I, but be sure that all your villany be 
carried on under Ihe show of sanctity, otherwise you will 
do us but little service." 

AvARa Then, sir, by what you say, it may be concluded, 
the hoary prelate at Rome is very sensible Uiat he is Beel- 
zebub's agent, and that all his pretensions, beyonii those of 
the lowest pastor, are an impositioa 

Fastosus. Ves, Avaro, he knows it very well, and that 
makes him the more like unto us. Indeed the cheat is so 
pnlpable, that any one who has read his Bible with atten- 
tion must needs see through it. But by these proceed- 
mgs, I soon found I had cut out a great deal of work for 
myself, so that I was obliged to be doubly diligent. How- 
ever, my sole delight being to promote the works of dark- 
ness, I soon struck off seventy new medals, inscribed Car- 
DiNALis. These I presented tu his holiness, who examined 
them with great attention, and was highly pleased with the 
ingenloiis device. 

"Most noble spirit, said he tome, these medals, I per- 
ceive, will raise the gentlemen who receive them next in 
dignity to myself; and they will be the fii^t and most able 
to support the see of Home." You must needs know, my 
friends, that this prediction has been fully accomplished. 
For in all ages, since tlie cardinals have received Uieit 
medals, they have been truly indefatigable in establishm? 
Jie power and supremacy of (he Pope. His holiness a^ 
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I'lKy bemg ao intimately connected, that they must stand or 
lall tdgetier. 

In the ne:it place, 1 struck off a considerable number, 
somewhat iurfuior to the former, distinguished by a Milre 
on one side, and on tiie other by the inscription Aachi-epis- 
copua ; which, in like manner, I presented to the fiither of 
the world, much to his satisfection. These, said he, shall 
fix the class next to the former, and I doubt not but every 
one of them will he sufficiently obsequious, in expectation 
of a cardinal's hat The archbiriiops being thus disposed of; 
I took ail the diocesan medals, which I had formerly pro- 
duced, and put them under tne care and disposal of the pre- 
late ; and he was pleased to ussign them to those, who were 
next in place to the archbishops, each one in humble ex- 
pectation of higher prefermenL 

AvARO. Hah, uncle! waa it you that made those titles, 
ascribed to the vftrious orders of the clergy 1 

Fastosus. Was it I, do you ask ] Yes, it was I indeed ! 
Who ever read in the New Testament, any thing at all 
about a supreme bishop, or about cardinals, and lord bishops! 
I made them all, I assure you, nephew; Uiough I will not 
affirm that every person who has borne these names, has 
been absolutely under the dominion of pride. 

To my great honor I speak it, Avaro, I ceased not when 
I had made their lordships the diocesans, but went on with 
my trade, until I had procured curious medals for a very 
great number of abbots, swaxms of monks and friars, Jesuits, 
franciscan and dominican friars, with a long train of et cet- 
eras, who soon appeared in shoals, as numerous as locusts 
when they ascend out of the bottomless pit Then followed 
the bare-headed capuchins, mendicants, penitents, pilgrims, 
&c. without number. Those religious gentry owe all their 
dignity to me, unless it may be that Avaro has some little 
hand in the matter. 

Avaro. You do me great honor, sir, in mentioning mo as 
a worker together with you. 

Fastosus. After all this, the subtle priest thought that 
the nntichristian hierarchy of Rorne could not stand upon a 
foundation solid enough, unless all, or at least some of the 
nrinces of Europe were invested with ecclesiastical titles, 
and so adopted into the new-mo^!elled church. Tiierefore, I 
Wd his holiness, that 1 had three highly finished medals by 



52 DIALOGUES 

me, ready prepared, fitting for royal personages. Here, said 
I, 13 one inscribed Rex Catliolicus; let it be presented to 
your servant liis majesty of Sjmin. Tliia second medal, in- 
scribed Rex Christianifisiinus, will be an acceptable present 
to your vassal the French king; and this third, inscribed 
Rex FidelissimuB, I advise you to bestow upon the little 
monarch of Portugal. His hoary holiness, wilh raptures, re- 
plied, "VerygDodt most noble Fastosus; this device will 
doubtles secure all these three princes, as so many pillarf^ 
to support my iniallibility. But what of the king of En":land, 
sir! I dreitd those islunJers. Is there no medqllion charm, 
by which that invincible prince can be secured to our in- 
terest ! I pray you, good FWosus, lend me an hand in this. 

! shall endeavor to serve your holiness, replied I, and 
then he withdrew. Soon after 1 presented him with a medal 
suited to his wish. It bore the inscription, Defensor Fide, 
and was given to the monarcli of England ; but, alas ! it has 
not answered our expectatbns; for this same monarch, in- 
stead fif defending tlie orthodox faith of Rome, was the first 
crowned bead that protested against the supremacy of the 
Italian bishop. 

AvARO. It is somewhat droll, that the king' of England, 
having shaken ofl' the yoke of Rome, should still keep pos- 
session of the medal, which his predecessors received as a 
present from the pope. One would think that when the 
pope himself was renounced, in strict justice, all his cifla 
should have been restored, and tlie title. Defender of^the 
Faith, have been by a Protestint prince rejected amongst 
the rest of Romish trumpery; but wonders never cease. 
Did you finish here, sir? 

Fastosus, No,Avaro,lassoreyou,manytitlesbesidesthese 
were first issued fi^m my ofiice, such as his grace, a title 
claimed by many a graceless duke, as well as anti-diristian 
priest. His lordship, a tille by which many a profane noble- 
man and irreligious bishop are distingui^ed. His honor, 
claimed by many who never felt one desire after true honor. 
When a gentleman's honor depends merely upon his ostste, 
table and equipage, such a title as his honor, very ill hpcpmcs 
him, yet many such there are who claim the appellntloii. 

AvAKO. If high birth, and an ample fortune, do not cr-titlo 
a man to his honor, I pray you what willl 

Fastosi's. An honorable conduct, Avaro, without v bich 
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ne is only a clown in disguise. And many such fools you 
may find wrapped in scarlet and lace, with swords dangling 
by their sides. 

Ihpiator. I beg leave to observe, that aceofdinff to modem 
maxiuiB in my country, he is esteemed a man ofhonor, who 
can imitate the popish priests in scorning wedlock, and fre- 
quenting the company of lewd womer,. He who is a stran- 
ger to every delicate and chaste sentiment ; who scorns re- 
ligion, disregards morality, and thinks it beneath his dignity 
to keepany of the commands of God; or even for a moment 
to reflect lliat there Is an hereafter. It would be difficult to 
persuade some people, that the British senate is too much 
composed of snch men ofhonor as these. I sliould x glad, 
sir, to hear your opinion of a man of honor more at large, 
for I know (hat you are wise. 

FAsTosna. A gentleman of true honor, feils not to im- 
prove his estate, be it great or small, to the best advantage ; 
for he is neither indolent nor extrovaganL His increasing 
revenues are not heaped up for adoration, nor laid by as 
useless lumber, but applied to clothe the naked back, and 
refresh tiie empty belly. His principal care is not how he 
may aggrandize his fiimily, hut how he may best serve hia 
king and country; for he lives not to hunself, but to the 
public good. He adheres to strict truth, is an utter stranger 
to impertinent raillery, and perfectly detests the voice of 
Blander. In his civil affairs, he does tJie same things to su- 
periots, interiors, and equals, which he would wish others 
m like circumstances to do for himself If at any lame he 
is so unhappy as to give his neighbor just cause of offence, 
he is free and open in confessing his error, and ready to re- 
trieve it to the utmost of his power. The title of his honor 
is well becoming such a man as this, whether his estate is 
great or small, his birth illustrious or obscure. But merce- 
nary statesmen, plunderers of the public, ill deserve the 
titles with which they aie distinguished. Happy might it 
be for Britmn, if she could always procure officers for every 
department, in government, wjio would prefer the wellare 

of the nation to tJieii- own personal and domestic emolument ! 

And this every man of true honor will be sure perpetually 

AvARa Then, uncle, I am inclined (o think, that men of 
honor are pot quite so plenty as some people have imagined 
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Pastosbs. 1 am sorry to aay it, Avaro ; bu(, bad as the 
world is, there are etill many to be found, who with propri- 
ety may be called men iif honor; but it is well for us, they 
are mostly of obscure character. They cannot act the 
cringing knave, and vilely flatter their superiors, in order 
to gain preferment Their eounlenances, adorned with 
comely modesty, cannot contend with the impudence of 
foola and rogoe% tJierefore continue obscure when the most 
worthless are exalted. But if a truly honorable man should, 
by some miracle, ascend to an eminent station, and be in- 
trusted with public concerns, his coantry is sure to find a. 
nursing father, and not a» accursed step^lame in him, as is 
often the case with other governors. 

There is, likewise, his reverence the parson, a title 
ascribed to many men, who lead very irreverend lives. 

Avaro. True, air; but it is the vulgar opinion, that the 
reverence of the parson does not depend upon his moral 
conduct, but upon his investiture, received from tho band 
of the bisliop. 

Fastosus. I know it Avaro; but it is a prevailing mis- 
take. Imposition of the hands, even of an apostle, could 
never make any man reverend, whose doctrine is heterodo.'f, 
or whose conversation is immoral : otherwise our friend Si- 
mon of Samaria might have been numbered among their 
reverences. Indeeil, Avaro, were any man hardy enough 
to attempt it, 1 know of no subject more proper for satire 
than the pretended reverence of the parsons. But be must 
be daring indeed, who would set himself to oppose tho or- 
thodox priests of the day, for that would be thought by many 
the very same as to oppose (Jod Almighty himself and every 
body would cry Atheist at hitn, 

AvABo. Pray, sir, what is your opinion of reverence, and 
to whom may the epithet of reverend consistently be given? 

Pastosus. To very few of the leaders of any denomma- 
tion, Avaro ; and yet perhaps to some few of every denomi- 
nation among Protestants. I hate them, cousin, and could 
not bear to ttdk of them were it not to oblige yoii ; for they 
are avowed enemies to our administration, as you will seo 
by llie description of them. For he is a reverend minister 
whether he was educated at Oxford or Aberdeen, who makes 
not gold, but Uie glory of Imraanuel, and the welfare of im- 
tiurtal souls, tlie fiistend of his labors; who is assiduous in 
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his Btudy, fervent in his ministry, and has a paternal affec 
tbo for his people ; who studies not liow to please the great, 
or to gain the esteem of the staring multitude, buttoapprov? 
himself to God and the consciences of men, not shunning' ti, 
declare the whole counsel of God, without any mixture ot 
the uiventions or traditions of men. 

You may follow this man from the church to the market, 
from the pulpit into his femily, and tind him all of a ^iece. 
His whole conduct is one chain of uniformity. But it is not 
every gownsman, either papal or protestant, nor even every 
diesenlii^ minister, whom this description suits. Some there 
are, and who can deny it, who are haughty and overbearing 
in their spirits ; indolent in study ; cool and lifeless in their 
ministry; tlioughlless and unconcerned about the real wel- 
iare of their people. Yea, some are so wretchedly lazy, 
or so much taken up with idle and vain amusements, that il 
is with difficulty they can bring forth, once a week, an ora- 
tion, fifteen or twenty minutes long; and that scanty pro- 
duction, perhaps, when it is exhibited, proves no more tlian 
a lecture on moral pliilosophy ; or it may be a libel against 
some different party or denomination or Christians. You 
may EjUow some of them from the church to their families, 
and be fully convinced they are divines only in name. Thej 
neglect in their families the very duties which they recom- 
mend to others. And wfiat is stiU more, connive at the same 
vices in their fwnilies, which they expose and condemn in 
the pulpit But after all, they have the cure of souls, and 
are the venerable and reverend cle^rji in the same manner 
as the ixipe is (he head of the church : I mean by crail and 
us'irpation. 

AVARO. I have got a noble company of these same par- 
sons in my corporation of Avarice, whose business it is lo 
vend wind in order to obtain wealth. A company confined 
J no one denomination, but made up of all. Every one of 
this company has got his own system of priestcraft, but ail 
are intent upon the main point, viz. to get as much wealth 
by his cratl; as possible. Indeed, the mother church of Rome 
very far outstrips the rest, for she may lawfully boast that 
her clergy, to a man, are the stedfest worshippers of the god 
Avaro, their great benefactor. 

However, Sir Protestants, both Calvinisls and LutheranE*. 
^1 who are freemen, in the convwy "f Avarice, keep aa 
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near as jjossible to the orlhodox priests of Rome, in malting 
alucrative trade of what they call the gospel. And however 
they differ about what is, and wliat is not, gospel, they see 
eye to eye in regaid to making profit of it, and turning the 
altar of tjie Ijjrd to their own emolument. 

Infidems. How should it be otherwise, my son, seeing 
there are in some places manu&ctories, on purpose for 
maldng parsons ? 

Fastosuh. So I have heard, brother, with tJiis addition, 
that the mokiDg of parsons is reckoned both a lucrative and 
lionorable employment, not unworthy of my own patronage. 
But, between you and me, Ihe parson-makers are grievously 
disappointed frequently, however little they are sensible of 
it: fcr when they put their materials into the refining fur- 
nace, they hope to see at the end of the process, a bright 
and shinmg minister of Jesus Christ come forth: butlo! a 
learned calf is produced, and a ferient adorer of the god 

Ineidelis, It cannot he otherwise ; for, to our grief I 
speak it, the unalterable Immanuel hath reserved to hunself 
the wisdom, power, and prerogative, to make mmisters of 
the gospel ; and if men, like Jannes and Jambers, will take 
upon them to imitate the immutable works of the Ahuighly, 
they may be permitted to make things which may, for a 
time, be mistaken for eospe! ministers, even as those magi- 
cians performed miracles by divine permission. 

Impiatob. So then, gentlemen, I perceive your opinion is, 
that learning the languages and sciences unfits a man fijt 
being a gospel minister. 

Fastosus. No, Irapiator, no such thing, or the gift of 
tongues had not been given at the feast cS" Pentecost : hut 
•t may be averred, that if a man has no more learning than 
the most learned university can give him, he cannot pos- 
sibly be a minister of Jesus Christ, It is resting in these 
things as the only qualifications, we think proper to laugh 
at, Impiator. 

AvARo. Among those mercenary orators, there are whom 
we call the Jumblera. They are mich who study not their 
sermons from the scripture, but compile them from tlie wri- 
tings of other men. Being destitute of judgment to direct 
them in their compilatbns, they are obliged to rely implicitly 
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on the sentiiacDts of their authors. So it comes to paaS] 
that they contradict on one Sabbath what they asserted aod 
half proved the day before, merely because they happened 
to stuinbla on authors of difteront sentiments. But, alas ' 
poor men, what shall they dot It is their trade; they know 
not how to get a living without it ; they caimot dig, and to 
beg they are ashamed; therefore are under a necessity of 
jumbling forward, in the best manner they can. Of late 
years, iiueed, this jumbling tribe have hit on a mtre happy 
method of uianagement, by which they both save their repu- 
tation and laborious study. Amongst learned men, thero 
have always been some few of genius and industry, who 
have found means to turn tiie ditUness and indolence of their 
brethren Ijd their own emolument They compose aermons, 
print and sell them to the others, who pay first a good price 
for them, then preach them, that is to say, read them to their 
several congregations. Enfield's, and Webb's, and Trualer'a 
sermons have been of great use to many a dull and lazy 
clergyman. 

Paotwsiis. How is this, Avaro! You speak of the par- 
sons as if they were at best but learned fools. How is it 
possible they diould be so highly revered by tlie people if 
they were such 1 

AvABo, I sppak but of some of them, uncle; and to make 
good what I say, I can tell you that it is not the man, whom 
me ignorant populace revere, so much as the gown, cassock, 
and band ; and these they would revere if they were seen 
upon an ass, provided always, his ears were hid with a bush 
of well-powdered hair. I assure you, gentlemen, amongst 
the intelligent laity, it is deemed a maxim, that any block- 
head will do very well for a parson, if he has but friends to 
vecommeiid hiiu to a living ; as a proof of tliis I shall tell 
you a short story. There m one Mr. Provident, a merchant 
in London, who had four sons at a grammar-school, under 
the direction of a learned gentleman of excellent sense. It 
was lately Mr. Provident made a visit to his sons and their 
tutor, when he took occasion to ask Mr. Teachum's advice, 
in regard to hia disposal of them. 

To which the schoolmaster replied: "Sir, I have often, 
with pleasure, observed a penetrating judgment, solid un- 
derstanding, and an inviolable attachment to truth, eimohled 
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with tlie generous principles of true benevolence, in your 
eldest BOD. These tiualitiea, air, are -excellently adapted to 
the mercantile life. I would therefore advise you to train 
[lim up in your own business. Your second son, Master 
'J-'honias, lias genius sufficient for aiiy business; but I hope, 
sir, you will excuse me, if I tell you that I have discerned 
one thing in him, which, in my judgment, unfits him for the 
capacity of a merchant As I know, sir, you would have 
me to speak freely, you will not be otiended with me, if I 
tell you that it is a selfishness and contractedness of spirit, 
together with a violent propensity for lying and equivocation. 
If he were my son, sir, I would bring him up to the law, in 
which he will very likely make a conspicuous figure. Your 
youngest son, Master James, has, if I mistake not, along witii 
a very coilsiderable degree of dullness, an heart that is a 
stranger to sympathetic feelings; but possesseth genius suf- 
ficient for a physician. I would point out the royal college 
for his residence." 

Here Mr. Provident, the merchant, mterrupted him, and 
said, " Sir, you have given your opinion of the two eldest, 
and the youngest; but you say nothing of Harry, my third 
son. I pray, what do you say of him?" To which the 
teacher, with a blush, replied, " If it is agreeable, sir, I 
would advise you to make him a clergyman." To this the 
father, witJi a mixture of grief and anger, replied, " What, 
sir, do you think he hath genius sufiicient for notliing else?" 
"I am afraid not, said the master; but you can easily make 
friends with my lord bishop, and procure him a considerable 
benefice. Take this step, sir, and his lack of genius will 
scarcely be known, as he may preacli and administer the 
offices of the church by proxy, which you know is verygen- 
tl 01 nan-like." 

Infideus. And do you really think, Avaro, that it is want 
of abilities lo preach, that causeth so many vicars to keep 
journeymen to do their work for them 1 

Avaro. With some, sir, want of abilities is the principal 
cause, and with the rest, an utter aversion to the work; 
though, by the way, they once professed to be drawn to it by 
no less an influence than that of the Holy Ghost ; but thai 
was when a benefice was the object of their pursuit, am." 
tlierefore not to be regarded after their end is obtained 
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Fijsfrosrn, Cousin Avaro, here I believe we must stop, as 

we have certainly overetaid out time. I bold it good, tliere- 

fore thiit we depart, and nieRt here at the usuf' time to 

morrow. Business, you hnow, must not be neglected. Adieu, 
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Fahtosus. Well, gentlemen, I hope no idleness has at- 
titideil any of our fraternity, since last meeting. I went 
directly from you to a^ist a London jeweller in forming a 
set of ear-rings and pendants upon a new construction. I 
made him sensible of the most elegant plan, enjoined him 
to pursue it, give the praise to his patron Fa^osus, and so I 
left hinl. 

Ihpiator. I pray you, sir, what is the real use of ear- 
rings! For my part, I liave never been able to apprehend 
it, unless it is to save a small matlerof gold against a day of 
pemiry. 

Fastosus. Thfiv are of no use at ail to the wearer, Impir 
alor, though they help the goldsmith and lapidary not a little ; 
but they are of excellent use to our government Vou know 
tJie bormg of the ear always was and now is an emblem of 
servitude. Yea, it is an incontrovertible pomt tliat the act 
of borbg, and sufiering the ear to be bored, is a token of 
subjection to the infernal monarch. 

Impiator. Ah, sir, how violently the spleen would rage 
amontr the ladies, were they to know what you say of them. 

Fastosus, And let it rage, cousin. What is that to roe 1 
— The ladies are too much in love with courtly Fastosus, to 
banish me from among iJiem, even in their splaenish tits. — But 
to explain the doctrme of ear-rings, be it observed, that tlie 
crafty Beelzebub hath an invisible chain fixed to the ciir- 
ring, by which he leads the wearers a wild-goose diase 
through all the vanities of the times. No sooner does the 
sable governor tug a lady by tlie ear, tlian she feels an im- 
[Hilse upon her heart, which directs her to the Play-house, 
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Opera, Vauxhall, Sftdlers- Wells, or elsewhere ; but very »«. 
Oom to the church. If, at anytime, for the sake of company 
she takes her pleasure at church, the great deceiver keepa 
such a gingling of the chain in her ear, that she cajmot at- 
tend to one word of the service ; by these means the Park, 
the Mall, the Play-houae, and the church, are, m effect, tlie 
same tiling lo many lailies of fashion. 

Av*Ro. And are alj who wear rings m their ears to be 
looked upon as slaves lo the great Beelzebub, uncle ! 

Fastosds. No, Avaro, not all ; for the invincible Immanue 
hath broken the chains and loosened the bonds of servituda 
from many. Nevertheless, they still wear the rings in their 
eau, lo testify what they have been. And what news from 
your friends, Avaro 1 

AvAtto. Very little, sir ; only that diligence, frugality, and 
good husbandry, go on as usual. All heads ploddbi/, and all 
hands active to get and to save ; for getting and saving is aJl 
the cry with them. I had a little matter to attend to last 
niffht at the Swan tavern, where there was a very respect- 
ahle meeting of manufecturers, by whom some few things, 
tending to promote emolument, were considered. The first 
consultation was, " How Ihey might convenien !v lessen the 
quality of their goods, that their profit might be n 1 at 
advanced." In order to this, a plan was proposed by M 
Dolus, a very great tradesman, which was un m ly 
agreed to by the rest. The second thing was to tUe tl 
prices, and come into mutual engagements hat n e 
should underseh his brethren ; which, after som 1 1 1 al 
tercatbn,wasasunanimouslysetlled. Youmu t kno u n 
kind are not satisfied with being oppressed by uifernal ty- 
ranny ; but to add to the devil's work, are got into the hojv 
py way of joining in combinations to oppress and devour one 
another. Nor la this practice peculiar to any one set of 
men, but is common with dealers of every kind and denomi- 
nation, from the opulent farmers to the dealers m coal and 

When this was done, a question was put. How Uiey should 
finish a certain quantity of goods against a certain day then 
proposed i For it seems they have largo orders at present. 
To which one of them said, he thought it necessary to ad- 
vance the journeymen's wages in order to encourage their 
diligence. But this gentleman's motion was iinunimously 
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rejected, as an unprofitable way of proceeding, very ill- 
suited to the growing demands of their Eeveral tkniiiiee. It 
was then proposed, tliat a small premium siiould be given to 
every workrann who sliould finish a certain quantity cf 
goods in a limited time, then and there to be gtipukted. 
But this ako was ohjt^cted to, it being alleged, lliat some 
inelJiod might be found that would produce the desired end 
und jet save all those unnecessary premiums, which, if 
given, would introduce a very bad cuatom. 

At JoEt, an old gentleman, whose hoary locks shone aa 
silver from under his weatlier-beaten wi^, arose, and most 
jodiciously addressed his brethren m the following manner: 
"Gentlemen, you all know that such is the mdolent dispo- 
litioti of journeymen, that, in general, let their wages be 
ever so good, they have no notion of obtaining' more than 
will procure them a bare mamtennnce through the week, 
and a few quarts of strong beer on Saturday night and Surt- 
day. Therefore, to advance their wages is the certain way 
to have them work less than they do at presenL But let 
us lessen their wages in proportion to our extraordinary call 
for goods ; for by how much the mote we drop the prices of 
workmanship, by so much the more work shall we havn 
done. A hare living they must have, let the prices be ever 
BO low ; and but a bare living they will have, if they are 
ever so high. If we advance the price, they work less, and 
if we drop it, they will, they must work more. I say then 
let us drop the prices." 

The old gentleman's advice was cordially embraced by 
them all, and every one blessed the sagacity of the old fox, 
now grown gray in wisdmn. And this day, or to-morrow, 
the journeymen's wages are to be lessened accordingly. 

F'ASrrosus. In the close of our last interview I was going 
to observe, that my prevaleney is great amongst the no- 
bility and gentry. By my indeliitigable industry, the greater 
part of them are rendered altogether insensible of their 
origin, Eo that they look down upon their inferiors as a set 
of despicable creatures, of a species very difterent from 
themselves; not considering that my lord Superbo and poor 
Lazar Askalms are by nature brethren, formed of the ^me 
Rjaterials. and conceived in the womb of the same earth. 

AvARO Vet, sir, if my observations are just, I tliink they 

have some kind of an imperfect notion that they were origin- 

02 
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ally fbimed of the earth ; but as one pat! of the subslanrn 
nf the earth is esteemed much more precious and \'ahialle 
than anotiier, perhaps the people of fashion have the happi- 
ness of being foiraed of the more rich and esteemed par- 
ticles, and the rest of mankind the infelicity of deriving 
their beings from vulgar clay. This is the more likely, as 
tliere is a manifest difference between their constitiilions 
and those of people in the lower spheres of life; the first 
being brittle and feeble, the latter more robust and heollby 
Fastosus. That is lalse philosophy, Avaro, The biitlie- 
nisa you speak of does not proceed from any defect in the 
natural constitution of their frame, nor from any rottennefs 
in llin materials of which they are made, but hath its cause 
from tliemselves. Many of them, in their intancy, are nearly 
starved from an infiimous notion that enough of wholesome 
food is injurious to them r* and you will con monly find, (hitt 
the food which yields tlie most healthful aliment, is with- 
held from them, at the instance of Dr. Scrawl, the femily 

der his great wig as not to know tliat his own personal 
emolument is intimately connected with the weak consti- 
tutions of people of quality, especially the ladies. By his 
many years' study of physic, he has proved to a demonstra- 
tion, that if the young gentry were suffered to eat enough 
of wholesome fixid, like the fermers' children, his business 
would not be worth following. 

Avaro. I know it well : for there is one of my diaciples, 
ft certain physician eminent in practice, who hath acquired 
a genteel fortune by prescription, and who, if he is indis- 
posed himself, will not suffer an apothecary's drug to pass 
his gullet ; a plain mdication that he knons it to be hurtfiil, 
liiave often thought, a good constitution put into the hai><i 
of a doctor, is like a good cause put into the hands of the 
lawyers; it gets worse with deceitfril handling. Whenamnn 
is, by the force of medicine, fairly got down, the skilfiil phy- 
sicinn knows very well how to hold him betwist life and 

have round out Ifaal breail ili^it. wb™h%as bi;eii "tL'tnpd (he tln^ of 
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death BE long as possible ; until at last he dica by inches of 
that prevailing dietemper which kills so many people of 
fashion. 

FAffroeos. True, Avaro. But farther to prove the gentry 
the causers of their own infinnity, I would observe, that 
what, in infancy, penury and want leave of the constitu- 
tion unconsumed, luxury and idleness well-nigh finish in 
youth ; so that when the lady comes to embrace an husband, 
the one-half of her remaining days are apent under the hand 
if the doctor, and the other half in pleasure and dissipation. 
As for the young gentlemen, before the boyish down on their 
faces is able to resist the razor, they have commonly con- 
tracted such lothesome disorders as render them more fit 
for an infirmary than for the marriage-bed, and have more 
need of a surgeon than a wifb. Thus, Avaro, you may see 
by what means the constitutions of the gentry are so fre- 
quently enfeebled. 

That they are formed of tJie same matoriaJs with their 
inferiors will appear, when you consider that there were 
Bone either noble or ignoble in the original state of man- 
kind ; all were on a common level ; hut when we had made 



rendered m some measure tolerable to all, amidst the con- 
fusion and disorder which our dominion over them had in- 
troduced. For if people cry out that the world is bad now, 
it is certain it would be infinitely worse were superiority 
and inferiority utterly abolished. Moreover, the Almighty, 
to manifest the equity of his procedure, has so ordered it, 
that the system of superiority and inferiority is perpetually 
upcn the change. You may And some persons now asking 
alms from place to place, who are descended from princes 
and nobles ; and others in the most exalted stations, who had 



their descent from veiy be^ars. 
LsFiDBLis. Ay, brother, that very o 
D more, if duly attended to, would prevent the contempt 



which people of elevated rank are apt to let fail on their 
inferiors. But let Ihem go on until the grand leveller Death 



temporal judges, admits of no excuses, and is ai 

ger to pity. At prince, at peasant, at the noble earl and his 
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Eervilc pw.' M. dt the dame of honor, aad the scorched coak' 
miild, 'iui, lui ^ alike his uuerring ehaft, and orings all again 
to llie <1q*1, ^^>,ll whence they were taken, to rot in their 
oriffinai equalij. 

Fastosus. Thci« is another race, which we distinguish 
by the name of nvvgrels, with whom I am deeply con- 
cerned. This geneTiitian of half-bred gentry includes trades- 
men, the gentlemen of the law and of the faculty, together 
with the farmers. Th^c gentry consider themselves pretty 
near, if not altogether, on a level with the country 'squire, 
and therefore aHect the tuonners of their superiors as mucji 
as possible. They are gentlemen, their wives are laiizea 
and madams, their children master and mi^es. Hundrecla 
of such gentlemen and Indies have I known, who could not 
boast that any of their ancestors, hack to the tenth genera- 
tion, were proprietors of so touch as a cottage with a cab- 
bage. Yet diey imperiously assume a title of address, equal 
to that of the queen's majesty ; and no laborer or mechanic 
must dare to approach them, without a sir or madam in his 
mouth. 

Infidelis. I have sometimes thought those ladies you 
speak 0^ are either ashamed of their given names, or hold 
tliem too sacred for the profane mouths of servants and vul- 
gar creatures; and mdeed he would be deemed the most 
unmannerly wretch that ever trod upon Elnglish ground, 
who should say that Sarah AUgood is his mistress j for Sarah 
must give place to madam, and she is now madam Allgood, 
the shopkeeper's lady; and it would be more than her place 
is worth, for a servant to name her mistress in terms less 
respectful. 

ArARO. Excuse me, gentlemen, you know I love to ba 
concertmg schemes of profil, and here is one ready project- 
ed, which, if foithfuUy executed, would either fill the ox- 
chequer, or make a distinction betwixt persons of real qual- 
ity and their apes in middle life. 

FiiffTOBus. What is your scheme, cousin ) let us hear it 
if feasible. 

Avj.RO. I would advise the nobility, gentry, &c. never to 
ffo to an horse-course, cock-pit, or play-house ; not to go to 
Bath nor a bawiiy-hnuse, that is to say, never to rest until 
they have procured a bill, in which it shall he enacted, Ihal 
every man shall pay the sum of ten pounds sterling per an 
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niim who Buffers his wife to assume the name of madam. 1 
ttould hkewiae have a tax of half the value laid upn every 
loung master and miss, the farmers, apolhecariea, attorneys 
and tradesmen's children, unless the husband or fiither can 
mike It appear tJiat his annual rent, clear of all encum- 
brani t, is not less than four hundred pounds; if so much, or 
upaari s he should stand exempt from any such pen^ty, 
iitd enjoy the free use of such names of quality in his 

IpiFiDELis Although it is quite foreign to my purpose to 
LiLUitL mij thmg to mankind which may he of service to 
lipm, I am free among ourselves to say, that my son's 
'.L enje la Hell concerted, and might answer valuable pur- 
]ij-.e'i ivore it carried mto execution. The numerous bank- 
luptLies. which make trade so precarious in England, have 
ll eir spring m this fatal imitation of people of quality, so 
prevalent among tradesmen. Could this so very pernicious 



their retailing 

To your sdieme, however, I would add another tax equal- 
ly necessary, and that is upon every play-hcuse, assembly- 
room, and place of pleasurable resort. One fifth, at least, of 
every ticket to Almack's, Ranelagh, every play-house. 
Comely's, Sadler's-wells, the Panmeon, and every rout 
whatever, ought to be sacred l« government. Until Wii^ or 
some such thing is done, it will De difficult for the sensible 
English to believe that their governors aim at any thing be- 
yond their own emolument. As for the tax ui»n (madam) 
it appears indispensably necessary, and can admit cd" no de- 
lay. However, we interrupt you, Fasbasus. 

Fastosus. I have a, great deal of pleasure in stirring up 
people lo quarrel with their Maker, and to say unto him. 
Why hast thou made me thus I I love not the station thou 
hast placed me in ; I iiave got parts to qualify me for a bet- 
ter than this in which thou hast placed me ; therefore I am 
not dealt with according to my merit." The poor laborer, 
who, by the way, is the most iiappy and contented of his 
species, is not altogether pleased, because he was not bom 
a gentleman, and heir to a good estate. The 'squire and hia 
lady are almost mad with anger, because tJiey were not de- 
scended of noble ancestors. TIte nobleman himself takes it 
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very unkind thctt he was not bom to govern a kiogi^om. Ha 
that is bom iieir to a crown liatii two things at wliich he ia 
much o^enJed : First, because the Almigh'.y is go long in 
taliiag the father to himself to facilitate his own accession 
to the throne : SecondlVt he is not well pleased, because it 
is a regal and not an imperial crown, to which he is born 
heir. As for the man wlio is bom to imperial dignity, he is 
angry, because he is not appointed lord of the \vho!e world. 
And one you know, who, haviii" obtained the sway of the 
whole world, was angry with Giid, because he had not made 
two worlds for him to govern ; even so angry, that he la 
eaid to have cried again. Thus, in all ranks and degrees of 
life, I make people quarrel with their Maker. 

Imfidelis. I hive often heard it remarked, by our infer- 
nal sages, that if the ambitious mind woro to obtain wh'it 
it is now in pursuit of, true contentment would be as lar 
distant as ever; and an Alexander, who covets a second 
world to ravage, could he get tliat, would want a third, af- 
ter that a fourth, and so on, until he had plundered the 
many millions of worlds which God hsth made. Even then, 
were such a thing possible, his ambition would be as uisati- 
able OS ever, and his last ellort would be tho same as that 
of father Beelzebub's; I mean, he would attempt to plunder 
the eternal throne itself. Thus, the^ allege, that the lowest 
degree of ambition and discontent m man, if the Almighty 
were coatinualh' to gratify it, would ascend to the most da- 
ring attempt of which the infernal monarch himself is ca- 
pawe. After all, I have observed lliat the greater part of 
people are so iar from deeming ambition to be criminal, 
they think a spice of it is indispensably necessary to a man 
of honor. 

Fastosks. I know it, brother ; hut that is a striking proof 
of the blindness to which we iiave reduced them. Ambi- 
tion, discontent, &c. reigning in any person, are infiUible 
symptoms of a heart totally depraved, and altogether under 
my mfluence. But let them go on to cherish an ambitious 
spirit, thay will find their mistake at last That judicious 
pagan, Epictotus, seems very capable of instructing many 
who are called Christians, and who have the advantage of 
the Bible. Yes, Infidelis, you and I both know, that amhi- 
lion is the very vice which ruined our Ihick fraternity 
aul Air it, they would have been in heaver to this day. 
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As some quarrel with their Maker, on account of their 
situation in life, I am equally eucceEsful in stirring up 
others, to take offence at tlie iiianuer in which IJie Almigh- 
ty hath formed their bodies : as to their eohIs, they do not 
regard them ; indeed they seldom consider that they have 
an iromorlal spirit beltmging to Uiem. If, by chance, such a 
thought, AS that they have an immortal soul, should pass 
through their mindly it gives them no concern in what po- 
sition it is found, because they take it for granted tliat no 
body sees it So very inconsidemte and stupid are many, 
that one who understands the language of hearts, provided 
he could delight in the voice of discontent and murmuring, 
might meet with high entertainment amongst our people. 
For, 

One young lady says, O! if the Almighty had made me 
an inch and a half higher, thtn my person would have been 
abundantly more proper. Her neighbor is as ill at ease, be- 
cause she thinks the Creator hastestowed superfluous la- 
bor upon her, in giving her a couple of inches of redundant 
height, which she looks upon as a very consideritble de- 
formity. Another says. Why did he make me with round 
shoulders.' iUight he not as eiUiiiy have made them square 1 
I am ashamed to go into company, Iwcause I have not a 
handsome carriage of the head and neck. What the back- 
boiird and girdle can do, has been tried to press in the promi- 
nent OS kttmeri; hut sad experience teaches, tliat ^e may 
as soon wash the Ethiopian white, as make that even which 
the AlmigJiCy hath made crooked. Nor less afflicted is iier 
kinswoman, on account of yellowness in her skin. 

AvARa I have heard several people of allowed know- 
ledge, modestly wish, that all court ladies labored under the 
same misfortune tlie last unhappy gentlewoman does; being 
persuaded that if it were so, naked hreasts would never 
more be brought into fiishion, to the annoyance ,if the gen- 
tlemen am! the scandal of the ladies; for yon know, ftsh- 
ious are all born at court. 

Pastosvs. Not ftt the court of London, Avaro, but Ver- 
sailles; therefore it would indicate better sense ui your 
knowing people, to wish the Frrnch ladira the alnvo mis- 
fortune. It is held an act of high treason against the 
French, for the English court to receive any fiishion, which 
Uath not had a certificate from Versailles. This policy 
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Beems indeed very mysterious, when we consider that the 
British heroes can so eflectually druh the monaieiirs, m Ic 
make them cry peccavi, and el the same time the French 
ladies sliould have the English in such absolute subjection. 

It is impossible for any person to conceive the Ijouble I 
have, in preparing (hose ladies for the ball, or assembly, or 
pantheon, and what art 1 am obliged to employ, in hiding 
their supposed defects and redundancies. The lady who 
fenciea her stature to be somewhat too low, obliges me to 
add to it the whole length of a super-tall pair of wooden 
heels, and is extremely careful to set off her little body to 
all advantage possible.so that every beholder must be struck 
with the most perfect gentility of her appearance. On tlie 
other hand, her neighbor, who is over-tall, is as careful, on 
her part, to have the flattest heels that can be worn, and ia 
equally industrious in decking, to the best advantage, the 
whole of her extravagant height. 

Nor hath their neighbor, who is aflected with a dun, or 
yellow skin, less trouble and anxiety of mind, besides her 
great toil of body. The waste she makes of wash-balls, and 
tbe best recommended cosmetics, together with her own, 
and her servants' labor, in endeavoring to rub oIT the native 
tJQCt, is not to be conceived. But, alas 1 it is labor in vain- 
All the comfort which remains for her, is derived from a 
black necklace, assisted by two or three well-disposed 
patches, which she hopes may, in some measure, overcloud 
the hated yellowne^ of the adjacent parts. 

So absoiutdy foolish are they, tliat I have some subjects 
who soy, "Ah me, why were my ankles made so strong 
and fle^y ? O that they had been slender and genteel, then 
I should not have been thus dependent on the mantuamalcer 
ibr a covering for them." However, gentlemen, were it 
not a rule established auKing the fair sex, tliat ankles some- 
what gross are altogether ungenteel, it would puzzle a phi- 
losopher to determine how it is that small feet and slender 
ankles, come to have more virtue and real worth in them, 
than those that are otherwise. But certainly it is deemed 
to be 60, and those imperious dames, who have been finored 
to their liking, do what they can to mortify those who are 
less happy in their pedestals. Against this disease there is 
no effectual remedy. Small-sized shoes formerly ge ve them 
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great hopes oF relief; but, alas ! fhey generally made crip- 
plea of llleir wearers. 

Infideus. I have always observed, that when people have 
applied to the artist, to have tiiat mended which they think 
tlie Almighty hath marred, the punishment is connected 
with the crime, asa token of the just resentment of a jealous 
God, who hath left none of liis works imperfect; and who 
would have them all, as indeed they ought to be, well es- 
teemed. Hence come corns upon the feet, and far greater 
Hi.evenness in the symmetry of the body, than was before 
their application to the mechanic. 

Fastosus. Another of my disciples has got hair of )t 
madder ced, and such is her folly, that it grieves her beyond 
measure. But with all my wi^om, I could never find out 
the reason why red hair should be any more scandalous than 
yellow or flaxen locks: or how it is, that scarlet ia held to 
be such a courtly color upon broadcloth, and yet s) scandal- 
ous foe a lady to have her head of ecarlet color But tlie 
I idy hersell is so apprehensive of the =candal, that she la 
obliged to exchange her natnc locks, with a neighboring 
barber, ibr a htt of flaxen lalae curia, these, bbe flatters 
her=elf, will very well become the native faimeas of her 

Perhaps, indeed, to spare the natural crop, bhe may blind 
the eyes of beholders with powder, which may htlp to con- 
ceal the awfiil secret. The like expedient is used by women 
of a coquettish disposition, when to their great grief and in- 
consolable sorrow, they first perceive old age dying a white- 
ness upon their temples. In order to prevent Uie world 
having any suspicion that she is advanced in years, the co- 
quette procures a defence against the hoary haire ; and thus 
she keeps herself, as much as pcesible, from the belief tliat 
she is growing old, until the detested wrinkles on her foriv 
head betray the fetal secret, and then she declines fa^r 
than other women, because her grief gives swiftness to her 
decay. Another lady is exceedingly grieved, every time 
she looks in her glass, because, as she thinks, her face ia too 
much upon the fire to be deemed lovely; but she comforts 
herself with the reflection that she has good features, and 
the groat artist, when he finished her, ias left a dimple in 
her chin. On the other hand, her cousin beholds a system 
af agreeable features in her own countenance : but i>b '. tb6 
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dejection of her heart, on recollecting the paleness of her 
lijis. To supply the defects of nature in this, before ehe 
goes abroad, she has recourse to her pencil and vermilion 
shel!. Tlius she has some means of comfort within her 
power; but her poor sister, who is seamed with the smull- 
pox, is quite inconsolable. If at anytime she espresses sa.t- 
isfkctjon, it is in Bpeaking of the former agreeableness of 
her features, and fairness of her skin. But daa ! her joy is 
preaenlly clouded with the melancholy consideration, thev 
ere for ever gone. Some ladies are highly ofFended, because 
their hands are so big, others that their fingers ere too short; 
end now and then you may meet with one who is dreadfully 
tormented underneath a king Richard hack; which is sure 
to prove an intolerable burthen all the lifi, of the unhappy 

InFTDELie. Nothing more fully demon'itrates our doniin 
ion in the hearts of mankind, than their being ashamed of 
their shapes and physiognomy ; the supposed deformity of 
which tJiey could by no means have prevented Eierv de 
gree of this kind of shame, is a tacit reproacn of the Crea- 
tor, and therefore daringly impious. Many you may find, 
ashamed of the innocent defects of their outward frame, 
who are not in the least ashamed of their vam lives and 
immoral conversation; to rectify which ought to be theur 
princiiral concern. And were there but as much pains taken 
to rectify the disorders of civil life, as there are to hide the 
supposed defects and redundancies of the body, and to alter 
the tincture of the skin, the world would be very different 
from what it is. But you lake care to prevent that, Ini- 

DiscoBDANS. One who has made mankind no part of his 
study, would deem it impossible for rational beings to be 
a^amed of, and concerned for innocent deformities of the 
body, with which no person of common sense will ever up- 
braid them, and which never can by any means lessen the 
esteem of the judicious; (for who can make that straight 
Which the Almighty halh made crooked, or white which he 
hath made brown!) and at the same time neglect the in- 
finitely more valuable mind. 

Infideus, By your account, sir, your vassals have got 
a wrong notion of beauty, as by our long observation it ap- 
peara, we may sometimes see a great deal of beauty in a 
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pprEon whose bodily parts no way tend to recomirend him. 
Ileal beauty lies ll ■'t t Uon 1 Ih mind, iind the 

proper use of 11 t al f ult 'ery thing else 

compared with li is ib 1 ke tias 1 h n mpared with the 
purest gold. 

That persoi ppea t ly am abl Ihout external 

comeliness, wh coi bea tl la k f t w Oi a becoming 
rrace ; and wh to make up f all oatv, a d defects, is stu- 
Jious to embellish the immortal mmd. That is a part of 
mBn always capable of improvement ; but for the body, they 
may fret, murmur, and repine at its defects, as much as they 
wdl, they plainly see it does not mend the matter, for who 
by taking thought can add one cutit to his stature, or make 
one hair whiter or blacker! 

Fastosus. Such ia my dominion now ; nor was it less in 
the niore early ages. I made rude work in the tents of Ja- 
cob, between his two wives and among his sons; and by 
those means I greatly disturijed Ihem whocn I could not de- 

Ihvidio. I have, until now, been silent ; but beg leave to 
observe, that I think our labor is fer from being lost. See- 
ing, though we are prmitted to destroy none who are good 
and virtuous, we have the pleasure of distressing and dis- 
tracting them. And certainly no music can be so agreeable 
to our ears, as the sighs and groans of our enemies. There 
is something so agreeable in the destruction of intidels, and 
distracting the rest of mankind, that I have often heard our 
father Beelzebub eay, he would rather aggravate his own 
torment a thousand degrees than be robbed of that plea- 
sure. His and our happiness lies chiefly in distressing man- 
kind, especially the virtuous and good, notwithstanding he 
overheard Immanuel, when he said, " I give unto them etet^ 
nal life, and none shall pluck them out of my hands." 

AvARO. One would wonder it did not wholly discourage 
him from making further attempts against sudi people, es- 
pecially if what I have heard is true ; I mean that every 
affliction which they endure by his means, will he an ag- 
gravation to his own misery. But his hatred against them 
IS implacable. 

Fastouvs. It is not altogether his hatred and malice 
against them, which excite him to persecute ihem with such 
unwearied diligence but it happened on a time, that Beel- 
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lebub was by, when one of the heavenly heralds declared, 
» That in all the afllictions of his people, Immanuel himself 
b afflicted." And at another time he heard another say, 
" That Immanuel is touched with a sense of human infirmi- 
ties." Nay, then, said he to himself; they shall not want 
for afflictions, if I should endure a thousand hells. It will 
be a heaven of delight to me, to see my fiery darts bound 
off fiiMn the persons to whom they are shot, and strike him 
whom I have in the most perfect ahhorrence. So that it i 
Immaruel himself, rather than those who believe in him, at 
whom Batan is so much enraged. 

To return to my slory. By roy means the knot of sister- 
hood between Rachel and Leah was diaaniled, and friend- 
ship and love fled to a distance far remote from their tents. 
But this was not the finishing stroke of my artifice; for 
when one generation passed away, you might always be 
Bure to find me with those, who made their appearance next 
upon the stage of action. Hence I was found with the sons 
of Jacob, and made them perpetrate deeds very unworthy 
of the patriarchal character, and that even in the life-time 
of their fether. The destruction of the Hivites, by the sword 
of Simeon and Levi, in revenge of Shecliem's rape on their 
sister Dinali, was wholly by my instigation. They grieved, 
and that justly; but pride alone called up the demons of 
Revenge and Cruelty, who drenched themselves in Canaan- 
itish blood. 

When Joseph dreamed of bis future advancement, I pre- 
vailed with his brethren to hate him, and give admission to 
every baleful demon; under whose influence, even at the 
hazard of their father's life, they sold him into Egypt There 
I stirred up Sabrina, the wife of Potiphor, to revenge her 
slighted charms upon hira ; Joseph himself to swearliy the 
life of Pharaoh, and to carry it very strangely to his brethren 
in the time of their affliction, notwithstanding he himself had 
seen such wonders of Divine Providence, as mentioned by 
the writer of his life. Just it was that his brelhren should 
have been afflicted for Iheir former perfidy and baseness; 
but Joseph could never have been persuaded to be instru- 
mental therein, but by my instigation. 

Impiatob. I am surprised, sir, you should select the his- 
tory of those reputed the best of men, for exemplifying your 
dominion ; whereas you make no mention of Ham, Ishmae' 
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Eeau, &c. I thought your dominion over them was mora 
full than over the other. 

Fastosus. I mentioned the beat, on purpose to EB.ve my- 
self trouble, cousin. For when you hear my power ovei 
them, you will easily conceive that my dominion over the 
rest of mankind must be absolute. I might indeed do my- 
self lienor by telling you of the part I ioA in the lewdness 
of llam, tlie despite of Ishmael, Eaau's revenge, &c. &c. 
but I understand it as all implied in the present plan of my 
narrative. Indeed it would be endless to tell you of even a 
thousandth part of my achievements; and I am persuaded it 
is more agreeable to you, to hea^ of my occasional prevalence 
over the virtuous, than lo have a full display of my uninter- 
rupted dominion, over the infidel part of manliind, without it. 

Yet it may not be amies, by way of specimen, to give you 
one instance of my influence over infidels in general 
Amongst the millions I might adduce, I shall refer you to 
Basuris Pharaoh, king of E^pt, in the days of Moses and 
Aaron. Notwithstanding the mighty signs and wondera 



which God wrought by the hands of his Hebrew servants, 
he was absolutely under my dominion, that he ' ' 
liimself against the Almighty, disregarded the vi 



prophets, and would not su8er the people to go into the wil- 
derness (0 worship. Moses and Aaron wrought works un- 
precedented in the presence of the king and his nobles; hut 
1 persuaded him that the whole was effected by the power 
of magic, and that Jannes and Jambres, his own enchanters, 
could do tlie same, were they called to it. 

I hod such possession of his heart, before any miracles 
were wrought, that he thonght himself inferior to no being 
whatever, and scorned subjection even to the Almighty. 
Pharaoh's magicians, in divers instances, by a divine per- 
mission, imitating ihe wonders wrought by Moses and 
Aaroi), he persuaded hunseif that he was at least equal to 
that God who sent them, and in the most haughty disdaiii 
he said, " Who is the Lord, that 1 should obey him V 

You have all heard that no man hath haniened himself 
against God at any time, and hath prospered: nor did he 
prosper. I hardened his heart against every divine injunc- 
tion, until the God of the Hebrews utterly confonniied the 
Memphian magicians, and made the haughty monarch, not 
only willing to let tlie people go, but eager lo tlirust them 
P2 
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Wit of the land. However, tJicy had not travelled verv far 
before Phpaoh, being a little recovered trom his consterna- 
tion, was induced by me to pursue and oblige them to return 
to then: drudgery, alleging the great !oss which both his 
majesty and the Egyptian monarch would Eustain, by the 
departure of such a number of vigorous slaves. Pursuant 
to this purpose, he mustered his chariots and horsemen, all 
the Egyptian chivalry, pursued the fugitives by dint of 
sworf lo compel them to Iheir spades and wheelbarrows. 
Every one must praise my noble intentions ; for 1 designed 
that both boats should have perished, Uie one by the sword 
of the Egyptians, and the olher by the thunderbolts of heaven. 
I conjectured, upon good ground, that if Pharaoh destroyed 
the Hebrews, the Almighty would avenge their blood upon 
him and hia kingdom. 

The host of Pharaoh overtook the Hebrews near Pi-ba- 
hiroth, where the raginw ocean met them in the front, aiid 
a vast ridge of impassable mountains inclosed them on either 
hand : " Glory be on me ! cried the exulting monarch. See 
how my happy stars have hemmed in the fugitives! Now 
shall they either return to their servitude, or perish on the 
points of Egyptian swords ; and Pharaoh shall no more be 
upbraided with a God greater than himself" But Pharaoh's 
boastmgs were premature ; his hopes were blasted before 
they were full blown : for it came to pass, that the Almiirhly 
look the cause of his people into his own hands, wrought 
salvation for them, and with an high hand destroyed him 
and all the Egyptian chivalry. 

Business calls me hence, gentlemen. I hold it good that 
we adjourn unlil to-morrow 
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Fastosus. Do not boast, cousin, nor let it once enter 
Tour mind, that your reception amongst mankind is more 
cordial and liearty than mine ; for where there is one per 
Eon who prostitutes himself to the devil Avaro, there are a( 
least twenty who fall down at the shrine of the adored Fos- 
tosus; tJiough I will still own your crafliness has suluiued 
not u. few to your grovelling away. 

AvARO. Not a few, indeed ! Every nation furnisheth its 
quota, to make up the number of my ahject slaves, who 
adore me under feigned names, suitably atiapted to the ge- 
nius of each country. For instance, m Holland, I am called 
Mynheer Industry; in France, Monsieur Prudence; in 
Spain, I bear the name of Don Diligence ; in Austria and 
Russia, as also at the Hague, I am Imown by the name of 
Good Policy ; and in Great Britain and her colonies, I ain 
called Mister Care, alias Mr. Frugality; but my true name 
being rightly translated will read Covetousness. 

Great advantages arise to us from the concealment of our 
proper names. The word covetousness, you know, is of 
such 'a true brimstone color, that unless I had some method 
of disguising it, I could get but few adorers in comparison 
of wl»t I have. There are thousands who delight to keep 
me under their roofs, by the feigned names of Industry and 
Fnifmlity, who would be afraid to be seen in my company, 
under the name of Covetousness. They rise up early, sit 
up late, they eat the bread of carefulness, can never gel 
enough of work done by their servants and laborers ; they 
buy as cheap and sell as dear as they can, and are for ever 
concerting schemes of money-^tting; and yet tliey are not 
cDvefoua; all the world could not persuade them that they 
lire the worshippers of the devil Avaro. Even tlfose whose 
mommg and evening desires run in the following strain: 
" Wlial sliili I do to get money] How shall I manage to 
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'leep what I have got out of the reach of pilfering' roguea 1" 
Such are their desires, aod yet they are not covetous. Not- 
withstanding their increase, they cannot, with pleasure, aa 
sist the needy, unless by so doing they can serve tltevnselves ; 
anil yet they are not covetous. Such people are very apt 
to consider gain as a proof of their godliness, and it is diifi- 
cult for them to believe a poor man is honest If his honesty 
is so clear that they cannot deny it, tliey will tacitly charge 
him with cither indolence or want of economy, ns they take 
it for granted, any man may prosper in the world if he will; 
and yet they are not covetous. 

Infidgus. Your disciples, Avaro, it seems, have but little 
acquaintance with that divine providence which we are 
constrained to confess ; that providence which emptieth the 
store-house of one and filk that of another, according to the 
dictates of unerring wisdom. But by long observation, we 
'have learned, that the race is not !o the swift, nor the battle 
to tlie strong, but to whomsoever the Arbiter of the universe 
is pleased to give the blessing. What most suTptiseth me, is, 
to see BO many of your people among the professors of reli- 
gion. Do you think they have never heard that those who 
love the world, have not the love of the leather in them ; 
and that friendship with the world is enmity against God? 
Or do they suppose themselves capable of serving both God 
and mammon? 

AviHo. With your leave, sir, such texts of scripture are 
of no weight with our people. Some consider them as in- 
terpolations, others mistranslated, others still deem Ihem 
erroneous, therefore not to be regarded ; and all agree thai 
the force of such passages ought to be reasoned away. Yes, 
brother fiends, you may meet with many, who, if their men- 
tal sentiments may be known by their outward conduct, 
believe themselves capable enough of serving both God and 
mammon, and that it is very consistent to love both God and 
the world at the same time. All the week round, they are 
so earnestly engaged in pursuing worldly advantages, that 
one would suppose they had got an assurance that for one 
thousand years, at least, to enter upon, their souls shall not 
be require of them; or indeed one would think they believe 
not a syllable of the Bible, or that there is either God or 
devil, heaven or hell. Yea, so ardent is their chase after 
gold, they cannot spare so much time as to ask their servaits 
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whether they inieml for heaven or hell at their deitli? 
VViiGtIier they serve God or the devil! Wliether tliey read 
the Bible, or idle plays and novels! Whether they go lo 
fihurch or ale-house on a Sunday; or, indeed, whether 
th y Paoans or Christmns, Papists or Protestants! And 
h y ar good Christians themselves, members of 
d u a and worsliippers of the God of heaven. 

No V, hsta dmg their fervent zeal for, and unwearied 
dil ence n the cause of mammon, they will not absent 

em"* es from church on a Sabbath-day on any considera- 

n but, h all sincerity inmginftble, with the devotion 

o one ho day wipe off the stains of the former sis, and on 

M nday ome forth as fresh for the avaricious cliase as 

e e Thus you see, my subjects, by tlieir conduct, plainly 

a believe it very possible to serve both God and 

amm a and thus they give the lie to divine testimony. 

It IS now as it always was; many people follow religion 
with the same views with those of the loaf and the fish fol- 
lowers; they take up religion to procure a character among 
men, that it may serve as ft cloak for their mercenary pur- 
poses. The person deemed religious, being capable of ex- 
ecuting avaricious schemes with greater facility and advan- 
tage, than the man who is known to be an enemy to all re- 

Fastosus. It seems, Avaro, your money-hunters can 
adapt religion or any thmg to the great end of getting. I 
know thousands who would not attend the worship of God 
at all, if they found not their account in it I have laughed, 
many times, at seeing the atheist and the deist come to 
church and receive the sacrament, to qualify them for 
places of public concern. It may safely be supposed, that 
men who believe not the sacrament to be of divine institu 
tion, have some ends, no way religious, to answer, by their 
receiving it It is not a little droll too, to see many, who, 
for conscience sake, dissent from the church of Enirland. 
when they have the prospect of preferment come cordially 
to the altar and receive the consecrated elements from the 
parish priest Mortal man could not do more to secure all 
the emoluments of both church and state to their own party 
for ever, than the authors of the test act did, and yet many 
dissenters flay tae devil in cheating them. It must be » 



Ho.-«b,Coogle 



7& DIALOGUES 

close hedgo iudeed, in which some people will not find « 
^ole to creep through. 

lupiATOB. Ay, uncle, and it is every whit as droll to see 
-imny of my subjects, who never attend at church, except 
upon those occasions ; men who spend their whole time in 
drmking, gaming, and whoring, admitted to the table of the 
Ijjrd, to serve a turn in politics, contrary to every rule, di- 
vine and human ; and yet those men cojnmence the pillars 
and governors of the church, without coming near its as- 
Bemblies on other occasions. These things make amazingly 
for OUT interest. 

IiffiBELia. Not many days since, your son Diicordans 
gave us a most agreeable account of some of his operations, 
by the instrumentality of Prejudice and Palse-fieaaoning. I 
should be glad, my nephew, if you will be pleased, to go 
on with your story. 

DiscoRDANS. I have no objection, sir, if my honored pa- 
rent will be pleased to permit But Dtffiordans cannot so 
much as breathe, without the instigation of great Fustosus, 

FASToatia. You do me great honor, my son, and have my 
permission to proceed: but as I have urgent business in 
hand, and em already acquainted with your story, I shall 
leave you for the present, and meet you here to-morrow. 
Darkness and confusion attend you all. 

Dkcordans. This same glass, False-Reasoning, is the 
mirror in which the Jewish clergy, doctors of law, scribes, 
and Pharisees, tried the doctrines and actions of Immanuel 
and all his foUowrers. By these means they were fatally 
deceived, and led to reject the counsel of God agamst them- 
selves; yea, hardened to that degree, as to say, the light 
which enlighteneth every man that cometh into the world, 
is absolutely darkness, and to charge the Maker of all things 
With being a magician; even to put forth tlieir sanguinary 
hands, and murder the Lord of life. 

You may think I wat 
there was not a phariat,, ... -- - ■ 

not furnished with an mverting mirror and telescope. By 
Jiese means they became quite enamored with their own 
supposed virtue, and held all besides themselves to be ac- 
cursed ; that is to say, heretics, because they knew not the 
law; that is, they did not measure length and breadth, ex- 
actly accordmg to the standard of orthodoxy, which in all 
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Rgta has been the traditions of the elders, and not the scrip- 
tures of truth, aa some have erroneotisly aaserfed. 

Impiator. Hold, couBin, there I think jou musl be 
wrong ; for I myself was wont to hear Immaiiiiel, (who you 
know could not lie) refer his hearers to the scripture for the 
resolution of all doubts. 

DiacoRDANs. That is nothing at all to the purpose, cou- 
sin. I readili; grant, and none can honestly deny it, that 
the scripture is the standard of truth ; but truth and orthc- 
doxy are two things, very different, and sometimes diamet- 
rically opposite to one another. Bible doctrine is the same 
in all i^s and nations ; but orthodoxy in one nation differs 
at least as much from orthodoxy in another nation, as the 
several climates do from one another. To go no farther 
than Britain, you see what is south of the Tweed account- 
ed the purest religion in tJie world, is, tipon travelling far- 
ther towards the pole, deemed corrupt, superstitious, and 
antichristian. So it is vice versa. Moreover, what has been 
orthodox and apostolic in one age, has had the misfortune to 
become quite heterodoji and damnable in the next ; so thai 
there is no certain standard of orthodoxy in any nation : but 
truth is always tlie same, and knows no standard but one. 

Indeed the synoil of Dort, and tlie reformers of the Eng- 
lish church, have done what mortal men could do to fix an 
everlasting standard of orthodoxy by tying all future pro- 
fessors to subscribe their traditions. But even that is insuf- 
ficient For, by the help of mental reaetvation, many sub- 
scribe contrary to their teal belief; and others, who have 
not that addre^, even go without a benefice, let them be- 
lieve the Bible ever so piously. Yea, I have known many 
deemed heretics, and burned at a state, merely for believ- 
ing the Bible. OrthodoJt papists, orthodos episcopalians, or- 
tlioilox presbytetians, and orthodox congregationalists, have 
ali had the honor of putting people lo death for their want 
of orthodo.\y ; that is, because they were daring enough lo 
think for themselves, contrary to the known maxims of the 
orlliodox priests, in every age. You know, it is ohservi.ble, 
that the orthodox are condescending enough lo suffer ether 
people to have thought for them. 

Impiator. What, cousin, has any sect of Christians, be- 
sides our friends the papists, been found to persecute those 
who differed from them 1 
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DiscoKDABS. Yes, cousin, every sect wliich has at any tmie 
been happy enoudi to grasp the reina of government for 
tlis time being. The worthy papists bore the bell of ortho 
dosjr for the space of twelve hundred and sixty years, 
during which time much blood was shed by open massa 
cres, secret aasassinationa, pretended judicatures, acta ol 
bloody feith ; and, at last, to finish the bloody reign of ftnti 
Christ, England, France, the Netherlands, and the valley* 
of Piedmont swam with the gore of such who would be- 
lieve the Bible sooner than the voice of Ihe priests. Qneeii 
Mary's reign fiirnished the orthodox in her day with a fine 
opportunity of discovering their zeal for the church, b\ 
murdering those who believed and obeyed the Bible; but 
her reign bebg short, and Elizabeth astendin? the throne 
upon her demise, the other scale rose uppermost, and the 
protestants in their turn became orthodox , that is, got the 
government into their hands 

O the violence of reputed orthodosy! Those same gen- 
tlemen were no sooner emerged from prison than they also 
let the world know that they were not to he differed &om 
with impunity ; that the formula of their feith and worship 
must be regarded with as implicit obedience as that in tlie 
former reign imposed by the papists. Now the presbytori- 
ans, independents, and other congregationalists, felt the 
weight of their rage, or, If you please, zeal for orthodoxy, 
and the good of the church. Now the prison-keepers, and 
tlieir friend Master Ketch, liad pretty near as good a run 
of trade as in the reign of Mary. And now tlie wilds of 
America begun to he well peopled witli English protestants 
and oppres."*!?!! dissenters; and the good episcopalians al 
home, kept tiie fleece to themselves, and had all the good 
of the church before them. But those said presbyteriana 
and independents had no sooner crossed the ocean for con- 
science sake, and found themselves secure from episcojrali- 
an rage, than they themselves commenced orthodox and set 
up their own formula as the standard of religion, to whicli 
-hey required as implicit submission from otheis as the gooi! 
bishops of England had erewhie done frran themselves; 
and now the poor antipedobaptisla and quabers were taught, 
Wat a mittimus is a mittimus, whether it is signed by a pa- 
cast, an episcopalian, or a presbylerian ; and that sentence 
sf death ia to be dreaded as laucii from the mouth of the latter 
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IS of the former. Those same dissenters, who had so lately 
found Old England too hot for themselves, by tijo glowings 
irf priestly zeal for orthodoxy, soon made New England too 
hot for the poor quakers and antipedobaptists ; who, t» es- 
cape the rage for presbytery, fled, Uie one to Pennsyl' ania 
aiid the other to Rhode-Island, that they might not be com- 
pelled to worship God according to other people's con- 
sciences, and contraiy to their own. 

bmoEUS. So then the old spirit of calling down fire 
from heaven upon heretjcs, or tlnse who rtalk in a different 
way, it seems has prevailed in raodem times as well as of 
yore. O what a mask is that i hiiraan rage in the character 
of godly zeal ! It is wonderful to see people glorifying the 

Slice of liberty, bnt shutting their brethren up in a dnngeon 
conscience sake ; worshipping the savior of men's lives 
by putting people to death, hecaiBe they will worship him 
in a diflerent form ; and it is as woiderful that the amhas- 
(adors of peace, as they call themselves, diould be the 
principal agents of this violence. 

DiscoRD&Ns. But for the ambassadois, persecution hau 
never been known in the world, sir. The laity have sc' 
little zeal for God, that they would, if not instigated by the 
clergy, suffer men to worehip him according to the best 
understanding tiiey have of his mind revealed in the Bible. 
But the amlrassadors are quite of another opinion ; for, by 
them it is determined, that God shall be worshipped in the 
very mode by them directed, or he shall not be worshipped 
at all, if they can help-it The honor of persecution, alias 
punishing of heretics, must all be ascribed to the reverend 
ambassadors. 

Impiator. By ambassadors, T suppose, cousin, you mean 
popish priests in contradistinction from protestant ministers. 

DiscoRDA!is. I mean both papists and protestanls, cou- 
sin; and with me it is not very easy to determine which 
best deserve the honorable appellation. 

But to return to my story. I taught the respectable 
Pharisees in general the use of my instruments, which, m 
you Eaw in the lale experiment, perfectly invertelh every 
object i and so, by my prudent management, those very 
people, held to be the most religious of the Jews, were 
wrought up to such a degree of self-conceit, as to fit them 
for executing- the will of Uie devil ; still supposing that they 
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were doing good service \o the God of brael. Contemplated 
under the reflection of my ingenious instruments, those 
phariseea, who were darkness itself, considered themselves 
as angels of light, and each became so enamored of his own 
personal excellenciea, that all who were not of their sect or 
persuasion, were held in the inost consummate abhorrence; 
BS accursed, and ignorant of their traditions, yea, even ene- 
mies to the Almighty. 

They viewed tnmanuel, the brightness of the Father's 
glory, and express image of his person, by the help of ny 
glasses, in which, to them, he appeared as one come from 
Beelzebub, md performing miracles in the spirit and power 
of the great apostate. Hia immediate disciples were, indeed, 
men of whom the world was not worthy ; yet, viewed by 
the help of these notable instruments, they appeared as 
creatures the most despicable. Although men of peaceful 
principles, willing to spend and be spent for the good of 
mankind, they were held to be enemies to tlje public good , 
men who turned the world upside down ; unworthy of a 
dwelling in the tents of humanity, and therefore (hrust out 
of the world with violence. Such wonderfiil works were 
BccomplisJied of old, by fJie help of these amazing instni- 
menle, and stJll they are perfect as ever, and fit for operation. 

Even at this day, when the whole system of revealed 
truth is examined by my inverting mirror, it is mlsoppre- 
bended as cunningly devised fehles; a well-concerted sys- 
tem of falsehood; or a priestly imposition on the conscience* 
and understanding of the laity. Yes, my fellow destroyers, 
by my wise government, many who value themselves as the 
greatest masters of reason, are so absolutely stupid as to sup- 
pose that the eternal God has left men at large, without any 
given law or revelation of his mmd, to which their submis- 
sion is required. Being thus stupidly absurd, you will not 
wonder, fliat the same masters of reason have been injeni- 
ous enough to find out, that this world, unwieldy as It is, 
ivas dexterous enough to create itseli; and possesseth wisdom 
enough !o be its own governor. 

Infidgus. By your leave, cousin, this last part of your ac 
count belongs to my administration. Yon preside only over 
disseiision and division. 1 wont to hear some of your opera- 
tions of this kind. 

DiscoRDiHS. True, sir. But if I preside over diaseosioim 
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divisions, animosities, &c. you know I must be allowed to 
use proper means, by whicli my works are to be propagated ; 
for I am not lilie tliose human fools, who expect the cnil 
without using tlie means. Besides, sir, that one devil should 
assist another, is by no means agamst the laws of our fra- 
ternity. If I, to promote ray beloved discord, call in the aa- 
eistance of your bewildering inDuencee; I also, in a kind re- 
tarn, by the divisions which I foment, etently strengthen 
the slavish bands of great infidelity. Our interest being 
mutual, I hope the worthy Infidelis will never grumble to 
lend me all possible assistance, in striving to make this 
earth, as much as may be, to resemble the regions of the 
damned. Moreover, our great prmce and parent ia no way 
careful, about which of his illustrious family is the instru'- 
ment in damning a soul, so that the work of damnation ia 
eflected. 

Infidblis. I have no oWection, cousin, to assist you, or, 

of our kindred. All I desire is, to have due notjcs 

,n of my influence. Our leading view ought undoubtedly 

le tlie destruction of men, in compliance with the will of 

our great ancestor. But I detain you. 

DiscoRDANS. The ancient phaiisees were not the only 
dupes I have had in the world. The great man at Rome,, 
the fiither of the world, and head of the church of antichrist, 
has been as much my dupe as people of less eminence, aa I 
shall show you in the sequel. 

iNnoEUS. What, cousin, have you become acquainted- 
with ray old friend? I should like to know how that came 
to pass, and what acquaintance you have with him. 

DiacoiujAMS. I accomplished it in the following manner. 
First I presented his supreme holiness with a pair of my in- 
Btrumenta, of the right Luciferian constniction, on purpose 
that he might, by their assistance, try all the bulls he should 

fublish, and all the causes which should come before him. 
'or it ought to be observed, the time was when the whole 
world wondered at his infellihle judgment Infallible, so 
given out, and so for many ages received. Yea, so poweriiil, 
60 efficacious has been the word of his holiness, that ere now 
his very breath has blown the crown off from the head of 
one prince, upon that of another. So very extensive hia 
iovereign sway, that to give a kinydom to a devoted friend. 
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wasnomore to Jiim, than to give a snuff of sneezing would 
be to a trusty higblander. 

From tlie use of my instrumenla there arises a necessity 
ttiat his holiness's bulls, &c, should be the most perfect anti- 
chtistianism ; so that in the inverting mirror they may as 
sume the likeness of unerring truth. It is the same witli 
the persons and tilings which the hoary fetlier is concerned 
with t the sentence is, in general, contrary to the real in- 
trinsio merit of the party or cause. Hence we find a turbu- 
lent Beeket canonized for a saint, and placed among the 
Roman deities; and a pious Cranmer condemned to the 
stoke. Regicide is rewarded as meritorious, whilst walking 
according to the dictates of conscience is held altogether 
damnable, both in this and the future world. 

From the proper application of this mirror, popish bulls, 
decrees of councils, canons of churches, hiunan composed 
Swmulasofworship, are supposed to be stamped with divine 
authority; whilst the Bible, that onJy revelation of thedi- 
•me mind, is considered not only as insufficient to show to 
men the way of salvation, but even dangerous to be read by 
the laity ; and it is absolutely forbidden their use, lest, by 
knowmg too much of the will of God, they should perish 
from the popish faith. So the good old vicar obliges the 
laity to go to hell blindfold without complaining. 

Nothingcanbemorecertain, than that either his holinesi 
the pope, or the writers of the scriptures, must be mistaken. 
The former says the Bible is dark, mysterious, difficult to be 
understood, and even danijerous to the souls of men ; where- 
as the latter say, the scripture way of salvation is so plain 
and easy, that the wsyfering man, though a stranger, though 
even a fool, shall not err therein. The pope has, for weighty 
reasons, been pleased to forbid the use of the scriptures, un- 
der the heavy penalty of death and damnation ; Jesus, the 
author of the Bible, commands all men to search the scrip- 
tures; and his spirit in Paul, applauds this conduct in the 
noble Bereans. Surely this jioints out the very person of 
antichrist Ilis holiness at Rome, and all other great lend- 
ers of the church, are of opinbn that the scripture is not of 
itself sufficient to be the guide of conscience, the rule of 
feith and practice, therefore canons, creeds, liturgies, &c. ara 
introduced to make the formula of wordiip more complete. 
But Paul the apostle tells mankind, that the scripture is able 
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throug'h God, to make them wise to salvation. So that the 
one or the other must needs be mistaken. 

Impiatok. IJis holiness of Rome was in the right, (o for- 
bid reading of the Bible, and they find tlieir itccount in bo 
doing. The old Bible, I am told, tolerates even a gospel- 
minister to lead about a wife, but confines him to one only. 
Tbprefbre this Bible did not suit uiy good friende of the 
priesthood. But the pope's Bible, which forbids to marry, 
and enjoins an unreserved auricular confession, gives the 
gentlecnen of the cloth an opportunity, under the pretence 
of being righteous more than others, of being lascivious to 
the uttermost, and to defile all the nuns in the convent. 
Wbat fiiU-fed fiiar would not choose a tree admission into 
such a seraglio, rather than be confined by sacred marriage 
lo one only wiffe 1 With them it is a rule, liat much pleasure 
arises from variety. 

DiscosDAHS. So, cousin, I find you are acquainted with 
nur old friends, the priests of Rome. 

Impiator. I have been long acquainted with them. Why, 
cousin, the greater part of them dwell in my canton of literal 
fornicators, and they are all freemen in the district of mys- 
tical whoredom. 

DiscoRDANS. I have taken care to fiirnish every true 
member of the Italian church with a partial telescope, by 
the help of which he lakes a false view of the members cj all 
other communities whatever; and in the very spirit of the 
ancient Pharisees, holds all to be accursed who are not of hia- 
communion. By these means also, the holinessof real saints 
is called heresy, and the heresy of the papists oblams the 
name of holiness. The will-wordiip, superstition, and idol- 
atry, of those sons of the mystic whore, they call piety, 
whilst the pure s^ritual worship of God, m Christ, is by 
them termed schism and heresy. 

In my instruments the papislSjin general,, view the right- 
eousness of Immanuel, as the ground of man's acceptance 
Willi God, and therefore, say Siej, " It is all a chimera, & 
mere shadow, a dL'ctrine of licentious tendency, unfit to be 
pnhlisheil amongst mankind." But when they consider their 
own personal merit, by the help of my telescope, they are 
ravished with their own supposed excellency. "A right- 
Kiusness of their own," say they, " is a work of substance, 
snd will bear oui- dependence. Here is righteousness of my 
Q2 
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own working out, enough to obtain the favor of God, and to 
epare. Blessed be my own hands for working out my sal- 
vation, and more than my salvation. Adored be my own 
Heart for possessing more than holiness sufficient lo bring 
nje to heaven." Of the same opmion is the Rev. Mr. John 
Wesley, with whom it is plain, that the grace of God is in- 
sufficient to salvation, without the co-operation of the crea- 
ture ; who yet is confessedly incapable of doinn; any thing 
anghL There is a very near relation between the old gen- 
tleman at Rome, and his kinsman at the Foundry. Both are 
Dopes, though the latter is much more diminutive than the 

There was a time, when the whole assemblage of priests 
look it into their heads to promote their own religion, and 
to suppress that which had any tendency lo lessen the im- 
portance of the sacerdotal order. For their more success 
they inquired of my mirror, as an oracle, for detection, as 
to means most proper for the purpose. Answer was given, 
"By the power of the sword." Therefore, in the popish 
Bible, it is written, " Those who, in contempt of holy church, 
shail taJse upon them to live according to the dictates of 
conscience and scripture, shall die the death, and their eslatea 
shall be confiscated to the prince of the realm, provided al- 
ways that one full moiety of every such estate shall, without 
deduction, be returned to his holiness at Home, the prince 
over the kings of the earth. Moreover, whoever shall hesi- 
tate about yielding his conscience lo the guidance of the 
priest, and shall not with apparent willingness hind his soul 
lo the horns of the pontifical altar, shdl be deemed and 
damned for an heretic ; that is, shall be burned out of this 
world at a stake, and shall burn for ever in the world to 
come, according lo the good pleasure of his merciful holi- 

Inhdelis. Ah, cousin, tJie devil was sadly outwitted in 
that afiair; for although the bumingof heretics was a pleas- 
ing diversion to our good friends the priests for the time be- 
ing, it has brought them into contempt which wO prove 
everlasting. Having set the world upon reflection, it is now 
fcund, to our grief, that the religion of Jesus has no con- 
neaion With a spirit of intolerance, which, wherever it ob- 
tains, is known to be the spirit of antichrist One would 
really suppose, that the successor of St Peter had quite for- 
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gotten the injunction given his predeceesor, to cease from 
Sie use of the sword and let it aiide in its shealh, seeing he 
accounts its edge tobethenioslconvincingofallBrguments. 
But I interrupt your story, cousin. 

DiscoaoAKS. Ollen have 1 seen the whimsical hermit 
and fentastical devotee, take an ample view of his own re- 
ligious proceedings, with this partial telescope and inverting 
mirror, uid thus sounds the voice of self-applause from the 
herraitical cell at the bottom of Sinai, or on the top of Ararat 
" Lo, what a high degree rf holiness my own sell-denial and 
assiduity iiave procured me. Behold ! what great good my 
crucifi.iion of the flesh, and separation from the worid, have 
wrought out for me; for which I may thank my own reso- 
lution. By my pious diligence I have obtained holinesB suf- 
ficient to qualify me for, and good works more than enough 
to entitle me to heaven. Happy I, who have made such t. 
good improvement of my time ! Unlike to those indolent 
people who, when they die, are obliged either to purchsEe 
tlieu- pardons at an advanced price, or to lie for ages in the 
flames of purgatory, burning away their rebellions; I shall 
get safe lo heaven without so much as touching at tliat 
flaming prison on my journey." 

Impiator. Dearcousin, how Ihave laughed; laughed my- 
self out of breath, strong and healthy as my longs are, to 
Bee the papa! penitent, after he has in holy zeal whipt him- 
self with the caW-nine-tftils, for the length of several streets, 
till the impious olfendmg ^re has laid on the stones. En- 
amored with his own fortitude in so belaboring the sinful 
flesh, I have seen him, after his penitential work was finish- 
ed, examine every stripe by the help of my valuable inatni- 
ments, and >Ln he viewed, he cried with the voice of exulta- 
tion, " Ah, how infatuated are those who hope lo get to hea- 
ven in a whole skin ; without mortifying and punishing the 
wicked flesh ! To expose themselves to such severe exercise 
in tiie discipline of jjurgatoiy, for want of devotion enough 
to .submit to the discipline ot'^the church, how impious ! But 
I shall have a speedy entrance into happiness on my dissolu- 
tion ; for I mortify the members of this body, and these 
wounds religiously inflicted voluntarily by my own hand, 
will be so many mouths to intercede for me with the Al- 

AvARo. So then, cousin, tlie intfrcrasion of Immanue! is 
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quite out of the question, with your penitents, I perceivci 
And indeed Uiose people who can whip themBelves to hea- 
ven cannot have much need of bis advocacy and intercesEion. 
If the whip, well applied, can save a man from destruction, 
one would be apt to conclude, that Immanuel might have 
saved himself tho expense of such bloody sufferings and 
agonizing sorrows as he underwent. 

Dlscokdanb. That is true, cousin ; hut their first concern 
is nut with Inunaauel, but his holiness the pope. Not abo'it 
the fevor of God, but that of his reverence the priest, who 
is tliought to have all the orators of heuven under his influ- 
ence. Therefore, those that hope for fevor with the inhabit- 
ants of heaven, must be very careful not to lose the good 
graces of tlie purson; for it is thought, no man can meet 
witli a cordial reception in the other world, but what faring 
proper credentials with him from the ghostly guide of hia 
conscience in this. But Death is a wonderful instructor, 
and teaches the pcxff beguiled criminals, lessons which Ihey 
never thought of in life ; and amongst others, this important 
ime, that the favor of the pope and priest can be of no more 
service to a dying man, than the fevor of Mahomet 

When the true-born sons of the scarlet whore, are pleased 
to view the Protestants with my telescope, indignation rises 
in the heart ; and thus they give vent to their zeal and ven- 
geance ; " Ah, what a goodly heaven would it be to see those 
heretics broiling in the flames of hell! When shall ven- 
geance fell lo the uttermost upon those who dare despise the 
authority of the church and its holy priest 1" 

iNFiDGua. It is allowed on afl hands in the church of 
Rome, that to protest against the pope's supremacy, and dis- 
believe his infeUibility, is tlie sin unpardonable; for which 
no dispensation whatever can be obtained from the clergy, 
however much their so doing may he approved in heaven. 
And it is an article m the papal feith, that fire and fagot, 
rack and gibbet, are the niost convincing, or rather invinci- 
ble of all arguments, and therefore never to be omitted in 
the deoiaon of religious disputes. 

Impiator. When we consider, sir, that his holiness of 
Rome is not such an able logician as Jesus of Nazareth, 
and hath a religion very different from his to defend, we 
must allow that he is m the right of it to reason with tjie 
adge of the coercive weawn. Fraudulent religion is liabl; 
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(o many disad^'anlages to which truth is not eul^ect ; and 
although the one will eternally stund of itself, against all 
tlie machinations of darkness, the other will require the 
assislance of violence and intolerance to uphold it Who 
then can blame their papal reverences for pulling the sword 
from its scabbard, in order to convince gainsayers? I have 
seen many, by dint of sound reasoning, most grievously con- 
found the 'holy fathers, who became like dumb dogs that 
could not bark before them, in a moment's lime silenced by 
Iht end of a cord, or some such irrelutabie argument. These 
are wonderful ways to enlighten the consciences of heretic^ 
gontlemen. But I pray you, cousin, have you no concern 
among tiie Protestants? 

DiscottDANS. Not a little, cousin, which, to-morrow, 1 
may give you some account of; but at present must forbear, 
tho usual time of interview being elapsed. Adieu, my kins- 
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Yes, gentlemen, strange as it may seem, I assure you my 
advantages by these instruments are great, and my influ- 
ence even over Protestants not to be despised. Though, it 
is true, I am at no pins to prejudice the Protestants against 
the Papists, or to make use of my instruments in orier to 
roniier the latter more disagreeable than they really are. 
For, whilst in Ihe body, it ia impossible to make a thorough- 
bred papist more diabolical than he is already. I leave it 
therefore with the Protestants to examine the worshippers 
of the pope, in the mirror of revealed truth, by which the 
anti-christianism of tliat religion is sufficiently detected ; 
and all tlie fallacy of priestcraft is brought to open light. 
But, great is the business which I do between one Protest- 
ant and another; who, although they unanimously agree to 
Buake off the jrapal yoke, are most grievously divided among 
themselves. They abominate the high and arrogant pre- 
tensions of Rome ; yet they themselves arc severally the 
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most orthodox, and drink deeper into the spirit of poperj 
than they are perhaps aware oi; even of the precioue spirit 
of intolerance end bigotry. 

When a, zealous churchman, such as Sacheverel, or hia 
lordship of L ^ or a Durell, Nowel, or Blackett, ex- 
amines hia own party with my telescope and mirror ; how 
enamored is the good man on the discovery of his own ex- 
cellency! How much of the self-opinionated strain flows 
from his boasting lipsl "There isno doubt, says he, bulo'ir 
chureh is truly apostolical; the purest church in the whole 
world. We hold &st the form d" sound worda, and are no', 
forgetful of the tradition of the elders." 

fKFiDELis. No, cousin, they are not forgetful of tradition; 
for with all the pompous parade of lordly prelates, there ia 
not a small port of the Episcopalian formula that derives its 
existence fem the traditions of even the Romish &theri 
Cringing' and curtsying when the name of Jesus is pro- 
nounced; worshippmg with the face towards the east; 
keeping lent, and other holidays besides the Christian Bab- 
bath ; fisting on Fridays ; crosauig in baptism ; with a great 
many more, are all sprung from the Italian fountain. In like 
manner the names of their priests evidently shovi' that the 
pope stood godfather at their christening. And he that but 
looks on their canonical robes, must be instantly convinced 
that they are cut in the true Italian taste. However, they 
are not the only Protestants who hanker after papal cus- 
toms; for even the Geneva cloak itself discovers the tailor's 
acquaintance witJi the shops of Italy. And yet to hear the 
Calvinists boast of their reformation from popery, one would 
think we could not find so much as a shred of tlie strum- 
pet's garments withm the pale of their presbytery. 

DiscoBDANS. It is a rule with mankind in general, to look 
out narrowly for the mote in the eye of another, whilst thev 
tenderly pass by the beam which is in their own eye ; and, 
as we have brought the world into such a state of disorder, 
it is no difficult matter for the eye of jealousy to End feults 
enough. Sometimes I clap my telescope to the eye of a 
true son of the church, and direct him to survey the whole 
body of dissenters ; he obeys, and then exclaims, " The^ 
^me roundheads are schismatics, prone to strife and sedi- 
tion ; Helfsufficient, turbulent, and uneasy bigots ; haters of 
apostolic discipline, and lovers of licentiousness, who there- 
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fere spit in the fece of their mother, and wickedly hjiie the 
purest church in the world." 

Impiator. I praj you, cousin, are (here none apootohcal 
oesideB the Episcopalians 1 

DiscoBDiNs. Ojes, cousin Impiator; all are apostohcaL 
if Uieir own testimony ia to be credited. AU the Romish 
clergy are apostolical, and give it out tliat Peter the lislxr- 
man was their ^eat-grandfether. The church of Scotland 
IS also apostolical, and the power of the twelve apcwtles is 
thought to have been transferred to the Scolch preobvlerv 
The Independents are apostolical also on account ot the 
soiindneas of (heir doctrine, and regularity of some part of 
their discipline. But both they aM the north country cler- 
pymen labor under some disadvantages ; for the latter have 
lost tlie deed of transfer, which conveyed the authority of 
the apostles unto the presbytery; and the former are un- 
happy enough to bo unable to produce either precept of 
precedent from the apostles for iniant sprmHing, which ia 
notwithstanding a foundation doctrine, and by them account- 
ed Christian baptism. The Baptists, or, as the Independents 
and Methodists respectfully call them. Anabaptists, you may 
he sure, are not less apostolical than their neighbors, hav- 
ing, besides all the advantages claimed bv the Independents, 
llie enjoyment of baptism according to the primitive insti- 
tutioa So that no defect whatever, in point of a gospel 
spirit, can binder them from being apostolicaJ. 

Even Mr. Wesley and his preachers give themselves out 
to be apostolical, notwithstanding Mr. Wesley asserts Ihat 
salvation is by works, which the apostle Paul denied. No 
contradiction whatever will hinder the teachers of the peo- 
ple trom considering themselves as apostohcaL When I an 
used to attend the Sandemajiian church, after service-time, 
and divert myself with Uieir playing at biindman's huii; 1 
confess I could not easily gather from what part of the apos- 
tles' conduct they derived their warrant for this game; any 
more than for cards, skitUes, attending plays and masque- 
rades, going to Vaushall, Ranelagh, &c. &x. and yet this is 
the only apostolic church in the world in its own esteem, 
taken in its proper connexions. However, it is said, some 
of the oldest pillars of the church having had their shina 
repeatedly broken, and the elders' noses having been smit- 
ten oven to bloodshed, Ihey have laid aside tiiat dangerou* 
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play of blindiiiati's b\iff, so very apostolical a few years ago, 
mm liave found out ways and means of becoming little chil- 
dren, less dangerous and more becoming their inlant capa- 
cities, by which they may spend the evening of every &ib- 
bath. 

Ihpiator. By your leave, cousin, I have often been pua- 
tied to find out how it is the prelates of the church of Eng- 
land came to he apostolical; and 1 protest 1 cannot, ailer 
all, unriddle Ihe mystery. I have heard my father say, tlial 
the apostles were never consecrated to any see whatever in 
England, and there was not half the number of apostles 
there are of prelates even in this isknd. Moreover, I have 
biiard him say, the archbishops and bishops of the Eoglisb 
cliurch are the successors of the archflamins and flamiiis, 
the dignitaries of the old British pag;an church, prior to tl)e 
days of Lucius. Now if they hold the honors and revenues 
of the pagan clergymen, how is it that they are apostolical! 
Is it because the name is changed from iiamin to bisliop, or 

Certain it is, the English bishops must be of a more noble 
order than the apostles. There are lord bishops; they pos- 
sess great revenues; they are clothed in soft raunent, 
and dwell m kings' courts; they are too high, too polite, too 
dignified, to preach in a common assembly, or indeed in any 
other, more than twice or thrice a year. Biit the apostles 
were men of mean extraction, not lords, not right rever- 
ends; plain Paul, Peter, James, &c. They were contented 
if their revenues would purchase food and raiment for 
tliem ; they seldom appeared amongst great men, m kings' 
cotirta, otherwise than in quality of prisoners ; they were 
willing to spend and be spent, in preaching the gospel to 
all people, and on all occasions ; they had no carriages, no 
equipages, nothing to glory of but their afflictions, which 
ffell upon them in every place wherever they came. 

lifFiDEus. There is some weight in your reasoning, my 
son, and they will understand it hereafter. But, in the mean- 
while, it is not clever in the churchmen, however zealous, 
to chaise the nonconformists with having separated from 
llie church. The church of England, in her rubric, defines a 
church to be " a congregation of faithful men, where the 
word is preached, and the ordinances are administered;" 
(rom whence it i^ plain, a church may meet in a botuc 
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which hnE never a steeple ; and Et man may leave the house 
of parish worship, or what is calleii the parish church, and 
yet cleave to a congregation of iaitlifu! men and women, 
where the ordinances ore adminiEtered and the word preacli- 
ed, which the rubric, as before observed, acknowledges to 
be the true church. Churches are built of living stones, 
which never a parish church nor cathedral in England is ; 
therefore a departure from them can never, with propriety, 
be said lo be a schism in the church. My good friend, the 
high churchman, is somewhat unkind to tbe nonconformisls 
in this affair. 

DiscoRBANs. I allow it, sir. But I assure you the non- 
conformist perfectly understands the law of retaliation, and 
is an adept in the use of my instruments In some zealous 
hour of self-approbation you may hear his thoughts about 
the Episcopalians. " These Episcopalians, says he, tliese 
mongrels, are monsters in religion ; like Ephraim, they are 
neither baked nor unbaked, but like a cake not turned ; 
neither good protestanta nor right papists. Partly they wor- 
ship God, and partly they obey the pope. What consistency 
can there be in such a jumbled religion 1 Can there be any 
good, where tliere is so much papal dross and refuse ? Any 
true religion where there is so much false traditional supei> 
Btitioni Can there be any thing of the substance, where 
there is so much of the shadow 1" So you see there is never 
a sect of Protestants, but will occasionally do the devil a 
kindness, in their treatment of one another. 

Infid&lis. This language of the nonconformists is not 
general, cousin ; for there are many who believe tiiat a per- 
son may really be saved, although even not of their con»- 
munity ; and that all who differ from them, are not to be 
treated as absolutely enemies to God and all religion. The 
like may be said of the good people of the church of Eng- 
land. For amongst them you will find some who do not 
really think that every dissenter ia absohitely in a state of 
damnation, and hope at least that a man may escape hell, 
even though he never sets his foot in the parish churcL 
However, I have often been highly diverted at hearing the 
church ^rson on the one hand, railing against the neigh- 
boring dissenters as worse than the papists, instead of 
preaching tlie gospel; and, on the other hand, the dissenter, 
with the greatest dexterity, bandying back the curse upon 
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hia reverence, as the dog lliat barks at the sheep of Christ 
Prejudice, cousin, deals all in extremes; it never touche» 
on the middle path of jud^ent, tlie path reserved for tha 
genlJe steps of candor. 

DiscoKDANH. It is not enough that I persuade the most 
bigoted pact of both conformists and nonconformists, recip- 
rocally to consider each other as the avowed and incorrig- 
ible enemies of Christianity, ajid themselves to be its warm- 
est votaries. But I find means to procure the noncons a 
sight of each other in my celebrated telescope, and each to 
treat the different denommations witli as much rigor and in- 
justice, as if they were not followers or did not profess to 
be followers of one and the same Savior. The hottest 
episcopalian rage ever felt by their forefathera, discovered 
not more bigotry than what some of them discover against 
one another. 

I was greatly edified the other day in paying a visit to an 
eminent Quaker, who, when with curious eye he was exam- 
bing my instruments, was moved ly the spirit of self-con- 
ceit, to examine, try, cast and condemn all the sects of pro- 
fessors around him, as destitute of the inward power of re- 
ligion ; and thus, having my telescope at his eye, he began ; 
" Friend Episcopalitis, I pereeive ttiou art so carried away 
with the form, that thou carest not for the power of reli- 
gion. Vain man, shadows are thy delight, and thou little re- 
gardest the substance. Dost thou think, friend Episcopalius, 
that the spirit is in the service-book I Why dost not thea 
read friend Barclay's Apology! Dost thou suppose that 
Christian ministers are ever to he seen shrouded in Romish 
weeds and surplices ^ How can thy steeple-house be a re- 
teptacle of the meek and peaceful samts, when there is 
Biich a clinking of bells from the top of iti Is it not more 
likely a synagogue of Satan, whose servants are turbulent 
and noisy } Thy ministers preach for hjre, friend, they take 
tithes and offerings from the people, and how can they then 
be ministers of Jeans Christ? I advise thee, friend Episco- 
palius, to consider thy ways, and turn to the light within 
thee; then thy priests will let one shirt at a time serve 
their turn, and will no tonger preach for tithes and offer- 
ings. Then shaJt thou thyself be led to renounce the fanta- 
sies of this vain life, and solicit neither for church nor stata 
preferment, hut wilt content thyself with getting money in 
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a way of trade, like our aelfdenying brethren. I say again, 
vain man, consider how worldly are thy practices. 

"As for you, my friends of tlie Presbyterian and inde- 
pendent denominations, I allow that ye do not conform to 
the corrected mass-book, for which some praise is due lo 
you. Bui, alaa ! ye conform to the world, notwithstanding, 
iiook ye, friends, your women wear ribbons of unholy co- 
lors; rings of gold, polluted by the profane hands of the eil- 
Tersmith ; yea, ruffles, furbeloes, and heads frizzled up to an 
enormous height, of downright French proftneness; your 
women are ladies, madams, and misses, all of which mdi- 
cate liiat ye are destitute of the inward power, and neglect 
to look to the light within you. Yea, examine but your own 
clothes, ye who call yourselves gentlemen, and see what ir- 
religion discovers itself in every part of their febrication. 
Do j'ou see, friends, your parsons wear clothes of an idola- 
trous black, and bands starclied with superstition, afler the 
manner of popish and episcopalian hirelings. Ye make 
ministers, sprinkle your inSints, use ordinances, and, like 
all other worldlings, are as much attached to shadows, as if 
the substance were not to come; yea, your clothes are 
made of unholy colors, such as are worn by the servants of 
the flesh; ye wear buttons, made of metal digged out of 
the bowels of the sinful earth ; even pocket-holes impiously 
gaping in the fore-skirts of your upper garment ; and to add 
to the height of your carnality your hits are wickedly 
cocked, afler the manne t th son f ant chrisL I charge 
jou ail, ye Presbyterians d ml p nd t , to turn to the 
light within you, and th t ill 1 d y o the substance. 
Then will ye forsake all th oe ly n ad worldly vanities. 

" As for thee, my friend Bapt n s, ( tinued the seri- 
ous Quaker) thou art w oe th n 11 th rest; they have 
given up some of the ord es wh h w e in use during 
flie apostles' days, but thou retainest every punctilio; in 
this therefore thou art formal and superstitious. By leading 
of people to submit to those primitive ordinances, thou di»- 
bonoresl the light within thee, which teaches those who 
obey it to despise ordinances, as thou seest in the case of 
our brethren. Besides, thy clothes are of a dark color, like 
those of otber hirelings and men-made preachers. Why 
dost thou not imitate our elders in wearbg cloth of a reli- 
gious color, even of an holy drab 1 Observe me, friend, tbj 
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liat is cocked after a popish manner, and tiiou wearest a 
button and loop upon il, after tiie fteliion of an antichrist. 
Wiiy iiaBt thou not hooks and eyes to raise it only to a half 
bend, after the manner of the spiritual ! 

"It appears but too plainly, friend Baptisnius, Uiat thoQ 
art still in the world. Thy preachers also wear popish 
cambric on their bosoms, preach for hire, and assume the 
epithet of reverend. Thee and thy friends make a mighty 
hustle about what thou caJJest tlie scripture. I pray thee, 
friend, turn thee from that dead letter, to the author of it 
within, so Bhalt thou be taught to contemn ordinances, aa 
we do, and to give honor to none of thy fellow-creatures, 
how much soever it may be due. 

" But thou, my friend Wesley, comest more near to the 
standard than any of thy neighbors. Thy priests are not 
hirelings, having only food and raiment, and thou wisely 
takast care of the rest Neither are they of human manu- 
ftcture. but are all like unto our elders, sent forth by special 
commission from heaven, from whence thou sayest thai 
tliou derivest thy own commission. 

" Thou preachest the free agency of man also, and shut- 
test none out ftom heaven, besides those who will not fiilfil 
Uiy conditions, or, as our elders say, refuse to obey the dic- 
tates of tlie true light within them. Nevertheless, IhoQ 
fiillest short of perfection ; for though thou despisest the 
bishops as dumb dogs, thou art mightily taken with the 
steeple-house; and, although thou thyself wilt be subject to 
no ordinance but what thou thinkest meet, thou supersti- 
tiously buidesl both thy preachers and people to the observ- 
ance of every rite of what thou callest the church. I pray 
tliee, friend John, why dost thou pinch thy belly on Fridays! 
What seest thou in the fiilh hour more than in the ninth, 
llmt thou shouldest set it apart for what thou callest devo- 
tion ! Why shouldest thou exhort thy preachers to read 
the scriptures with thy notes, to read thy other tracts in 
preference to alt others, to pray at certain hours, as if the 
spirit were at their cranmand, and to preach twice every 
day of their lives 1 Thou art t«o formal, friend, and regard- 
est not duly the light tliat is within thee." 

Infiuelis. And so your friend, the Quaker, is pleased to 
tell all the world, that he is possest of the spirit of bigotry 
and self-conceit. However, he is not the only bigot in the 
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world. Bigotry is an epidemical distemper Miong man- 
kind, and I know no greater bigots tiian tlie peoplt; who 
profess to be the warmest votaries for unlimited charity. 
Who waa ever more bigoted tlian friend Barclay and his 
quaking brethren? Or who in the world is more bigoted 
BJid dogmatical at this day, than the reverend principal of 
the Foundry, that great votary for universal redemption, and 
the Bpontaneoiis agency of men. So very highly is this 

Eentleman esteemed, by many of his people, 9iat I have 
eard his labors extolled above those of Paul the apoatle ; 
and indeed hunself accounted to be one of the two witnesses, 
spoken of in the apocalypse. But in this they must be mis- 
taken, miless by sackcloth, in which the witnesses prophe- 
eied, we are to understand prunella ; for in black prunella, 
instead of sackcloth, have al I the prophecies of Mr. John been 
published. 

DiscoRDANS. My friend, the Quaker, having triuraphantlj 
Burveyed the supposed imperfections of his neighbors, turned 
the telescope towards himself; then gathering his muscles 
kito a smile of self-complacency, he said. Yea, it is evident 
that I am a true Mower of the light within, for 1 give 
honor to no man, how much soever it is his due ; prince and 
peasant, noble and ignoble, are all the same to me, my fel- 
low-creatures and equals. In farther obedience to the in- 
ward light, I do not pray, not once in seven years, unle.-is 
moved by an impulse from the spirit. My inward bible 1 
often read; but the dead letter of external scripture I leave 
to tliose who are fond of shadows. My raiment too is all 
made of an approved color, even of sanctified drah; and my 
linen is plain, thouffh fine and neatly dressed. Yea, and 
Martha, my good wife, too, is separated from the world, and 
is a suitable help-meet \o a spiritual man ; she wears no 
fiirbeloes, no profkne cardinals, capuchins, dominos, &c. but 
all har apparel is rich, good and plain, becoming a separa- 
tion from the world. 

Inpidei^. With the Quaker's good leave, I think Ihe 
foulls he finds in his neighbors, are but little gnats when 
compared to the huge camels, which to my certain know- 
ledge he himself can swallow wiihout straining. Besides, 
the virtues of which he makes his boast, even supposing 
them to be virtues, are all external, and are no more than 
titlBs paid of anise, mint ano cummin, whilst the weightiei 
K2 



OO'^lc 



iy» UIAL0OUJ1.S 

matters of tlie law are neglcctod, perhaps even by this 

AvARo, I have oiten wondered what it is that makes a 
drab color more religious and becoming' than another; yet 
certainJy it must be so, for tiie Quakers are wise, very wise, 
and could not be irapoaod on, as every tradesman who deals 
with them is ready to testify. Amongst my disciples I have 
heard amazing accounts of the wisdom of the Quakers, and 
the use they are of, in teaching even novices wisdom, by 
their provident example. However, I have aa much won- 
dered what the papists, episcopalians, and every other sect 
of professors, discern so amiable and lovely in black, as to 
induce tliem to make it a canonical color; and almost, if 
notajtogether, essential to the ministration of the word. No 
doubt they have heard that Beelzebub is said to be drest in 
raiment M the deepest black; and one would wonder they 
should desire their ministers to be clothed in the tame 
nnilorm, seeing they professedly have deckred war gainst 
him and all his principalities. Yet so it is ; for any otiier 
than dark-colored clothes upon a minister, would trighien 
an auditory out of their pews, and the bcbt of sermons 
would not be worth hearing, if the preacher were not in- 
vested in the sacerdotal livery. 

Pabtosus. It is I, my friends, even I, wlio am at the 
bottom of that religious whim. But for me, white would 
bo thought to become tlie pulpit as well bs black, and green 
would be as holy as gray. I call it whim, because the 
greatest of the Nazarenes, in ancient times, knew no color 
which was more holy than the rest; and the same clothes 
in which the apcetle Paul made his tents, served him aa 
canonical robes, in which he also preached the gospel By 
tliis you may see that my influence is very extensive, even 
in religious thingis. 

Impiator. What, uncle, bad not Paul a gown and cas- 
sock, in which he preached, and a surplice in whicli he 
offered up his prayers? 

Fastosusl No, Imniatar. Where should He have tliem 1 
Vou may know that the gown, surplice, &c. were contrived 
\>y the man of sin, I mean the son of perdition, whose prin- 
cipal seat is at Rome ; but in the days of the apostles he 
■vas not reveale*', notwithstanding the mystery of popish 



H.^KvCoO'^lc 



OF DEVILS. 199 

loctniiB had indeed begun to worli. But all tiiis while wa 
fori,et our good triend the Quaker. 

iNriDEUH Indeed, brother, we do not use the Qua.k[T 
hRndaoinely m BO long neglecting' of him; but to make hirn 
souie amends, I must tell 70U, that I Imve often laughed 
heartJj to hear Uiose precise gentry exclaim against the 
torni of rehgion by others adhered to, as if they theniselves 
woie nothmg but spirit, when at the same time they are aa 
fcroJiii a people as any upon eiirth. And in truth very few 
of tliera know any thing at aJl of rehgion, besides that very 
i.nperfect form which they have adopted. But we are wise 
enougli to keep our thumb upon that ; for if the cheat were 
discovered, 1 am ^raid they would be glad to embrace tjiat 
part of the fonn of religion which they reject, in order 
to obtain tlie power of it, of which the ftr greater part of 
them now are destitute. 

DisGORDANs. I can tell you, the Quakers are liberally 
paid back in their own coin. And amongst every sect of 
Protestants hitherto mentioned, you will And some who 
seldom or never look at the people called Quakers but 
through my telescope. Were you by, when the Quaker is 
examined by the rest of the Protestants, you would almost 
split your sides with laughing at their partiality and unfair 
representation, Say they, " The Quakers' religion lies all in 
their dress, speech, and money-getting. Their religion lies 
not in the head, but in broad-brimmed half-cocked hata. 
Not in their hearts, but in their coats. Wot in their actions, 
but in their tongues. All their public meetings are calcu- 
lated to promote the great end of getting money, and in- 
creasing commerce ; are not religious, hat merely poliiica!." 
By this you may see, that the Quakers are abused and 
Iwliud m their turn, as well as they abuse and belie others. 
The above reflectiiins are just enough when applied only to 
some or to a great many of them, but will by no means hold 
as a general rule ; seeing you all know, there is now and 
then a Quaker who breaks away from his subjection to the 
god of this world ; and despising all that we and our sabis 
clan can do to prevent if, gets safe within the palace of Im- 
manuel. Moreover, tliere are, at those public meetings, 
some, though comparatively few, who have a truly religious 
design in giving their attendance. From these things yoiT 



-,b,Cooi^lc 



200 DIAIXWOBS 

may see, my frientb, tliat prejudice deals all in eilremefi 

und knows not how to apeak favorably. 

Infidblis. There is a gross mistake, into wliicli we have 
with creat vigilanco ensnared the posterity of Adam. When 
B small number only, of any particular body of people, are 
found guilty of a certain evil, the crime is UEuaily charged 
iijwn uie whole ; and the precipitate, injudicious conclu- 
sion is, " They are alike." For instance, the Munster Bap- 
tints were once guilty of certain outrages, witii which the 
whole sect of antipedoboptists are to this day very charitably 
calumniated. And because very many of the Quakers are 
amazingly wise to get money, and to keep it when it is pro- 
cured, it is often said they are all such, and that Avaro ia 
their lawgiver. 

Heyday, whither is the rule of moral equity gone, that 
the professors of religion cannot set their eyes upon iti 
Where is that candor and benevolence, which the Christian 
religion everywhere recommends, that you, cousin, have 
gained such an ascendency over them 1 

DiscOEDANS. By the instrumentality of these glasses, I 
got the preachers of salvation by grace, traduced as Antino. 
mians, and the doctrines of the word of God bespattered as 
so many sources of licentiousness. For instance, the preacher, 
aa his duty is, declares, " That salvation is not of works, but 
grace ;" and may tlius reason with the people ■ " You can 
do nothing that will recommend you to the &vor of God ; 
the Btliiopian may change his hue, and the leopard his epols, 
as soon as you, who are accustomed to do evil, can change 
your own nature, and learn to do well : fcr it is not of 
works of ri^hteouaness which ye have done, or can do, that 
your salvation cometh; but merely by Uie calling of free 
mercy." I intanfly clap my telescope to the eye of the le- 
galist, and he e.tclaims, " What an enemy to good works is 
this same wretched Antinomian ! According to him, we 
may as well do nothing ee strive to procure the favor of 
God ; may as well lead lives the moat vile and profligate, as 
study to live righteouslv and holily; for, acrording to this 
same preacher, our wickednera is as acceptable to God, as 
our most holy and virtuous living. Yea, more B">ccptable ; 
fi)r he declares, that harlots and publicans shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, sooner than those who do what they 
can to procure eternal life by their holiness and good works. 
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Such is the kngua^e, not cnly of Uie vulgar and ignorant, 
but of rainy wlio profits (o know much of religion. When- 
ever the Bt;!t-i?uf5cient Arminius is in the humor lo try the 
doctritiea of tiie gospel in my inverting mirror, and the 
preachers of them in my partial telescope, he very candidly 
and with great liberality, bestows upon them such as tho 
following reflections: "These wretched Calvinista repre- 
sent the Almig.ity God aa a partial and uiimercifui being, 
who hides his gospel and withholds his grace from men ot 
virtue, wisdom, and prudence, whilst he reveals himself to 
the most notorious transgressors. They say, that a man of 
a regular inoflensive life may perish for ever, when a mur- 
derer, like Manasseh ; a polluted prostitute, as Magdalen ; and 
a wicked oppressor, like Zaccheus, shall be saved. If thia 
is true, then we had better live notoriously wicked, than so- 
ber, righteous and godly lives. What wretched, what dan- 
gerous doctrine is (liis ! they make God to be the author of 
sin too ; for they say (hat nothing comes to pass but by di- 
vine appointment or permission. They talk also of some 
horrible decree, in which God is said to liave ordained the 
things which are coming and shall come. No need of holi- 
ness, if salvation is not of him that willeth ; no need of dili- 
gence, if it is not of him that runneth, but to whom itie Al- 
mighty sboweth mercy. If God hath mercy only upon whom 
he will have mercy, and hardeneth whom he will, we may 
live as we please ; for if we are to be saved, we shall not bo 
damned. What diabohcal doctrine is this!"* Thus the 
Arminian raves against the doctrine of tho scripture, and 
all its faithful preachers. 

Ihpiator. I pray you, couan, who are these eame Ar- 
miuians ? You know I am but little conversant with religlaua 
people of any name. 

DiscoBDANS. The papists in general, cousin ; and all the 
anconverted, who have any notion at all about redemption 
through the blood of Christ Mr. Wesley and his followers, 
the Baxterians and Neonomians; for none exceed them in 
enmity against the purity of doctrine. Thus you may see, 

• ThoM detiLB, I pereeivo. are not very eiHet in UteralLy eominx the 
ripreeilona. but cnntanc themselTes with eipresiln^ Ibe s^orit nTpreacL- 
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that the Arrainian party is by tar the most numenius, aud 
most honorable among men, and therefore gains prosel/te? 
from all quirters. Thoujgh, by Uie way, it is a pretty strong 
proof that it is the doctrine ot antichrist, seeing Immsjiui^l 
and his doctrines are everywhere spoken against, by men 
of philosophy and natural religion. 

ijiEinBLia. Yon know, cousin Discordans, that we hav^ 
found out many ways of opposing the pure gospel, and tliis 
is Mie among the rest ; under our influence, tlie grace abus- 
ing libertine censures the true Christian as legal, bccanai^ 
he strenuously pleads for purity of heart and regularity of 
conversation. On tlie other liand, the real legalist, whetlier 
he be Socinian or Arminian, alleges, that the evangelical 
Christian is an Antinomian, because he utterly disclaims 
the merit of good works in the business of salvation. In- 
deed, on all hands, those who choose eitlier of the extremes, 
never fell to censure such as adhere lo the middle path of 
judgment; which you know is the only path of safely. 

pASTOStis. Your observation, broflier, fulfils what is 
written in Immanuel's own word, concerning these same 
Nazarenes, "As lor this sect, it is everywhere spoken 
against." However the enemies of true religion diflfer 
amon^ themselves, iJiey agree in stigmatizing the real 
Christian. Belarmine, Pucteius, Huberus, Hemengiua, &c. 
holy fethets of the RfMnish church, heartily belabored them 
in Iheir dare; Dr. Whitby, John Goodwin, Whiston, dc, 
of the English church, have carried on the dispute with 
equal warmth, and improved the same chain of arguments 
against them in latter days; in the present time Dr. Har- 
wood of Bristol, Mr. Wesley of London, Mr. Sellonof Der- 
byshu^e, and Dr. Nowel of Oxford, have managed tlie popish 
cause with amazing address, and all the while pass for true 
Protestants, So that evei^here, Uiat gospel which ia 
suited onlytothe perishing Sinner, is spoken against, as per- 
nicious and subversive of holiness. 

DiscoBDAira. Our friends, the men of this world, always 
view the sect of the Naaarenes in my glasses, and as they 
lixik on them, they say, "What a despicable tribe is this! 
A set of mean bp^'garly people, the oflscourings of the earth, 
and the very dregs of humanity. Not a person of any con- 
siderable rank among them. Led by the nose by a set of 
illiterate dogmatical fishermen. What person, piisessed of 
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wiy sense of honor, would frequent their assemblies, or havo 
""" "-n with their societies!" 



Infidelis. Your remarks are very just, my worthy cousin ! 
for mankind in general have forgotten that the scripture 
says, " Kot many wise men after the flesh, not many noble 
are called ; but God hath chosen the foolish things of this 
world to confound the wise, and the weak things of the 
world to confound the mightv." So that the very objections 
raised against them, prove the Nazarenes to be the people 
whom Immanuel liath redeemed out of the world. 

BiscoHDANS. True, ar, but they see not the mistake. 
But to proceed ; my instruments farther represent them, as 
a set of hollow-hearted hypocrites, whom our people (bus 
deride. "What painted deceivers are these, who make 
Buch a stir about religion, and affect such an air of sanctity ! 
Hear how they sigh and whine, whilst that rcgne of a to- 
natic tells Uiem his cant story about I know not what The 
scripture says, 'Be not righteous overmuch; seetnottobe 
overwise.' And I dare say that we have as much religion 
as they, though we do not make such a sljr about it. I will 
warrant me these hypocrites are more wicked in private 
than we are in public ; for, although th^ will Jiot get drunk, 
curse and swear, as we do, they will cheat and lie like 
tJie devil himself" 

FASTOsua. A demonstrative proof of the perfection ol our 
conquest over them; for mankind in general do not only 
bite godliness itselfj but even its appearance. And for this 
reason true sanctity, devotbn and self-denial are commonly 
censured as hypocrisy. 

DiscORDANS. As our good friends of the world are not as 
yet perfectly agreed in Qieir manner of aspersing good peo- 
ple, it happens that dilTerent people pursue diiferent methoda, 
equally absurd and diabolical. Some, for instance, are 
pleased to say, " These people are melancholy. See how 
IJiey hang down their heads like bu.rushes as they pass 
along the streets. One shall never see them look pleasant, 
nor hear ihem sing a meny song, as others occasionally do 
with innocence. I hate that religion which makes people 
melancholy." 

Infidelis. People greatly betray their own ignorance, 
when they assign the cause of melancholy to the religion 
ef Jesus- the end of which is to revive and comfort the 
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jneiaiiclioly einner, whose heart is oppressed with a senss 
of guilt and tietilement. To revive the spirit of the con- 
trite, to bind op tlie broken-hewted, and to make the lame 
leap for joj, because they obtain the prey. Nor do those 
revders of religion consider that thty themselves, by theii 
contempt of Christianity, do all they can to excite the grief 
of the sincere Christian, who cannot see hia fellow-sinnere 
walking jocosely in the paths of perdition, without dropping 
over them a tear of commiseration. 

DiscoRDANS. No, they never thmk of the real cause, but 
with a disdainful sneer continue to aay, "See how they 
melt in sorrow ; hark how Ihey si^h aud groan, whilst their 
artful parson tells them an horrible story about death and 

C' jment, heaven and hell, saJvatbn and damnation, witli 1 
w not what. They are driven out of their senses with 
Buch terrible doctrine. Who woidd thua subject his con- 
science to the pedantry of those enthusiastic bigots, theii 
uncharitable parsons 1" 

Fastosus. The feshionable part of the world hate tc 
think of death or judgment, because the very thought 
would deprive their beloved pleasures of all their imaginary 
sweetness. 

DiscoRKANS. That is just the case, sir ; for another of 
my friends says of the above people, "These ways, which 
their parsons teach tliem, are enough to drive a man out of 
his senses. What man of spirit could endure restraint from 
all manner of pleasure 1 According to them, one must not 
so much as play at cards, spend a cheerfu' evening at the 
tavern, nor so much as take a Sunday's airmg. Play-houses, 
balls, and assemblies, must all be laid aside. And pray how 
is our time to be spent? Read the Bible, truly, the most 
tiresome of books; pray the one half of their time, and, for 
aught I know, hear sermons the other half of it What per- 
son of any taste could bear to be bound to the observance 
of such measures] Let them read the BiUe who will; 
give me a good play or novel. I will have none of their re- 
ligion, not I." 

Infideus. It is true, plays and novels are light reading, 
and well suited to the taste of people abandoned to dissipa- 
tion. Neverihelesa, even people of fashion may, if they 
please, reflect, that reading the scriptures, praying, and bear- 
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ing aeroions, are subjects unfit for tiieir ridicule ; thiiugh, 
bj the way, 1 do all I can to promote this irreligion. 

Fastosus. And as for me, I hold it good we visit our re- 
■pective divisions, to see that the worlra of darkness be not 
neglected; and that we meet here at the usual time. 



DIALOGUE XV. 



Peivy to their appointment, I watched in my solitary re- 
treat, impatient for the return of the black fraternity, whom 
I always found extremely punctual among tliemaelves, and 
observant of every appointment, unless some very urgent 
business demanded their presence elsewhere. At the hour 
appointed they arrived at the place of rendezvous, and hav- 
ing seated themselves on their respective thrones, the con 
vereution was opened by 

Fastosbs. I have been thinking of the stupidity and ig- 
norance of mankind, exhibited in our last interview, and 
cannot but wonder, however dark and blind, they do not see 
that the very people whom they censure as enemies to ho- 
liness, because they oppose salvation by works, are the same 
identical persons who are said to be melancholy with being 
righteous overmucL B^ason, even unassisted, might easily 
discover the palpable absurdity, and for the fiiture avoid » 
contradiction so glaring. I would have my slaves consistent 
with themselves, seeing I have given them the name of ra- 
tionalists. But error will always be inconsistent. However, 
Discordans, we will leave the blind sons of infidelity to hug 
themselves in their ikncied rationality, and attend to the re- 
mainder of your story. 

Discordans. My sire, I am ell obedience t» him who 
alone could give me being; and to resume the thread of my 
Hlory, would observe. That, strange as it may seem, I do, by 
the help of these amazing glasses, make one evangelicw 
minister quarrel with aJiother, and that merely because (hey 
do not imdersland each other's manner of expression. One 
man, Ibc instance, will have it that Immanuel obtained bia 
8 
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personality by eternal Mneration ; another will have it to he 
by (iiv ne filiation; ai3 another still is content to believe 
him to he the only begotten of the Father, witiiout attempt- 
ing to explain how, or in what sense he is begotten or fili- 
ated. All of those three are firm in the belief of Imman- 
uel's sonship, his Deity, and mediatorial capacity, as we]! as 
every doctrine of faith. And yet, strange as it may seem, 
those very men shall be so prejudiced against one another, 
tliat they cannot comfortably have fellowsliip together; hut 
may even prove injurious to each other's usefulness. And 
it may perhaps be very difficult to detennine which of the 
three discovers most of a gtffipel spurit. Every one is in tiie 
right, and infidlibly assured that the other two ought to 
come into his opinion. 

It is the very same with tesiKct to diversity of gifls. 
One is led, in a peculiar manner, into the doctrines of failh, 
^yell able to slate, define and defend them against opposi- 
tion. Another ia widely led about in the wilderness of 
temptation and nffliction, by which he obtains peculiar tal- 
ents in comforting the distressed, and pouring' oil into the 
bleeding wounds of broken hearts. And a third is kept on 
the mount of enjoyment: hisheart is kept warm by a sense 
of interest; by which enjoyment he Msctneand lively in 
the work, a zealous promoter of practical godliness. All of 
which gifts seem to be essentwily nece-isary to a gospel 
minister, and are all by the same spin! And yet, would 
you think it, these very men shall treat one another as un- 
sound in the fiiith, in one sense or other ' The first is deem- 
ed a dead, dull, and useless prpacher whdot, at the same 
time, he is effectually stopping the mouths of gainsayers. 
The second, it is feared, loves to he peculiar, and verges a 
little towards Antinomianism, notwithstanding many a 
feeble knee is strengthened by his ministry. And the third 
is a rambling inconsistent preacher, notwithstanding, by his 
instrumentality, many are brought to a sense of 3ieir sin 
and danger. 

These quarrels are of great use to onr government, as 
they fail not to reproach Christianity, stumble the weak be- 
liever, and grieve all good men. But this is not all. You 
know that two men may have the self-same sentiments in 
religion, and yet one shall choose to express himself in this 
manner, and another in that, which diftrence of expression 
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only may be attended with very seric js consequences, if 
candor is not present on the occasion. This was the esse 
with Trebonius and Theodorus. TheodoruB lieard Trcboniua 
preach, on a particular occasion, found himaelt oflendc-d 
with some of liis expressions, and thought it his duty to 
make the preacher acquainted with it as soon aa possible. 
But aa TreiioniuB has too good aa opinion of liis own attaiu- 
menlB, easily to retract a saying, he vindicated not only the 
doctrine, but the mode of expression. Theodorus was now 
uiore than ever persuaded, that Trebonius was unsound in 
the &ith, and was not satisfied with verbally defending llie 
truths of the gospel, that is, his own sentiments, but coni- 
meuced a paper war wilJi Trebonius. His apology for this 
Btep was indeed artful, for he lugged in both Christ and re- 
ligion into partnership with him, and under theit authority, 
or pretended authority, he did what he could to impeach 
the orthodoxy, and raar the usefulness, of IVebonius. 

When Trebonius read the performance, ho found himself 
aggrieved, and soniethbg within him bemg deeply wound- 
e^rhe resolved on retaliation. To work he goes: First es- 
tablishes his personal orthodoxy, which he also called the 
gospel of Christ; then vindicated his own proceedings, 
which, by an happy torn of thought, he also linked with 
the honor of religion. Though the truth is, neither tlie 
gospel of Christ nor the honor of religion hitd any concern 
t all in the squabble. However, having first set himself 
and his doctrine in a respectable point of view, he proceed- 
ed diligently to search out and expose every blemish in the 
Crtbrraance, and in the end did as much for his brother as 
before had done for him. Thus those two champions for 
the gospel, that is for their own honor, went on exposing to 
the public, all Ihey were acquainted with of each other's 
weaknesses and folly; never once suspecting that by so do- 
ing each was exposing his own want of wisdom, and a true 
Christian spirit Meanwhile, the friends of both were ex- 
ceedingly concerned, and in vain studied a reconciliation 
between them. But O what pleasure did it afford our soeie- 
ty! And how did Ambitiosus and me, and other jocular 
devils, kugh at their folly and childishness! From sources 
of no greater importance than this, I assure you, most of 
the quarrels amongst professors arise. But when the con- 
tention is once begun, it is hard to say where it will end. 



-. ^,0001^10 



"08 DIALOGUES 

By Oieae means we get the affections of CJmstwns divided 
one from another, and instead of being mutual helpers ot 
each other, as the Almighty designed them, we moirtJiem 
mutual hmdroncas and burthens; so thai, though we can- 
not mdeed destroy them as we would, we disturb and dis- 
tract to an amazing degree. 

Fastosips. My son, vou would have had, comparatively 
ittle ^vantage oyer these same people but for my inven 
tion of schcol divinity. That m the great engine of th 
devil Discordans. But for school-divinity, you might even 
have retired to hell, or contented youraelf with doing busi- 
nesa among the lajty, or in the unconverted world ; for if 
the professors of religion were content with what is writ, 
ten in the scripture, and chose, as much as possible, to ex- 
pre^ themselves in Bible language; there would be such 
"™n«s in expression, as well as sentiment, that very 
probably you would find little to do amongst them 

iNFiDBLis. I doubt it not, sir. Notwithstanding, I must 
^ure you, my kmgdom has suffered greatly by controversy. 
For nothing has a more direct tendency to ii/orm the muid 
thari well-managed controversy. But when it eprimrs from 
Hmd prejudice, and is carried on in a party spirit, E has a 
wonderful tendency to strengtJien my interest; especially 
If the oontendmg parties mutually agree to expose each 
other as much as possible, as in the late squabble between 
Parson Horne and Alderman Wilkes ; and which is, for the 
most part, the practice of polemic divines. Those two im- 
portant gentlemen, tJie parson and patriot, gave as much 
pleasure to tlie court party, by fliogmg rogue and atheist at 
each other, with so much ptOnotic zeal, ^ some divines, m 
their polemic writings, have given the devil, bythrovtmy 
liereUc, Armmian, Calvinist, Antinoraian, &c in each 
namef *''^'°^'' ''^ *^'^"'*' ^'^°'" "^^"'"S 

. Discow)AN8. I have before now stirred up a .pint of 
jealousy between a minister and h,» people, ^d between 
one minuter and another, m a manner inexpressibly ma*, 
teriy. t Or example, about a century ago, the accurate Ca- 
miJIua preached an excellent sermon at Pothema, which was 
heard^by severaUf the people lo whom Junius was pastor; 
jf 
d, 
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.. ..^ T'"'"' "' ''"" K^^Pio w wnom Junius was pastor 
and they, bemg greatly affected with the seasonableness ot 
the subject, and the practical manner in wliich it was handled. 



OF DEVILS. 30b 

invited Camillus to visit them, and preach in Juniuij's pulpit, 
not doubting but it would be altogether agreeable to their 
beloved pastor. Full tf the sermon, ivhen wiey came home, 
they could not help making Junius partBJ;er of their plea- 
sure. They expatiated hirgely upon the excellency of hia 
method, the fertility of his illustration, and the propriety of 
his application; all of which they did not doubt but Junius 
would admire aa much as themselves. . But this was not 
precisely the case. Junius could not help heing sensibly 
a&cctcd with what he had heard ; hut prudence forbid him 
to deny Camillus bis pulpit 

When retired, and reflecting on what had passed, he 
Etrongly suspected that his own honor was injui«d, by his 
people's high encomiums on Camillus's sermon. "My peo- 
ple, said he, allege they never heard such an excellent ser- 
mon as that which Camillus preached. It is something 
Strange, that this one sermon should atTect them more than 
all my seven years' preaching among them. I never heard 
them say half so much ahout any sermon of mine. It shows 
a great want of aflTection and respect (o me, as their own 
minister, I conceive ; and they shall hear of it at a time 



Fiffrosus. Witli Junius'a leave, I think he discovers a 
love of praise, which is by no means the oftsprine of an 
humble spirit He would rather be flattered, than his peo- 
ple should be silent in his commendation. But the judieioua 
eeldom think it prudent to say much in prdse of any person 
to his fece, how well soever they may be affected towards 
him; and that for two very good reason. — 1. Such com- 
mendation has not a little the appearance of flattery, how- 
ever sincere it may be in the party who bestows it. 2. There 
are but few who are able to bear much commendation, ivitli- 
out sustaining damage by it A man must he led deeply 
into an acquaintance with his own nothingness and insuffi- 
ciency, before he can bear to be praised and caressed.* 

Hpnilwr of mure uafifUlno^s thin others, Ihey pialt'and tilol him oboeo 
b>E meaeure; bo thai he b<»oines elated with self conceit, ami in the 
19SUP. when hocanngtcatryEVeiy point his own way, he turns against 
his former caresners, and hecninee a scouip of the cnmniunily. In ihia 
._ ..... — ?..._ nnihingneBBandemplinese, unworthy of Uwlrust 
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Infidelis. That is true, brother; and yet people may err 
evtn on that head, and be cautious overnjuch ; for fear of 
puffing hira up by unseaeonable commendation, may depress 
the spirits of their minister, by withholding from him Ibat 
countenance and encouragement, which his spirit and cir- 
cucpstances require. 

I'eople are, in all things, ^ven to extremes; and either 
a minister is caressed and almost adored as an unparalleled 
person, or he has little or no notice (aken of him. I remem- 
ber a remarkable instance of this in the last century. There 
was an independent church, who, having a minister of a 
lively address and sound doctrine, one who bid feir for great 
usefulness among them ; yet a lineal descendant of the great 
Diotrephes, who loved to have the pre-eminence ; and one 
who chose to direct them in all the concerns of life, in their 
families, in Iheir business, as well as in the church. To his 
government they yielded themselves implicitly, and almost 
adored the ground upon which he trode. With caresses and 
favors they loaded him, until ^ley had raised him to the very 
height of self-sufficiency and importance ; from which they 
themselves at last assisted to cast him down ; and iJie con- 
tempt they poured upon him, pretty nearly equalled their 
former caresses. After hira they had another, of an almost 
contrary disposition. He had but a very mean opinion of 
his own abililies, either for preaching or governing. He had 
such constant acquaintaaice with the power of bis own cor- 
ruptions, Ibat he was commonly low and depressed in spirit. 
He never assumed any superiority over even the meanest 
member, firmly believmg himself to be the vilest and most 
unworthy sinner of the whole community: he stood in need 
of all encouragement possible, in order to hearten him for 
his work. Yet the same people, who had destroyed the for- 
mer with unseasonable kindness, suffered the latter to drag 
on heavily all his days, so that from them he seldom or never 
heard of his word having been made useful. And I suppose 
be must have sunk under his discouragements, if strangers, 
who afterwards came into the church, had not been more 
free with him in discovering some degree of aHectionste re- 
gard. Different spirits will require different usage, in order 
to preserve their usefulness : what was deatli to the former 
of those ministers, would have been life and vigor fo the 
l^ilter; and what so exceedingly weakened the hands of tha 



,l.~.00'5lc 



or DEVILS. 2)1 



latter, would id all probability have beea the preservation 
of riie former. But we toilet Parson Junius, cousin. 

DiscORDANs. Sir, Junius would have his own humor; 
and, according-ly, when the time came that Camiilus made 
his visit, any person attentive to Junius's behavior, might 
easily find that hm friend's room would, to him, liave been 
more agreeable than his company, notwithstanding, for de- 
cency's salti', he forced himself to carry it to him with some 
degree of seeming civility : I say seeming, lor even Chris- 
tian people have not aa yet learned to be exactly, on all oc- 
casions, what they seem. But Camillus ia a sagacious man, 
and »x>n perceived Junius's coldness, through aU hie formal 
civility and seeming deference. He began to question with 
himself from whence this coldness might have proceeded 1 
In what he might have given offencel But never dreams 
that jealousy is at the bottom. Is he not offended with my 
doctrme? said he to himself What con be the meaning 
of this distant carriage of hisi What have I done or said 
that might give him umbrage! So CamiUus reasoned, hut 
hit not oppn the real cause. And as Camillus is somewhat 
fond of his own sentiments, though a man inferior to few 
who are accounted good and religious, he could not help 
being in doubt about the orthodoxy of his friend. By these 
means, happily invented by me, this well-designed visit, in- 
stead of answering the valuable ends of promoting religious 
(riendship, rather tended, by my intervention, to alienate 
their affections from each other. 

Junius would still have his own humor, and from that day 
forward discovered a shyness to those who seemed most de- 
lifrliCed with Camillus; and when occasion offered, he did 
not spare bestowing on them, what is called a dry rub. 

This was not all; for Junius could not leave his prejudice 
behind him when he went to the pulpit, where he adapted 
his discourses accordingly. On the other hand, his people 
could easily see he was not in his usual spirit; and they 
concluded Ihat they had given him no just cause of offence^ 

Meanwhile, both parties nmtually watched each other's 
words and deportment. If Junius happened to speak any 
thing lianih, either from the pulpit or m common conversa- 
tion, it was said to proceed from a bad spirit On the other 
hand, if any of them happened to object to any thing spoken 
by him, he immo!iately concladeil, either tiiat his peopla 
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were prejudiced against him, or did Iiot love sound doctrine, 
for he had not a doubt of tlie soundness and truth of bis cuvn 
doctrine. And so they went on, until, in the issue, tliere waa 
a final sp^iation. Behold, gentlemen, how great a fire a 
little sparkof my nature kiiidleih. Every well-wisher to the 
Beelzebubian government must acknowledge, that tile devil 
Discordans merits much applause, 

Fastosiis. I speak fbrtne rest, myson,and oun that your 
usefulness is of great extent, I persuade myself your royal 
grandfatfier will well reward jnju, by givmg you eternal 
duration among the people of the nether regions; for cer- 
tainly your achievements merit the greatest esteem. Why, 
my son, you make the Nazarenea weak aa other men. 

DiacoRDAsa. Afler all, I assure you, at certain times, 1 
have hard work of it. I mean when Mr. Submission, my 
avowed enemy, and ine, happen to meet This Submission 
19 one of Immanuel's own children, a veiy great peace-maker, 
therefore his business is directly opposite to mine; and al 
tJiough I hate him, I must say, he is one of the meekest per- 
sons upon earth. Never is he known to quarrel with any 
person, except myself And I confess, that in every sculBe 
with him hitherto, I have had the worst of it; but I thank 
my stars, it is very seldom I meet with him. When we do 
meet, meek as he is, I am i^uile nonplussed, and am obliged 
either to flee, which I abtior, or lo fall beiore him, which ib 
yet a greater moTtilication to a spirit so noble as I am. 

Infidelis. So then, cousin, I perceive you are as U! put 
to it when you meet with Submission, as I am when I eu- 
counter his elder brolher Pides. Fides is a warrior with 
whom I have maintained ft very long, though not doubtful 
war ; not doubtful, because I am worsted as sure as ever I 
enter the lists with him. With great fiicilily I can overturn 
the power of every other heavedy chieftain; but this fellow, 
this same Fides, iBlmmanuel's champion, and has performed 
the most unparalleled achievements; such achievements as 
never were performed by any hero besides himself lie hath 
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of jions, quenched the violence of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness hath made 
people strong, causing even the fainting to wax valiant in 
fight, turning to flight the armies of the aliens. He hath 
given to women their dead children again, sustained others 
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kinder the most cruel tortures, in such a manner, that they 
ivouM not accept of deliverance ; gave a good report of the 
promised land, to those ancient worthies, who walked atom 
in sheep skins and goat skins, destitute, afflicted, and tor- 
mented, of whom, notwithstanding tliey lodged in dens and 
caves of the earth, the world itself was undeserving. 

These are a specimen of hie achievements. But great and 
heroic as he is, he finds that I also ain of noble deeds ; a. 
spirit not easily rendered inactive, and more difficult still 
entirely to subdue. Although he has the promise of the 
most complete victory in the end, I put him to eAert his ut- 
rnost; fur when, to appearance, I am dead as a pebble, and 
Fides has the sole pre-eminence in the soul of man, I plaj 
Reynard with him, and feign myself dead, in order to escape 
the vengeance of his arm. 

In time he finds out mj deceit; for I watch the opportu- 
nity when he is in the very height of a paroxysm, and can 
scarcely breathe. He is exceedingly troubled with fits, 
which will sometimes hold him for a long time together, and 
in which you would take hun to be wholly dead. Then I 
take the advantage, and rise upon him with all my powers 
and beat and bruise him, until life begins to return, which h 
not always of a sudden. But when he feels the weight of 
my arm, and the smart of the wounds which I inflict on hiro, 
his spirit returns with renewed vigor ; he unlocks the maga- 
zines of grace, and brings forth such imfJements of war as 
I am not able to stand against ; so that before he is well 
out of his fit he is as strong as ever. At other times he is 
a long while before he is treed from the eflects of bis fits; 
weakness, indisposition and languor, hang upon him for many 
months; at which time he receives no mercy at the hand of 
Infidelis. 

This fellow is of the most amazing constitution ; for 
whereas, on one hand, idleness never feils to throw him into 
a letharCT, so on the other, hard labor, severe conflicts, and 
cruel buffetings, never tail to make him strong and vigorous; 
and what is very remarkable in itself but very unlucky foi 
nie, is that the more he is beaten and bruised, the stronger 
he grows; and these fits, in which you would take him to 
be just a«3ying, it is said, only tend to make him the more 
robust and lively ; which is the reason that, although I fi« 
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queull^ put him to gioat pain, 1 am always dlscomlited in 

However, gentle friends, you must allow, when eireiim- 
Btances are considered, ray valor will at leak equal, if not 
prove superior to, that of Fides. He fights uikler a certain 
afsurance of victory, and knows, of a truth, that in the end 
he shall be more than conqueror ; I as well hnow tliat I 
^U he discomfited, which would dishearten any besides my- 
Belf. Yet, notwithalanding the discouragement, I give him 
many a vigorous turn for it ere I desist, and foully trip up 
bis heels oftener than thrice. Even when I have him down, 
BprawIingandgaspingforlife,Iam conscious he will afterward 
renew his strength, and give me a most severe drubbing ; and, 
that his victorious hand shall, in the eod, put a period to the 
days of great Infidelis. Yet this noble principle of royal 
malice prompts me on, and I will not yield an hair's breadth 
whilst life endures. O the fearful comhals I could relate, 
which I have had with this heavenly champion, this same 
Fides! 

F*STOSua. We shall be glad tohear of them, my brother, 
at another time ; but at present, if agreeable, I should like 
you to resume thestoty, part of which we have already had, 
respecting t!ie progress of your kingdom. 

luBiDEua. You nave already heard how agreeable to his 
holiness my bstructions were, as also of the laws by which 
the whole system of religion was inverted, and now the 
piouB priest had invested himself with the perfections of 
Deily. I knew that the introduction of this new Christianity 
might be attended with Bome difficulty, therefore advised 
Bis holiness, the fether of the world, to deify some others as 
well as himself; but, at the same time, lest his supremacy 
should be in any wise infringed, to take care that none sliould 
be deified until after their death, and that only with an in- 
ferior rank of godship. He took my advice, canonized a 
vast number under the title of saints, and ordained masses 
to be said to them out of his own newly composed Bible : 
for the olil Bible, in use among primitive Christians, having 
its laws so contrary to those of the pope, was, by his authori- 
ty, made null and void; and Rome, once the mistress of the 
world, became the mother of harlots; once more the seat 
(tf paganism. But, for distmction's sake, we call the latter 
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ChriHtian-paganB; became they exercise ail their viUany 
under the specious show of Chriatianitj. 

Tn arder to support the Christian pantheon worship, slaugh- 
ter-houses were buiit, ajid called holy inquisitions; where 
every <me who was known to deny the supremacy and iuftl- 
Ubility of his huliness the pope, or so much as harbor a sus- 
[■icion concerning the pajal laith, was treated with aa little 
Liicrcy as if he had been in hell. By these means, people 
were kepi in the most dreadHil awe ; so that, if any man 
hippened to be intelligent enough to see through tlie cheat, 
he was obliged to keep his mind to himself; welt knowing, 
that one word spoken against theJnorativefeilh of the priests 
would hitve insured his certain death, by means the most 
liarbaroua and cruel. By this amazing sublility of priestcraft, 
with the utmost security they carried on their villany, under 
the mask of sanctity, for many centuries, and all Europe 
trembled at the indignation of the priesthood. For by 
moans of my brother's medals, and titles of ecclesiastic^ 
rlignity, together with my blinding influence, the various 
orders of reverend fethers clave aa fast to his holiness, as 
scales to one another on the impenetrable back of leviathan. 

Yet, terrible aa the priesthood were, they conld not totally 
prevent the light ofthe gospel shining, les or niore, in some 
parts of Christendom, especially in Britain ; where Wieklifle 
and his disciples gave their reverences no small uneasi- 
ness; for which they poured vengeance upon his bones forty 
years afler his demise. This same scripture li^ht, kindled 
in England by Wickliffe's ministry, spread itself to the con- 
tinent, where first John Huss and Jerome of Prague galled 
thp sides of popish prelates: for which the very pious coun- 
ci rfConsfance, first recommended them to the care of the 
devil by excommunication, and then, in the name of the 
God of mercy, condemned them to be burned to death for 
believing the Bibia It is amazing to think, with what dex- 
terity tliov have lugged in the name of the Almighty, tc 
sanctify their murders on all occasions. 

About a century after this, a very strict inquiry after truth 
Degan, hy the instrumentality of John Calvin and Martin 
Luther, two avowed enemies to popish wickedness. This 
revivalof religion was very alarramg to the priests of Rome, 
and very injurious to ray government. His infallible holi- 
nc^, instigated by the devil Crudelis, voted their immediate 
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destruction, by fire and fiigot, by poison, asssssmation, or 
any way; for there is nothing dreaded by tliis same vicar 
of Christ, so much as the spreaxiijig of gospel knowledge. 

These iceaBures, however, I withstood ; having from pael 
experience tbund, that coercive measuies are by no means 
the most likely to reduce professors of religion to the obe- 
dience of infidelity; and I thought it better to send the 
devil Discordans to visit them, with instractions to make 



them quarrel about the forms of religion ; this I took tc 
the most likely method to invalidate Qie testimony of both, 
and to baffle and confound their followers. This was done, 
and they jarred exceedingly about circumstantials; but do 
what we would, they spake of the doctrines which are ab- 
solutely necessary to salvatiMi, with perfect uniformity, 
which greatly frustrated our dark designs ; and this fire of 
reformation so lately fanned, by degrees spread itself on the 
ctailinent, and in Great Britain, where it arose in the days 
of WickliSe. 

The pope dmb gltltg p the government 
we hod alwaj b n to d t h m these nations, 

did what we Id t t fi Hi f on : but, alas ! it 

went on with rap d ty th d j f Edward, and might 
have made gr t adva ti t h ver yet done, if, 

luckily for his h Imeos and ra tl t p ce had not been 
taken away in ly 1 f M y b princess just fitted 

to our turn, no sooner ascended the throne, than I flew to 
England, accompanied by the devil Crudelis, resolving, at 
all events, to crush with oppression all who rebelled against 
me and his holiness. To this salutary purpose, were tranE?- 
Dorted from the pope's arsenal abundance of hempen cord, 
and fagots beyond number, that we might oblige the i«o- 

(Je to renounce Jesus Christ, and worship his Romish infal- 
ibility. 

There were, in those days, two lusty bishops, right rev- 
erend tyrants in the devil, Bonner of London, and Gardiner 
of Winchester, who, hearing of our arrival, came, equipped 
in their prelatic robes, to do us greeting, and bid us wel- 
come to the British shore. This brace of right reverend 
prelates, we appointed prime inquisitors in matters nf faith, 
and principal agents of our intended cruelty. Indeed none 
thai ever sustained the office of priest, ever were more trusty 
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friends to Ihe government of Rome and hell, tlian were 
(hose worthy prelates. 

The vigilant devil Crudelia ceased not, day or night, froiD 
persecuting tlie aainta, bo that many of the ringleaders of 
the sect of the Nazorenes were apprehended, tried, con 
denined, and tormented to death, at a stake ; euch as arcli 
bishop Crantuer, bishops Hooper, Latimer, Ridley, &c. But 
as it happened in former persecutions, bo it fell out in this, 
the ashes of burned saints proved such fertilizuig manure 
to the church, that, in defiance both of hell and tlie pope, 
tlie detested Nazarenes became by fer more numerous. 
Wherefore, if our friend Mary, of zealous and scarlet mem- 
ory, hod not been Eummoned hence to receive her reward, 
the poor devil Crudeiis must necesearily have desired, 
merely from inceEsaut aud imsucceBsfii! &tigue, and the 
Nazarenes would have obtained rest solely from our despe- 

But when Immanuel beheld such havoc made of li Ik church, 
and so many places bathed with sanctified blood, iiis wrath 
look the alarm; in his judgment, he cut down the zealous 
queen and her two trusty bishops, and raised queen Betsy 
to the throne of England. Now the sword of persecution 
was wrested from the hands of the papists, and the good 
pei rV, of the church of England did for tlie Puritans what 
the zealous pajci^ts had done for them, during the reign of 

Sieen Mary. This same queen Elizabeth was a great zealot 
r high church, and a vigorous nurse of Episcopacy ; but 
the Brownists, and other dissenters, felt the full weight of 



more rehned part of the popish system ; which tliose men 
who were for a more thorough reformation, both in doctrme 
and disciplme, could not comply with; and, for their non- 
compliance, we taught them that the arm of Episcopacy is 
every whit as heavy as that of popery, when it is exerted 
for the good of the churcL And, for my own part, I prompt- 
ed theu' reverences to coercive measures, being very appre- 
hensive that the reformati<ai might have been carried on 
larther than it really was. 

AvARo. And I assure you, I myself was not idle in tliosa 
days, but played my game into the hands of great Iniidelis. 
I met their lordships the prelates, (I shall never forget it) 
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in fiill (x>ii vocation, and reasoned with them on tiir. intended 
reformation, and unto my argumenla they lent a willing 
and attentive eir. " Well, gentlemen," said I, " do you in- 
tend to come to a thorongh reformation, then, and reduce 
Christianity to its primitive simplicity ? iHave you consid* 
ered, gentlemen, that in bo doing you must lose your princely 
revenues, and descend to a level with plain Peter, Paul, ajid 
Barnabas, which must needs be a very mortifying- step to 
seme of you 1 Recollect, I pray you, liow long your present 
profits and dignities have been enjoyed by your predeces- 
Bors in your several sees. Long before Christianity was 
known in Britain, even beyond the ken of history, this na- 
tion was divided into the several bishoprics and archbisli- 
oprics by you enjoyed. Through all Ihe ages of popery, 
the same division of the nation into archflaminries and 
flaminries, continued tmder their present denominations; 
and will you discover such a degree of nwrtificatjon, as to 
give up die profits ^inexed (o your ecclesiastical dignities ! 
That were to show, indeed, that Protestant bishops have 
less providence than Pagan flamins. Yet, if you are deter- 
mined to purge your religion from eveir relic of popery, 
jour profits, gentlemen, must be parted with, your revenues 
must be enjoyed no more; and how will this be relished by 
you !" By such sensible and seasonable remonstrances, I 
*on greatly upon llie minds of their lordships ; and, tn in 
issue, it was resolved, that rather than part with their dig. 
rities and revenues, they should submit to many things, 
which have no foundation in scripture. 

Fastosub. You bring to my mind, cousin Avaro, the re- 
ception I met with by the dignitaries of the ancient church, 
on the distribution of the forementioned medals. I went, 
attired in my robes of state, lo deliver one of my arch^epis- 
copalian medals to a certain priest, whom 1 instantly cre- 
ated " His grace and most reverend." He mumbled over 
to himself several times, " most reverend, his grace," view- 
ing the medal with the closest attention. It is, it is, said 
he, a very soft and agreeable mode of address. Most rev- 
erend ; his grace. Yes, my lord, said I, it is very musical, 
and what I myself only am capable of composing. A mode 
of address very becoming the dignity of an archbishop. 
Humble preachers, such as Peter, Paul, Timothy, and Titus, 
might be very well contented, without being their grace* 



-. ^,0001^10 



or DEVILS. 219 

and most revereod ; for they were nol, as you are, courhers, 
clothed in soft raiiiieiiL But for a spiritual courtier, fur the 
primate of a province, to proiititute his name to vulgar 
mouths, would be highly unbecoming, would greatly eclipse 
the honors of your elevated station. " But, worthy air, re- 
turned he, you know tliis is a very cetifiorious world in which 
we live, and some people may be wicked enough to sup- 
pose, that such a title as, iiis grace, does not so well become 
a man whose breath is in his nostriki and I may be censured 
aij ambitious." 1 hope, my lord, replied I, you will not medi- 
tate too much on tlie gloomy subject ot mortality, or that 
nil' make your dignity cumbersome, indeed. Honors fade, 
sir, on the prospect of the grave. As to your bein^ cen- 
sured, as proud and ambitious, I hold the conlrary; it will 
be <lecmed essentia] to your high estate, and the use of the 
Bible being prohibited, the laity will not know but your or- 
der is of apostolical institution. Besides, there is my lord 
duke enjoys the same title of address with your grace ; so 
that, instead of being censured as proud and antichrietian, 
all ranks of people will revere you the more for it; especi- 
ally, as it will make you a fit companion for princes. The 
Debility will consider you as their superior, inasmuch as 
a spiritual duke is superior to a temporal ; so that, in the 
church, your seat will be next to the cardinal's, and in the 
senate house, next to the prince hinwelf The gentry will 
fewn upon you, spaniel-like, in order to obtain preferment 
for younger sons, and the vulgar will adore you as a demi- 
god. 

I would ferther advise you, to lay aside preaching to the 
vulgar race, and apply yourself wholly to the affairs of 
Etate ; unless called to i^ may be, once iti seven years, to 
preach to the king and his nobles. " Ay, replied the wor- 
thy prelate, but how shall I dispense with the obligations I 
am under, as a bishop, to meditate on these things, to give 
myself wholly to the ministry of the word and prayer ; yea, 
lo be instant in preaching the word, in seasmi and out of 
peason 1" Oh, sir, replied 1, you need be tinder no concern 
about that. "Surely, sir, that is the duty of a bishop," repli- 
ed he. Yes, very true, said 1 ; the duty of bishops such aa 
were in the apostles' days ; such bishops as are appointed in 
the New Testament, But what has that to do wim the dio- 
cesan bishop, or an ardibishop, of whom you yourself are 
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the first There were none of them, you know, in the aixs- 
tles' days ; none appointed in the word of God. And there- 
fore the laws which bind scriptural bishops to obedience, 
can have no manner of power over you, as diocesans ; much 
less can a metropolitan, sucii a bishop aa the apostles never 
thought o^ be under an; such injuncticms. Surely your 
grace must know that a lord bishop, or a gracious metropo- 
Rlan, must have enough to do without prewhing the gospel 
Yet if these things are not sufficient to remove the scmpiesi 
of your mind, and you should still have a notion, that 
preaching is a duty incumbent on you, I can put you in a 
way lo satisfy your conscience, without abating any thing 
of your gre^ness. 

"Pray, sir, be so kind," said he. May it please your 
grace, replied I, it is neither more nor less than to preach 
by proxy, as people plead their causes in a court of judica- 
ture. You know it is the same in effect, whether you ]ireach 
in person or by proxy, so that your numerous flock have 
preaching enough. 

Farther, with your grace's leave, I do not think it becom- 
ing your dignity, even to say prayers in jnDur own fiimily. 
How fer beneath the character of such a spiritual dignita- 
ry, to be down on his knees amidst his servants, worshipping 
his maker '. Let me advise you, either to lay aside family 
worship altogether, or have it performed by a chaplain. 
This will have two very great advantages attending it. 1. 
It will save your grace a great deal of hard and unpleasant 
lalmr. And 3. It will make your grace's piety to be admired 
by the vulgar. Methinks I hear one say to another, " What 
a good man is my lord, the archbisiiop ! For although he is 
too high for saying prayers himselfl or has got so much that 
he has no need to pray, he gives a good ealarj" to Mr. Ho- 
neylip, duly to perform the offices of religion in his stead." 

All this while, the good archbishop continued absorbed in 
thought and, awaking as from a trance, he said, with as- 
tonishment glowing on, his countenance, " Sir, you amaze 
me ! So pertment your counsel, so persuasive your address ] 
You have more than half brought me over to your opinion, 
as my future conduct will testify." 

Having succeeded, even beyond expectation, with his 
grace the archbishop, I waited immediately on all the dio- 
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eesons, within the pontifical jurisdiction, and took the most 
likely measuros lu bring them over to our interest. 

1. I persuaded them, as I had done tlie archhishop before 
them, that the worldly grandeur with which I and his holi- 
ness had invested them, was certainly too heavy a burthen 
for them, to be able to ascend the pulpit stairs, above once 
or twice a year; and thai even then it ought not to be to 
preach lo an ordinary congregation. 

2. That they might discharge their duty, to the souls 
within their respective dioceses, by providing vicars to 
watch over Ihem in their stead, in their several parishes or 
divisions, that they might freely spend their time either at 
tlie court of Rome, or at the courts of their several princes, 
without sustaining loss at home. 

DiscoKDANS. Why, sir, according to your accodnt, the 
readiest way to stop the mouth of a noisy preacher, is to 
make a bishop of him. 

IwFiDBbra. Tlie Mily way in the world, cousin. Had the 
ting of England given a bisliopric to the noisy Whitfield, 
as he was advised to do by a certain nobleman, it is un- 
known wh^ niisciiief might have been prevented. A bish- 
opric would have done him more real injury, than if all the 
bishops in England had written against him. You remem- 
ber well how Dr. D d once threatened our ruin, and 

proniised fair lor doing a mischief lo our government; until 

our happy stars feed him in a prebend's stall, and a r 1 

chaplainship; since which time he has been quiet enough, 
and lets people sleep on and take their rest securely. 

Fastosus. Having secured both orders of popish bishops, 
I took care to establish deans, abbots, monks, friars, vicars^ 
chanters, prehenilaries, canons, minor canons, &c. &c. 
From thence I proceeded to persuade the higher orders of 
clergy, to encourage plurality of livings, well knowing that 
if a country vicar could but procure a M and fruitfiil bene- 
fice, he would even imitate his betters, and preach as little 
as possibla I have often, with great pleasure, observed, 
that if a benefice exceeded two hundred pounds per annum, 
the poor vicar who enjoys it, finds himself very unable lo 
preach, and is therefore obliged to hire a journeyman, to 
whom he leaves the bulk of his business. By these means, 
we got curates introduced into the church; a set of gentle- 
men sold to slavery and inured to poverty, not ibr want of 
T2 
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parts and learning, nor always for want of piety, but fot 
want of what is by fer more necessary to preferment, a 
patron. A journeyman weaver, walcli-maker, or cebinet- 
maker, can afford a better table Ihaji many a gentleman, 
who lac!^ nothing but a patron, to make him equal to the 
very first of bishops. 

Happily, it just answered our desire; and it was not long 
before a sharp conflict between the vicare and curates en- 
Baed. As it is not without a vein of droUery, I shall give 
you a sketch of it. There was a certain vicar, who havmg 
obtamed a living of about SOOt a year, called his curate to 
him one day, and thus addressed him: "Mr. Curate, I am 
DOW in a station which will admit but of little preaching; I 
must therefore get you to take that part of the service 
jwmcipally upon yourself I am under a necessity of visit- 
ing the neighboring gentlemen, and assisting them in their 
polite amusements, as has been the custom of my predeces- 
BOTB from time immemorial ; so that little of my time can 
be devoted to preaching or praying, and less still to study 
and contemplation." Mr. Curate replied, " Indeed, sir, I am 
bnt a poor hireling, whose scanty allowance is no way ade- 
quate to labors so extensive. I am resolved, sir, to measure 
my services by my annual salary." The vicar's benefice be- 
ing sufficient to raise hira above preaching, and the curate's 
allowance so small tliat he could not afford to preach much, 
it so fell out between vicar and curate, fliat the parishioners 
could not obtain above twenty minutes' preaching weekly, 
in return for their tithes, many dues and offerings. This, 
you know, was greatly to our advantage. 

Another instance of altercation, between the vicar and 
curate I well remember, which also was decided in our fii- 
vor. " Hark you, Mr, Curate, said a certain vicar one day 
to his journeyman, I expect you shall take the care of all 
the souls witiiin my parish, upon yourself; as I have much 
business of a very ditterent nature on my hands." "I take 
the care of them, sir, replied his (urateship; what have I 
to dc with theral I shall take no care of them, I assure 
you." "Well, but Mr. Curate, said the vicar, I hired you 
on purpose that you should lake the care of them off from 
me." "Indeed, sir, rejoined the curate, I will not, I am re- 
solved; do you think that, for the scanty allowance of 
'welve shillings per week, I will put my own soel in tha 
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place of your parishioners? No, sir, let him hike Uie care 
of them, who is best paid for so doing," " Then, said the 
vicar, let my lord bishop take care of them, for he is better 
paid than either vicar or curate." By these means the par- 
ishioners may go to heaven or hell, as most suits their incli- 
natioQ, provide always the fees are punctually paid. 

IsiPiiTOR. Well, &ther, I really think those curates were 
in the right; for as they receive but joumeyraBn'a wages 
6)t doing the drudgery of (he business, it is unreasonable to 
desire any more than journeyman's labor from them. If 
they perform the most servile parts of the office, for tlieir 
scanty allowance, it seems but meet the vicars, who receive 
the fir greatest part of the profits, should lake the burthen 
of souls upon themselves. If I am not greatly mistaken, the 
£ir greater part of mankind, the vicars and higb-priesfa 
alone excited, are of the same opinion with me and the 
curate However, that was all in the days of popery, and 
the church ot England hath since been blessed with a great 
reformation 

Infidelis It has so, Impialor, and been deformed again, 
almost tar enough. Some time after the reformation, in- 
deed, the gospel was preached almost everywhere in Eng- 
land, which made me apprehend the most dreadful conse- 
quences, and made me exert my utmost influence, in order 
to reduce the clergy to obedience. 

This important point was m a great measure carried, ly 
fixing their attention inordinately upon tradition, auil kind- 
ling relentings in the bosom of many a gownsman, towards 
the old scarlet lady, whose government had been rejected. 
So thai, by degrees, I drew them to take counsel, as for- 
merly, from the wise Infidelis ; one particular instance of 
whicli I shall give you, if you think it will not too long de- 
tain you from necessary business. 

F.WTOBua. That is well thought of, brother. Idleness be- 
longs not to our Maternity ; I hold it good, thereibre, that 
we adjourn to our usual tune of meeting. 
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FAsrosrs. When we parted yesterday, you iiient:oneS 
Bome particular instance of the clei^ seeking to you for 
direction, lirutlier; will it please you to relate it to us now ! 

Infidelis. It is only a little contabukitbn I had with my 
good friend, parson Out-and-in. The case was this: I set 
out one moriiinir for Rome, to remove some scruples which 
infesl/?d tlie miml of his holiness, the father of the world ; 
but, pasaing hy parson Out-and-in's garden, I beheld the 
reverend genUeman in his morning gown and velvet cap, 
walking slow and pensive, to all appearance in a dejected 
manner. Charity bid cne atop and relieve the thoughtful di- 
vine. At her command I slopped, and caJled : So ho, Mr, 
Out-and-m: how do you do] the good gentleman, awaking 
as from a trance, erected his body into a perpendicular pos- 
ture, pushed up the snout of his cap from over his eyes, and 
finding it was ms wlio called, instantly replied, "O my 
goo<l friend, Ratbnftlis! (for that is the name by which 1 
am known by the clergy, of all denominatitHis) am I so happy 
as to meet with you, in this so difficult season ! i pray you, 
most honorable tutor, be pleased to stop and give me your 
advice." 

I went to him, and thus the old Levite began: "Most 
truly noble and intelligent sir, I, and my brethren, the 
genuine children of learning and science, have lone been 
much grieved at the rapid pn^ress of fanaticism, which now 
prevails amazmgly over the people. So prevaJent is it, sir, 
Uiat fenatical preachers are more (blbwed, more esteemed, 
llian we, the votaries of almighty reason. In these days, 
sir, there are scroe, who, in a frantic memner, decry the no- 
ble powers of the human soul, which we esteem to be almost 
dii/ine ; who preach wlvation, by what they call the righte- 
ousness of Christ, contrary to the instructions, which we re- 
ceived from that illumination, which thou bsfit given us. 
We have !on^ been studymg how to suppress this fenaticism, 
and to promote the more consistent doctrine of salvation ' 
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lo perform perfect righteousness. It is inlolerdble, sir, to 
hoar men of virtue and piety, placed on a level with vile 
publicans and sinners, wiio know not tlie law, and are there- 
fore ajxursed. Impious in the highest degree, to suppose 
that the benevolent Deity will not reward our good endeavors 
to please him, by working Mit our own salvation, without 
trusting m the righteousness of another." 

To be sure, said I, to gentlemen of virtue and goodness, 
it must be mortifying to submit to be levelled with those who 
work not, but believe in him who iustifieth the ungodly. 
Very trying, indeed, to one's own self to be an helMeaerv- 
ing sinner, when your own reason bears witness, that yon 
deserve the inestimable blessings of everlasting happiness, 
for your own personal goodness. What man of virtue and 
moral ofoodness, what gentleman of a clear head and good 
lieart, like yourself, can bear to be told, that harlots and 
publicans shall enter the kingdom of heaven sooner than 
you! I wonder not, my worthy sir, that the preaching of 
solvation by the works of another, should be a stone of "per- 
petual stumhlmg, and a rock of invincible offence to you. 
And this offence will never be removed, until we can so 
manage it, that this same book, called scripture, is made to 
truckle to the more consistent dictates of human reason ; by 
which alone the authenticity of doctrine ought to be at- 
tested, independently of any records whatever, either an- 
cient or modern. 

I myself have beheld the preaching of the cro^ of Christ, 
with a great deal of uneasiness, fet for seeing the self- 
righteous Jews break their bonea by stumbling upon it, and 
tlie wise philosophic Grecians turning meny-andrews, and 
kughing at it as foolishness, I shouH certainly have sunk 
into despair; because I was unhappy enough to see it prove 
lioth the power of God and the wisdom of God, to those who 
felt themselves actually in a perishing condition. But my 
i;;ood Mr. Out-and-in, permit me to tell you, that whatever 
pain I endure on account of a preached gospel, I can do no- 
tliing that will effectually prevent it, without the concur- 
rence of the clergy. By the way, let me not so much an 
hint any defection of the clergy. No, sir, I thank my aus. 
picious stars, by lar the greatest part of fliem are upon the 
riglit Bide of the question. There are but few, verv few 
who oreach those enthusinstic doctrines, with which the ar 
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tides, homilies, and rubric are stuHed; very few wiio con- 
cern themselves about what is, or what is not tlie doctrine 
of the Bible. 

But, to the matter of your troubles, sir, I apprehend tliey 
may be reduced to these two heads only ; to suppress tha 
growth of fenaticism on the one hand, and secure to your- 
selves the patrimony of the church on Ihe other. " Tiiese 
are all, returned he. If we can but accomplish these, we 
desire no more." Then, sir, if no more is aimed at, I shall 
put you in a way, by which you may accomplish them. 

Obaervc me then, my good friend Mr. Out-and-in, t!ie 
first thing to be done, is, to draw as thick a veil as possible 
over the personal excellencies, grace, and righteousness of 
Immanuel ; for these, wherever they are preached, have a 
tendency to eclipse all human glory, and greatly to diminish 
the profits of the altar ; which, you know, are the principal 
things that ought to be advanced. The holy trade of priest- 
craft can never prosper, but in proportion to your departure 
from Ihe doctrine of tlie cross. Yet, this must be done with 
caution, lest tiie eyes of the people should bo opened, and 
the propagation of your rational religion be prevented. The 
important question then is, " How you may retain the char- 
acter and autJtority of Christ's ambassadors, whilst, at Ihe 
wme time, you are laboring to extirpate the doctrine of sal- 
vation by his blood, from the rational world?" as you cannot 
expect to be so much regarded by the people, if ever you 
lose your claim to ambassadorship. Of tiiis, therefore, you 
must be very cautious, and by no means declare yourselves 
avowed enemies to the gospel, in so many express words. 

No, sir, you must find out tlie mo^ glorious names wiiich 
possibly can be ascribed to the Son of God; yet such namea 
as do not imply his personal divinity ; these would spoil your 
scheme, and therefore must be rejected. For instance, you 
must not call him Immanuel, the mighty God, the everlast- 
ing Father, God manifest in the flesh, Jesus Christ yester- 
day, to-day and for ever the same ; Alpha and Omega, &c. 
&c. These, and such like names, must absolutely be laid 
aside, for they make directly against the rational scheme. 
On the other hand, you must be equally carefiil not to speak 
slightly of his person, name, and authority, by barefacedly 
calling him, but a man, like yourselves, aa Dr. Priestley has 
precipitately done ; and by so doing betrayed the cpuse of 
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rational religion into tJie hands of the orthodo.i, ti be man 
gleii atid tortured after tlie manner of tliat wicked Shaver 
In shori, you must consider, tliat tJie people are not all ra- 
tional alike ; and therefore a downright denial of the God 
head of Christ, may be attended with very serbua conse 
quences. Some people are firmly attached to the Alhano 
sian creed, merely out of deference to the judgment of ther 
Bncestors, and others are as firmly attached to the ecripturea 
from an inward conviction of tbeir divine propriety; so that 
widiout the greatest care, you may be bafiled in your verj 
first attempts to promulgate your rational religion. 

In short, sir, notwithstanding you believe him to he out ( 
man like yourselt; or at most but a dignified creature, yo» 
must of necessity, for fear of the populace, give him a kinf 
of sufiragan Deity or deputed Godhead like that of Mars o« 
Mercury, in the pagan tlimilogy. Your friend, Mr. Whi» 
ton, a man of deep intelligence, has sliown you what mar 
be done in this way ; do you, my good Mr. Out-and-in, imi- 
tate the same Homer-like minister,* You must never omit 
when you Bpeak of him, to use great and swelling wordi 
of seeming respect, as if yon had the most profound venera- 
tion for his person ; call him the only son of the most hign 
God ; the first-bom, and most exalted of creatures ; o being 
iiir above men and angels; under God, the great dispenser 
■X all tilings, both in earth and heaven. Not a syllaliie U 
liis measuring the seas in the hollow of his hand; of hia 
meting out heaven with a span ; of his coinpreliending the 
dust of the eartlj in a measure ; weighing the mountains in 
scales, and the hills in a balance ; or of his taking up the 
isles as a very little thing. That ii a description of Jesne, 
most adverse to what you would have thought to be rational 
religion, which considers him aa no more than a man, like 
yourselves. It is good, therefore, that such descriptions 
sliould never be quoted. By keeping close to those appel- 
lations, which are proper to hirn, only aa man and mediatw, 
you will veil his real persona! dignity ; and, in time, your 
Eudience will quite forget all their old orthodox notions, 
concerning the proper Deity of the lord Jesus Christ, 

• Homer-like minlsler. Homer wa> a wonderful crealor of tods Bnd 
Roddcssas. and so waiMr.Whisuin. (Vom liia own auodolof ihoTciQilf 
KiurA he uiakei ID tanalsL of one uncreated, and two creaied Qui*. 
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which at present are bo very oiiensive to you and you( 
bretliren. 

When you liappen to hear of any man, who ia a zpaloua 
and diligent preacher of Christ crucified, as tlie only founda- 
tion of the sinner's hope, you must look to it that eoinething 
be speedily done, to prevent his success: for such a man 
is capable of being very injurious to us, and our rational 
reMon. His followers will consider you as no better than 
hirHlinga, mercenary priests, and enemies to the gospel of 
salvation. Therefore you must, but always with the great- 
est an, attack his character. Stigmatize him with such 
names of reproach as you think wiii be moat likely to lake 
with the vulgar. However, you must beware of touching 
his moral character, for that will be like the body of 
Achilles, invulnerable even to malice itself His religious 
character, because less understood by the common people, 
will be more easily injured ; and is, therefore, the mosl 
proper object of your attacks. 

You may call him an enthusiast, which is a name under- 
stood by very few ; therefore the greatest part of the peo- 
ple will consider him as some outlandish monster, and 
avoid him, as they would shun the path of a crocodile. Or 
yon may call him a methodist ; this also is a name well 
calculated to excite popular abhorrence, as you know manv 
would rather choose to he papists than methodisU. Or you 
may call him an anabaptist, or fanatic. Tn ^ort, you mav 
dress him in what names yon think will most eHectQailV 
stir up t!ie people to bait hun, as they would do a buil Jr 
a bear from the forest ; and so far as your influence goe.j. 
you may totally prevent his usefulness; which, vou know, 
will be a great service done to the devil, and to rational 
religion. 

But, my good Mr. Out^nd-in, take care that you b( 
not too barefeced in your slanders, as Doctor Priestley ban 
been in his a^inst the orthodox dissenters. His zeal foi 
ratioiial religion is so furious, that it prompted him to rend 
the disguise, which ought by all means to liave conceale.i 
his implacable hatred of the orthodo.'?. This, however, h» 
has thought proper to discover in such a manner, that his 
word, in a way of slander, will now scarcely be taken bv 
anybody, so that even the rationals thomselvea are ashamed 
rf his rashness. Hut you, my friend, may avail yourself of 
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bia miscarriage, and avoid the rock upon which he founder- 
ed under full sail, by considering that, amongst the laity 
there are always to be found a discerning few, whose pene- 
tration may be too keen for a flimsy disguise. Now, sliould 
your malice be delected, your very reproaches would bring 
him proselytes, as in the caseof Dr. Trapp, of crabbed mem- 
ory, and the late Mr. Whitfield. Therefore, let all your 
reproach^ seem to flow rather frorn pity Uian malice. Do 
not tail to commend something of the good that is in bini : 
thb will be an excellent oloak, from under which you may 
with the greater freedom shoot your arrows of calumny. 
For example, when his name is mentbned in company, you 
may say, " He is a good sort of man, I believe ; but I am 
sorry for him. Poor man, he hath imbibed sad enthusiastic 
principles. The poor, weak, well-meaning man, would <io 
good if he could, I believe, but is sadly led away by metho- 
distical notions." Sir, there are a thousand wa)^ of vendinjf 
scandal, wilii seeming pity, which some people are perfect 
masters of: but your divines are trw warm, and thfrelore 
their arrows feu to the ground before they inflict anj 
wound at all. 

I have known an important minister, ere now, rum the 
reputation of his neighbor, with less than ten words speik 
ing and tliose too seemingly spoken in much pity O ^ r, 
there requires great art m scandalizmg to purpose No- 
thing gives such a point to the arrow of scandal, a£ seeming 
concern for tjie welfare of the party whom you want to ruin 
I could recommend you to certain gentlemen, in great eefi- 
mation for religion and virtue, as the most accomplished in 
this necessary art, did not I know that you disdain to learc 
from any hiferior to myself. 

It you would invalidate the doctrine of imputed rigli'- 
eousnesB, you must begin just here, and proceed in the fol- 
lowing manner. That it is a doctrine which must be 
brought into contempt, as you would wish to preserve the 
honor of the creature, is clear to a demonstration ; seeing 
wheue-ver a. man is brought cordially to embrace it, hia 
looks, however lofty before, are brought down, and he lies 
at the feet of Jeijus, as a perishing and lost sinner ; which, 
you know, is inconsistent with the dignity of a philosopher, 
or a rational Christian. 

You must, my worthy Mr. Out-and-in, you must indeed. 
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declare that man, having received no damage at at! by the 
&11 of Adam, and coming- into tlie world in perfect inno- 
nence, is capable of having a righteousness of his own, 
which will justify hun before an infinitely holy God. " Ay, 
but Mr. Rationalis, said he, how shall I mana^ in this, see- 
ing there are so many plain pasragea of scripture, which 
contradict meT" Do, my good friend! You must not 
mind that, if you intend to be ft rational preacher. You 
must show yourself a man, and leap over tJiem, as many 
have done before you. Imitate the iealoos Ur. I'riesjtlej-, 
and like him tell your hearers, that the scriptures do not 
mean what they say.* What man of reason would regard 
ft few adverse texts of scripture, when the dignity of human 
nature is the subject in question ) 

For your encouragement, permit me to assure you, that 
however adverse the scriptures may be to your rational 
doctrine, the populace will be very propitious. 

You can never please men so well as by clappmg them 
Ml the shoulders, telling- them that their hearts are good, 
that they need not doubt of getting safe to heaven, whether 
they believe in the Sou of God or not. And I engage, sir 
your auditory will caress you, for the sake of your pleasing 
doctrine. 

As to the Holy Ghost, I would not have you absolutely 
/efrain from mentioning him, and his assisting infliniivji* 
because your people read of him in your church liturgy so 
very often. But be sure roundly to assert, that it is mere 
enthusiasm for a man to expect to receive the Holy Ghost, 
in these days; and let them solve the difficulty, how the 
thoughts of a man's heart can be cleansed by the inspiration 
of the Holy Ghtst, whom they cannot receive, as they shall 
find opportunity. It seems I proved as H kind of remem- 
brancer here, for he stopped me short and said : " Let me 

Bee 1 Ihmk I should remember something about the 

Holy Ghost somewhere Hum — If I mistake not, it was 

relating to the office of ordination." 

Yes, sir, said 1, it was ; you only professed to my lord 
bishop, that you were moved by the Holy Gliost, to take 
upon you the office of a deacon. That was all, sir. lilo 
replied: "I believe it was some such thing. But pray. 
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■ir, was it rational in nie so to do, seeing I did not then be> 
lieve that any man receives the moviug influences of tho 
Holy Ghost m these times 1" Surely, said I, it Wfts. You 
know, sir, no man can cet a benefice without it in your 
way : and I pray you, who would not do as much as thai 
for a good livin^i Why should you have any scruple of 
conscience, seeing you have got some hundreds a year by 
it ] I know many, very many, who did the same, sir, wb« 
can hardly procure thirty pounds per annum. On my 
word, you sold your conscience well. But for those sons of 
ecience, they foolishly threw theirs away, without tlie pros- 
pect of any comfortable return. I assure you, a joumeymaji 
weaver can afford a better table than many a clergyman of 
tho rank of curate. 

Once more ; as the works of the Savior of mankind must 
not be ivIioUy omitted; should you be asked, What Jesu! 
did for his people ? you must answer, as it were, in a rap- 
ture : " O ! he hath done great things for us. He descended 
from the heavenly glories, and assumed our nature. He 
hath abn^fcd the severity of the old, and introduced a new 
and milder law; lived agreeably to the precepts of it hiro- 
eelf, and when his instructions were finished, he confirmed 
us in his ways, and sealed the truth of his doctrme with hia 
own precious blood." Thus, my friend, you may by good 
management, if grace prevent not, deceive the very elect. 
Tears of thanklulness trickled down ttie old gentleman's 
beard ; he ^\e me most hearty thanks, and protested, that 
no instructions could he more agreeable to the dictates of 

Fastosiis. I can tell you, brother, your advice was not in 
vain, but has been invariably followed, so that this rational 



religion is now very little injurious to our mterest. 

Infidelis. It is very moderate, sir, and may w " 
crated even b;y our governors themselves. It h 



least affinity with the doctrine of the cross; which is justly 
the abhorrence of every partisan of ours, as will appear 
from the creed which I composed, and put into the hands 
of my friend Mr. Out-and-in; which, if agreeable, I shall 

UiscoHOANS, 1 pray you, sir, let ua have the creed. It may 
afford matter of entertainment (o have the creed of the ene- 
mies of all creeds and confessions. 
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Infideub. Not enemies to all creeds, cji:sm ; only tothuse 
creeds which they deem orlliodox; those wiiicJi debase the 
i-^nnor, exalt llie Savior, and thwart the views of iiuniiui 
arrogance. But they are very fond of eucii creeds as tickle 
proud nature, eclipse the sovereignty of grace, and debase the 
Navior as insufficient of himself to save to the uttermost 
those who come to God by him : as you will see in the fol- 

" I believe in the great God, the Father and fountaui of 
Deity, as an absolute and supreme being, eternai, immortal, 
invisible, omnipresent, all-powerful, the Creator, Supporter, 
and Governor of all worlds. I believe in another God, who 
is not eternal m his existence ; not omnipresent in his es- 
sence ; not omnipotenl, but entirely dependent on the great 
God for his very existence ; not supreme over all, as Paul 
the ftnatic thou^t; but subject in all things to him that 
made him ; not immortal, but actually died about seventeen 
hundred years agone, for purposes afterwards to be mention- 
ed. I ftoher believe, concerning this second God, that he 
was created, as the famous Whiston says, by the great God, 
in an ineftable manner, before the foundation of the world, 
far above all angels, and appointed to be the minister of the 
wrath and mercy of the Creator. I believe in a third God, 
called the HolyGhost, created by the second God, or suffra- 
gan of the Supreme Deity, and that, therofijre,he may prop- 
erly be called the grandson of the great God." 

" I beg your pardon, said Mr. Out-and-in, interniptmg me ; 
it would be more rational stili, to ascribe no Deity whatever 
to the Son of God." 

sir, replied I, we shall fit you in that, in the most ngree- 
aWe manner; then to the article of faith in the great God, 
add, " I believe in Jesus Christ, as a mere man like ourselves, 
yet pious and holy. A man sent of God, as a great teacher, 
whose business in life was to introduce a new mild law, 
commcBjly called the gospel; because God had altered his 
mind, respecting the salvation of mankind, since his giving 
of the old law, which upon examination and long experi- 
ence, was found to be too strict and severe, consequently 
unjust, and fit for abolition. Wherefore, he raised up this 
same Jesus Christ, a man like ourselves, and sent h:m to 
correct the errors, which infinite wisdom hnd fallen into, in 
giving what we call the morul law. I believe, that when aa 
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obtained a perfect correct copy, lie taught it to mankiad, and 
called it the new law, or tiie gospel. I believe tliat tliis good 
man did actually make such corrections, alterations, and 
amefldnienls in the morallaw, as he saw meet, notwithstand- 
ing he positively declared, tliat, " although heaven and earth 
diould both pass away, not one jot or tittle of the old law 
should fail," that is, be superseded by any other law what- 
ever. I believe that Jesus Christ, tliis good man like our- 
selves, having rendered the old law a perfect system, and 
having taught it in ila purified state, died to confirm the 
truth of his doctrine, just as Cranmor and other good men 
have done since then. I believe farther, that he continued 
under tie power of death for three days, and then was raised 
firan the dead, to show that he was no impostor, but was ac- 
tually commissioned to amend the ohJ law, which, prior to 
his correction, was neither holy, just, nor good, as the mista- 
ken apostle thoug-ht it to be. Farther still, I believe tha', 
in his exalted state, he is, as good Dr Pnesiley observes, only 
■ man like ourselves, notwithstanding the orthodoi igno- 
rantly worship him as Immanuel, God, with them ; Goi! 
manifest in the flesh; the true God and eternal life; thn 
Alpha and Omega; the first and the last, and I know not 
what enthusiastic titles, such as that book, called the Bible, 
ascribes to Jesus of Nazareth 

"Concerning the original state of man, 1 believe, thai 
Adam did not beget his children w the likeness which he 
himself bore, at the time of Uieir being begotten, but in the 
likeness which he bore before he had sinned ; that, although 
the fountain became polluted, the streams continue pure and 
limpid; and, although the root was depraved by transgrcs- 
sion, the branches and fruit are holy and innocent So that 
there is no such thing as original sin in any sense ; nor have 
,he posterity of Adarn any share in the guilt of his trans- 
gressions. And, whereas the death of infents is frequently 
alleged, by fanatics, and orthodox Christians, as a proof of 
oriijinal sin ; I do most rationally believe, concerning those 
that die in infency, that either God, in an arbitrary unjust 
manner murders them without cause ; or theit deatli is oc- 
casioned by some sin of their own, committed either whilst 
they were in the womb, or before they had being ; for no man 
can (lie lor the sins of another, says your oracle, and yet U 
is clear tliat infents do die, 
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" Moreover, I believe that every man ia possessed of power 
lo justify himself by the deeds of tJie law, and to procura 
talvation by his own willing' and running, contrary to the 
opinion of Paul, and the rest of the orthodox; that salvation 
is obtained by works of rigliteousness of our own perform- 
ing, and not by the obedience aud death of any otJier person ; 
that Ihe glory of our salvation sliall redound to the absoJuI* 
ineroj of God, and our own good endeavors lo obtain it; and 
not unto Clirist, whom the orlliodox enthusiastically say, has 
loved thera, and washed them in his blood, 1^ which he has 
redeemed them to God, out of every nation, kindred, people, 
tongue, and language." 

This creed being cordially received by my votaries, I 
Ip.uehed in my sleeve, and saiil, A tip; for you all, my enemies; 
Goodwin, Chamock, Owen and Crisp, '&c. where are you 
now I A fig for all your snarlings at iny principles! Lift 
up your heads from die dusty pillows, and listen, whilst your 
own descendants, ye Puritans, with all the force of eloquence, 
plead the cause of great Infidelis. 

iMPiiTOR. Honored &ther, I admire your subtility, and 
almost adore your craftiness. Who would have thought, 
wlien we heaM of the old Puritans raving- against unbelief 
wid profaneness, that, in such a short time, their descendanta 
would have forsaken the principles of their progenitors But 
I give you joy, my sire, your opemtions have lacked no ad- 
■iTttageous success. 

Infidelis. You are very obligmg, myson! Butlperceive 
you are not aware of all the glory of this eonquesl. Perhaps 
my friends would think it strange, if I should tell them, that 
by tliis device, I have agiain introduced into Britain, as groaa 
idolatry as ever was preached by the aacient druids, as ever 
was known at Rome or Athens; and that British divines 
have arrived at an higher degree of healheuism than ever 
was known in the celebrated pantheon. 

Ihpiatob. Nay, then, my bewildering parent, out with it, 
and explain yourself What, idolatry again in Britain: Hap 
py stars! 

Infidelis. Hold, son. Restrain yourseli^ I say, Donotyou 
remember the charge I gave you, Impiator, when 1 sent forth 
my several worthies to sound my siccp-giving trumpet. 

Impiatob. I can remember nothing at present, so great ia 
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^i joy ! O idolatry i How glad am I lliat the Britons have 
igain embraced thee I 

IsFiDunts. This, son, ivas my charge, and I desire yoa will 
remember it. Take care, said I, ImpiaWr, take care wliat 
vou do. It is & matter of great importance to our infernal 
interest, to which a blunder of yours might, on this occasion, 
bo very injurious. These men are gone forth upon my busi- 
ness; with a commission from me, your fiither, to counteract 
ft preached gospel, and as much as may to sap its foundation 
doctrines. Now, my son, In order to be useful to me, it is 
highly necessary they should bear the appearance of the 
strictest sanctity, and be not any wise defective in tithing, 
Bnise, mint, and cummin, or how can they impose tlie cheat 
upon mankmd with success] Whereas, the appearance of 
devotion and sanctity, will give energy to their arguments, 
Biti greatly recommend their doctrine ; there is no beating; 
it out of the heads, even of the most ignorant, that there is 
such a thing as devotion and sanctity, mseparably connected 
with religion. 

Now, my son, thou art hut a purblind devil, and at best 
precipitate; therefore thou mayest overturn my well-con- 
certed schema I charge thee, therefore, ImpiaWr, as then 
wishest well to our mal-administratbn, that thou shalt re- 
frain from tempting these men into any of thine openly no- 
Iflrious ways, and to leave them entirely to my govern- 
ment; for tiiey cannot miscarry whilst I have the pleasure 
of reigning in their hearts. 

Pastosus. a very necessary caution, and it ought to be 
regarded. 

Impiator. I remember it very we!!, and have liitherto 
acted accordingly; notwithstanding, I would rather allure 
every person to take up his dv/elling in some part of my 
dominions. But, sir, I never knew that your rational divines 
wer" properly idolaters. 

hriDBLis. Do you consider, then. They tell their hear- 
erp, that Immanuel is no more than a dignified creature, 
who has no personal claim to the essential properties of 
true anil absolute divinity, notwithstanding many of them 
pay divine honors to his name. Now, my son, Ihe worship 
of a creiture, how dignified soever, is by all allowed to be 
merc^ idolatry. 

Fastosus. They deny the charge of idolatry, brother. 



by alleging, that tljey offer to Immanuel, only an inrericn 
worship, suited to the inferiority of his person as a create" 

Infidelis. The very tlibg in which their idolatry con- 
sists, and is on a level with tlie ancient pagans. It was ap 
inferior kind of adoration, which the ancients paid to theii 
heroes and common deities, in comparison of^that which 
they offered to Jupiter their great god, the supposed king 
and fether of all the rest. Mars and Mercury, for instance, 
were never considered as supreme, but as acting under the 
direction ajid delegation of Jupiter; aasuch, and such only, 
tiiey were adored and worshippeil ; so that to distinguish 
between the worship of tlie father, as supreme, and lliat of 
his son, as inferior and subordinate, instead of exculpating 
them from the charge of idolatry, doth actually enforce it. 

Fastosiw. But, to cleat themselves from the charge of 
idolatry, tbe^ allege ferther, sir, the command of God him- 
self, for their worshipping the Son, notwithstanding his in- 
feriority. The ffreat God, say they, hath given command, 
that all tho angels of God should worship him, and that all 
men should honor him ; sliall then our obedience draw upon 
us the reproach of idolatry] 

iNMDELia. So they say. But if they knew the scriptures, 
only half as well as you and me, who have labored all our 
days lo cloud their evidence, they would see that these 
commands, instead of exculpating them from, do actually 
bring home tjie charge of idolatry upon them. God hath 
expressly commanded, that, " Mankind shall have no otiier 
gods betbre him," as objects of religious adoration, either 
by office or otherwise. And he would hardly have himself 
introduced another, of a different nature, and commanded 
all men to worship him ; seeing, in this case, one command 
would have clashed with the otiier. This would have been 
the spring of wild confusion, and everlasting uncertainty; 
for the two commands being diametrically opposite, no man 
could ever have known which of the two might be obeyed 
with safety. 

Would we but suffer them to reflect upon the divinp 
commands, they must unavoidably see that their worship, 
ning of the Son of God, as merely delegated, with an infe- 
rior kind of worship, is absolute idolatry. When the first 
begotten was brought into the world it was said, "Let ui; 
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the fttijiels of God worship him," which tJiey accordingly 
did at his birth. When he revealed himself to Israel, the 
Father gave command, that, "All men should honor the 
Son, even as they honored die Father." That is, with the 
self-same honor, as is paid to the Father, on the foundation 
of Ilia being one (in essence) with the Father. Whereas, 
had the PaSier ordained divine honors to be paid to any be- 
ing of a diflerent essence from himseli; he would not only 
have overturned the first commandment, " Thou shalt havu 
no (Sher gods before me," but have given his glory to an- 
other, contrary to his own express declaration. Iwould not, 
therefore, have those sons of superior reason think it at all 
strange, if at last they find themselves ranked with idol- 

Ihfiator. But, father, if I mistake not, you said, that, 
with them, paganism is brought to as great perfection as 
ever it arrived at in the Roman pantheon. How is that, sir, 
seeing they are rational Christians! 

Infideub. Yes, my son, tliey call themselves rational 
Christians, because they believe and teach, "That the 
world bj wisdom may know the Almighty," and adorn their 
harangues with words, which men's wisdom teachelh ; but 
they are pagans, notwithstanding, as will appear, when you 
consider, timt they worship more Gods thaii one. Arians 
and Sooinians both agree to worship one, whom they say is 
truly and essentially God, and the king and father of the 
other Deities. Besides this object of supreme adoration, 
they have other two, the Son and the Holy Ghost, whom 
they honor wilh inferior adoratbn, just as the ancients did 
the common Deities. I suppose, gentlemen, you will allow 
that the worship d" two or three objectsof different ranks, is 
as real paganism, as the worship of so many hundreds : but 1 
choose to distinguish the modems from others, by the name 
of Christian p^^ns, because they allow Jesus Chri^ to be 
one of their secondary Deities. I am greatly obliged to you, 
my brother Fastosus, for your assistance, so kindly given, 
to enable me to accomplish my purposes ; without it, Icould 
not have brought my aiUiirs to their present happy situa- 

Fastosus. No, brother, you could not; but you are at all 
times welcome to my assistance, in eonnteractinn' the sini- 
plirity of pospel truth. I myself should greatly suffer, wera 
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the Ariana anil Socinians to discover what patt we have uc 
their rational religion ; and 1 am Jiot without my fears, that 
the capacity of flie preachers for jnahing- proselytes, tlw 
dwindling away of their congregpitions, anil the contcmpl 
in which lliey are in general held, will in time convince 
them, " That the worU by wisdom knew not God," ami so 
bring them to change tlieir present system of rational reli- 
gion for that of the cross of Jesus, which is truly rational, 
and ennobles every reasoning power of the human soul. 

Impiatob. Ah, ray aire ! What a subtle spirit you are 1 
With what laudable craftiness must you have acted, to suc- 
ceed in introducing pagan idolatry amongst modem divines, 
even araongst Protestant dissenters. I have long known 
that Che papists are pagans in disguise, but had no thought 
of rational Christians being so fcr in alliance with us. 

DucnRDANS. Pagans in disguise, cousin ! What do you 
meani There is no mystery at all in your father's doc- 
trines; nor is there much difference between the ancient 
pagans, and modem papists. The principal difference is 
this; The popish Juno, whom they call the mother of 
God, is far greater in power, and more exalted in glory, 
than the wife of Jupiter, the pagan Deity, The pagan 
Juno acted m all things subordinate to the will of her hus- 
band, flie king and father of the gods, who bore absolute 
Bway over the heavenly CTnod : hut the popi^ Jupiter acts 
in subordination to the will of his vi^in mother. He rules 
the creation, indeed; but then he is stJl subject to maternal 
direction ; so that it is not God, tlie savbr of sinners, but 
the vircin Mary the popish Juno, who possesses absolute 
sovereignty; and what good Ihey expect at tiie hand of 
(jod, is expected as to be done in obedience to his virgin 
mother. 

In all other things, there is little or no disparity between 
tlis ancient and modem pantheon worship. The pagans 
worshipped angels, whom they called Gods; the pamsts 
worship them also, knowing them to be creatures. The 
first iiad their heroes and heroines, whom they adored un- 
der the name of demi-goda; the latter, aJso, have their he- 
roes and heroines, whom they worship under the name of 
saints. The ancients had their ambiguous oracles and lying 
wonders, and the moderns have both, in far greater abun 
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dance ; si that he niLst be blind indeed, who does not sec 
amongst tncm uniiisguised poganiEm, 

Imphtor, Then it must follow, that the papists are 
greater friends to my iatlier Inlidelis, llian the Arians and 
Socinians; because tliese bear sonietliing of the appearance 
)f truth; but those hnve cast off both truth and its appear 

LvnDELis. That is your wisdom, again, my son. Impiatoi 
would make but a blundering tniiusler of state in my cour* 
gentlemen. But, my son, you may know, it is witli us a 
maxim of policy, that, " Whoever comes nearest tlie truth, 
and is, notwithstanding, destitute of it, is always capable 
of doing the most essential service to my interest" Popish 
paganism is by tar too barefaced to succeed b Enghnd, 
where its absurdities have been so long detected. English 
Protestants will not worship a god of the baker's making, 
whilst their women retain the art of making good plumb- 
padding, which will at any time be preferred to the sacra* 
mental wafer. But Arian and Socinian paganism is so sub- 
tiliy invented, and so well refined, that it passeth with 
many for rational Christianity. 

Impiator. I find, sir, you are under necessity, as well as 
myself, to act wisely, with craft and cunning, finding that 
tlie same device will not, with all people, at all times sue* 
iwwi alike. We may sometimes, to some people, appeii i,s 
our own infernal likeness; and at olhet^ we are fain to put 
on a deep disguise, in order to accomplisli our designs. But 
no matter how, so that we have them safe at last. How- 
ever, gentlemen, there being such a prospect of plenty, I 
begin to fear there will scarcely be room left in hell for lU 
devils. 

iNnnBus. Another stroke of mv son's wit. It is well, 
Impiator, that your business is t( 
Ihoughlless part of the human r 
little service to our fraternity. But have you never heard, 
that Tophet is wide and la^, without either brim or bot- 
tom 1 liiere is no fear of wanting room. Besides, wherever 
the fiends may happen to be, they are always ot home, being 
sure to carry their hel! along with them. 

t'laroava. I iiave somewhere seen a map of that part of 
your dominion!^ brother, A'here the idolaters dwell; if you 
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have got one about you, I should be glad to have a descrip- 
tion of it 

Infidelib. I iiave, eir, and am glad it is in ray power to 
gtatify my much-honored brotlier. You see, sir, it is di- 
vided into two grand provinces, each inhabited by dilTerenl 
sects of idol worshippers. That province on the left con- 
tains the various sects of civil idolaters, and this on the right 
contains the many denominations of tlielr elder brethren, 
the religious idolaters. And, I assure you, tliey are two 
bodies of people very respectable. 

The province which contains the civi] iilolaters, is di- 
vided into several counties, all of which are very populous. 
In the first county live the worshippers of vain pleasure, 
and this county is divided into several regalities, in which 
the several sects or denominations of idolaters dwell, ac- 
cording to the diversity of their inclmations. The first re- 
Mhty 13 appointed to llie worshippers of living creaturea 
This swarms with jockeys, and gamblers of the turfi both 
of noble and imoble extraction. Along with them live the 
worshippers of foxes, hares, and hounds, a very jolly race, 1 
asaure you, well skilled in the literature of the keimel. But 
it is better to be a slave m a Turkish galley, than held as a 
divinity in this regality ; for adoration never fells to procure 
torture to the idol, as the panling of the hare, and the well- 
plowed sides of the horse, sufficiently demonstrate. A 
little nook of this regality is, by royal mandate, made over 
to sterile wives and maiden ladies, who, for want of more 
agreeable objects of adoration, worship monkeys, parrots, 
and lapniogs. The second regahty is the habitation of those 
who worship the dramatic poets, and their apes, the players. 
At the shrines of those idols, the worshippers sacrifice health 
and virtue, under pretence of learning wisdom. They are 
a very fiishionable and honored people, with whom legisla- 
tors and guardians of public virtue are not ashamed to as- 
sociate. Here you may find legislators patriotically sacri- 
ficing their own virtue, in order to protect that of their na- 
tion; their own estates, in order to assist in public economy; 
and feithlessly wasting their own time, in order to teach in- 
dustry to the inferior ranks of subjects. 

In tiie second county, you will find all the worshippers 
of false honor ; a sot of gentry extremely divided in their 
Mutiments, relative to the object of theii adoration. (W 
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holy fether ftUs down prostrate, like Carduml Wolsey, be- 
tbre the triple crown and pontifical dignity, A second is 
equally devout at the shrine of a cardinal's hat. And a third, 
[ess aspiring, pays his devotions to a bishop's mitre or pre- 
latic robes, and tne highest of his present amHtion is a bish- 
opric. Other reverend gentlemen oifer a more humble 
worship tfl a deanery, pretend, or vicarage. 

It is very observable, that in this county people never 
wjtship that to which they hive already attained; but hav- 
ing compassed their purpose, bum incense to the idol next 
if. rank, and thus the worshipper goes on, if death and dis- 
appointment do not prevent him, imtil he has worshipped 
every shrine in the pantheon. 

For instance, whilst a curate, a vicarage is the idol ; the 
ricacage obtained, it gives place to a prebend or deanery ; 
which once enjoyed, they also, in their turn, give place to 
a bishopric ; that to an archbishopric, which is the principal 
idol of the English. But in crther countries,' there are idols 
of a superior rank, so that the moment an archbishopric is 
obtained, incense smokes to a cardinal's hat; which alsoob- 
tained, loses it worshipper, who is now converted to the wor- 
ship of the triple crown, the great god and father of all the 
other idols. 

Not are the laity less devout than their reverend breth- 
ren ; ibr one man worships universal empire, like Louis of 
France, and some others; but it is said that George of Brit- 
ain is an apostate from tliis religion. Another worships a 
crown and sceptre, like the descendants of a certain brick- 
layer; and many aiJore the place of jirime-minisler, chan- 
cellor of the kmgdom, first lord of the treasury, with every 
cither place of honor and trust in government. Some you 
shall see fiill prostrate belbre a star and garter, whilst others 
are all obedience to a coronet The husband lies in the dust 
before " his honor," whilst his wife in raptures adores " her 
[adyship.'' " His lordship" is bended to by one, and another 
pays all his uevotion to " his grace." 

In this county, you may find some men religious enough 
to worship a corporal's knot, or a Serjeant's halberd. Some 
worship an ensign's sash, others a lieutenant's commission, 
whilst the captam is absolutely as much devoted to a regi- 
ment, as his colonel is to a marshal's etaSi 

The third county is the dwelling of those who worship 
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tiieir own bodies, than which, I presume, there is not a more 
raueiious idol in the synod. Around the shrine of this god, 
stind the baker, brewer, pastry-cook, confecliouer, distiller, 
weaver, anti male and female tailors. Hard by are a con 
stL'llation of tile softer sex prostrate before an Indian shrub, 
the lenvea of which are in great veneration. At no great 
ilistance are a cloud of worshippers of Virginia tobacco ; 
tliey are divyei! into no less than four different sects. The 
first of whom worsaip the tobacco in the neat leaf, cut small, 
or well rolled together. The second worship it after it is 
well ground into flour. The third put it through the fire \o 
tbe dear sensation. And the fourth are of such a Catholic 
disposition, that they worship the dearly beloved tobacco in 
ail its forms. [Of this last sect tlie Listener professes hiin- 
selfl 

The belly is worshipped by many, as the principal god, 
and so profuse are they in their otferinp, that its altar ia 
sometimes almost overturned, and the idol, greedy as it is, 
is unable to bear the fruits of their devotion. The sect of 
plottons, a devout race, ransack both earth and sea to bring 
plenty of offerings to the idol ; and that of dninkards, in 
no less devotion, pour on the wines in such profusion, thai 
all tJiB Hurrounding trenches are gorged to the brim. This 
sirne idol differs exceedingly from most other objects of 
'■JolatTOUB worship ; for when it has swilled to excess '.? "hv 
ilr ink-offering, it invites the brain to share in the feast, to 
which it presents every vaporish effluvia, whilst it reserves 
for its own use only the parts excremeotitious. Moreover, 
tills same belly is apt to resent the profusion of its worship- 
pers, and sends forth the bluest plagues, most chillmg agues, 
burning, putrid and malignant fevers, with aU manner of 
acute and chronical distempers, amongst the worshippers, 
and thus provides employment for gentlemen of the ftculw; 
whose business positively would be worse than that of^a 
cobbler, but tor the religbn of belly-worshipping. 

in the fourth county dwell the worshippers of gold and 
large possessions, some of whom you will find lying pros- 
trate, in the deepest devotion, to a line well-situated house 
and garden ; others worshipping a fertile estLte and well- 
stored barns, a flock of fleecy sheep, or an herd of fattening 
bullocks. One man adores the brace of nags, which hun 
him from place to place, whilst his friend is prostrate befer-j 
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a Bplendifl retinue. Moidores, as -i'dl as English coin, k a 
splendid idol, and attracts the attention of many, whilst some 
adoro a coal-pit, or a mine of leaden ore. 

Had I time, I would give you a more full account of the 
religbuB idolaters ; but as business is urgent, I shall onl^ 
touch upon some of their gods. The greatest of which m 
his holiness the present pope, who dispenseth blefsing and 
cui'sing, cttsleth down and exalteth at his pleasure. This 
god, wlio is exalted above all that is called God, i&sueth 
dispensations and pardons, for money and price, contrary to 
the manner of the God of heaven. The one pardons and 
gives salvation freely of grace, but the other sells his par- 
dons as dear as he can. Next to his holiness, on the right 
hand, stands the popish Juno, or virgin Mary, whose pow- 
erful cmumand of the God of nature, is greatly adored by 
every zealous papist On the left hand stands a Jesiis Chri^ 
of wnod, whom the papists also highly revere ; for they ate, 
almost to distraction, fond of wooden deities. Some indeed 
have a Jesus Christ made of gold or silver, and otiiers, more 
Jowly, worsiiip a paper Savior; but the most humble devo- 
tion is paid to the goda which the baker makes. These are 
the most ravenous idolaters in the whole world; for, with 
tJie greatest eagerness and devout veneration, they eat the 
object of their adoration. Thousands of these breaden goda 
are devoured annually, and as soon as devoured, they are 
replaced by others from the sacred ovens. The people, wor- 
ship, and service of the true Jesus of Naiareth, they abhor 
end persecute with as much fury as ever Ihdr ancestors the 
Romish pagans did. But if their own godsmiths, carvers, 
or statuaries, happen to produce a handsome Jesus Christ, 
or a mother of God, the countrj' will presently wonder after 
it, in the most profound adoration. 

DiBCORDANS. I haue sometimes thought, brother, that the 
popish religion is the religion of Moloch inverted. Ttiatvi> 
racious idol was used to devour the children of his worship- 
pers i but here the greedy worshippers devour their god, 
after he is well baked in an oven. 

Infidelis. The ancient pagans were even foolish enough, 
in giving tlieir children to that greedy devil, Moloch ; and 
the papists are not much wiser m worshipping the works of 
Uie artificer, or believing that they can eat their Maker 
Here are, liltewise, Uie greatest variety of venerable reliw^ 
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6uch as Sl Feler'3 beard, the ear of SL PcanciB, Ihe milk of 
tho virgin, n idi a thousand fooleries besides, all of which are 
in some eeniie deified. 

Besides these already mentioned, there dwell in this prov- 
ince, all who worfihip their ancestors, which renders the 
country very populous. I mean those who hold the ciuicns, 
confessions, and liturgies composed by their ancestors, to be 
nearly equal to the scriptures in authenticity. likewise, 
those who are of this or tliat persuasion, merely because it 
was the tkith of their progenitors, withmit giving themselves 
the trouble of searching the scripture, to know the truth of 
the doctrine. It is also here that the worsliippers of the ea- 
cerdotal livery dwell. I mean those who venerate a man 
merely for the sake of his gown and cassock, without in- 
quiring whether his doctrine and conversation render him 
venerable. 

But I should tire your patience, was I to give you a mi- 
nute description of my vastly extended country, as well as 
lead you to imitate the sloth of the children of men. I shall 
therefore beg leave here to desist. At the usual time I will 
meet you. Business calls me hence at present. 
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Privy to their appointment, I made business give way to 
curiosity, and I was as punctual in my attendance as they 
were m theirs. At the same time before agreed lo, they 
assembled, resumed their seats, and Pastosus thus began: 

Fabtosus. It is true, sir, your son Avaro hath greatly 
exceeded my expectations, and proves himself to be on ex- 
pert devil. He will, I think, do honor to the name of Infi- 
dehs, and may greatly contribute to the flourishing estate 
of the kingdom of pride. I should be glad if Avaro might 
now a little enlarge upon the hints he has already given, 
ihat we may further see the prosperity of our generij in- 

DiscOROANS. That will bo very jrrateful lo me, cousin 
Avaro, as your sordid and griping influences have the most 
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happy effect upon tlie reign of contenljon. How liave I 
been delighted, when one of your slaves has dropped into 
the grave, leaving behind him vast possessions, by the dis- 
cord I have sown amongst his children and kinsfidSs ! Your 
slavos dare not thinh of dying- and entering into another 
world ; therefore it sometimes happens, that after the muck- 
worm has been, by every means, and every kind of rapine, 
ecrapinn wealth together for many years, he drops inlo eter- 
nity, witliout leaving behind him any authentic direction 
how his plunder is to he disposed of This gives me a iair 
opportunity of setting his relations together by the oars, 
about who shall get mo^ of the miser's effects to himself; 
and I have tlie happiness, frequently, of planting irrecon- 
cilable enmity in the heart of one iDrother and sister against 
another, which, you know, is a comfortable eight to our in- 
fernal nobility. 

Sometimes, the griping miser, that enemy to himself and 
all mankind, is over-persuaded to make his will, though se- 
cretly hoping he shall not die for a great while yet to come ; 
and then the case is very little altered : for when the wretch 
goes to the place appointed for the covetous, his will is un- 
satisfitctorv to some of the relations; one has (oo much, and 
the otlier has too little left him. Here, disagreeable alter- 
cation succeeds the funeral obsequies, and division and ever- 
lasting disgust sums up the whole. Unless, indeed, that re- 
lation who has too little bequeathed to him, should call in 
tlie gentlemen cf the law to decide the matter in some court 
of judicature ; and who, having fleeced both the fools, as 
handsomely as the nature of the thing would admit oC refer 
them at last to an arbitration. 

I assure you, cousin, I scarcely ever see one of your in- 
dustrious skves, but I flatter a hope of having some em- 
ployment in his famHy on his demise ; nor do I know any 
other real use that tiie miser's ill-gotten money is of to so- 
ciety, besides sowing disconl amongst friends and relations 
Tlie wretch meanly robs his own back and belly, as well aa 
all he deals with, to answer purposes no more valuable by 
his having. But I prevent you, cousin. 

AvARa I <^innot easily depart from the tent of the scarlet 

lady, whose name is mystic Babylon, without making ftr- 

ther honorable mention of her prudent children. The wise 

disposal of purgatorial fire has been already exemplified, and 

V3 
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iJie dispensation aiid panlon market has been g-laiiced at; 
Ijut one way of getting money besides tlicse I shall now in- 
stance. I have laid my claim to tlie popish clergy in gene- 
ral ; but of them oil, tliere are none who exceed the worthy 
lords, the inquisitors, in veneration of my golden image. 
This religion of Ihe golden image was first invented by the 
clergy of Babylon, and I assure you, to thia day, tlie clergy 
of Babylon invariably follow it. But the inquisitors, of all 
others, are the most zealous devotees of tiie golden god, 
tirst set up by tfio parsons of Babylon. 

Never did any eugle look out for a dove, nor an hawk for 
a sparrow, with greater vigilance (ban their lordships are 
wont lo look out for a prey. If, within their jurisdiction, 
there happens to be a stranger, whose circumstanees are 
prosperous, and who is likely to be a good bone for tlieli 
reverences to pick; it shall go hard but they will provoke 
bim, by some of their emissaries, to say sometliing against 
the inquisitive tribunal, which, in some countries, is deemed 
the unpardonable sin. No sooner has the insinuating priest, 
by indirect means, obtained matter of accusation, hut he 
rnakes informatiou in the holy office, before the fothers, who, 
on bearing tlie blessed report, are as much delighted as tlie 
wolf, when he has fenged a prey. Tlie merchant is appre- 
hended, his estate confiscated; he is immured in the prison 
cells until consumed, either by famine or vermin, otherwise 
he is tortured privately to death, by the hands of their sane- 
tiHed ruffians. 

One instance, of the many which I might produce, shall 
serve to exemplify tlie equity of the inquisitors. When 
Kyracuse was m its glory, lliere was one Bellorhis, a for- 
eign merchant, who, in the course of business, had amassed 
crreat riches; and who, at the same time, was so circumspect 
in all his ways, that even tlie eye of an emissary of tJie of- 
fice could find nothing, of which to accuse him to tlie tribu- 
nal. Tlins he lived in reputation and affluence for many 
years, to tlie great impatience of the holy inquisitors, who 
could find no plausible pretence, by which they might fang 
his siibstaDce with their rapacious talons. 

BelJarius had an only child, a lady about seventosn. Her 
person was the perfection of symmetry, and hermmd a copy 
of the purest virtue. By her they found means to accom- 
pliali their purposes, and bring complicated ruin on the on. 
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■tappy parent Tlie femily, retired to peaceful repose, were 
one tiijrht alarmed about one o'clock, first by the approach 
of a coach, and then by a smart rapping at the gate. Bel- 
larius from within asking ' Who is tlierel' waa answered, 
The holy inquisition.' Down stairs he ran, flew to the 
gates, in obedience to the dread tribunal, and opened to re- 
ceive those ministers of darkness. Understanding tiiey were 
come for his daughter, in farther obedience to those leaders 
of the church, lie went himself up to her chamber, brought 
hei down trembling as she was, and delivered her intotiie 
hands of the horrid ravishers, who carried her off to the 
seraglio, intheoiRcsof the inquisition; where for the present 
we leave her, through fear of death, seduced from her virtue, 
by those pretended patrons of religion, and return to the un- 
happy disconsolate iiithor. 

Impiator. Well, brother, I find then the priests of Rome 
are not so much addicted to eunuchry as they pretend. It 
is lawful, it seems, to ravish virgins, however unlawful il 
may be to have a married wife. I have often heard of the 
seraglio of princes, but not so often of the seraglio of priests, 
and those priests too, who, of all others, are the most zeal- 
ous wanderers after the seven-headed beast. 

AvAao. Distre«sed and comfortless, Bellarius remained 
at home ; forsook all company, and conversed only with the 
various cogitations of his own foreboding mind. At one time, 
he conjectured that his hapless daughter, in some inadver- 
tent moment, might have blasphem^ either the wooden vir- 
gin Mary, or the great hig^-pric^ of Rome, or the holy in- 
Suisitors ; in which case, he gave her up for lost, and doomed 
er to fall a sacrifice. Yet he could scarcely forgive the 
rigor of that religion, which had in such a merciless manner 
•avished her from his fond embrace. 

It was not long after Ihis, an Armenian merchant, said to 
be newly arrived in Syracuse, called on him, under pretence 
of buying a large aaaortment of goods. Generous and un- 
suspecting, Bellarius bid him welcome to his hujse, during 
his stay ; which he, after some seemingly modest apologies, 
thankfully accepted. The pretended Armenian, perceivuig 
Beitanus to eat but little supper, and now and then inad 
vertently to let slip a sigh, took occasion to rally him, in a 
friendly manner, as if troubled with the hyp', advising him to 
cheer up and hope for betler times. 
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Bellnrius, having but little relish for a jesi, serioosly u 
plied, 'No, sir, the liyp' is not my present disease, neilhei 
have ray aifiiirs in trade taken an adverse turn; and yet 
there is one thing which gives me great distress.' The 
friendly Armenian was now more iniiwrtuiiate to know hi? 
{grievance, that he might at least sympathize with him in 
iiis affliction. Little euspectin"' that he was conflicting with 
priestly subtility, he thought he might safely lodge liis cir- 
cumstances in the generous bosom of a merchant, He re- 
plied, Sir, 1 suppose you are a stranger in Syracuse; as such, 
let me advise you, as you value your life and liberty, to he 
careful of your words, and every part of your deportment, 
during your abode ; for this is is a place of danger. I have, 
sir, one only daughter, the perfect image of her lovely mo- 
ther, whom I had the misery to hury but a few montlis ago. 
I know not by what temptation, but my poor girl has said 
something diiionorable, either of the lady of Loretto, hia 
■loliness the pope, or their lordships the inquisitors, for which 
she is imprisoned in the holy office, and I suppose must an- 
swer it with her life. 

Oh, sir, I hope not, said the Armenian ; the lady's youth 
will intercede for her, and after some gentle admonition, 
your daughter will he returned to the house of her ftther. 

Ah' sir, rejoined disconsolate Bellarius, I cannot but fear 
that her youth and beauty are her greatest enemies and ac- 
cusers. 'These are qualities capable of unpressing the heart 
even of an inquisitor. If this is the case, my poor daughter 
is already either dead or debauched. Or should it liappen, 
that any thing has been alleged against her religious con- 
duct, there are instruments enough in the inquisilJon, and 
their lordships want not skill to use them ; instruments suf- 
ficient to make an helpless virgin confess that, which even 
never entered her thoughts: so that, at all events, herdeatb 
or dishonor is insured. No, sir, it is not possible for me tc 
hope for better, seeing the least hint thrown out against the 
inquisition, is condemned as unpardonable blasphemy. 

It was not long after this discourse, before the Armenian 
fei(;ned a necessity of going out; went straight to the inqui- 
sition, and made information, being a Jesuit disguised as a 
merchant ; and that very night a coach was sent to conduct 
Bellarius to tlie cells of their dreadful prison. Next day 
hie effects were seized by order of tlis holy Others, who 
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now rejoiced that at last they had grasped the long wished 
for prey. Corifincd in an abominable cell, he was greatly 
annoyed by vermin ; and, being dive^rs times examined by 
torture, he died with grief for his daughter, who, as she 
could never freely yield to the lothesome embrace of those 
murderers, in a few months tired their patience. Then one 
of their sanctified rufflans first murdered her, and then b^imed 
her to ashes in the dry pan. It is amazing, gentlemen, to 
what lengths the lust of money and women will carry men. 

Fastosus. Indeed, cousb, I think your frien^ the mquis- 
itors, bid fidr for equalling the most subtil of our fhitern'ty. 
Oh what means of procuring wealth have you taught their 
reverences of the Romish hierarchy ! Selling of dispensa- 
tions and pardons, begguig of money for masses, &c &c. 
are profitable articles, and turn to a good account But, iif 
I remember right, you told me a few days since, your vas- 
sals are divided into several companies, or communities, and 
that people of all kingdoms, ranks, and professions, are, at 
this day, worshippers of the god Avaro. I should be glad 
to hear something farther about them. 

AvARO. I did so, sir, and shall be ready farther to oblige 
you, if to give you a brief view of our corjioration, which, 
like all other towns corporate, consists of divers companies, 
will do it. The first of which is that of 

The lawyers. A very wise set of gentlemen ; who ex- 
ceed the children of light, in the art of money-gettmg, ea 
far as any of the inhabitants of our territories ; of course 
thoy are held in great estunation, as gentlemen of the first 
intelligence. In our city of Avarice, Uiere is no knowledge 
deemed of any ovail, no conduct accounted virtuous, fe- 
sides that of money^etting. He is always the wisest, best, 
and most virtuous man, who best succeeds in the lucrative 
art, whether in law, or in trade, or oiherwiae. There was 
a time, you know, when the law vras as straight, as clear as 
u beam of light, and needed no expoundmg, so that every 
man was his own counsellor. But ever since the kings of 
England were kept prisoners under a guard, lest truth should 
become familiar to the royal ear, the case has been quite 
altered ; now it is ai full of pleas and demurrers, doubts and 
e."iceptions, &c. that it is a perfect labyrinth ; dangerous for 
an lonest man fn enter. For, in the lawyers' company, it 
is 3 standing rule, that, whctier the plaintiff or defendan 
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lose the cause, the lawyers, on both sides, are sure to be con. 
siderable gainers. Indeed, it is very seidoni, but they nian- 
at^ the matter so, that ail parties, except themselves, aro 
iSers; and if he who gains the trial, finds himself in the 
end to be a loser, how do you think it must fere with tho 
wretch, against whom the verdict is given! If an honest 
man has a, mind to purchase an estate ever so fairly, and pay 
for it ever so honestly, he will find it a difiicult matter, so 
to secure his title, but if any succeeding heir be bred to tho 
law, or heiress be married to a lawyer, he may run a risk of 
beings jostled out of his prope ' ' ' ' "" ■"'" " 

kw, without any allowance ra 
improvements. 

Indeed, sir, it may be said of my fiiitJiful disciples, the 
lawyers, attorneys, baihtrs,&c. that they pay as little regard 
to truth as the greatest of ourselves. Right and uTong, 
equity and oppression, are no objects of their regard, provid- 
ing the case will yield good advantage, and bring large 
grjst to their mill; an instance td'thia, if you please, gentle- 
men, I shall give you. 

Contumelius was a Yorkshire gentleman, of distinguished 
birth and ample fiwtune, hut somewhat akin to the mad Mil- 
cedonian. ifis country-seat stood by the side of a lane, 
through which neighboring formers pessed with their teams, 
from time immemorial. But so mudi passing and repassing, 
of the whistling clowns, following their w^tms, at last 
proved very offensive to the worshipful 'squire, so that he 
resolved to remove the intolerable nuisance, by blocking up 
the way. A gate was accordingly put up, and festened with 
a padl-ck, eflectually to stop the clownish passengers from 
DMsing as before, and turn them by a way considerably more 

As soon as the 'squire's proceeding reached the ear of 
Mr. Loveright, a neighboring ferrjer, he ordered his wagc« 
to drive directly to the ^ftte, and finding it locked, took an 
ax. which he brought with him for that purpose, and, to the 
great mortification of 'Squire Contumelius, hewed it to 
pieces. His worship, in a rage, prated to Mr. Deceitfu., a 
very eminent lawyer in a neighboring town, for his advice. 
TiiB wortliy lawyer, finding this a proper occasion of serv- 
ing his own interest, advised the 'squire to send for a wnt 
and commence an action against the former for his intolera- 
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ble baolence. In a few days, the writ was served on Love- 
right, who immediately \vaited on lawyer Deceitful, in order, 
if possible, to compromise the matter. 

He no sooner entered (he office, than Mr. Deceitful took 
him aside, and thus addressed him: I ain heartily sorry, 
my ^ocd Mr. Loveright, that I have been ia a manner 
obliged, by his worship ContumeliuF, to send for a writ 
against you. But I assure you, sir, in my opinion your side 
of the question is by much the safest; and might I advise, 
it would be to stand a trial, and by no nifans submit to a 
compromise. Knowing the fiu'mer to be a man of substance 
and resolution, he continued. There is no bearing with sucli 
insolent treatment For my own part, Mr. Loveright, I 
would much rather you had been my client, on the present 
occasion, than the giddy 'squire; but he first applied to me, 
and insi^ed on my doing what I have done. If you please, 
you may apply to my brother Falsehood, who is skilful as 
any man, and as honest as any lawyer I know. In the 
meanwhile, sir, you may depend cm me as your real friend, 
ready to serve you, m every thing consistent with my repa- 

As soon as Loverieht ivas departed, Mr. Deceitfiil took 
horse, and rode directly to the 'squire's house; (old him the 
SJirmer had been with him, heartily repented of his folly 
•ysi was very desirous of coming to terms of agreemcr.l 
But were the case mine, said he, 1 would listen to no terma 
if accommodation, but punish his insolence to the 



escape witli impunity, he will be the pest of the neighbor- 
hood. Thus the worthy lawyer irritated both parties, until 
he had made sure of an assize hearing, that, in Uie debate, 
he might likewise insure to himself a sum very consider- 
able. For he knew very well, that if ever a difference falls 
into the insatiable maw of the court, it will never be dis- 
gorged, until all costs of suit are amply paid off; for it is 
impossible for my mercenary scribblers to give any credit 
Let them act justly or unjustly they make sure of Uieir 
tees; and, as the one party mull necessarily lose, both 
counsellor and attorney take care to fether the miscarriage 
ol' the cause, on something which the client has done, 
which he ougnt not; or omitted, which ho ought to have 



done : and, notwithstanding all their fraud and deceit, both 
of tliem come off good honest lawyers. 

The second company, and next in reputation to that of 
the lawyers, ia tiie parson's company, which is also very 
flourishing and reverend. That you may not mistake my 
meaning, by parsons, I intend all, in general, of every de- 
nomination, who are ministers merely for the sake of a liv- 
ing ; more especially, 

1. All who profess to my lord bishop, that they are 
moved by the Holy Ghost, to take upon them the office of a 
deacon, wben, in reality, it is the hope of a benefice, by 
which they are stimulated; and who, afterwards, in the 
course of their pulpiteering, tell the people that it is enthu- 
siasm in any person, to espect to receive the Holy Ghost in 
these days. 

2. AU who, Bustajning the sacerdotal character, lead 
men into sin, or harden those who are insensible, either by 
conniving at the sins of their people, or by being guilty of 
the like themselves. These gentlemen are pretty nume- 

3. All who act rigorously to-vards their parishioners, in 
regard to temporal things, who evidently show more con- 
cern about tithes and offerings tlian about the everlasting 
welfare of their people. 

4 All in holy orders, who, through covetousness, .idle- 
ness, or any other rnijuetifiable cause, withhold from their 
people the stated ministration of the word and ordinances. 
Set a mark upon them, for they are all ray disciples. 

5. Wherever you meet with a gentleman in holy orders, 
who is so far above the bulk of Ilia auditory, that he will 
not condescend to converse even with the meanest about 
the state of his soul, the work of the Spirit, and way of 
salvation, such are idle shepherds, unnatural pastors, and 
altogether devoted to the god Avaro. 

Ihpiator. So then, cousin, I find you have parsons of 
more denominations than one; they are not all engrossed 
\ty tiie_ established churches in England and on the conti- 
nent, It seema Yet I meet with many who, with great 
warmth, will vindicate their own denomination by whole- 
gale, and deem it little less than blasphemy, to suppose that 
Ihej embrace any thing erroneous. Yet none more readv 
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to censure and condemn those who are of a different per- 
suasion in relig-ious things. 

AvAEo. The Irutli is, my parsons are scattereii ahroad, 
among all sects of professors; for the time is not yet come, 
timt any one sect can justly assert, that none of Iheic minis- 
lera have any other object in view but the glory of God. 
and the good of mankind. Nor will the time commence, 
before that important question, 'who shall be the greatest t' 
is finally decided ; which it ia thought will be a great while 
first, seeing it hath already pnz2ad the schoolmen and 
leaders of the church for sixteen centuries back. 

But, to return to the parsons' company; wherever you 
meet with a clergyman, who answers the description I have 
given, you need not ask him whether he is a churchman or 
a dissenter. All you have to do, is to put Beehebub's mark 
upon his tbrehcad, and take assurance of him, that, at a cer- 
tain time, he shall not fat! to visit the nether regions, and 
take his abude in the infernal palace. 

In this very populous company, there is great diversity 
of ranks, even where there is an equality of renins j for 
Borne, having scarcely finisliod their apprenticeship, are in- 
ducted into livings, and mslantly commence rectors and 
tithe-gatherers. Others, for want of friends, are obliged, 
much against their inclination, to continue underlings all 
the length of a tedious life. I have seen a handsome par- 
son, ere now, riding upon four or five steeples at once, and 
havuig more m expectation ; whilst his fellow-student could 
scarcely procure brown bread and Welsh butter. And 
amongst all the pluralisls in my acquaintance, I know not 
of one that has got livings enough ; but, Give, give, is still 
their fervent prayer to my lord bishop, or some other patron, 
who has a benefice to bestow. Many, indeed, think they 
should be quite contented, if they had but one more bene- 
fice added to what they now enjoy ; but I can tell you, could 
tiiey come by anolher, there would still be another want- 
in". It is much, now so many clergymen find themselves 
uneasy m the trammels, if they do not at last take it into 
tlieir heads to persuade the legislature, that a clergyman 
cannot preach in three or four churches at one and the 
same time; and that it is not perfectly consistent, either 
With Christianity or reason, that one clergyman should have 
W 
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three or fliur livings, whilst anotlier has none. Should ir 
come to this, my company must Ire terrible suffeiere. 

Impiator. One would really Ihink, if the cure of souls 
.a as weighty a concern aa some people make it, the porwiiip 
would not be so fond of pluralities; of adding living to liv- 
ing, and parish to parish. 

AvARO. The cure of souls, forsooth ! My parsons care 
not who take the souls. The fleece, cousin, the fleece, at- 
tracts their attention. Give an avaricious petEOD the fleece, 
and you may make fairies of the souls of the parishioners^ 
if ^ou will. Many of them do very little of the priest's 
office, besides collecting the tithes and offerings; at which 
they are wonderfully dexterous. But as to preaching Ihey 
have no notion of it, and less still of visiting the sick, were 
they even in the jaws of death. I assare you, gentlemen, 
those idle shepherds are of the greatest ttse to our govern- 
menL The interest of hell could not prosper as it does, 
were we not well befriended hy rnajiy gentlemen in holy 
orders. 

Fastosus. Indeed, cousin, I have often thought that 
without their assistance, we should be ill put lo it to main- 
tain our ground, agninst the votaries of Immaiiuel. What 
posting to and from hell is there amongst our sable breth- 
ren, when but one iaithful and zealous gospel minister 
•rises in a nation ! Vou may remember when I.ulher k ti 
Calvin broke the chain of the pope and devil, lifted up the 
voice of the gospe! trumpet, which resounded through the 
bowels of hell, and made the pillars of our infernal kingdom 
totter, what hurly-burly we all were in ! What deep con- 
sultations in the divan 1 What diligence m action with our 
forces upon earth ! 

AvAHO. True, sir, but times are much altered for Ihe 



better. Many a well-paid parson, now-a-days, is so obliging 
as to sing a lullaby to his people, when ' " ' - 
ring in the sleep of security, and will si 



tempt their awakening. He kindly tells them, " that tliejr 
may sleep on now, and take their rest, for the wolf is gone 
»ut of the country, and will not for a great while return. 
Let no man disturb you with idle notions, for you may all 
go asleep lo henven, witJiont ever knowing what conversion 
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flemen have gotten over reason and religion, ] have often 
thought, that if ever they were to read their Bibles with 
attention, they could not be off from seeing tliat they tlien> 
aelvea are the identical persons intended by the idle shep- 
herds, and unfaithful watchmen, against whom so many 
curses are denounced in scripture. The idle shejiherds, 
you know, are such who feed and adorn themselves with tlie 
spoils of the flock, which is sufTered to perish unwarned, and 
to die for lack of knowledge. The idle shepherd is tliat 
lordly priest, that downy doctor, who keeps at an awful dis- 
tance from men of ordinary rank, and is too much of the 
gentleman to give hiraseli any concern about the souls of 
his parishioners. 

Many of those idle shepherds I know, who possess some 
hundreds, ay, some of them thousands per annum, who 
will not so much as ask one of their cure, whether he in- 
tends to go to heaven or hell at death, or whether he serves 
God or the devil ; yet if a parishioner die, they will keep 
S8 penetrating a look-out for their fees, as an eagle for hia 
prey, and seize it with equal eagerness. Moreover, for the 
sake of this same fee, they will own the deceased for a bro- 
ther, which privilege was always denied him whilst alive, 
unless he should indeed have happened to be one of the fat 
of the flock, who was capable of yielding a double fleece, 

AvARO. It is llie fleece, sir, which my disciples regard, 
and not the flock. How Irave I been diverted sometimes, 
both at cliurch and meeting-house, to hear the parson, with 
an air the most supercilious and contemptful, railmg 
against the most useful of God's ministers, aa enthusiasts, 
tanalicB, and methodists ! Ah ! said I to myself, what poor 
honest devils were those of old, who confessed Christ and 
his disciples, and thus declared to the sons of Scevo, " Jesus 
we know, and Paul we know, but who arc you V 

Sometimes I hear them crying^ with vehemence, against 
the divinity of Immanuel ; one makmg him some kind of a 
super-anjjelical bemg, and wwther asserting that he is only 
a man, like themselves. Then say I, What a pusillanimous 
spirit was that same devil Legion, who, without receiving 
either tithe or offering, confessed Jesus of Nazareth to be 
the only Son of God, to whom the scriptures ascribe every 
divine honor ! But these parsons are well paid for confess- 
ing him, and yet deny him with the utmost uwoV'mcr 
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There is oever a day but I hear some oF this conipanj' 
r}iarging the lie upon one text or other of the Bible. One 
tells his peoplelhat there is no such thing, as one being 
chosen to silmtion more tlian another; but that the love of 
God is equal unto, and upon all men, whether Jew or Gen- 
tile, Turk or Pagan, Papist or Protestant ; nay, then, say 1, 
master parson, you are become a dissenter from your own 
seventeenth article. And, to speak within compass, there 
are at leas; a thousand pulpits in the church occupied by 
such dissenters. 

Then I hear others, railing against those who preach sal. 
vation by grace ; and, at the same time, assuring their peo- 
ple, that they must bo saved by their own holiness and good 
works. Very well, say I, then I have my desire, for upon 
these terms thev will never be saved at all. But slill I am 
at a loss, how they dare so bare&cedly give the lie to Paul 
the apostle, who taught the church, that, " By grace they 
were saved through feith, and that not of themselves, but 
the gift of God." I hear many clergymen of the established 
chureh, in enteringupon the service, thus address the Majesty 
of Heaven, " Lord, cleanse thou the thoughts of our hearts, 
by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit ;" and in less than an 
hour after, telling their parishioners, that it is mere enthu- 
siasm in any man to expect, in these days, to be at all in- 
fluenced by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 

So glaring the contradictions, which somet ea th y 9 
guilty o(i that I tremble with fear, lest the peopl h Id be 
convinced of the truth ; but these are ikvorabl es, n 
tlemen, very favorable ; for the greater part 1 th pe pi 
have something else to think oS when they g h h, 

besides either preachmg or prayer. 

When I hear the parson, whether churchman d t 
telling his people how holy and pure the heart t is by 

nature; how aptly formed for sentiments of the lou-t exalt- 
ed piety, and for entertaining the love of God ; I am wonder- 
ftilly at a loss to know, how he came by more extensive 
knowledge of mankind than Jesua Christ, who expresely 
taught, that whatsoever defileth the man proceeds out of the 
heart Your influences, Fastosus, are of excellent use, in 
keeping them where they are ; you take care to persuade 
each of them separately, that of all olliers his own know- 
ledge is the most refined; and honce it is, that Giwdwin, 
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OwoH, Charnock, and all such authors, are com dered sa 
weak though well-meaning divines. 

It is very diverting to hear my parsons boasting of their 
BUi>erior knowledge, even when by their ministrations it 'a 
plain, that they are acquainted with almoBt any writings, 
belter than Oioae of bspirJtion ; when their auditonei 
dwindle away to nothing, and the few people who abide 
by them are deatltule of all religion. Did they but know 
half US much as the most illiterate devil of our fraternity, 
they would at least believe, that there may be a possibility 
of their mistaiing the way, and that, after all thair preten- 
eions to a superior knowledge, they may run some risk of 
a final miscarriage. But, as our good friends, the Roman 
doctors, are wont to say, " Ignorance is the mother of de- 
votion ;" so say I of my parsons, " Ignorance is the spring 
of all their knowledge ;" and whilst my lather Infidelis can 
keep tliem ignorant, my uncle Faslosus can easily puff Ihem 
up with a sense of the cleamess of their heads, and goodnea 
or their hearts ; so that I can do very well with them, and 
retain them amongst our worshippers. 

The next company in our corporation is that of the 
straining landlords, a verv aoble and reputable company in- 
deed ; notwithstanding, tliey are far from being opulent. In 



this company was less flourishing ; but since these happy 
days commenced, in which people of quality are trained up 
in absolute idleness and dissipation : in which virtue is of 
no account, and luxury, pride, and dissoluteness are arrived 
at their zenith, the people of quality are amazingly poor, 
and are attended with an undescrihable train of necessities. 
What is very remarkable, their pride has grown in a per- 
iect proportbn to their poverty, so that now it is an estab- 
lished law amongst them, to look upon themselves as of a 
different blood from the rest of mankind. Indeed you can- 
not aflront a person of quality worse, that by likening him 
to one of those, who are called vulgar creatures ; notwith- 
standing, by the way, it is those same vulgar creatures 
which enable persons of rank and fashion to support the 
dignity of their station ; and were there no vulgar crea- 
tures, there would also be no ladies of quality. 
This distinctbn, which the quality pay to t' 
W2 
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of tho utmost use in my administration, as will jtppenr frw.. 
the liiliowiiig story. 

I went, one day, to the house of Sir Pop Mortalis, a very 
famous genOeman in Die countrr, witti a design to pay my 
devoirs to madam Morlalis, his lady ; a gentlewoman, who 
abhors to have the least comparison made hetwist her and 
any person of inferior rank. The chambermaid informed 
her mistress, that good Mr. Prudence waited below, de- 
siring to speak with her ladyship, if convenient. The lady 
soon descended, and, compliments passed on either siile,she 
conducted me into her parlor, where she and I had the fol- 
lowing dialogue. 

Lady. Good IMr. Prudence, vou have been a very great 
stranger. It is many months since I saw you at our house 
but I am glad to see you now, and I wish in my heart Sii 
Fop Mortalis had been at home. 

Prudence. Urgent business, madam, demands my attend 
BDce so much elsewhere, that I cannot so frequently as I 
could wish, pay my respects to Sir Fop and my lady Mor 
tal^s. But now, madam, I am come, if possible, to rectify s 
growing mistake amonffst mankind; and must tell yout 
ladyship, that I am heartily sorry to see the world arrived 
at such a pitch of ambition as it is now. Indeed, my lady, 
it is become a very difficult matter, in a concourse of people, 
to distingui&h between the farmers' and tradesmen's wives. 



and ladies of birth and fortune ; 



e easily dis- 



tinguish between their several children. Why, i 
the la.Tners' and tradesmen's children ere all masters and 
misses, young gentlemen and tadies, now-a-days. I know 
not, for my part, whatthe world will come to, if some mea- 
sures are not speedily taken to prevent the confoundmg of 
baseness witli dignity. 

When I was last at cburch, I was surprised to see, as I 
thought, Miss Mortalis, your daughter, there ; well know- 
ing that neither Sir fop himself, nor any of his femily, go 
often to any place of public worship. Because you know, 
my lady, few of you great folks love the tedious duties of 
rel^g^on. 

L.*Dv. Not we, indeed. Give us the cards, or musical 
entertammenls, for our money. Wo hate their whining, 
deleft 1 cant Let them choose religion wh^ Mve teste Sot 
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nothing more polite. We will have none of it, I assure yoo, 
Mr, Prudence. 

Prudence. I know it, my ladj, I know it, and am migbti!) 
pleased with your determination. But, as I wat eiling your 
ladyship, being at chutcli, as soon as service was over, I said 
to a man, who sat in Jie pew with me, ' I am surprised to 
see Miss Mortalis at church today. Do you think, sir, that 
anybody has h-^-?!! daring enough to tell her that she really 
■s a mortal^' To which the plain countryman, in his owu 
clownish way, replied, ' Miss Mortalis at church! quoth-a: 
no, no, sir, you are quite mistaken ; for Sir Fop's fcmily are 
people of quality, and therefore meddle none with religion. 
What should they do at church, seeine tliey fear no hell, 
regard not God, and believe not tn the devil. As for heaven, 
Sir Pop is wiUing to leave that to the poor, and desires no 
greater happiness for himself and his, than is implied in an 

Ladv. That is, indeed, what Sir Fop has long been so- 
liciting, and it is believed is now very near obtaining. 

Peudbncb. But I said to the fellow, Pray who is that 
young lady, whom I took for Miss Mortalis 1 Poh, lady ! 
quoth-a, why, tis John Tillground's daughter, o'the Five 
Elms. Tillground's daughter I said I; you surprise me. She 
is as finely drest as I liave seen Mies Mortalis, when going 
to a ball. And pray, continued I, who is yonder lady, witfi 
the French head-dress and furred cardinall I thought you 
had no people of quality in this parish besides Sir Fop'a 
family. No, sir, returned he, we have ntme, who are such 
kv birth ; but we have many who are quality by their dress. 
'fhe ladv, sir, that you inquire after, is Mrs. Watson, tlie 
landlady at the Three Tuns. 

Well, madam, I followed them out of church, and was 
amazed to see the plailings of hair, the tires of ruffles, aai 
tiie labyrinthian furbeloes, with which the women were de- 
corated. Indeed, my lady, if the world holds on but a few 
years, in its present career, we shall not be able to distin- 
guish betwixt tliB highest and the lowest ranks of people. 

Ladv, To be sure, sir, the world is now at a sad piti'Ji of 
pride and ambition ; for people of fashion can do nothing as 
to dress, gesture, manner of speech, or Uving, but we are 
mimicked by those vulgar creatures. 

Pkudencb. It must undoubtedly be considered aa an Itt 
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thiis taken ofl" by the vulgar. But, madam, I iiave » ^..^^.. 
to propose, which, if adoi^d, will effectually correct thei. 
insoience, and sood obli^ John Tillgromjd and Timothv 
Turfs daughters to lay aside their furbeloee. ruffles, and 
tea-table, and betake themaelvee 1« their qiinning-wbeela 

Lahv. What is it] I pray jou, good Mr. Prudence, be 
BO obliging ; I beg you would, sir. 

PaoDBNCE. Indeed, madam, your fermers are all become 
gentlemen of late. Tliey talk of fortunes for their cliildren, 
and consider themselves as very little inferior to the 'Squire 
himselE But let me tell you, madam, the feuU is not so 
much in the fermers as in the landlords themselves, who let 
their ferms upon terms by far too low and eaOT. There is 
this same John Tillground, and his neighbor Tunothy Turf, 
as I am informed, have botb of them money lying at mler- 
eat, when my worthy and right honorable lord Ndile, a gen- 
tlemftn of the lirst quality, is obliged to pwn his jjate for 
cadi, to pay off the four Ihousanil pounds lie lost the other 
night at cards ; and whilst his genlie neighbor, 'Squire Fitz- 
folly, is obliged to fell his timbef. to stop the horrid gap 
which his malevolent stars opened at Newmarket races, 
where the gamblers of rajik and quality occasionally try 
their fortune. . 

It is insufferable, madam, that the &rmers' circumstances 
should be easy, whilst people of tasliion know not how to 
keep off the duns from their doors. What right has any- 
body to any thing besides slavery, except people of ijualityl 
Were not those vulgar creatures originally designed as your 
slaves, madam ] And yet, for any thing I see, they will soon 
be on a level with you, unless some method, lucky enougli 
to prevent it, is speedily devised. 

Lady. Ah, sir, I fear it indeed. If you do know of any 
euHable means to prevent it, I beg, good Mr. Prudence, you 
will inform me. 

Pbudenob. There is only one way that I tnow of; madam, 
and that is to raise their rents to the uttermost. As every lease 
expi res, it will be an easy matter for Sir Fop, in the renewal 
of it, to advance the rent as high as he pleases. The slaves 
dare not go away ; and if Ihey should, there will be others 
foolish enough to agree to any terms, rather than miss a 
ftim. This done, and all your tenants settled upoi the 
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racked farms, if any of them happens to tear a handsome 
coit, let Sir Fop himself, or yoiin'j master, fall iii lo^e with 
it, demand it of its owner for bo much, never exceeding half 
its value; he may privately grumble, but dare not refuse, 
fdy fear of offending his honor. By these means, and others, 
which occasion will suggest, you may make them all hum- 
hie enough. 

LiDY. Most excellently spoken, good Mr. Prudence. Then 
Tillground's wife will be obliged lo sell her oiinawaie, to 
procure rags for her brats ; the daughter must take to her 
wheel and wash-tub, and ray son, master Thomas, will ride 
a better horse than he now does. This scheme will cer- 
tainly conquer the ambition of the farmers; but will it do 
for the tradesmen, good Mr. Prudence ] they will still con- 
tinue an eyesore. 

pRunENcE. Indeed, madam, the same scheme ivill pro- 
duce very humbling effects upon tradesmen of every kind; 
though I dare not assert, that you will ever be able perfectly 
to subject to your ambition and avarice, that honorable body 
of merchants, whom you affectedly call cits. No, madam, 
I am afraid that nobility itself must give place to the public 
spirit of the merchant ; yet even them you may greatly in- 
jure, and prevent their being of such essential service to 
their country, as otherwise they might be. But as to inland 
trade, by racking your tenants in the manner prescribed, 
you may absolutely destroy it That you may see the utdity 
of my scheme, I shall a little explain it to your ladyship. 

If the formers are racked to the utmost, they will be 
obliged to sell the produce of their lands at an exorbitant 
price, otherwise it will be altogether out of their power to 
pav the stipulated rent. And besides selling their crops, 
&C. for an advanced price, they will be obliged to abridge 
the wages of all their laborers, smiths, carpenters, &c. 

By these means llie iarmer will find it difficult to live, 
and of course will rarely visit the mercer's and draper's 
shops ; and as for his laborers and workmen, they will ffnd 
but little money to lay out in clothes, especially if iheir 
children be numerous, as the demands of the back must al- 
ways give place to the louder calls of the belly. And as 
you know, my lady, sterility very rarely dwells in the labor- 
er's cottage, it is unknown what misery you may happily 
introduce amongst them, by the scheme proposed. The 
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draper's goods will lie upon hia hands, unless indijed he is 
pleased to give credit lo Itie poor; if the former, he will be 
sparing of his orders; and if the latter, we shall soon have 
bim a bankrupt, so that he will be effectuaEy ruined. 

You see, madam, that here we affect the manufecturer, 
equally with the former and shopkeeper : for when the re- 
tail trade is ruined by the dearnees of the provisions, the 
manufacturer will find little call for his goods ; the issue of 
which will be, the disbanding of many of his journeymen, 
and abridging the wages of the rest. The disbanded jour- 
neymen, being incapable of flndmg employment, and not 
having learned the art of living, lilte the cameleon, on the 
air, will be driven to lliieving, by which means America 
will be peopled, and Tyburn Chronicle rendered respect- 
able.- 

As to the manufacturer himself his capital being soon 
converted into manuiactured goods, he will be obliged to 
sell them under their value, timt he may keep up his credit 
with the merchant, and be able to carry on a little trade, 
vainly hoping that times may alter for the better. 

Lady. Indeed, sir, your scheme is very feasible; and yet 
there is one thing that will put the manufacturer absolutely 
out of our power. I mean, sir, the exportation of tiieii 
inanutactures. I do not know how it is, but these cits of 
merchants can send goods anywhere, and they, sir, will sup- 
port the manulacturer. 

Prvdenog. No, madam, I assure you, my scheme, if cor- 
dially adopted, and executed with vigor, will pnt it abeo- 
lately out of the merchant's power. There is nothing can 
recommend the English manufacture at a foreign market, 
but the price being inferior to that of other nations. Now, 
if on Englishman must pay twice as dear fin* his provision 
in bis own country, as a Frenchman does in his, it is easy 
to see that either journeymen's wages must, in England, be 
double to what they are in France, or the journeymen musi 
starve; which few Ehiglishmen are fond of doing. The 
consequence of this is, the French manulacturer can send 
his goods to a foreign market upon better terms than an 
Englishman, and, of course, destroy all the foreign trade of 
the English nation. Thus, madam, I have pointed out a 
method bv which you people of &sbion, in order to support 
four own grandeur, may suck the blood of all inferior lanka 
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of people, and make the Brilisli subjects absolutely slaves, 
even in a country which boasts its freedom. Nay, more, 
this is a method by which you may ruin the most flourish- 
ing' nation in the world. 

LiUiY. Spoke like an angel, good Mr. Prudence. I pro- 
test, upon honor, I will not sleep until I have consulted Sir 
Pop on the matter. 

AvAao. I took my leave of her ladyship, who could not 
rest until she had communicated tJie matter to her acl]uaiu^ 
ance, and they to their acquaintances, and so they again to 
theirs, that it had very soon made tlie tour of Great Brilab 
and Ireland; an ordinance was instituted, in the company 
of avaricious landlords, that in every fiiture lease, the farm- 
ers should be racked to the last extremity. This ordinance 
has been universally complied with, by the whole company ; 
BO that there is reason to hope, in time, all the blessed con- 
sequences proposed, will arise from it, as you see to what 
an cKorhitanl price all manner of provisions is already ar- 
rived. What may not be expected from such hopeful be- 
ginningsT 

Fastoscb. a noble company indeed, and near akin to 
our destroying clan. And yet many of them set up for pa- 
triots, even when they are drawing ruin upon the nation, 
by their pride, luxury, and avarice, 
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Fastosus. No, Avaro; know assuredly that you are not 
more in esteem with the Dutch than myself It were 
strange, indeed, if I had no concern with Wynheer. 

Avaro. Indeed, sir, to see Mynheer equipped in his holi 
day ciolhes, he makes pretty near as awkward an appear- 
once as a Laplander; and one would certainly conclude, 
that he is a perfect stranger to courtly Fastosus. But all 
the world knows, that Avaro is a very respectable person- 
ige in Holland. 

FAsrrosua. I told you before, cousin, that yo'i Jiave bd 
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Ugly way of encroaching upon your neighiwr's riglit. [ ik 
not like it cousin, and will assert my dominion. Do you 
think that Mynlieer is not full es proud of his multiplicity 
of garments, as an English hero is of his scarlet and Uce! 
Or, that he is not the best fellow who can wear the great- 
est numbers of pairs of breeches ? I assert, there may be aa 
much pr.de under a Dutchman's cap, as under a Scotch 
bonnet, or even under a Frenchman's hat ; not withstanding 
there is a very great difference between the first and the 
last The first, you know, is a fixed ponderous substance, 
and the last is mutable, as the weathercock on the top of 
St. Peter's. Yes, Avaro, I may assert farther, that there 
may he as much pride under a red cap, aa under the coro- 
net of a peer, or even under the mitre of an arcbbisliop. 

Inpidblis. That Avaro is in high esteem in the Nether- 
lands, will not be denied ; but to suppose F\is!obu3 excluded 
from any people wliatever, is highly dishonoring : therefore, 
my soJi, you must learn to be more cautious, and, for the 
present, to make atonement for your error, proceed with 
your account of your corporation. 

Avaro, If to retract an error, and endeavor in future to 
oblige, will procure fiirgiveness, it shall be done. In order 
to which you will please to Qbserve that the 

Fourth Company of my corporation, is that of the letter 
retailers, otherwise called mercenary ecribblers, and false 
publishers. The transcribers and abridgers of other men's 
works, and especially tliose whose sole aim is to get money 
by their writings, are free of this company and on the 
Uvery. 

To give you a proper idea of which, I shall read you a 
letter, which I stole the other night, from the chairman of a 
readmg society in the country, designed to be sent to the 
Reviewers, critical and monthly. 
Gestlemen, 

We are what country people call a reading society, into 
which we had formed ourselves some years befiire the firs* 
Review made its public appearance. We had not long 
taken in books, before we found several articles of our pur- 
chase to be stolen from other authors; and but very few of 
our titular autliors, had either honor or honesty enough, to 
inform the public from what sources they compiled their 
volumes. We would advise all writers to.live upon their 
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own proper genius, deeming it pity tliat pilferers should be 
Buffered in the republic of lettera At Uie last meeting of 
our club, this question waa put and canvassed, " What can 
induce one writer to steal fiiim another V 

Tb this important question, one replied one thing, and 
another said what he could to confute it, as every member 
was willing to display hia abilities, at laat, Dick Keene, s 
testy kind of youtii, but of good sense, gave us the follow- 
ing satiafectory answer 

"Very probably, said master Dick some authors may 
steal from others, for the Bame reason, which that cele- 
brated fool of old had, who burnt himself and tlie temple 
together, in order to perpetuate his name. There are 
authors endued with the same laudable ambition, who, not 
bemg happy enough to be born free in the literary republic, 
are obliged to stoop to dishonest measures, in order to grati- 
fy their ambition. Their geniuses (if it be lawful to speaJc 
of their geniuses) beine destitute of every prolific principle, 
ajid their fancies fixed as the Pyrenean or the Alps, they 
cannot possibly gain repute but on the credit of their pre- 
decessors. Therefore, what frugal nature, and Gamaliel 
have withheld, must be supplied by industrious freedom; 
and as the end proposed, must, at all events, be obtained, 
honor, truth, and honesty, smoke at once on the altar of am- 
bit on To work goes the writer, plunders every volume in 
his own and his ptron'a library, at last completes his 
scheme, and lo! we have an entire new work, by the 
learned Mr. Dunce. And so it comes to pass, that we, the 
honest purchasers, pay three or fcur times over for the 
same matter; and perhaps, in almost the same manner 
likewise 

" There are others, who, as a just judgment on their for- 
mer indolence and extravagance, are now condemned to 
Ine upon their wit; which being dull and tardy, somewhat 
akin to the brain of an ass, of itself can afEjrd but a very 

Eenurious table, and uncomfortable lodging. Bitten with 
imger, Jie unhappy man is obliged to ste^ where he can, 
and then sell his ill-gotten collection to the bookseller, in 
order to procure a goSi holiday dinner. The bookseller, I 
believe, is pretty well convinced of the truth of my re- 
marks, as he W paid for hia connexion with lilerarj 
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" of these two kiiids of piUerera, in my humble opinion, 
the latter is by far the most excusable. He cannot work, he 
IN ashamed to beg, thertfore must either steal or starve. 
Wliat can he steal with more safety than the works of the 
learned T in my opinion, there is no more danger in robbing 
a gentleman of his literary honor, than fer a statesman to 
rob his mother country ; few such thieves are conducted, by 
the comity officers, to Tyburn. O solemn tree, what frauds 
are committed against thee ! Of how many necks, equi- 
tably thine, art thou cheated annually !" 

It was now Bill Candor, a good-natnred youth, mterrupt- 
ed him, thinking: his reflections somewhut severe. Hold! 
Mr. Keene, I think your reasoning is loo full of acrimony. 
If all transcripts, extracts, end abridgements, were \o be 
suppressed, it would be a very great loss to the puMic. 
Those men, therefore, who take tlie trouble of such a ser- 
vice, deserve open acknowledgment, for raising up valuable 
authors from the vaults of oblivion, instead of bemg lashed 
with the rod of merciless satire." To which Dick replied : 

" That many ancient writings are truly worthy of being 
introduced to public view, I am so fer from denying, that I 
should deem it truly laudable, for any gentleman of capaci- 
ty and leisure, to draw forth the remains of antiquity from 
the cells of olicurity, and sliould be one of the first to vole 
!,lin tlie most public thauka But I would have it iz^ 'i 
such a manner, as to come within the reach of the middle 
classes of people, amongst whom the bulk of all sorts of 
readers are found. Moreover, I would have all writings on 
religious subjects so contrived, as to ccme within the reach 
of the poor, for who else give themselves any trouble about 
religion, or have any pleasure in serious writings? If a 
commentary on the Bible most go beyond the extent of 
their finances, it might as well be locked up in Pool's Sy- 
nopsis, where it was before the commentary was written. 
Opulent tradesmen, you know, arc such slaves to the laws 
of getting, that they have no time to read, and therefore 
may prudently avoid purchasing. And people of fashion are 
generally perfectly satisfied with having such or such books 
in their libraries, without so much as looking ferther into 
them than the titie-pages. Surely, gentlemen, no man js to 
be viudicatetl in making meiciiandise of his neighbor's g» 



Ho.-«b,Coogle 



OF DEVILS. 267 

Hereheconpluded, and we were sooi. convinced, that Uicre 
was much weight in his reasonbg. We must beg leave to 
tell you, gentlemen, that when your worships erected your 
trihunal, and every author wfis summoned to appear before 
you, we flattered a hope, that aii pilferers would hive fled 
out of the republic of letters. Butaias! we have heen hith- 
erto disappointed, and in reality, they seem to he on the in- 
crease, BO that a man can hartlly claim personal right to a 
single idea, how justly soever it may he his property. 

We earnestly beg that you, gentlemen, will be obliging 
enough to publish your aversion to tfcs craft ; to command 
all who are destitute hoth of fortune and genius to reconcile 
tlieraselves to their destiny, and show their submission to 
the higher powers, by learning some handicraft business, by 
which they may gain an honest living. There are a thou- 
sand ways to live in thiF world, if that of an aulJior were to 
cease. For instance, there is carrying a musket, or heating 
a drum by land, and fiirling the sails by sea, either of which 
are honorable employments, when compared with that of 
book-stealing. 

As we know not to whom we can apply, with any degree 
of success, but to yourselves, we must farther beg, that you 
will not only detect the theft when you meet with it, but do 
as the worthy inhabitants of St. Giles's do on similar occa- 
siooe. That is, pursue the delinquent with a. Stop thief! 
Stop tiiief i Indeed, gentlemen, it will not lessen you in the 
public esteem, shodd you commence even literacy thief 
catchers. Should it please you to comply with our request, 
we doubt not but the streets wiiich lead to places of public 
vesort, will in a few years be well lined with many authors, 
having assumed the more honorable em| ' 
Thus the imposts would be taken ol 
real authors would preserve their honor, no one daring to 
invade their rights, for fear of exposing themselves lo public 
infamy. Perhaps that most villftnoos of all practices may 
be put a stop to; we mean the vendmg of cloudy comment- 
aries on the Sible. Few people, we should think, would be 
fond of purchasing such hooks, after Ihey are informed that 
most of the materials are stolen. Effectually to put a stop 
to this miquitous practice, we would recommend the publi 
cation of the above named Synopsis in English, and then 
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676^ reader may take what human sense of the divine 

word te pleasea. We are, geuUemen, your most hamhl» 

A Rejmho Sooipty. 

Fastosus Indeed, cousin, I think the request of that 
society reasonable enough, and ought to be grouted : for, aa 
^e world now goes, it is a difficult matter for a man to 
know to whom he la obliged, for any profitable hint he meela 
witli in the course of his reading. And flimsy as modem 
produoUons m general are, there is now and then a profita- 
ble hmt to be met with. But when any thing of a recom- 
mendatory quality happens to emerge from the teemino- preea. 
the whole race of calch-penny imitators swarm about it 
and gobble it up, then spew it out, as if it were (heir own. 
However, cousin, it must be owned, that there are some of 
your mercenary scribblers, who are much more honorable 
than others ; and let the public know, that what they writs 
13 not the fruit of their own genius, but is borrowed from 
this or that respectable author, under pretence of making it 
more public, on account of its great excellency. They de- 
sire not to rob the author of his honor! All they deem ne- 
cessary, is a loan of his genius to supply the defects of their 
own, and to help them a litUe forward in the world 

Unt of all writers, commend me to polemic divines. O' 
It vrould be a pleasure to the devil himself to see with 
what dexleri^ Uiey put off their own anger, under the 
name ol zeal tor God ; just as the industrious tradesmen of 
«irmmgha.m do their manu&cture for the coin of the nation. 
It IS amaamg to Ibinfc how Protestant mbisters cam luc the 
Almighty into both sides of their quarrel: and how they 
would make the world believe that their cause is the cause 
of heaven, ajid that they have got authority to dispense the 
curses of the Most Higli. Nothing can be more pleasin^r 
than to see men of wisdom and relii;ion, vigorously contend' 
ing tor meir own honor, and at the same time making the 
"' but the Red( 
every divine, i 
guish between 
•III J m viuu auu nis own reputation. 

Next to this, I am delighted to see men of learning md 
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public believe they have nothing in view but the Rede< 
ers glory. And I assure you, it is not every divine, even 
of great parts, who takes time to distinguish between the 
glory ot Ood and his own reputation, 
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religion, bickering with each other about subjects which the 
greatest of all apretiea would not presume to pry into. But 
we have divines so expert, that they understHnd what never 
was revealed ; and so zealous that they will oblige others to 
havelhesamedegreeof intelligence with themselves, under 
pain of their implacable displeasure ; and yet they ere the 
true ministers of the meek and loving Savior. But a very 
few are to be met with, who have humility enough to sub- 
mit to the simplicity of scripture. However, cousin, although 
I love to set forth my own powarful influeiaje, I would not 
willingly prevent your proceeding with your story. Mean- 
while, I want you to be more explicit, with regard to your 
company of letter venders. Do jou mean by them printers 
in general? 

AvARo. No, gentlemen, I do not mean, either all the 
booksellers or printers. PrJntinff has been to mankind one 
of tlie greatest of all temporal Seseings ; and will, I much 
fear, be the total ruin of the kingdom of darkness ; as, wher- 
ever the freedom of the press is suffered, it carries reforma- 
tion along with it. But, amongst those concerned in literary 
affairs, there are many villanous people, who, when their 
trade runs low, tajte up with printing corrupting novels, such 
as the Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasure; blasphemous pla^>). 
such as Sammy Foote's Minor; schismatic harangues, like 
the greater part of political essays ; vain disputes about 
Ihmgs of trivial import, fo^. All such, and many such there 
be, we rank with the &lse publishers, because truth and 
falsehood are, with them, of equal value, and their choice is 
flxed by what will serve a present turn. The patriotic al- 
derman is a leading man in this learned company. He has 
not learned so little by the giil of second-sight, which he 
has had from his cradle, as not to know, that more than truth 
is indispensably necessary, to support some particular per- 
sonal characters. Besides, there are others, who will sell 
both soul and body to the &ther of lies, in defence of some 
pirticular state: and others, to ruin some public character. 
The celebrated Mr. Mauberi, of Brussels, is a great man ia 
tJiis way. 

Free of this company, are another set of men, implacable 

enemiestohonest industry, who live altogether by their wit; 

appear in aU shapes and characters, and stick at nothing to 

get money. Although these people have nothing but gri- 

X2 
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mace to sell, (through a folly, formerly almost peculiar to 
the metropolis, but now diffusing itself everywhere) tliey 
have, for six months in the year, a very plentiful market; 
and many, who would sutler the miserable to perish unre- 
lieved at their gales, will liberally contribute to support the 
luxury and libertinism of the players. In the days of yore, 
the devil Proteus was, but now David Garricfc, Esq, is, tlieir 
foreman ; a fest friend to our government, and a fkithtiil 
disciple of careful Avaro. 

DiBcORUANs, I think you must be mistaken now, cousin; 
for the end of all theatrical entertainments, which I perceive 
you have in view, is the exposing of vice and reformation 
af manners; consequently, their design was originally re- 

AvABO. I allow, that in the darkness of paganism, the 
ancientii had a religious design, in exhibitions of the stage ; 
but what of that? They had likewise a religious design, in 
passing their children uirough the fire to Moloch. I dlow, 
uirther, that in the days of monkish ignorance, these blink- 
ing priests made use of the stage to convey their instruc- 
tions ; but then it ought to be observed that the same fathers 
were equally pious and devout, in persecuting tiie best of 
men. So then, cousin, the one is as much authorized by 
ancient practice as the other. Indeed, when you consider 
that the stage ia peopled by extravagant, spendthrift gentle- 
men, broken tradesmen and lazy mechanics, who always 
were avowed enemies to moral mtegrity, they will appear 
to be a very unpromising race of reformers. 

Should you follow them from the stage to their lodgings, 
and trace their steps through the lanes of private life, you 
would soon be convinced, that Sir John Fielding's runners 
bid much more fair than they, for reforming the manners 
of the people. And you know, the said runners have never 
Bs yet been considered as the most respectable characters. 
Surely it must be thought requisite in those who set up for 
reformers of others, tfeit, in some tolerable degree, they 
should moralize themselves. 

DiscoBDANS. I know it, cousin ; and I thwarted you on 
purpose, to see how you could justify your claim upon the 
gentry of the sta^e ; and must confess you have ilonp it (o 
my satisfection. I am highly pleased with the enlerlasn- 
ments of the theatre myself, and am greatly delighted ta 
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Bee gentlemen and ladies crowd to them. Gentry, whe 
would worship God in neither church nor meeting-houae, 
can he devout enoui'h to attend the tiieatres, in Cover.t Gar- 
den and the Hay ftfcrket. It is truly pleasing to see gen- 
tlemen and ladies, who cannot possibly find money to pay 
otF h adesmen'a bills, find plenty of cash to purchase 
pi UfaS tickela. 

I FiDEiJs. As we came along, cousin Discordans, you 
m n d some sport you lately had with two female com- 
p n Pray, wliat of them 1 

D s RDANS, You must know, Leonora and Matilda have 
b n n ate from their infancy ; and, as such, continued 
their friendship even to mature life : hut, when hoth be- 
came wives and mothers, I taught them to behave more m- 
consistently than they did when they were children. Ma- 
tilda, hemg quite fiitigued with domestic concerns, for atten- 
tion to which her mind is not very happily turned, resolved 
one day to spend an afternoon with her friend Leonora. When 
she went, she found her exceedingly depressed and hysterical, 
by no means in a talkative humor; a circumstance which 
frequently happens to the ladies of middle rank, ever since 
luxury and idleness became so prevalent ainon^ them. 

Matilda, not being sufficiently skilled in physiognomy, 
to read the sentimenta of the heart by the position of the 
features of the countenance, wbs led mto a mistake, which 
proved fetal to their friendship. She discovered, or thought 
she discovered an unusual and unexpected ^yness run 
through every part of Leonora's conduct ; which discovery 
proved no slight mortification to her own sensibility. Said 
she to herseiti ' Well, Leonora, I perceive, notwithstanding 
ail your formal civility, that my company is not the object 
of your present desire. I wish I had been aware of it in 
lime ! Then, I assure you, my presence should not have 
drawn a cloud over that settled countenance of yours. But, 
indeed, madam, let my company be ever so disagreeable to 
you, yours, I assure you, is now very little more pleasant to 

Whilst she was meditating some plausible pretext for 
withdrawing, the tea was unhappily brought in, which pre- 
cluded her removal for a little while longer. Thus con- 
strained by decency to stay, her glowing resentment of tho 
supposed slight, forbid her to taste a morsel of the toast, or 
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to drink above two dishes oF tea. Having finished, she pre- 
tended she must retire on some urgent business, which had 
jUBt occurred to her mind, (for ladiea will lie to serve a 
turn) end after a dry compliment or two she went off re- 
solveil never to return. 

As she went along the streets, her wounded heart boiled 
with a thousand cogitations, how or when she had offended 
Leonora. ' What have I done, or said, that should have 
given her umbrage '! I know of nothing; : and therefore I 
care not for her anger. If people will be so odd in their 
temper, they must even come to themselves at their leisure. 
And so your servant, Leonora.' 

Infidblis. That was a visit more innocent than many 1 
have known, for I hear nothing of slander, or defemation of 
absent characters, carried on m it, which very rarely hap- 
pens to be neglected in female visita 

Discordant. True, sir, but the matter did not end here. 
Poor Matilda, being unable to bear the conceived slight, 
nrade free to call on Letitia, on her way home, that she 
might give a Uttle vent to her turbulent passions. Letitia, 
being as destitute of innate ideas, ae she is of fidelity, readily 
listened to Ihe plaintive account, how Matilda hod been 
served ; without heatation approved her departure, kindly 
fenned the flame of resentment, and at last advised her to 
let Leonora come to herself when she should find it conve- 

Matilda had not been long gone, before Letitia, who 
burned with impatience to have a little tittle-tattle, went to 
Ijeonora, and set Mischief abroad with her also. She told 
her all tJie former had said of her, and happily gave it such 
a turn as to render it very offensive, notwithstanding she 
kept strictly to the letter of truth. Some people are re- 
markably happy in talents of this kind : by their manner 
of representation, they can turn things quite from their nat- 
ural appearance, as I may perhaps show you in some future 
conference. Leonora could not but think herself very ill- 
used, and resolved, weakly as she was, that she should be a 
slave to nobody's temper. 

When Matilda and Leonora met next time, being prepos- 
aessed with mutual disgust, their compliments were dry 
and starched ; and each secretly blamed the indifference of 
the other. By this time, I furnished each of them with a 
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leleacope, by which they might thraouglily examine each 
other's conduct, and eo reciprocally strict is tJieir mutual 
walih, that nothing can escape them. I'hua from the 
smallest beginning, founded too in misunderBtanding, 1 
raised perpetual disguet and enmity. Absurd and ridiciflouH 
as this is, I could point you out a thousand differences, 
sprung from incidents equally frivolous and unimportant 
Indeed, If Freedom and Submission keep at a distance, lean 
blow up a flame of contention the most violent, from the 
smalJest matters imaginable. And I thank my stars, Messrs. 
Freedom and Submission are in no great esteem with man- 
kind. But, wherever they come, they destroy my seeds, 
and effectually extinguish my ikmes, for they are irresisti- 
ble peace-makers. 

Pastosos. It is I, my son, who have brought those gen- 
tlemen into disrepute. I persuade people, it is beneath 
them to submit to their equals, how much soever they have 
been in the wrong. I have, ere now, persuaded one man 
to do all he could, to ruin the reputation of his neighbor in 
order to establish his own, when he found it in a tottering 
condition ; and that too amongst those who take themselves 
to he more righteous than others. 

DiscoRDANs. I have great pleasure, sometimes, in making 
parents become the instruments of their children's ruin. 
Or, as some people say, to kill them with kindness. I 
make it my business to prejudice almost even- parent, so far 
in fiivor of his children, that every one considers his own as 
the most witty and active ; or, to use the words of a good 
woman, concerning her son of two yeare old, the most man- 
ly of any cliild in the neighborhood, even as the crow con- 
ceives her own to be feirer tlian all Ihe children of the 
feathered people. 

I shall trouble you but with one instance, out of the mil- 
lions I might produce. Little master Jacky was one of 
those extraordmary children, whose almost every action 
was out of the common way, the wonder and admiration of 
his astonished parents. Jacky must not be chid, when he 
pinched, bit, or scratched his nurse, hut must have his own 
pretty little humor ; it was even pleasing to see his lovely 
fist darted into his parents' feces. So, you may be sure, the 
child must not be suffered to cry upon any account, but 
must always be mdulged in whatever he wanted. Thus 
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this extraordinary child, in whom, however, none besides hit 
parents could see my thing out of the common way, not- 
withstanding every visitor was plsguBd with the history of 
his wonilerlul feats, upon which his parents dwelt with rajf- 
tures; — I say, Jacky found himself master of the whole 
family ; he acted accordingly, and took his way in every 
particular. 

By these means his tempers gained strength, so that the) 
became Imbitual, not to be broken by ordinary means 

When he got a few more years over his head, still grow- 
ing in his humor, the poor parents began to see and lament 
the errors of their former conduct. Too late : master Jacky 
being now in breeches and grown a great boy, will not 
leadiiy give back that dominion they were pleased to put 
into his hands, when but in pettjcoats. He thinks it very 
hard he should not choose for himself now he is ten, as well 
as when he was but three years old ; rightly judging:, that 
he was not more wise then than he is now ; and if they 
thought him flt to be all their masters then, he is sate that 
by this time he is much more fit to govern. 

Apprehensive now of the ruin of his son, the father ex- 
hibits exhortations, injunctions, reproofe, and threatening 
with great severity. In vam, for not being bended whilst 
tender and malleable, master's tempers are not now to be 
turned out of their native channel. As, in former times, I 
plied the parents, m prejudice of their darling, it was now 
time to ply him also in his turn. I flimished him a pair of 
glasses, and directed him in the use of them; and now the 
youth began to reason ujmn his father's conduct 

" What a change is this come U> my fttber ! Once he was 
something like ^od-natured, but now he is the most self, 
willed and rigorous man in the world. Sureljr no reason- 
able person would impose such laws upon his children as he 
does on me ; laws, such as nobody of any spirit would submit 
to. I was formerly his pretty lad, his good boy, and every 
thing I did was right Times are strangely cJianged ; for 
now I can do nothing to please him. I could have had what 
I would, and gone where I pleased ; but now I am perplexed 
with warm eSiortations, which Ihear unreasonably frequent; 
and can go nowhere, without his leave, as if I had no more 
sense now, than when I was little. His reproofs are too 
harsh ; I hear of notliing but my stubbornnesB and wicked- 
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ness" of his and ray mother's sorrow ; and of brcakAng 'Jieir 
hearts, on my account. I should break none of their hearts, 
1 assure them, if they would let me alone. 

" Cannot ray fether and mother grieve for themselves, and 
not teaie rae about their trouble J I am no worse than my 
neighbors; though, Oy their account, 1 might be tho wick- 
edest wretch that ever lived. It is not enough that I must go 
to church on holidays, but we must have lectures on divinity 
at home ; and for me, I am roundly told, that if I go on as I 
do, I must certainly perish. Yes, I must even be damned 
and go to helL Old people are surely very conceited; ] 
will warrant me they think they are so very good, they are 
sure to go to heaven. It is abrave thing to have a good 
opinion of one's self, which surely must be their esse, or 
they would never plague mo thus with their repeated lec- 
tures. Well, for my own part, I am not 80 vain, and yet I 
think I am in no greater danger than they are. When they 
were young, I dare say, they loved pleasure as well as rae ; 
but now they get old and cannot relish it themselves, they 
would absurdly restrain me from it Reasonable parents 
ought not to form their commands upon what they nov.; are, 
but wliat they were when of my age. But I am determined 
to submit to no such government, I will even take my 
pleasure whilst I can have it, and let them grieve on if they 

Thui^ gentleraen, I persuade many to lay up future afflic- 
tions for themselves, in the early ruin of their children, ly 
over-indulgence. I say, early ruin ; for, if little master la 
not taught to submit to government whilst in petticoats, it is 
much if he ever learns submission afler he is in breeches. 
He who always had his own way when but an inSint, will take 
it very ill to be restrained when he rises towards manhood.* 
Yetsomp, yea many parents, will let their children do aa 
they please, whilst but little, and mcrease m their stiictnesi 
as they advance in years, so that they become mutual afflic- 
tions to each other. In manhood you know children should 
be used by their parents as friends and confidants, instead 
of being kept at an awful distance. Yet those very parents, 
who have laid the foundation of their son's ruin, by early in- 
dulgi'nce m his infiincy, very often complete it by u 
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able Btrictneas over him, when he is verging towards man's 
eetate. You know parents should alwaysact, so as that theit 
oonipany shall never be burdensome to their children. Bui 
I ihall become a moralist if I go on thus. 

Impiator. Many such youtha as master Jacky &11 into 
my hands. If once they can, by any means, be brought to 
despise reproof, I reckon myself quite sure of them ; and 
when they come, I commonly employ them in my deepest 
mines. 

iNnDEua. It is always a hopeful eip, when the heart is 
hardened against reprooE If a young one can be brought 
to despise the commands, reproofs, and advice of his parents, 
he bids fair for being one of tlje devils' companions for ever ; 
and, indeed, nothing but the grace of God can prevent it 
It is very agreeable to us to see how happily successful our 
influences are over mankind, especially in Britain. There, 
many parenlfl bring up their children, just as if they de- 
oigncd them purposely for the devil I have great hopes of 
the next generation, gentlemen. 

DiscoRDANS. I make myself very merry with the ladies, 
in another way, which also turns eventually to everlasting 
«paration. I join a little knot of them together so closely 
fef a time, that they cannot be separated, nor bear to be 
■sunder fjr a day together. I prejudice them so strongly 
for a while in each other's favor, that they show a manifest 
alight to those whoare not happy enough to be admitted into 
their society. Family necessity, and every domestic duty, 
must give place to their firm attachment to one another. 
When they get together for a little chit-chat, they are as 
happy as 'he birds m May; not only examine every absent 
character, within the ciroleof their acquaintance, and report 
to each other all the evil tiiey know rf their own sex; but 
each dwells severally upon the exceUenciea or failings of 
her husband ; who is, at one time, the best of men, at an- 
other time the worat, just as her ladyship happens to be in a 
good or bad humor with him. Thus they go on, until every 
one is fully acquainted with the family affairs of the rest, 
and thusthey bring themselves into the power of one another. 
This is the zenith of that happiness to which I am to bring 
Ifaem) for even the devil will give present happiness, in 
aider to introduce future pain and sorrow; and I assure you. 
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I am too much akin to my v/or\hy grand&ther, to suffer thai 
felicity to go long uninterrupted. 

First, I sow a spirit of jealousy among them ; eays Chloe, 
■ Delia eeems more attached to Phillis than to myself or 
Lucia; Portia is never liappy but when her and Arabella 
Me together." And so, round the whole club, the spirit of 
jeabusy happily operates, and gathers strength by every 
day 'a duration. 

It is not to fw thought that a whole society, who can cor- 
dially join in picking noles, according to the old proverb, in 
their neighbor's clothes, can long refiain from domg as much 
lor one another. Now they begin to meet, two and two, ac- 
cording to their various attachments, and those two who hap- 
pen to meet t<gether, regale themselves with a very pleasant 
conversation, about the faults and weaknesses of those who 
are absent, and thus round the whole society they serve one 
another. By and by it is whispered what Chloe said at such 
a place about Phillis; what Lucia said of Arabella, &c. until 
1 blow them all up in a pleasing flame of resentment ; and 
every one says the worst she knows of her neighbor, which 
commonly is a great deal. Out come personal &ults along 
with family affairs, and a hundred etceteras, and those very 
ladies sit down, just as the devil would have them, in impla- 
cable hatred to each other. 

Infidelis. I pray, what do you smile at, AvaroT 
AvABo. I was thinking on an encounter I had with tho 
devil Liinatio, whom I accidentally met last night, with his 
bair standing upright, and his eyes flaming with madness. 

FASTOaus. And pray, where had that mad-brained devil 
beeni What account could he give of himself 1 

AvAKO. He was quite eoappish with me, and ran on in 
nis discourse, as if he had been very angry. There, said he, 
IS my father Infidelis, Uiere is uncle Faslosus, they reign un- 
controlled over the greatest part of mankmd; they are ca- 
ressed, even adored, by the most respectable characters in 
both church and state. You yourself, grovellmg as you are, 
reign an absolute monarch in the will and affections of many 
eminent personages ; but I am hackneyed by the basest, and 
when I have done, am denied the honor 01 my Ubors, and 
people are taught to believe that I reign only over the bed- 
.ams, and other mad-houses of the world. Whereas I could 
make it appear to all the infernal divan, that there are people 
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who go about at Urge, and are deemed in their perfbct senEes, 
Die re mad than any in bedlam. 

Well then, said I, brother fiend, stop and give me a sober 
dccount of your proceedings, and 1 assure jou I shall give 
jou all due acknowledgment. 

LcNiTio. I have, relied he abruptly, a great deal of baai- 
ncssiimong statesmen, to drive people to their levees, which 
tiiBv dearly love to have crowded, and which never could be 
without my assistance, For who would attend the levee of 
my lord Superbo, or of his grace Ihe duke of Parkland, un- 
less he first turned fool t Would any man feed on the prom- 
ise of a courtier, if he were not mad 1 The dinner of the 
cameieon is as weighty as the promise of the greatest states- 
nian, were it even confirmed by a smile of the countenance 
and a grasp of the hand ; for it all means no more than " 1 
am glad to see you thicken my levee." There is never a 
levee day but I am obliged to bestir myself to drive the fools 
together. 

If the premier, or tlie head man of any department, finds 
himself on the decline, and that he shall, without some good 
assistance, be obliged to resign; that is, be turned out of 
his place ; I am beseeched to procure some verbose, intrepid 
scribbler, to cry up his abilities and proceedings, as much 
superior to those of all his predecessors, for time immemo- 
rial. But a man must first be reduced to a slate of lunauj-, 
before he will venture on a work so difficult, and which is 
like'.-,- to be but very ill rewarded. In the first place, he is 
likely to have truth and fectto overturn, before the end can 
be obtained ; and these, you know, are stubborn and obsti- 
nate. In the second place, if he is happy enough to suc- 
ceed, and sets down his patron firmly in his chair again, ha 
is soon made to understand that his service has done him 
iitlle or no good; ho is thanked for his good intention; but 
IS given to know, that things would have been just as the^ 
are, if no defence at all had been made. If his patron ib 
turned out, the scribbler is blamed foe having omitted sotne- 
Ehing which might have been of service, instead of being 
rewarded for what he has done. So that, at all events, he 
must come off loser; and therefore none but a madman will 
venture on the undertaking. 

The lawyers also would, but tor my influences, be obliged 
to drive teams, or follow plows ; for who but madmen would 
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ever find tJieni employment! But in consequence of Iheii 
firm attBchment to our gov eminent, 1 persuade some to ex- 
pose themselveB, by slowness of payment of their just debts, 
to the fiuigB of the lawyers ; others, to quarrel about trifles, 
and refer the matters to them for decision. Sometimes I 
advise a father to leave his da.ughter under the guardianship 
of an attorney, or an uncle to leave his estale to his minor 
nephew, under the care and inspection of a counEelJor; 
either of which is likely to be a lucrative job to Ihe gentle- 
men of the law, Vou ftnow vety well, continued he, that 
none but madmen will ever refer their diflerences to the 
decision of those gentlemen, whilst there are three honest 

right mind, ever leave an attorney executor to his will. 

There are abundance of people, who live above their 
revenues, and others still, who have abundance, but dare 
not make use of it, dare scarcely allow themselves Ihe com- 
mon necessaries of life, for fear of future poverty. I have 
taiown a lady of sixty, possessed of two or three thousand 
pounds per annum, actually alraid of dying for want Those 
gentry are all under my dominion. Besides, a very great 
share of my influence rests on many others, who are grior- 
ously oppressed with troubles that never happen. Some are 
eo remarkably ingenious, as to apprehend difficulties for 
themselves and ompring, for a great many years to come, 
as if the evil of the d^ were not sufficient of' itself 

Stop, Lunatio, said I, there you touch me sensibly. I will 
not thus give up my careliil subjects. True, replied he, hut 
you and I may play into one another's hands. And, although 
1 allow them to be yours, it is easy to sea abundance of mad- 
ness in their disposition and conduct What wisdom, 1 pray 
you, is there in any man's burdening himself to-day, with 
what may or may not happen a twelvemontli hence 1 Less 
still, in pretending to foresee what may happen in future ; 
seeing all future events are locked up in the council of the 
eternal mind. 

There are people of property, who sink their rente, fell 
their timber, mortgage their estates, in giving grand ejiter- 
taimnents to hungry visitants and hangers-on, after Ihe ex- 
ample of Timon of Athens, in order to be tliought generous 
and great Not once considering, that the nearest way to 
esteem is still to preserve tlie golden cord in the hands of 



H.M-.j,Coo'^lc 



280 DlALOGUItl 

the owner. Lot all be once epetit, the iiitatiable hang'ers- 
on, who crowd the plenteous table, will tlrop off like loaves 
in autuniii; and if the wretch retains the loving regard of 
Argus his dog, he must expect no more. Away with the 
fool to Bedlam! He ought to go no longer without shackles. 

Parents there are, so dotingly fond of their children, that 
they strip theroselvea of theu' possessions, in order to make 
them respectable in the world, long enough before theit own 
lives are at a period ; leaving their future support to the 
good-nature and mercy of the dear boy or giri, who, it a 
tliought, are so well disposed ca to he incapable of ingrati- 
tude to those who gave them bem"'. But, let the dear boy 
or girl once get the parents' estalfl into their power, and they 
will give them occasion enough to lament tiieir folly, when 
every shilling received shall come with a very intelligible 
frown. The language of which, to the parent, is, " I wish 
you were once in your grave." Such parents ought to be 
provided for at the public expense, and kept in some plac« 
of confinement, like other lunatics. 

Other parents, to avoid falling into an error which they 
foresee may be productive of great personal inconvenience, 
with an equal degree of madness fiee into the opposite ex- 
treme. They can find in their hearts to part with nothing 
whilst they live; they will find some plausible pretext or 
other, fbr which they will retain the sole possession of their 
goods and chattels ; rather than give a suitable measure of 
parental assistance, will suffer the young people to begin 
tlie world under all possible disadvantages. Send such pa- 
rents to Newgate, I say ; fbr they are worse than mad ! 

You do me injustice again, Avaro, in claiming the sole 
power to yourself, over parents, who will oppress their ser- 
vants, overreach their neighbors, grind the faces of the poor, 
a.'j.'i sail tJw,« sxik ta tke detil, ia otdfii: to ^tootlik &cOk«» 
t)r their children. This is so ftr from answering the end 
proposed, in gaining the love and esteem of the young peo- 
ple, that it has quite a contrary tendency. The greater the 
estate, the more impatient wiil the heir apparent be, to be 
put into quiet possession fix himself. Tfje more there is 
depending upon the death of a parent, the more eager will 
children be to have him out of the way. Socager have some 
been, that they have been obliged to use violence, in order 
lo get the cumberwime old man out of the world. Deliver 
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of their beirjf of the least service. Is there no msdneas in 
this case f Is it not tnadness to trifle with a disease in tla 
beginning, the only time, perhaps, in which medicine can 
Bilord relief! Is it not equally madness to torment the sick, 
jiid throw money away upon tiie doctor, when the disease 
is evidently beyond a remedy! And yet you would ex- 
clude me from having any share in the government of man- 
No, Lunatio, relumed I, we do not exclude you. We 
slioulft even be glad to have a full account of your opera- 
tions in some of our friendly meetings. 

Lunatio. I could give you such an account as would 
surprise you all, might the honors due to my operations be 
properly acknowledged. But I cannot stay now, having u> 
gent business in the west end of a certain metropolis. 

Pray, cousin, may a brother fienil be ociiuainteil with iti 
said I. He replied. You know, lliat almost the one half of 
tlie nation is in a starving condition, and are, as it were, on 
the tip-foe of rebellion, yet are in a very groat strait how to 
a<;L They think it is bard to famish amidst plenty ; to die 
of hunser whilst the barns are fiill of com, and the pajiturea 
are well peopled with cattle ; whilst their govemors can af- 
ford to spend thousands at a horse race, or in an evening's 
play. On the other hand, they think it hard to be shot at, 
by those who are murderers by profession ; or to be hung at 
'I'yburn for seeking to procure bread for their fimilies. 

In this dilemma, the poor wretches are raising their 
voices to government, beseeching their lawgivers to spare 
so much time from their own pleasure and amusement as to 
take their wretched case mto serious consideration, that 
they may not die by artificial fiunme. What I aim at is, to 
persuade tliose in power to treat their complaints with neg- 
Ifict, and themselves, as clamorous, uneasy, end turbdent 
people. Instead of redressing their grievances, to threaten 
them with the strict execution of the laws against rioters. 
If I am happy enough to gain this point, as I think I shall, 
we shall soon see the spirit of madness raving a!! over the 
.nation, and even the wise will become fools. 

Oppression, you know, wiU make even a wise man mad. 
Therefore, when their oppressiona can no longer be borne, 
tliere will go forth a spirit of insurrection among the people ; 
and thai shall be followed by a spiritof murder, until all Uw 
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